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that  they  be  directed  to  report  what  instruments  are  necessary  for  the 
surgeons  of  the  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  rela- 
tive to  a  vessel  going  from  Salem  to  New  Providence,  reported  :  the 
report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  this  Congress  has  been  informed,  that  a  schooner  belong- 
ing to  the  Ervings,  in  Boston,  is  fitted  out,  under  color  of  being  char- 
tered by  one  Thompson,  who  has  lately  fled  from  Medford  to  Boston  ; 
but  is  really  destined  to  Salem,  and  from  there  to  New  Providence,  to 
get  fruit,  turtle,  and  provisions  of  other  kinds,  for  the  sustenance  and 
feasting  of  those  troops,  who  are,  as  pirates  and  robbers,  committing 
daily  hostilities  and  depredations  on  the  good  people  of  this  colony, 
and  all  America;  it  is,  ther efoTQ,  Jiesolccd,  that  Capt.  Samuel  McCobb, 
a  member  of  this  Congress,  be  immediately  despatched  to  Salem  and 
Marblehead,  to  secure  said  1'hompson,  and  prevent  said  vessel  from 
going  said  voyage,  and  cause  the  said  Thompson  to  be  brought  to  this 
Congress :  and  the  committees  of  correspondence,  safety  and  inspec- 
tion of  said  towns,  and  all  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  are  directed 
to  give  the  said  Capt.  McCobb  all  needed  assistance  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Capt.  Stone  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a 
committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  three  gentlemen  as  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  committees  from  the  other  governments  of  New  Eng- 
land, at  Worcester,  on  the  2Sth  of  June  current. 

The  committee,  having  attended  that  service,  reported,  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Dexter,  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  were 
chosen.  The  Hon.  Major  Hawley  and  the  Hon.  JNIr.  Sever,  having 
desired  to  be  excused,  and  having  offered  their  reasons  therefor,  they 
were  excused  accordingly  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  two  persons,  in  the  room  of  Major  Hawley  and  ^Ir.  Sever,  to 
attend  the  said  convention  at  Worcester,  on  the  2Sth  of  June  current. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Capt.  Stone  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a 
committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  three  gentlemen  to  go  to  Ti- 
conderoga. 

The  committee  having  attended  that  service  reported,  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Spooner,  Hon.  Col.  Foster  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  were  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  of  two  major  generals,  be  referred  to  to- 
morrow morning,  eleven  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  the  county  of  Cumberland,  laid  on 
the  table  by  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  of  it,  be 
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committed  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  sea  coasts. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  the  claims  of  those 
who  stand  as  candidates  for  commissions  in  the  army,  <Soc.,  was  read, 
and,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  was  committed  to  the  Hon.  Ma- 
jor Hawley,  Col.  Farley,  Capt.  Greenleaf,  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt,  Stone, 
Mr.  Partridge  and  Col.  Sayer. 

The  committee  on  Mr.  Prout's  petition  reported,  that  he  have  leave 
to  withdraw  it.    The  report  was  accepted. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  resolve  for  choosing  commit- 
tees to  meet  committees  from  the  other  governments  in  New  England, 
at  Worcester,  the  28th  current,  be  reconsidered:  and  it  was  thereupon 
Resolved,  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  motion  be  referred  to 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

The  petitions  of  Col.  Brewer  and  his  oihcers,  being  read,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  to  whom  were  this  day  conmiitted  tlu'  report 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Davis  Coverly,  reported  :  the 
report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  application  has  been  made  to  this  Congress  by  Messrs. 
Davis  &L  Coverly,  merchants  of  Boston,  representing  that  they  have  a 
quantity  of  English  goods  now  in  Boston,  and  that  Henry  Barns,  of 
Marlborough,  has  a  quantity  of  English  goods,  nearly  of  the  same 
quality,  in  said  Marlborough,  and  therefore  pray  that  they  may  have 
Jeave  to  make  an  exchange  :  Resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition 
be  granted,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  make  the  exchange 
asked  for. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  appointing  a 
number  of  armorers,  reported.^  The  report  being  read  and  amended, 
was  ['accepted.] 

Tuesday,  June  13,  1775. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
Col.  Arnold,  and  three  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  :  all  which 
were  committed  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  in- 
structions to  the  committees  that  are  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  twenty-three  regiments  conunissioned,  ex- 
clusive of  the  regiment  of  matrosses. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  W' ebster.  Col.  Richmond  and  Major  Wood,  be 

a  [accepted  and  is  as  follows.] 
(1)  The  report  has  not  been  entered  on  the  journal,  nor  is  it  preserved  on  the  fil«<. 
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a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Abner  Graves  and  others,  and 
tliat  they  hear  the  petitioners,  and  notify  Capt.  Dexter  of  time  and 
place. 1 

[The]  order  of  tlie  day  [was]  moved  for. 
Absent  members  [were]  directed  to  attend. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  armed  vessels,  be  put  off  to  three  o'clock,  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  that  the  committee  of  safety  and  committee  of  supplies 
be  notified  of  this  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Otis  and  Col.  Grout  be  added  to  the  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  deliver  out  commissions. 

lieso/vfd.  That  the  resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  convention  of 
committees  from  the  several  governments  at  Worcester,  be  reconsid- 
ered, as  well  as  the  vote  whereby  a  committee  was  appointed  by  this 
Congress,  and  the  vote  assigning  a  time  for  the  choice  of  two  members 
in  the  room  of  two  members  of  that  committee  who  were  excused. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Sayer,  and  Major  Brooks,  be  a 
committee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes  for  the  major  generals. 

Ordrred,  That  only  one  major  general  be  chosen  at  a  time,  and  that 
the  gentleman  first  chosen  be  the  first  major  general. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  who  may  at  any  time  be  appointed 
to  receive  and  count  votes  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  any  office  or 
appointment,  be  strictly  enjoined  to  allow  no  member  to  shift  or  change 
a  vote  after  it  is  put  into  the  hat. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  votes  for  the  first  major  gen- 
eral, reported,  that  Col.  John  Whitcomb  was  chosen. 

Rt^olvid,  That  the  choice  of  the  second  major  general  be  referred 
to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

An  account  of  Mr.  Charles  Cotton  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Pickering,  Mr.  Batcholder,  and  .Mr.  Dwio-ht. 

An  account  from  Mr.  Taylor,  was  likewise  exhibited,  and  committed 
to  Col.  Richmond,  Mr.  Singletary,  and  Mr.  Hale,  to  examine,  consider 
of,  and  report  uj)on. 

Two  accounts  of  Mr.  John  Brown  were  also  read,  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Vose,  Col.  Th  ompson,  and  Major  Bliss, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Fessenden,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  appointing  Ensign  Foley  to 
be  an  armorer  in  the  Massachusetts  army,  in  addition  to  the  number 


(1)  The  petition  related  to  military  rank  and  organization. 
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which  this  Congress  have  ordered  to  be  appointed,  and  to  consider 
what  his  pay  shall  be,  if  they  think  it  proper  he  should  be  appointed. 

The  committee  on  Charles  Colten's  account,  reported :  whereupon, 
Resolved^  that  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  pavto 
Mr.  Charles  Cohen  out  of  the  public  treasury,  the  sum  of  X'JJJ  IS^-.  ^d. 
in  full  for  his  account  this  day  exhibited  to,  and  allowed  by,  this  Con- 
gress. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  safety,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  ac- 
cepted; and  Capt.  Stone,  Capt.  Dwight,  and  INIr.  Kollock,  were  or- 
dered to  give  due  information  thereof  to  the  colonels  therein  mentioned, 
viz  : 

Resolved,  That  Colonels  Glover,  Heath,  David  Brewer,  Robinson, 
Woodbridge,  Henshaw,  Little,  Jonathan  Brewer,  be  directed,  i)y  nt  \t 
Thursday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  to  make  a  true  return  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  several  gentlemen  claiming  to 
be  commissioned  as  colonels;  of  the  number  of  captains,  who,  with 
their  respective  companies,  do  choose  to  serve  under  the  above  nained 
gentlemen  respectively  as  colonels  ;  and  of  the  number  of  men  ;  and  of 
the  number  of  effective  fire-arms  in  each  company  ;  and  of  the  place  or 
places  where  said  companies  are  :  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all  pretensions 
to  a  commission  of  a  colonel,  in  case  of  making  a  false  return. 

Afternoon. 

An  account  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Coolidge  was  read,  and  committed  to 
Doct.  Taylor,  Col.  Thompson^  and  Mr.  Bent. 
[The]  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
number  of  armed  vessels  was  considered,  and  after  a  very  long  debate, 
the  further  consideration  of  it  was  referred  to  Friday  next,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  the 
gentlemen  chosen  by  this  Congress  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  reported  : 
the  report  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

To  Walter  Sjjooner,  Jedcdiah  Foster,  and  James  Sullivan,  Enquires  : 
You  are  directed  to  proceed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  posts  of  Ti- 
conderoga and  Crown  Point,  by  the  road  through  the  new  settlements, 
called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants;  that  you  carefully  observe  the 
quality  of  the  said  road,  and  judge  of  the  feasibleness  of  transporting 
provisions  by  the  said  road  to  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  ;  that  you 
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take  with  you  copies  of  the  commission  and  instructions  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  to  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  and  inform  yourselves  as  fully 
as  you  sliall  be  able,  in  what  manuer  the  said  Col.  Arnold  has  exe- 
cuted his  said  commission  and  instructions. 

That  you  make  and  give  to  the  said  Arnold,  and  any  men  whom  he 
shall,  by  virtue  of  the  said  commission  and  instructions  retain  in  the 
service  of  this  colony,  sucli  orders  as  to  you  shall  seem  meet :  provided 
always,  that  you  do  not  authorize  the  said  Arnold  to  engage  and  re- 
tain in  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  as  soldiers,  a  greater  number  than  that 
specified  in  his  said  commission  and  instructions,  and  provided  that  the 
said  Arnold  and  his  men  whom  he  has  retained  are  free  and  willing  to 
continue  at  one  or  both  of  the  said  posts,  under  the  command  of  such 
cliief  ollicer  as  is,  or  shall  he  appointed  by  the  government  of  Connecti- 
cut; and  in  case  you  shall  order  such  number  of  men  to  be  continued 
at  or  near  the  said  posts  in  the  pay  of  this  colony,  as  you  shall  judge  it 
necessary  there  should  he,  that  you  appoint  a  conmiittee  of  one  or  more 
persons,  in  the  pay  of  this  colony,  to  provide  supplies  for  such  men, 
and  a  commissary  to  deal  out  such  supplies  to  them  :  which  commit- 
tee and  commissary  you  are  to  appoint  in  writing  under  your  hands. 

And  you  are  to  determine  and  order,  respecting  the  said  Arnold's 
continuing  in  the  connnission  and  pay  of  this  colony,  as  to  you  shall 
appear  most  for  the  general  service  and  safety,  after  having  made  your- 
selves fully  accpiainted  with  the  spirit,  capacity,  and  conduct  of  the  said 
Arnold.  And  in  case  you  shall  judge  it  proper  to  discharge  the  said 
Arnold,  that  you  direct  him  to  return  to  this  colony,  and  render  his  ac- 
count of  the  disposition  of  the  money,  ammunition,  and  other  things 
w  hich  he  received  at  his  setting 'out  upon  his  expedition,  and  also  of 
the  charges  he  has  incurred,  and  the  debts  which  he  has  contracted  in 
behalf  of  this  colony,  by  virtue  of  the  commission  and  instructions 
aforesaid. 

And  in  cast-  you  shall  fmd  any  men  at  the  said  posts  properly  re- 
tained, and  engaged  there  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  that  you  cause 
tliem  and  their  arms  to  be  mustered,  and  that  to  such  as  shall  pass  mus- 
ter, you  pay  out  of  the  money  which  you  shall  receive  from  our  receiver 
general  for  that  purpose,  the  same  advance  pay  as  is  by  order  of  Con- 
gress paid  to  such  men  as  are  retained  and  mustered  to  serve  within  the 
colony  ;  and  in  case  you  shall  not  hnd  any  men  at  the  said  posts,  prop- 
erly engaged  and  retained  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  or  that  the 
number  which  you  shall  find  so  retained,  shall  be  much  short  of  the 
number  which  said  Arnold  was  empowered  to  enlist,  that  then  you,  if 
you  shall  judge  that  tlie  elfectual  security  of  the  said  posts  shall  require 
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it,  and  if  you  shall  also  find  a  proper  person  in  those  parts,  fit  and  suit- 
able for  the  command  of  four  hundred  men,  or  such  less  number,  as  to- 
gether with  such  as  you  shall  find  ordered  and  posted  there  by  any  otlier 
colony  or  colonies,  and  shall  also  find  that  soldiers  can  be  raised  in 
those  parts  so  seasonably,  as  that  thereby  the  elfectual  maintenance  of 
the  said  posts  may  be  served  or  promoted  ;  you  are  to  appoint  meet 
persons  to  be  officers  and  commanders  for  such  a  number  of  men  as 
you  shall  order  to  be  enlisted,  and  give  the  necessary  orders  for  raising, 
enlisting,  and  maintaining  them,  for  such  term  as  you  shall  judge  neces- 
sary for  defence  of  said  posts,  and  also  appoint  some  sufficient  and 
faithful  man  as  muster  master  and  pay  master  of  such  men,  and  leave 
sufficient  money  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose,  takiuLT  proper  receipts 
and  his  security  that  the  money  so  left  shall  be  aj){)lie(l  to  that  use. 
And  you  are  to  take  a  careful  survey  of  the  ordnance  stores,  and  ord- 
nance at  those  posts,  together  with  all  other  articles  necessary  for  tlie 
maintenance  thereof,  and  report  the  state  thereof  to  tins  Congress. 
And  if  you  shall  find  it  necessary  to  purchase  powder  for  the  men  w  ho 
shall  be  retained  there  on  the  part  of  this  colony,  that  you  procure  the 
same,  and  so  much  as  you  shall  judge  needful,  in  the  best  and  most  ex- 
peditious way  you  can,  on  the  credit  of  this  colony.  And  in  general, 
you  are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  do  every  thing,  in  behalf  of  this  col- 
ony, for  the  effectual  securing  and  maintaining  those  posts  which  you 
shall  judge  necessary,  equal  to  the  importance  of  the  same. 

You  are  further  directed,  when  you  shall  have  transacted  what  you 
are  by  the  foregoing  instructions  authorized  to  do  and  transact,  at  the 
posts  abovesaid,  by  the  very  first  opportunity,  to  advise  the  General 
American  Congress  thereof,  as  also  of  your  opinion  of  the  necessity  and 
importance  of  maintaining  the  said  posts  for  the  general  defence  of 
these  colonies  :  and  when  you  shall  have  made  yourselves  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  posts,  and  the  dispo- 
sitions and  establishments  which  you  shall  find  are  made  for  maintain- 
ing of  them,  if  you  shall  judge  that  any  further  provisions  are  neces- 
sary for  securing  and  maintaining  them,  you  are  directed,  fully  and  re- 
spectfully, to  signify  your  thoughts  thereon  to  the  General  Congress. 
You  are  also  directed  to  advise  the  creneral  convention  of  the  colonv  of 
New  York,  and  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  respect- 
ively,  of  what  you  shall  order  and  transact,  by  virtue  of  the  said  in- 
structions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  appointing 
Ensign  Falley,  of  Col.  Danielson's  regiment,  an  armorer  in  the  Massa- 
42 
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chusetts  army,  in  addition  to  the  number  already  ordered,  and  to  con- 
sider what  his  pay  shall  be,  if  it  is  thought  proper  by  this  Congress,  he 
should  be  appointed,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port as  follows,  viz  :  . 

That,  whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  your  committee,  that  the 
armorers,  or  many  of  them,  who  are  already  established,  are  very  im- 
perfect in  the  business  they  profess,  and  that  the  above  said  Falley  is  a 
complete  master  of  the  same  ;  in  consideration  of  which,  your  commit- 
tee think  it  of  the  highest  importance,  that  he  (the  said  Falley)  should 
be  employed  in  said  department,  and  be  allowed  and  paid  forty  shil- 
lings per  month,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  an  ensign,  and  be  under  the 
same  rules  and  regulations  as  the  other  armorers  already  appointed,  or 
to  be  appointed  ;  all  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Isaac  Lothrop,  yer  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  president.  Col.  Warren,  Col.  Palmer,  Mr,  Sever 
and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject  matter  of  a 
late  extraordinary  proclamation  of  general  Gage.^ 

(1)  The  celebrated  proclamation  of  general  Gage  was  promulgated  June  12,  1775. 
By  his  excellency,  the  honorable  Tliomas  Oa^e,  Esq.,  governor  and  commander  in  chief,  in  and  over  his 
majesty's  province  of  JMassachimett^-  Boy,  and  vice  admired  of  the  same : 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

*' Whereas,  the  infatuated  multitudes,  who  have  long  sufttrcd  themselves  to  be  conducted  by  cer- 
tain well  known  incendiaries  and  traitors,  in  a  fatal  progression  of  crimes  against  the  con-ititutional 
authority  of  the  state,  have,  at  length,  proceeded  to  avowed  rehoHion  ;  and  the  good  effects  which 
were  expected  to  arise  from  the  patience  and  lenity  of  the  king's  government,  have  been  often 
frustrated,  and  are  now  rendered  hopeless,  by  the  influence  of  the  same  evil  counsels  ;  it  only  re- 
mains for  those  who  arc  entrusted  with  supreme  rule  as  well  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  as 
the  protection  of  the  well  atfecfcd,  to  prove  they  do  not  bear  the  sword  in  vain." 

"  The  infringements  which  have  been  committed  upon  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  crown  and  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  are  too  many  to  enumerate  on  one  side,  and  are  all  too  atrocious  to  bo 
palliated  on  the  other.  All  unprejudiced  p.  o[)le  who  have  been  witnesses  of  the  late  transactions 
in  this  and  the  neighboring  provinces,  will  find,  upon  a  transient  review,  marks  of  premeditation 
and  conspiracy  that  would  justify  the  fulness  of  chastisement:  and  even  those  who  are  least  ac- 
quainted with  facts,  cannot  fail  to  receive  a  just  impression  of  their  enormity,  in  proportion  as  they 
discover  the  arts  and  assiduity  by  which  they  have  been  falsified  or  concea'ed.  The  authors  of  the 
present  unnatural  revolt,  never  daring  to  trust  their  cause  or  their  actions  to  the  judgment  of  an 
impartial  public,  or  even  to  the  dispassionate  reflection  of  their  followers,  have  uniformly  i)laced 
their  chief  confidence  in  the  suppression  of  truth  ;  and  while  indefatigable  and  shameless  pains  have 
been  taken  to  obstruct  every  appeal  to  tlie  real  interest  of  the  people  of  America,  the  grossest  for- 
geries, cahminies,  and  absuidities  that  ever  insulted  humrfn  understanding,  iiave  been  imposed  upon 
their  credulity.  The  press,  that  distinguished  appendage  of  public  liberty,  and  -when  fairly  and  im- 
partially employ  id,  its  best  support,  has  been  invariably  prostituted  to  the  most  contrary  purposes :  the 
animated  language  of  am  ienl  and  virtuous  times,  calculated  to  vindicate  and  promote  the  just  rights 
and  interest  of  mankind,  has  been  ajiplied  to  countenance  the  most  abandoned  violation  of  those 
•acred  blessings  ;  and  not  only  from  the  flagitious  prints,  but  from  the  popular  harangues  of  the 
times,  men  have  been  tuugiit  to  dopend  upon  activity  in  treason,  for  the  security  of  their  persons 
and  properties  :  till,  to  complete  the  horrid  profanation  of  terms  and  of  ideas,  the  name  of  God  has 
been  introduced  in  the  pulpits,  to  excite  and  justity  devastation  and  massacre." 

"  The  minds  of  men  having  been  thus  gradually  prepared  tor  the  worst  extremities,  a  number  of 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  have  liberty  to  use  the  horse  in  Mr. 
Fowle's  pasture  in  this  town,  which  was  taken  lately  from  Noddle's 
island,  for  his  journey  to  Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

armed  persons,  to  the  amoxint  of  many  thousands,  assembled,  on  the  19th  of  April  last,  and,  from 
behind  walls  and  lurking  holes,  attacked  a  detachment  of  the  king's  troops,  who,  not  expecting  «o 
consummate  an  act  of  plirenzy,  unprepared  for  vengeance,  and  willing  to  decline  it,  made  u«e  of 
their  arms  only  in  tlieir  own  defence.  " 

**  Since  that  period,  the  rebels,  deriving  confidence  from  impunity,  have  added  insult  to  outrasre  ; 
have  repeatedly  fired  upon  the  king's  ships  and  subjects,  with  cannon  and  small  arms  ;  have 
possessed  the  roads,  and  other  communications  by  which  the  town  of  lioston  wjw  Hupj/licd  with 
provisions  ;  and  with  a  preposterous  par.ide  of  military  arrurlgLtnent,  tlit-y  ntfcrt  to  hold  the  army 
besieged;  while  part  of  their  body  make  diily  and  indiscriminate  invn>ioni  upon  private  property, 
and  with  a  wantonness  of  cruelty  ever  incident  to  lawless  tumult,  carry  «k'pri;datu)n  and  di>»tr<;fj 
wherever  they  turn  their  steps.  The  actions  of  the  19th  of  April  arc  of  «urli  notoriety,  as  mu*t 
baffle  all  attempts  to  contradict  them  ;  and  the  flames  of  buildings  and  other  property  from  tH« 
islands  and  adjacent  country,  for  some  weeks  past,  spread  a  melancholy  conttriiiatiun  of  the  »ul>#^ 
quent  assertions." 

"  In  this  exigency  of  complicattd  calamities,  I  avail  myself  of  the  last  effort  within  th«  l-'und*  of 
my  duty  to  spare  the  effmion  of  blood,  to  olTer,  and  I  do  hereby,  in  his  tnuji-sty 'i  nnme,  nrlor  and 
promise  his  mo<t  gracious  pardon  to  all  persons  who  shall  forthw  itli  lay  down  ih'  ir  iiniw,  tiiid  r<  turn 
to  the  duties  of  peaceable  subjects  ;  excepting  only  from  the  benefit  of  sucii  p:ird<in,  Sam  .  ll  Ac>am» 
and  JoHx  Hancock,  whose  offences  are  of  too  flagitious  a  nature  to  admit  of  any  olh<?r  ro<Miilt»r»- 
tion  than  that  of  condign  punishment." 

'*  And,  to  the  end,  that  no  person  within  the  limits  of  this  proffered  mercy,  may  plead  ignorance  of 
the  consequf'nce  of  refusing  it,  I,  by  these  presents,  proclaim,  not  only  tlie  persons  above  miru-d 
and  excepted,  but  also  all  their  adherents,  associates  and  abettors;  meaning  to  comprehend  in  the*.5 
terms,  all  and  every  person,  and  persons,  of  what  class,  denominatren,  or  description  soever,  who 
have  appeared  in  arms  against  the  king's  government,  and  ?liall  not  lay  down  the  same  as  Itefi.ro 
mentioned;  and  likewise  all  such  as  shall  so  take  arras  after  the  date  hereof,  or  shall,  in  any  wisf, 
protect  or  conceal  such  offenders,  or  assist  them  with  money,  provision,  cattle,  arms,  ammunition, 
carriages,  or  any  other  necessary  for  subsistence,  or  offence  ;  or  shall  hold  secret  correspon<leii''e 
with  them,  by  letter,  message,  signal,  or  otherwise  ;  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  and  as  such  to  bo 
treated." 

"  And  whereas,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  unnatural  rebellion,  justice  cannot  be  admin- 
istered by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  the  course  whereof  has,  for  a  long  time  past,  been  violently 
impeded,  and  wholly  interrupted,  from  w-iienco  results  a  necessity  for  using  and  exercising  the  law 
martial  ;  I  have,  therefore,  thought  fit,  by  tlie  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  royal  charter  to  this 
province,  to  publish,  and  I  do  hereby  publish,  proclaim  and  order,  the  use  and  exercise  of  the  law 
martial,  within  and  throughout  this  province,  for  so  long  a  time  as  the  present  unhappy  occasion 
•hall  necessarily  require  ;  whereof  all  persons  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern  theni- 
aelres,  as  well  to  maintain  order  and  regularity  among  the  peaceable  inhabitants  «f  the  jjrovince, 
tk*  to  resist,  encounter,  and  subdue  the  rebels  and  traitors  above  described  hy  such  as  shall  be  calkd 
open  for  those  purjxjses." 

"  To  these  inevitable,  but  I  trust  salutary  measures,  it  is  a  far  more  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to 
add  the  assurance  of  protection  and  support,  to  all,  who,  in  so  trying  a  crisis,  shall  manifest  their 
allegiance  to  the  king,  and  affection  to  the  parent  state:  so  that  !«uch  persons  as  may  have  bt-<en 
intimidated  to  quit  their  habitations  in  the  course  of  this  alarm,  may  return  to  their  re!«poctir»  call- 
ings and  professions;  and  stand  distinct  and  separate  from  the  parricides  of  the  coiintituiioD,  till 
God  in  his  mercy  shall  restore  to  his  creatures  in  this  distractetl  h»nd,  that  «r«tem  of  happla*-** 
from  which  they  have  been  seduced,  the  rehgion  of  peace,  and  liberty  founded  uj>.«ii  law," 

•'Given  at  Boston,  this  twelf\h  day  of  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  tho  reign  of  hn  maje»t>  G^'orj* 
th.-}  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  f^lh, 
&.C.    Anno  domini,  1775.  THOMArf  GAGE." 

««  By  his  excellency's  command,  THOMAS  FLUCKER,  SecreUtnf." 

*♦  Qod  save  the  Kln».^^ 


332 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.        [June  14, 


Wednesday,  June  14,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to 
pay  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  to  the  committee  who  have  been 
appointed  by  this  Congress  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  to  be  by  said 
<5ommittee  appropriated  as  advance  pay  to  the  men  enlisted  under  Col. 
Benedict  Arnold :  said  committee  to  be  accountable  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
advance  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  the  committee,  who  have  been 
appointed  by  this  Congress  to  go  to  Ticonderoga,  in  cash,  or  bills  of 
credit,  at  the  option  of  said  committee,  for  their  expenses,  they  to  be 
accountable  therefor. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Abner  Graves 
and  others,  reported,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition.    The  report  was  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Col.  Warren,  Col.  Grout,  Mr.  North 
and  Col.  Otis,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  report  of  Col.  Thomp- 
son and  the  petition  of  Mr,  Parry,  and  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Thursday  in  July  next,  be  appointed  to  be 
observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  throughout  this  colony,  and 
that  the  Hon.  Col.  Palmer,  Hon.  Mr.  Sever  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  this  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Robinson,  Mr.  Webster,  Major  Fuller,  Capt. 
Holmes  and  Mr.  Edwards,  be  a  committee  to  consider  some  way  and 
means  of  furnishing  those  who  are  destitute  of  arms  in  the  Massachu- 
setts army. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  were  chosen  to  repair  to  Ticon- 
deroga, be  directed  to  revise  the  papers  that  respect  the  fortress  there, 
and  take  such  as  they  may  think  they  shall  want,  and  that  this  Congress 
will  not  have  occasion  for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Jewett  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a 
committee  to  devise  some  means  for  securing  the  library  and  apparatus 
of  Harvard  Colleore. 

o 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gerrish,  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Caldwell,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  request  of  Joseph  Palmer  (quarter  master 
general)  for  providing  tents  or  barracks  for  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

Ordered,  That  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  a  second  major  general,  and  the  committees  who  are  now 
out  be  notified  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  a  report  for  giving  a  currency  to 
the  bills  of  credit  of  the  other  governments,  be  referred  to  four  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Chad  wick,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Col.  Smith,  Mr.  Stearus 
and  Capt.  Ellis,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  supplying 
the  generals  of  the  Massachusetts  army  at  Cambridge  and  Ro.xbury, 
with  some  necessary  household  furniture. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Coffin,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Pickering,  be  a 
committee  to  disperse  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  the  embargo 
laid  upon  the  exportation  of  fish,  &c. 

[Aflernoou.] 

Upon  a  motion  made,  Col.  Prescott  was  chosen  to  countersign  the 
notes,  instead  of  Col.  Foster,  absent,  who  was  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Mr.  Lothrop,  Capt.  Cushing  and  Capt.  Dvvight,  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  second  major  general,  who  re- 
ported that  Doct.  Joseph  Warren  was  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Grout,  Col.  Berry  and  Col.  Otis,  be  a  comtiiii- 
tee  to  wait  on  the  lion.  John  Whitcomb,  Esq.,  and  inform  him  this 
Congress  have  made  choice  of  him  for  first  major  general  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts army,  and  desire  his  answer  to  this  Congress  of  his  acce[>- 
tance  of  said  trust;  also,  to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Joseph  Warren,  Esq., 
and  inform  him  this  Congress  have  made  choice  of  him  for  second 
major  general  of  the  Massachusetts  army,  and  desire  his  answer  to  this 
Congress  of  his  acceptance  of  said  trust. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  measures  for  preventing 
the  violation  of  the  sabbath,  reported  :  the  report  was  recommitted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  some  measures  for  securing  the 
library  and  apparatus  of  Harvard  College,  reported:  the  report  was  re- 
committed for  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Lothrop  and  Major  Brooks,  were  chosen  on  the 
committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  artificers,  which 
may  be  necessary  for  the  army  in  pay  of  this  colony,  instead  of  Major 
Hawley,  Capt.  Stone  of  Framingham,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  absent. 

Major  Davis  [was]  chosen  instead  of  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  absent,  on 
the  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  petition  from  Charlestown. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer,  reported  :  the  report  was  recommitted  for  amendment,  viz  : 
that  the  following  things  might  be  mentioned :  blessing  on  the  Conti- 
nental Congress ;  unity  of  the  colonies  ;  health;  fruitful  seasons ;  &:c, 
&c. 

Col.  Richmond,  per  order,  reported  the  following  resolve: 
Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
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that  proper  officers  be  put  in  commission  to  command  the  train  of  ar- 
tillery, and  that  it  be  done  without  delay:  Resolved,  ih^Lt  the  committee 
of  supplies  be  directed  forthwith  to  recommend  such  officers  to  this 
Congress,  as  they  shall  think  proper  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

The  consideration  of  the  currency  of  the  notes  for  the  payment  of 
soldiers,  [was]  assigned  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Samuel  Thatcher  was  appointed  to  number  the  notes,  instead  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Phillips,  who  is  otherwise  engaged. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
supply  Col.  Robinson  to-morrow,  with  such  money  for  advance  pay  for 
the  soldiers,  as  he  was  to  have  received  this  day. 

Thursday,  June  15,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gridley's  letter  respecting  officers  of  the  train, 
and  artificers,  be  committed  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  the 
10th  instant,  to  consider  how  many  artificers  were  necessary,  &,c. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Barrett,  Capt.  Dwight  and  Capt.  Page,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  what  measures  it  would  be  proper  to  take,  that 
the  army  may  be  supplied  with  no  provisions  but  what  are  good  in 
kind. 

The  resolve  relative  to  securing  the  library  and  apparatus  of  Harvard 
College,  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  those  apartments  in  Harvard  Hall, 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  professor  of  philosophy  and  libra- 
rian of  Harvard  College,  be  evacuated.  Resolved,  that  the  library,  ap- 
paratus, and  other  valuables  of  Harvard  College,  be  removed,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  the  town  of  Andover;  [and]  that  Mr.  Samuel  Phillips,  Mr. 
Daniel  Hopkins,  and  Dummer  Jewett,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  consult 
with  the  reverend,  the  president,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Winthrop  and  the  libra- 
rian, t>r  such  of  them  as  may  be  conveniently  obtained,  and  with  them 
to  engage  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  said  town,  to  transport, 
receive,  and  take  the  charge  of  the  above  mentioned  effects ;  that  said 
committee  join  with  those  gentlemen,  in  employing  proper  persons  for 
packing  said  library,  apparatus,  and  such  other  articles  as  they  shall 
judge  expedient,  and  take  all  due  care  that  it  be  done  with  the  greatest 
safety  and  despatch  :  and  as  the  packages  shall  be  completed,  that  they 
give  notice  to  those  engaged  to  receive  them  :  the  charges  to  be  laid 
before  this,  or  some  future  Congress,  or  house  of  assembly  of  this 
province. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  prepared  for  the  Continental  Congress, 
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New  York,  and  the  several  governments  in  New  England,  be  authenti- 
cated and  sent  forward  as  soon  as  may  be.    They  are  as  follow,  viz. : 

Considering  the  exposed  state  of  the  frontiers  of  some  of  the  colo- 
nies, the  danger  that  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  may  possibly  have 
disagreeable  "apprehensions  from  the  military  preparations  making  in 
several  of  the  other  colonies,  and  the  rumors  that  there  are  some 
appearances  of  their  getting  themselves  in  readiness  to  act  in  a  hostile 
way,  this  Congress  have  miide  application  to  the  lion.  Continental 
Congress,  desiring  them  to  take  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  appear 
proper,  to  quiet  and  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  and  to  pre- 
vent such  alarming  apprehensions.  We  have  also  had  the  most  disa- 
greeable accounts  of  methods  taken  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  Indian  tribes 
adjacent  to  these  colonies,  with  sentiments  very  injurious  to  us:  par- 
ticularly we  have  been  informed,  that  Col.  Guy  Johnson  has  taken 
great  pains  with  the  Six  Nations,  in  order  to  bring  them  into  a  belief, 
that  it  is  designed  by  the  colonies  to  fall  upon  them,  and  cut  them  oiT. 

We  have  therefore  desired  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress,  that  they 
would,  with  all  convenient  speed,  use  their  inlluence  in  c^Jifdini; 
against  the  evil  intended  by  this  malevolent  misrepresentation.  And 
we  desire  you  to  join  with  us  in  such  application. 
To  the  Continental  Congress,  New  York,  and  the  several  govennmtnts 

in  New  England. 

Voted,  To  accept  the  report  for  directing  the  committee  of  safety  to 
take  immediate  care  to  provide  houses  for  the  soldiers  near  the  camp 
in  Cambridge,  if  tents  cannot  be  had,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony.  It 
is  as  follows,  viz  :  The  committee  appointed  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  petition  of  the  quarter  master  general,  and  committee  of  safe- 
ty, have  attended  that  service,  and  report,  that  the  committee  of  safety 
be  directed  to  take  immediate  care  to  provide  houses  for  the  soldiers 
near  the  camp  in  Cambridge,  if  tents  cannot  be  liad,  at  the  expense  of 
the  colony. 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  be  as- 
signed for  the  choice  of  four  brigadier  generals,  two  adjutant  generals, 
and  two  quarter  master  generals. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Perry,  and  four  others,  in- 
habitants of  Fox  Island,  be  committed  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  circumstances  of  the  sea  coasts. 

Voted,  To  accept  the  report  for  advising  a  number  of  towns  and 
districts,  as  per  schedule  annexed  to  the  report,  who  have  fire-arms,  to 
deposit  the  same  with  their  respective  town  or  district  treasurers,  for 
the  use  of  the  army.    It  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


336 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.        [June  15, 


"Whereas,  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantations  in  this  colony  not 
incorporated,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  colonies, 
together  with  a  number  of  the  late  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
have  enlisted  into  the  army  now  raising  in  this  colony;  therefore,  [are] 
not  provided  with  arms  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  dated  May  9th,  1775, 
empowering  the  selectmen  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
towns,  with  arms,  &c.  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  towns  and  districts  in  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Hampshire, 
and  other  counties  specified  in  a  list  hereunto  annexed,  who  may  have 
good  and  sulhcient  fire-arms  and  bayonets,  be  advised  hereby,  immedi- 
ately to  deposit  the  same  with  the  respective  town  or  district  treasur- 
ers, to  the  number  at  least  of  so  many  in  each  town  or  district,  as  is 
specified  in  said  list,  for  which  arms  and  bayonets,  or  arms  alone, 
where  bayonets  are  not  to  be  had,  each  owner  shall  receive  so  much  as 
his  arms  and  bayonets  shall  be  valued  [at],  by  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  or  district  in  which  he  dwells,  of  the  treasurer  of  said  town  or 
district,  in  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony,  within  thirty  days  after  the 
arms  are  delivered,  for  which  bills  are  to  be  taken,  in  the  name  of  this 
colony,  attested  by  the  selectmen  aforesaid.  And  the  amount  of  such 
bills,  with  an  order  from  such  treasurer,  the  committee  of  supplies  of 
this  colony  are  hereby  ordered  to  pay,  together  with  the  expense  of 
transporting  said  arms  to  the  store  of  said  committee  in  Watertown. 
And  further,  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence,  together 
with  the  treasurers  of  the  towns  and  districts  aforesaid,  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  give  their  aid  in  collecting  and  transporting  said  arms  with 
the  greatest  despatch. 

Count  If  of  Worcester. — Worcester,  30  ;  Lancaster,  32  ;  Mendon, 
21;  Brookfield,  31;  Oxford  11;  Charlton,  11;  Sutton,  31; 
Leicester,  12;  Spencer,  10;  Paxton,  6  ;  Rutland,  15;  Oakham, 
6;  Hubbardston,  2  ;  New  Braintree,  10;  Southborough,  12; 
Westboroiigh,  12  ;  Northborough,  S  :  Shrewsbury,  22  ;  Lunen- 
burg, IG;  Fitchburg,  6;  Uxbridge,  16;  Harvard,  16;  Dudley, 
10;  Hutchinson,  13;  Bolton,  15  ;  Upton,  6;  Sturbridge,  12 ; 
Leominster,  12;  Hardwick,  17;  Western,  11;  Holden,  8; 
Douglas,  7;  Grafton,  12;  Petersham,  12;  Royalston,  2 ;  West- 
minster, 10;  Athol,  6;  Templeton,  8;  Princeton,  8;  Ash- 
burnham,  3 ;  Winchendon,  3 ;        .  .  .  .  514 

Hamp^Mrc. — Springfield,  22;  West  Springfield,  23;  Wilbraham, 
10;  Northampton,  22;  Southampton,  8;  Hadley,  9;  South 
Hadley,  7;  Amherst,  10;  Granby,  5;  Hatfield,  11 ;  Whateley, 
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4;  Williamsburg,  3;  Westfield,  16;  Deerfield,  12;  Greenfield, 
8 ;  Shelburne,  4 ;  Conway,  5  ;  Sunderland,  7  ;  Montague,  6  ; 
Northfield,  8;  Brimfield,  13;  South  Brimfield,  8  ;  Monson,  6 ; 
Pelham,  12;  Greenwich,  8;  Blanford,  5;  Pahner,  8;  Gran- 
ville, 14;  New  Salem, '6;  Belchertown,  8 ;  Colraine,  5;  Ware, 
4;  Warwick,  3;  Bernardston, 4;  Murrayfield,  5;  Cliarlemont,  3; 
Ashfield,  4 ;  Worthington,  2 ;  Shutesbury,  4 ;  Chesterfield,  6  ; 
Southwick,  6;        .  .  ,  .  .  .  334 

Suf oik.— Wreniham,  25;  Medway,  10;  Bellingham,  6;  Wal- 
pole,  8;      .......  49 

Middlesex. — Marlborough,  20;  Littleton,  10;  Hopkinton,  10; 
Westfi>rd,  10;  Stow,  7 ;  Groton,  8 ;  Shirley,  4;  Pepperel,  G; 
Townshend,  5;  Dracut,  7;  Holliston,  6;  Acton,  5;  Dunsta- 
ble, 4 ;  102 

Plymouth. — Bridgewater,  25  ;  Middleborough,  16;    .  .  41 

Bristol — Attleborough,  10;  Rehoboth,  15  ;  ...  25 

Worcester,  514 ;  Hampshire,  334  ;  Sufiblk,  49 ;  Middlesex,  102  ; 
Plymouth,  41 ;  Bristol,  25  :  in  all,  .  .  .  .  1065 

Votedj  To  accept  the  report  for  providing  a  magazine  of  fire-arms 
for  this  colony :  also,  that  said  report  be  printed  in  the  several  news- 
papers, viz  : 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  that  this  colony  be  provided  with  a  maga- 
zine of  arras  which  are  good  and  sufficient ;  therefore.  Resolved,  that 
any  person  or  persons,  who  may  have  such  to  sell,  shall  receive  so 
much  for  them,  as  the  selectmen  of  the  town  or  district  in  which  he  or 
they  may  dwell,  shall  appraise  said  arms  at,  upon  the  delivery  of  the 
same  to  the  committee  of  supplies  at  Watertown,  and  exhibiting  a  cer- 
tificate of  said  appraisement,  attested  by  said  selectmen,  to  the  .com- 
mittee aforesaid ;  provided  said  delivery  be  made  within  one  month 
from  the  date  hereof 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker,  Col.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Aiken,  be  a 
committee  to  apply  to  the  committee  of  supplies,  and  the  generals  of 
the  army,  and  inquire  whether  the  army  is  sufficiently  supplied  with 
ammunition. 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.,  be  on  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  care  of  the  estates  of  the  refugees,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Partridge, 
who  is  absent. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  consider  two  accounts 
exhibited  to  this  Congress  by  Mr.  John  Brown,  reported  :  The  report 
on  each  of  them,  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz:  The  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  within  account,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the 
same  be  laid  on  the  table  till.  Mr.  Brown  exhibits  an  account  of  particu- 
lars with  his  journal.  John  Hale,  per  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  within  account,  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  them  that  the  within  mentioned 
services  were  rendered  in  consequence  of  an  application  by"any  person 
employed  by  this  colony.  John  Hale,  per  order. 

Ordtrtd,  That  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Sever,  and  Col.  Otis,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  application  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Langdon,  pres- 
ident of  Harvard  College,  and  report  thereon. 

Tiie  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  claims  and  pretensions  of 
several  colonels  in  the  army,  reported :  which  report  was  accepted : 
whereupon,  Ordered,  that  Col's.  Glover,  David  Brewer,  Woodbridge, 
Little,  and  Jonathan  Brewer,  be  commissioned  as  colonels  in  the 
Massachusetts  army,  and  that  [Joseph]  Haven,  Esq.,  administer  the 
oath  prescribed  by  Congress.    The  report  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  claims  and  pretensions  of 
the  severed  gentlemen  hereafter  named,  who  suppose  that  they  have 
just  grounds  to  expect  of  this  honorable  Congress,  that  they  should  re- 
ceive commissions  appointing  them  severally  to  be  chief  colonels  in 
the  Massachusetts  army,  now  raising  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  of 
this  and  the  neighboring  colonies,  namely :  Col.  Glover,  Gen.  Heath, 
Col.  D:i\id  Brewer,  Col.  Robinson,  Col.  Woodbridge,  Col.  Little,  Col. 
Henshaw,  and  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
state  of  facts  to  this  Congress,  viz :  That  the  colonels  Glover,  David 
Brewer,  Woodbridge,  Little,  Henshaw,  and  Jonathan  Brewer,  have 
exhibited  their  claims  to  your  committee,  and  according  to  the  returns 
which  the  said  gentlemen  have  respectively  made  to  us,  the  said  Col. 
Glover  has  levied  ten  companies,  making  in  the  whole  505  men,  inclu- 
sive of  ofhcers ,  and  about  three  quarters  of  the  said  number  armed  with 
effective  firelocks;  who  are  willing  and  choose  to  serve  in  the  said 
army,  under  him  the  said  Glover ;  all  now  at  Marblehead : 

That  the  said  David  Brewer  has  levied  nine  companies,  amounting, 
inclusive  of  otiicers,  to  the  number  of  465  men,  who  choose  to  serve 
under  him  as  their  colonel ;  and  that  307  of  the  said  men  are  armed 
with  effective  fire-arms ;  and  that  said  companies,  excepting  34  men 
who  are  on  their  way  to  head  quarters,  are  posted  at  Roxbury,  Dor- 
chester, and  Watertown  : 

That  the  said  Woodbridge  has  levied  eight  companies,  amounting, 
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inclusive  of  officers,  to  the  number  of  354  men,  who  choose  to  serve 
under  him  as  their  chief  colonel,  and  that  273  of  the  said  men,  are 
armed  with  good  effective  firelocks,  and  that  all  the  said  men,  except- 
ing seven,  are  now  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge ;  the  said  seven  men  are 
on  the  road  hither  : 

And  that  the  said  Little  has  raised  eight  companies,  according  to 
General  Ward's  return,  amounting,  inclusive  of  officers,  to  the  number 
of  509  men,  who  choose  to  serve  under  him  as  their  chief  colonel ;  and 
all  the  said  men  are  armed  with  good  effective  firelocks,  and  3S2  of 
them  with  good  bayonets,  fitted  to  their  firelocks;  and  that  seven  of 
the  said  companies  are  at  the  camp  in  Cambridge,  and  one  company  at 
Cape  Ann,  by  order  of  the  committee  of  safety : 

And  that  the  said  Jonathan  Brewer  has  levied  eight  companies, 
amounting,  inclusive  of  officers,  to  the  number  of  397  men,  who  choose 
to  serve  under  him,  the  said  Jonathan,  as  their  chief  colonel :  and  that 
30*2  of  the  said  men  are  armed  with  good  firelocks;  and  that  all  the 
said  men,  excepting  27  who  are  on  the  road  hither,  are  posted  at  Cam- 
bridge and  Brookline;  and  the  said  Brewer  supposes,  from  accounts 
he  has  received,  that  one  Capt.  Murray  is  on  the  road  from  Hatfield 
hither  with  a  full  company  : 

And  that  the  said  Col.  Henshaw  has  returned  to  us,  that  he  has  a 
prospect  of  several  companies  arriving  shortly  here,  who,  he  supposes, 
would  be  inclined  to  serve  under  him  as  their  chief  colonel : 

And  that  general  Heath,  and  Col.  Robinson,  have  made  no  returns 
to  us,  your  committee,  of  their  levies,  or  whether  they  are  willing  to 
serve  in  the  said  army  as  colonels  : 

And  upon  these  facts,  your  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  safety  of  the  country,  and  the  promoting  the  public  service,  make 
it  highly  necessary  and  expedient,  that  the  said  colonels  Glover,  David 
Brewer,  Woodbridge,  Little,  and  Jonathan  Brewer,  be,  without  any 
delay,  commissioned  as  chief  colonels  in  the  army  aforesaid:  and  that 
their  field  officers,  captains,  and  subalterns,  be  also  commissioned,  as 
soon  as  a  list  of  them  can  be  settled,  inasmuch  as  your  committee  are 
fully  satisfied  from  good  documents,  that  all  the  men  contained  in  the 
19  regiments  already  organized,  together  with  all  the  men  levied  by 
the  said  Colonels  Glover,  D.  Brewer,  Woodbridge,  Little,  and  Jona- 
than Brewer,  together  with  an  allowance  of  450  men,  which  may 
have  been  enlisted  by  general  Heath,  and  the  like  numl>er  by  Col. 
Robinson,  will  fall  considerably  short  of  amounting  to  13,(>(M»men; 
and  also,  because  your  committee  apprehend  that  this  Congress  may, 
without  any  injustice  to  the  field  officers  already  commissioned,  or  any 
other,  make  such  orders,  that  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  whole 
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army  may  not  be  unreasonably  enhanced  by  a  greater  number  of  regi- 
ments, than,  by  the  last  establishment  it  was  intended  the  army  should 
consist  of;  all  which  is  most  humbly  submitted  by  your  committee. 

Joseph  Hawley,  per  order. 
Adjourned  to  Friday  morning,  8  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  16,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  take  into  consideration  a  resolve 
offered  to  the  Congress  by  the  committee  of  supplies,  through  the  hands 
of  Major  Fuller,  relative  to  supplying  the  soldiers  with  rum. 

The  resolve  was  accordingly  considered  and  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Whereas,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  allowance  of  sol- 
diers, no  provision  is  made  for  the  delivery  of  rum,  or  spirituous  liquors, 
upon  extraordinary  occasions :  Resolved,  That  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  army,  the  lieutenant  general,  the  major  generals,  and  the 
brigadier  generals,  be,  and  hereby  are  respectively  empowered,  to  draw 
on  the  commissary  for  spirituous  liquors,  for  such  soldiers,  as  from 
time  to  time,  they  may  think  necessary  to  supply  therewith  ;  provided 
always,  that  the  said  general  officers  shall  not  allow  any  soldiers  spirit- 
uous liquors  as  aforesaid,  unless  upon  extraordinary  duty,  or  other- 
wise particularly  circumstanced. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Hon.  Col.  Gerrish,  Hon. 
Col.  Warren,  Col.  Prescott,  Col.  Farley,  Mr.  Aiken,  and  Doct.  Hall, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  relative  to  an 
augmentation  of  the  army,  a  supply  of  arms  to  the  soldiery,  &c.,  and  re- 
port thereon. 

[The]  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for,  for  further  considering  the 
report  of  the  committee,  respecting  the  e.xpediency  of  fitting  out  some 
armed  vessels :  Voted,  that  there  be  a  further  assignment  thereof,  viz  : 
to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  John  Row,  captain;  Mark  Pool,  lieutenant;  Ebene-  - 
zer  Cleveland,  ensign  ;  be  commissioned  in  Col.  Bridge's  regiment. 

Ordefed,  That  Col.  Richmond,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Partridge,  be 
a  committee  to  draw  a  complaisant  letter  to  Gen.  Whitcomb,  to  desire 
a  more  explicit  answer  respecting  his  acceptance  of  the  post  of  first 
major  general,  [who  reported  the  following :] 

Watertown,  June  16,  1775. 
Sir: — Your  letter  wherein  you  express  yourself  willing  to  continue 
in  the  service  of  this  colony,  until  the  army  is  regulated  and  properly 
encamped,  and  then  rely  on  a  discharge,  was  read  with  much  concern 
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by  this  Congress,  who  earnestly  hope  you  will  continue  in  office  till  the 
conclusion  of  the  campaign,  and  must  beg  your  further  and  more  ex- 
plicit answer. 

Col.  Jonathan  Brewer  [was]  sworn  and  commissioned. 
Col.  David  Brewer  [was]  sworn  and  commissioned. 
Col.  Glover  [was]  sworn  and  commissioned. 

The  committee  on  Col.  Henshaw's  petition  for  an  allowance  for  his 
journey  to  Connecticut,  reported  :  [which  report  was]  amended  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  within  account,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  think  it  reasonable  to  allow  Col.  Joseph  Henshaw, 
for  his  expenses,  ^4  75. ;  horse  travel  for  him  and  i^ervant,  £1  'ts.  ; 
time,  £2  16s. — =£8  8s.  ;  deduct  2s.  per  day  from  the  sum  charged  for 
the  time  of  Col.  Henshaw  and  his  servant,  14s. — £7  14s.  Receiver 
general  directed  to  pay  it.  Samuel  H.^rding,  C/iainnan. 

Doct.  Hall  and  Doct.  Jones  were  added  to  the  conuuittee  to  exam- 
ine surgeons  for  the  army.  Resolved,  that  any  three  of  said  committee 
shall  be  a  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  two  companies  in  Col. 
Nixon's  regiment,  agreeably  to  his  list  exhibited. 

[Afternoon.] 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Otis  and  Mr.  Johnson  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  late  extraordinary  proclamation 
of  general  Gage. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Ely,  be  appointed  to  obtain  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  list  of  such  gentlemen  as  they 
can  recommend  to  be  coumiissioned  as  officers  of  the  train. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to 
pay  to  Col.  Joseph  Henshaw,  the  sum  of  seven  pounds,  fourteen  shil- 
lings, in  full  for  his  account  reported  and  accepted  by  the  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  following  officers  of 
Col.  Nixon's  regiment,  viz  :  Capt.  Ebenezer  Winship,  Lieut.  William 
Warren,  Ensign  Richard  Buckminster. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Orne,  Mr.  Glover,  and  ^Lijor  Brooks,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  what  may  be  done  with  respect  to  such  vessels  as 
are  now  ready  to  sail,  with  fish  on  board,  there  being  a  resolve  of  this 
Congress  against  the  exportation  of  fish,  &c.;  and  in  particular  the  cases 
of  Mr.  Ellis  Gray  and  Richard  Hinckley  which  has  been  laid  before 
this  Congress. 
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The  committee  on  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath  reported  ;  [which  re- 
port was]  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

As  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  in  his  providence,  to  suffer  the  ca- 
lamities of  an  unnatural  war  to  take  place  among  us,  in  consequence 
of  our  sinful  declensions  from  him,  and  our  great  abuse  of  those  inval- 
uable blessings  bestowed  upon  us :  and  as  we  have  reason  to  fear,  that 
unless  we  become  a  penitent  and  reformed  people,  we  shall  feel  still  se- 
verer tokens  of  the  divine  displeasure  :  and  as  the  most  effectual  way 
to  escape  those  desolating  judgments  which  so  evidently  hang  over  us, 
and  if  it  may  be,  obtain  the  restoration  of  our  former  tranquillity,  will 
be,  that  we  repent  and  return,  every  one  from  his  iniquities,  unto  Him 
that  correcteth  us  ;  which,  if  we  do  in  sincerity  and  truth,  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  he  will  remove  his  judgments,  cause  our  enemies 
to  be  at  peace  with  us,  and  prosper  the  work  of  our  hands  :  and  as, 
among  the  prevailing  sins  of  this  day,  which  threaten  the  destruction 
of  this  land,  we  have  reason  to  lament  the  frequent  profanations  of 
the  Lord's  day  or  the  Christian  Sabbath ;  many  spending  their  time  in 
idleness  or  sloth,  others  in  diversions,  and  others  in  journeying,  or  bu- 
siness, which  is  not  necessary  on  said  day  :  and  as  we  earnestly  desire 
that  a  stop  might  be  put  to  this  great  and  prevailing  evil,  it  is  therefore 
Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  by  this  Congress  to  the  people  of  all 
ranks  and  denominations  throughout  this  colony,  that  they  not  only  pay 
a  religious  regard  to  that  day,  and  to  the  public  worship  of  God  thereon, 
but  that  they  also  use  their  influence  to  discountenance  and  suppress 
any  profanation  thereof  in  others  :  and  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to  read  this  resolve  to  their 
several  congregations,  accompanied  with  such  exhortations  as  they 
shall  think  proper  :  and  whereas,  there  is  great  danger  that  the  profa- 
nation of  the  Lord's  day  will  prevail  in  the  camp,  we  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  all  the  officers,  not  only  to  set  good  examples,  but  that  they 
strictly  require  of  their  soldiers  to  keep  up  a  religious  regard  to  that 
day,  and  attend  upon  the  public  worship  of  God  thereon,  so  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  other  duties. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolve  be  printed  in  hand  bills,  and 
sent  to  the  several  ministers  in  each  town  and  district  in  the  colony. 

General  Heath  and  Col.  Robinson  returned  a  list  of  their  companies, 
and  whereas  there  are  several  of  the  same  companies  returned  in  each, 
Ordered,  that  Mr.  Batchelder,  Mr.  Durfee,  Major  Perley,  Major  Fuller 
of  Middleton,  ^L^jor  Bliss,  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  same, 
and  report. 

A  further  time  was  assigned  to  make  choice  of  brigadier  generals, 
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quarter  masters  general,  and  adjutants  general,  viz.  :  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, eleven  o'clock. 

Col.  Coffin,  Mr.  Stephen  Hall  and  Col.  Davis,  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  petition  of  James  Kirkwood. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Ellis  Gray  and  Richard  Hinckley, 
&-C.,  reported  :  the  two  reports  were  accepted,  and  are  as  follow  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  petition  of 
Messrs.  Ellis  Gray  and  Richard  Hinckley,  relative  to  eighty  hogsheads 
of  Jamaica  cod  fish,  laden  on  two  vessels  bound  to  the  West  Indies ;  the 
one  of  which  would  have  sailed  before  the  resolve  of  this  honorable 
Congress  forbidding  the  exportation  of  fish  was  published,  had  she  not 
been  detained  by  the  elopement  of  her  hands,  beg  leave  to  report :  that 
being  fully  convinced,  from  the  accounts  given  us  by  Mr.  Gray  and 
Mr.  Hinckley,  that  the  fish  those  gentlemen  were  about  to  export,  is 
of  such  a  kind,  being  old  Jamaica  fish,  as,  if  detained,  cannot  possibly 
be  of  any  advantage  to  this  colony,  but  must  perish,  the  colony  being 
plentifully  supplied  with  new  fish,  that  permission  be  given  by  this 
Congress,  to  the  owners  of  said  vessels,  for  their  proceeding  on  their 
voyages;  provided,  there  is  no  other  kind  of  provision  on  board,  ex- 
cept what  is  for  the  ship's  use;  and  further,  that  toleration  be  given  to 
all  other  owners  of  vessels,  for  their  departure,  who  shall  convince  this 
Congress,  or  a  committee  thereof,  that  their  vessels  and  cargoes  are  in 
the  same  predicament,  as  no  possible  advantage  can  accrue  from  their 
detention.  J.  Orne,  per  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  bearer  of  a  certificate  from 
Newburyport,  setting  forth,  that  Jonathan  Titcomb  and  Stephen  Hoop- 
er, Esq.,  of  Newburyport,  have  shipped  on  board  two  vessels,  130 
hogsheads  of  Jamaica  fish,  which  is  said  to  be  old  fish,  beg  leave  to 
report :  that  they  are  fully  convinced,  the  fish  above  mentioned  is  of 
such  a  kind  as  is  expressed  in  the  certificate,  and  that  the  vessels  who 
have  laden  it,  have  no  other  provisions  but  a  supply  for  the  ship's  use; 
and,  as  such,  are  of  opinion  that  the  owners  of  said  vessels  be  tolerated 
to  despatch  them  on  their  voyages,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  this  Con- 
gress just  now  past,  granting  indulgence  to  the  owners  of  vessels  in 
such  predicament  for  so  doing.  J.  Orne,  per  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  late  extraordinary  proclama- 
tion, signed,  Thomas  Gage,  reported  [as  follows :] 

[In  Provincial  Congress,  Ifalertoicii^  June  10,1775  ] 
[Resolved,  That  the  following  proclamation  be  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, printed  and  published  throughout  this  colony.] 
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the  Provincial  CongressJ] 

[The  confidence  which  our  countrymen  have  reposed  in  us,  lays  us 
under  the  strongest  obligation  to  watch  and  guard  against  all  the  ma- 
lifTiiant  designs  of  their  inveterate  enemies.] 

[That  the  British  administration  have  formed,  and  have  been  for  sev- 
eral years  executing,  a  plan  to  enslave  this  and  the  other  American 
colonies,  is  a  proposition  so  evident,  that  it  would  be  an  affront  to  the 
understanding  of  mankind  to  adduce  proofs  in  support  of  it.  We  shall 
therefore  only  advert  to  those  unhappy  circumstances,  which  have  been 
the  immediate  causes  of  plunging  this  people  into  the  horrors  of  war 
nnd  desolation.  When  a  fleet  and  army  were  sent  forth  to  deprive  us 
of  every  thing  that  man  holds  dear :  when  the  capital  of  this  colony 
became  a  garrison,  and  fortifications  were  erected  upon  the  only  land 
entrance  into  the  metropolis :  when  the  commander  of  the  army  so  far 
nianifested  his  designs  against  us,  as  to  send  out  his  soldiers  in  the 
night,  to  remove  the  public  magazines  of  the  colony  from  their  safe 
lodgment  in  the  country,  and  place  them  under  the  command  of  a  for- 
eign army  :  when  he  evidenced  his  enmity  to  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try, by  sending  a  detachment  from  that  army  against  the  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  one  of  our  principal  towns,  only  because  they  were 
assembled,  quietly  to  concert  measures  to  save  themselves  from  ruin  : 
when  we  were  totally  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  a  legislative  body  : 
when  the  whole  system  of  distributive  justice  was  so  mutilated,  that 
there  could  be  no  reason  to  hope  for  any  advantages  from  it :  when  an 
act  of  parliament  was  passed,  which  the  general  of  the  army  resolved 
to  execute,  by  which  our  countrymen  were  given  up  as  a  prey  to  a 
law  l<->s  soldiery,  who  were  screened  from  punishment  here,  for  the  mur- 
dcfji  they  might  commit:  in  fine,  when  the  army  and  navy  breathed 
nothing  but  blood  and  slaughter,  and  all  our  accounts  from  England 
but  too  strongly  proved  the  inhuman  intentions  of  those  in  power;  it 
became  us  as  men,  as  freemen  and  as  christians,  to  take  some  steps  to 
preserve  our  own  lives  and  properties,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  inheri- 
tance, purchased  at  no  less  a  price  than  the  blood  of  many  thousand 
of  our  brave  ancestors,  entire  and  undiminished  for  succeeding  genera- 
tions. The  Congress,  whom  this  people  then  chose,  recommended  it 
to  thCMK  to  provide  themselves  with  such  articles  for  their  defence  as 
tlie  law  of  the  land  required,  and  further  recommended  it  to  them,  to 
appropriate  some  part  of  their  property  for  the  purchasing  such  stores, 
to  be  laid  up  in  p..blic  magazines,  as  might  be  useful  for  the  general 
defence,  in  case  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  us  by  the  army.  The 
recommendation  wad  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  stores  were  pro- 
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cured,  in  the  most  peaceable  and  quiet  manner,  and  deposited  in  mag- 
azines, where  they  were  to  have  continued  without  the  least  injury  or 
disturbance  to  any  one,  unless  drawn  out  by  necessity,  to  save  the 
country  from  destruction.    But  the  possibility  of  our  making  resistance 
to  the  bloody  schemes  of  our  adversaries  was  the  source  of  continual 
terror  to  the  traitors,  whose  aim  was  to  enslave  this  country,  and  ^cn- 
eral  Gage,  after  many  little  pilferings,  and  several  humiliatincr  disap- 
pointments in  his  attempts  to  rob  the  people,  at  length  determined  to 
destroy  the  magazines  at  Concord ;  he  sent  the  grenadiers  and  detach- 
ments of  light  infantry  of  every  regiment,  about  one  thousand  in 
number,  secretly,  by  night,  over  Charles  river.    On  their  way,  some 
of  the  officers  captured,  and  otherwise  infamously  abused  several 
of  the  inhabitants,  and,  when  the  body  arrived  at  Lexington  mee  ting- 
house, which  was  very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  ever  memorable 
nineteeth  of  April,  they,  in  a  most  barbarous  and  infamous  manner, 
fired  upon  a  small  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  cruelly  murdered 
eight  men.    The  fire  was  returned  by  some  of  the  survivors,  but 
their  number  was  too  inconsiderable  to  annoy  the  regular  troops,  who 
proceeded  on  their  errand,  and,  upon  coming  up  to  Concord,  be^jan 
to  destroy,  by  fire  and  water,  the  stores  and  magazines,  until  a  party 
of  them  again  fired  upon  and  killed  two  more  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  native  bravery  of  our  countrymen  could  now  no  longer  be  re- 
strained; a  small  party,  consisting  of  about  two  or  three  hundred  men, 
attacked  them  with  such  spirit  and  resolution  as  compelled  them  soon 
to  retreat.    At  Lexington,  they  met  a  reenforcement  of  regular  troops, 
consisting  of  about  eight  hundred,  with  two  field  pieces,  commanded 
by  Lord  Percy  ;  this,  however,  did  not  encourage  them  to  keep  their 
ground  :  but  they  continued  their  route  towards  Charlestown,  marking 
their  way  with  every  species  of  desolation  and  cruelty  which  their  haste 
would  permit.    The  burning  and  robbing  of  houses,  the  abuses  and 
barbarities  offered  to  defenceless  women  and  children,  the  wanton 
slaughter  of  the  aged  and  helpless,  will  be  perpetual  memorials  of 
the  base  spirit  which  actuated  the  perpetrators.    Upon  their  arrival  at 
Charlestown,  our  countrymen  quitted  the  pursuit,  and  the  next  day 
suffered  them,  without  annoyance,  to  cross  the  river,  and  return  to 
Boston.    This  action  of  the  troops  destroyed  every  hope  of  coming  to 
any  accommodation  with  them ;  we,  therefore,  were  compelled  to  raise 
an  army  to  prevent  such  bloody  excursions  in  future  ;  an  army  is,  there- 
fore, raised  and  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  we  are,  with  the  greatest 
reluctance,  obliged  to  declare,  that  we  have  now  nothing  to  depend  upon, 
under  God,  to  preserve  America  from  slavery  and  destruction,  but  our 
44 
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OHH  arms.  To  these  we  have  been  forced  to  make  our  appeal,  and  by 
these  we  are  determined  to  maintain  our  rights :  and  we  are  obliged  to 
declare,  and  do  now  publicly  declare,  all  persons,  who  shall  aiford 
any  aid,  assistance,  or  relief,  or  hold  any  manner  of  communication  of 
any  kind  whatsoever,  with  general  Gage,  admiral  Graves,  or  the  army, 
or  navy,  or  any  one  of  those  now  under  their  command,  who  are  sta- 
tioned in  our  metropolis  and  the  harbor  of  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  or  any 
persons  who  are  known,  or  shall  hereafter  be  known,  to  have  afToided 
such  aid,  or  to  have  had  such  communication  with  them,  or  either  of 
them,  to  be  enemies  and  traitors  to  their  country,  and  they  shall  be 
proceeded  against  and  treated  as  such;  excepting  only,  such  of  the  un- 
happy inhabitants  of  Boston,  as  have,  by  a  treacherous  and  most  infa- 
mous breach  of  faith  in  general  Gage,  been  prevented  from  removing 
out  of  the  town  of  Boston,  whose  peculiar  circumstances  this  Congress 
will,  at  all  times,  make  due  allowance  lor,  so  long  as  they  shall  avoid 
doing  any  thing  to  obstruct  or  counteract  such  steps  as  this  Congress 
shall  think  fit  to  take  ;  but  the  said  inhabitants  are  strictly  forbidden, 
whatever  may  be  the  consequence  of  their  refusal,  to  be  in  any,  the 
least  degree,  instrumental  in  assisting  the  enemy,  or  opposing  the 
country,  as  they  would  avoid  the  penalties  due  to  the  enemies  thereof. 
From  a  real  tenderness  to  our  fellow  men,  we  most  sincerely  regret  the 
unhappy  situation  of  the  soldiery  and  sailors  in  the  army  and  navy  now 
stationed  in  the  town  and  harbor  of  Boston,  and  assure  them,  upon 
that  faith,  which  never  has  been,  and  we  trust  never  will  be  violated, 
that,  upon  their  quitting  the  infamous  service  in  which  they  are,  as 
we  must  in  charity  suppose,  contrary  to  their  own  inclinations  and 
principles  engaged;  we  will  receive  them  as  brethren  and  fellow  sub- 
jects, and  protect  them  against  every  attempt  that  may  be  made  by  our 
enemies  to  force  them  again  into  the  disgraceful  and  inhuman  service, 
in  which  they  are  now  employed.] 

[And,  that  our  earnest  desire  to  discover  our  tender  regard  to  our 
few  misguided  fellow  countrymen,  and  our  readiness  to  forgive  even 
ihose  who  have  knowingly  offended,  we  do  promise  and  engage  a  full 
and  free  pardon  to  all  persons  who  have  fled  to  the  town  of  Boston  for 
refuge,  and  to  other  public  offenders  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
this  country,  of  what  kind  or  denomination  soever ;  excepting  only 
from  the  benefit  of  such  pardon,  Thomas  Gage,  Samuel  Graves;  those 
counsellors  who  were  appointed  by  mandamus  and  have  not  signified 
their  resignation,  viz.,  Jonathan  Sewall,  Charles  Paxton,  Benjamin 
Hallowell ;  and  all  the  natives  of  America,  not  belonging  to  the  navy  or 
army,  who  went  out  with  the  regular  troops  on  the  nineteenth  of  April 
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last,  and  were  countenancing,  aiding,  and  assisting  them  in  the  robber- 
ies and  murders  then  committed ;  whose  offences  are  of  too  flagitious  a 
nature  to  admit  of  any  other  consideration  than  that  of  condign  pun- 
ishment :  provided,  they  take  the  benefit  hereof,  by  making  a  surren- 
der of  themselves  to  any  general  officer  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts 
army,  and  subscribe  a  declaration  of  their  readiness  to  comply  with, 
support,  and  abide  by,  all  the  resolutions  and  determinations  which  are 
already  made  by  this  or  any  former  Congress,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be 
made  by  this  or  any  future  Congress,  or  house  of  representatives  of  this 
colony,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof.  And  it  is  earnestly 
enjoined  upon  the  selectmen,  committees  of  correspondence,  commit- 
tees of  safety,  and  all  other  officers,  of  every  town  in  this  colony,  that 
they  use  their  utmost  diligence  to  discover  and  make  known  to  this 
Congress,  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall,  in  any  respect,  atteni[>t  to 
do  any  thing  tending  to  render  ineffectual  their  designs  and  doinirs  ; 
and  we  trust,  that  the  God  of  armies,  on  whom  we  rely  for  a  hle?*'-ing 
upon  our  arms,  which  we  have  taken  up  in  support  of  the  great  and 
fundamental  principles  of  natural  justice  and  the  common  and  indefea- 
sible rights  of  mankind,  will  guide  and  direct  us  in  our  designs ;  and 
at  last,  in  infinite  goodness  to  this  his  injured  people,  restore  peace 
and  freedom  to  the  American  world.] 

Voted,  That  Tuesday  next,  ten  o'clock  before  noon,  be  assigned  for 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Col.  Grout  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  fill  commissions  for  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, as  recommended  by  the  committee  of  safety. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  made  out  for  Mr.  Heath,  as  colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Resolved,  That  Deacon  Plympton  be  appointed  to  countersign  the 
small  notes,  instead  of  Col.  Richmond. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  application  of  president 
Langdon,  reported ;  which  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  as  many  of  the 
overseers  of  Harvard  College  as  can  be  called  together,  under  the  pres- 
ent circumstances  of  the  college  and  the  country,  to  meet  and  join  with 
the  corporation  of  said  college,  in  conferring  academical  degrees  at  the 
approaching  season  of  the  annual  commencement,  on  such  candidates 
as  may  offer  themselves  and  be  judged  qualified  for  the  same  ;  and  to 
transact  any  other  important  matters  relative  to  that  society,  in  the 
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same  manner,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  whole  body  of 
the  overseers  might  do,  if  present. 

Voted,  That  the  receiver  general,  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  as  also 
Deacon  Plympton,  have  leave  of  absence  from  to-morrow  afternoon  un- 
til Monday  morning. 

,  Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  June  17,  1775. 

The  committee  on  account  of  Mrs.  Coolidge,  reported :  the  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  till  the  president  came  into  Congress. 

The  Congress  granted  leave  of  absence  to  Mr.  J.  Orne,  being  bound 
on  a  journey  to  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  property  of 
some  persons,  who  have  left  their  habitations  in  sundry  towns  in  this 
colony,  and  also  have  discovered  themselves  to  be  enemies  to  the  rights 
of  this  colony  and  the  continent,  &C.,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Col.  Thompson  and  Col.  Glover,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  upon  the  expediency  and  means  of  procuring 
fire  arms  and  powder  from  Philadelphia,  and  elsewhere  ;  which  com- 
mittee reported  :  the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  upon  the  expediency  and 
means  of  procuring  fire  arms  and  powder  from  Philadelphia  and  else- 
where, and  to  report  in  the  form  of  a  resolve,  report  accordingly  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  employ  Mr. 
Joshua  Orne,  a  member  of  this  Congress,  for  this  end,  and  that  they, 
by  letter,  desire  that  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  would  be 
picnsed  to  grant  to  Mr.  Orne  their  aid  in  the  premises. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolve  of 
the  committee  of  safety,  respecting  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  and 
supplying  the  army  with  arms,  &lc.,  reported  in  part;  the  report  was 
considered  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  the  hostile  incursions  this  country  is  exposed  to,  and  the 
frequent  alarms  we  may  expect  from  the  military  operations  of  our  en- 
emies, make  it  necessary  that  the  good  people  of  this  colony  be  on 
their  guard,  and  prepared  at  all  times  to  resist  their  attacks,  and  to  aid 
and  assist  their  brethren :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  militia,  in  all  parts  of  this  colony,  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning,  to  the  relief  of  any 
place  that  may  be  attacked,  or  to  the  support  of  our  army,  with  at  least 
twenty  cartridges,  or  rounds  of  powder  and  ball ;  and,  to  prevent  all 
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confusion  or  delay,  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  living  on  the  sea  coasts,  or  within  twenty  miles  of  them, 
that  they  carry  their  arms  and  ammunition  with  them  to  meeting  on 
the  sabbath,  and  otlier  days  when  they  meet  for  public  worship. 

Resolved^  That  all  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  officers  going  into 
the  army,  or  otherwise,  in  the  several  regiments  of  militia,  be  immedi- 
ately filled  up :  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  regiments,  where  such 
vacancies  are,  to  supply  them,  in  manner  and  form  as  prescribed  by 
the  resolutions  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolve  before  mentioned,  brought  in  by  said 
committee  last  mentioned,  be  immediately  printed  in  handbills,  and 
that  the  number  be  three  hundred. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Goodman,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Major  Bliss,  be  and 
hereby  are  appointed  a  committee,  to  get  said  three  Imndred  liandbills 
printed,  and  distribute  the  same  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Moses  Gunn,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  to 
countersign  the  large  notes,  instead  of  the  lion.  Joseph  AVarren,  K>i\. 

Col.  Jonathan  Brewer's  list  of  officers  in  his  regiment,  was  presented  : 
Ordered,  that  a  commission  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  said  ofiicers, 
except  to  Joseph  Stebbins,  who  has  but  21  men  in  his  company. 

Col.  David  Brewer's  list  of  officers  in  his  regiment,  was  presented  : 
Ordered,  that  a  commission  be  delivered  to  each  of  said  officers. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Holmes,  Major  Brooks,  and  Capt.  Smith,  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  printers,  Edes,  Hall,  and  Thomas,  and 
know  of  them  respectively,  upon  what  terms  they  will  print  handbills, 
and  also  such  pieces  as  may  be  desired  by  this  Congress  to  be  put  in 
the  weekly  papers,  and  make  report  to  this  Congress  in  writing,  with 
all  convenient  speed. 

The  petition  of  sundry  persons  from  Egamagon  Reach  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  sea  coasts,  [who  re- 
ported as  follows  :] 

On  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Egamagon  Reach, 
No.  4.,  so  called,  praying  for  a  small  supply  of  provisions  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  by  this  Congress  to  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  the  town  of  Salem,  or  to  the  like  committee  or  com- 
mittees of  correspondence  of  any  other  towns  within  this  province,  to 
supply  Messrs.  Robert  Byard  and  Alexander  Greenlaw,  of  said  Ega- 
magon Reach,  No.  4.,  for  the  present  relief  of  tlie  said  inhabitants, 
with  the  following  articles,  viz. :  forty  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  and  five 
barrels  of  pork ;  and  take  in  return  for  the  same,  cord  wood,  or  such 
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other  pnyment  as  the  said  Robert  Byard,  and  Alexander  Greenlaw, 
may  be  able  to  make  ;  and  in  case  they,  the  said  Bayard  and  Green- 
law, should  not  make  satisfaction  for  the  same,  in  a  reasonable  time,  it 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  province, 
and  the  said  Byard  and  Greenlaw  shall  refund  the  same  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

Several  of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  state 
and  circumstances  of  the  sea-coasts,  viz. :  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  Hon.  Mr. 
Spooner,  Col.  Cutt,  and  Capt.  Maynard,  beincr  absent,  Ordered,  that 
Major  Hall,  Mr.  Aiken,  Capt.  Morton,  and  Capt.  King,  be  appointed 
in  their  stead. 

liisolvcd,  That  the  vote  for  choosing  brigadier  generals  from  the 
colonels  who  have  been  commissioned  by  this  Congress,  be  so  far  re- 
considered, as  that  Col.  Heath,  though  he  has  not  yet  received  his  com- 
mission, may  be  eligible  to  that  office. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  reported  the  following  resolve  and  schedule,  which  were 
accepted . 

Whereas,  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  plantations  in  this  col- 
ony, not  incorporated,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring 
colonies,  together  with  a  number  of  the  late  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  have  enlisted  into  the  army  now  raising  in  this  colony,  to  whom 
the  resolve  of  Congress,  dated  May  9,  1775,  empowering  the  selectmen 
to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  towns  with  arms,  &:.c.,did 
not  extend  ;  arid,  by  that  means,  many  of  such  men  are  not  provided 
witli  sufficient  arms  :  therefore,  it f^o/rr<:/,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  towns  and  districts  in  the  counties  specified  in  a  list  hereunto 
annexed,  who  may  have  good  and  sufficient  firelocks,  be  and  hereby  are 
most  earnestly  advised,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  provide  and  deliver  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  are  to  be  now  appointed  by  this  Congress  to 
receive  the  same,  the  full  number  of  good,  effective  firelocks,  specified 
in  the  said  list  for  each  town  and  district  to  supply,  for  v/hich  firelocks 
every. owner  thereof  shall  receive  such  sum,  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  this 
colony,  as  the  person  or  persons  now  to  be  appointed  by  this  Congress 
to  receive  such  firelock,  and  the  owner  thereof,  shall  agree  to  be  the 
value  of  the  .same,  within  forty  days  after  the  delivery  of  such  firelock. 
For  all  which  firelocks  delivered  as  aforesaid,  the  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  Congress  to  receive  the  same,  shall  give  his  receipt 
therefor  in  the  form  followinor : 
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The  day  of  1775. 

Received  of  A.  B.  firelock  ,  to  the  use  of  the  colony  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  of  the  value  of  ;  which  sum  the  receiver  general 
of  the  said  colony  is  directed,  in  forty  days  after  the  date  hereof,  to  pay 
to  the  said  A,  B.  or  order,  in  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony. 

And  the  said  receiver  general,  upon  such  receipt  being  produced  to 
him,  is  empowered  and  required  to  pay,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, the  sum  specified  in  such  receipt,  in  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid, 
to  the  person  named  therein,  or  his  order  ;  and,  furthermore,  the  se- 
lectmen and  committees  of  correspondence  of  the  several  towns  and 
districts  aforesaid,  are  hereby  most  earnestly  requested  to  afford  all  pos- 
sible aid  and  assistance  to  the  persons  to  be  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress, to  procure  the  said  firelocks  ;  that  so  the  said  arms  may  be  sup- 
plied to  our  army  with  the  greatest  expedition.  And  the  persons  to  be 
appointed  to  procure  said  firelocks,  are  hereby  severally  empowered  and 
directed  to  employ  such  wagoners  and  teamsters  as  shall  be  necosary, 
with  great  despatch,  to  convey  the  same  to  the  army,  and  to  order  tlie 
receiver  genera!  of  this  colony  to  pay,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  same, 
in  bills  of  credit  as  aforesaid,  such  sums  as  they  shall  agree  on  and 
draw  for  ;  and  the  said  receiver  general  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  pay  the  orders  so  drawn. 

Worcester  County. — Worcester,  30  ;  Lancaster,  32 ;  Mendon,  24 ; 

•  Brookfield,31  ;  Oxford,  11  ;  Charlton,  11  -  Sutton,  31 ;  Leices- 
ter, 12;  Spencer,  10;  Paxton,  6 ;  Rutland,  15;  Oakham,  6; 
Hubbardston,  2  ;  New  Braintree,  10  ;  Southborough,  12  ;  West- 
borough,  12  ;  Northborough,  8  ;  Lunenburg,  16 ;  Fitchburg, 
6;  Uxbridge,ll;  Northbridge,  5  ;  Harvard,  10  ;  Dudley,  10  ; 
Hutchinson,  13  ;  Bolton,  15  ;  Upton,  6  ;  Shrewsbury ,  22  ;  Stur- 
bridge,  12;  Leominster,  12  ;  Hardwick,  17  ;  Western,  11  :  IIol- 
den,  8;  Douglass,  7 ;  Grafton,  12;  Petersham,  12 ;  Royal- 
ston,  2 ;  Westminster,  10 ;  Athol,  G;  Templeton,8;  Princeton, 
8 :  Ashburnham,  3  ;  Winciiendon,  3  ;      .  .  .  514 

Ilampshirr. — Springfield,  20;  West  Springfield,  25  ;  Wilbraham, 
11;  Noithampton,  25  :  Southampton,  10;  Iladley,  11;  South 
Hadley,  9;  Amherst,  12;  Granby,  7;  Hatfield,  14;  Westfield, 
19;  Deerfield,  15;  Greenfield,  10;  Sunderland,  9 ;  Mont.igue, 
8;  Northfield,  10;  Brimfield,  15;  South  Brimficld,  10:  Mon- 
son,  8;  Pelham,  14;  Blandford,9;  Palmer,  11  ;  Granville,  10; 
New  Salem,  9 ;  Warwick,  5  ;  Ashfield,  8 ;  Southvvick,  8 ;  -^*54 
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SufoJ/c.—Wrenih^m,  25;  Medway,  10  ;  Bellingham,  6 ;  Walpole, 
4 ;  Medfield,  4 ;    .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

.  Middlcsci. — Marlborough,  20 ;  Littleton,  6;  Hopkinton,  9  ;  West- 
ford,  6;  Groton,  7  ;  Shirley,  2  ;  Peppereli,  4  ;  Townsend,  4  ; 
Dracut,  5:  Acton,  5  ;  Dunstable,  5;  Tewksbury,  4  ;  Chelms- 
ford, 7 ;  Billerica,  7 ;  Stow,  4  ;  Framingham,  3 ;  Wilming- 
ton, 4 ;    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  102 

Plymouth. — Bridgewater,  2o  ;  Middleborough,  16  ;  .  41 

Bristol. — Attleborough,  10  ;  Rehoboth,  15 ;  .  .  25 

Worcester,  514;  Hampshire,  334  ;  Suffolk,  49  ;  Middlesex,  102  ; 
Plymouth,  41  ;  Bristol,  25 ;  total,         .  .  .  1065 

Resolved,  That  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  be  assigned  for  choosing  com- 
mittees to  receive  and  purchase  fire  arms  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  re- 
solve. 

Afternoon. 

A  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  a  re- 
solve containing  several  recommendations  to  this  and  the  other  colo- 
nies, and  two  letters,  one  to  the  Lieut.  Gov.  of  Rhode  Island,  and  one 
to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  brought  express  by  Mr. 
Fcssendcii,  were  read;  whereupon.  Ordered,  that  Capt.  Morton  take 
charge  of  tlie  letter  to  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Slead  that  to  Rhode 
Island,  to  deliver  them  immediately,  and  return  to  the  Congress  as  soon 
as  njny  be. 

lltsolred,  That  the  Hon.  Col.  Warren,  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Hon. 
Col.  Gcrrish,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Prescott,  Deacon  Cheever,  Capt.  Brown, 
and  Capt.  Robinson,  and  the  secretary  of  the  Congress,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  notify  and  call  together  the  members  of  this  Congress  in  any 
extraordinary  emergency,  at  any  other  time,  or  to  any  other  place, 
than  [that]  to  which  it  may  stand  adjourned. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for  : 

Whereupon,  conimittees  were  chosen  to  purchase  arms  agreeably  to 
the  resolve  passed  in  the  forenoon  :  tlie  names  of  the  committees  cho- 
sen are  expressed  in  the  following  resolve,  viz. : 

-For  the  count y  of  MWcester :  Capt.  William  Page  of  Hardwick, 
Capt.  Abiel  Saddler  of  Upton,  Mr.  Ilemmenway  of  Shrewsbury  : — For 
the  county  of  Hampshire :  Major  Benjamin  S.  Ely  of  West  Spring- 
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field,  Major  John  Bliss  of  Hadley  : — For  the  county  of  Suffolk:  Capt. 
Lemuel  Kollock  of  Wrentham  : — For  the  county  of  Middlesex:  Col. 
Simeon  Spaulding  of  Chelmsford,  Capt.  .Tosiali  Stone  of  Framingham  : 
— For  the  county  of  Plymouth  :  Major  Ebenezer  White  of  Rochester  : 
— For  the  county  of  Bristol :  Col.  George  Williams  of  Taunton. 
Adjourned  to  Sunday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Sunday,  June  18, 1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
be  secured  and  taken  care  of,  at  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  ;  and 
that  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  procure 
a  horse  for  the  secretary,  that  he  may  have  one  ready  for  that  purpose 
on  any  emergency. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of  Waldoborough  for  powder,  was 
read  ;  whereupon,  Resolved,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lotiirop  appoint  some  messenger  to  go  to  Doct. 
Church,  for  the  letters  it  is  said  he  has  brought  from  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Havvley,  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Kollock,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, Col.  Gerrish,  Doct.  Church  and  Col.  Otis,  be  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  letter  to  the  Continental  Congress  on  the  late  attack  of  the 
king's  troops  at  Bunker's  hill,  &/C.,  and  such  other  matters  as  they 
may  think  proper,  and  report  to  this  Congress  :  and  also  that  they  take 
into  consideration  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  several  recommendations  of  the  said  Continental  Congress 
therein  enclosed,  received  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  and  another  letter  from 
the  said  president,  with  a  resolve  enclosed  relative  to  a  mode  of  gov- 
ernment for  this  colony ;  and  also  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  su[>- 
plies,  what  steps  they  have  taken  to  procure  powder  from  the  other 
governments  of  New  England.^ 

(I)  Tho  lottera  of  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  president  of  the  Coritinental  Congress,  with  the  reso- 
lution* enclosed,  except  that  inserted  in  the  journal,  are  copied  below.  The  despatches  for  tht> 
fOTernmentj  of  Rho<le  Island  and  Xew  Hampshire,  covered  transcripts  of  the  same  documents. 

"PHILADELPHIA,  June  10th,  1775 

"  GENTLEMEN  : — In  consequenct;  of  your  application  to  this  C'on^jrcsK  for  advice  respecting  a 
form  of  government  to  be  adopted  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  under  your  present  citcuiii^tance*,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  transmit  you  their  resolution  thereon,  which  is  here  en<-|..«od.  1 
am  also  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  have  been  so  pressed  with  bu*ine*s,  th:it  they  have 
been  prevented  determining  upon  the  other  matters  mentioned  in  your  h-ttera  to  iheni  :  but  ihtj 
will  very  soon  come  under  their  consideration,  and  their  resolutions  there«.u  »lmll  be  forwarded 
to  you." 

"  I  also  enclose  you  a  resolve  of  Congress,  for  furnishing  our  army  with  flour  ;  this  you  will  keep 
•eciet,  at  least  as  far  as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit,  as  the  publication  may  give  an  alarm,  v»hieb 
may  prevent  the  good  effects  of  it." 

"  Last  evening,  Mr.  Fessenden,  your  express,  arrived,  with  your  despatches  of  June  4th,  which  I 
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Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  write  to 
Rliode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  touching  the  article  of  powder  ; 
also  to  send  to  each  of  said  governments  a  copy  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

■hall  this  morning  lay  before  the  Congress,  and,  wiien  considered  by  Congress,  their  determination 
■  hall  be  immediately  transmitted  you." 

"  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presidait" 
"  To  the  gentlemen  of  tJie  Provincial  CongresSy  JMassachiLsetts  Bay." 

"  In  Congress,  June  9th,  1775. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New  York  be  requested  to  convey,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, to  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island,  or  to  any  port  in  the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  five 
thousand  barrels  of  flour,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army." 

That  the  committee  of  correspondence  at  Providence,  or  in  the  government  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  where  the  said  flour  may  be  carried,  be  desired  to  receive  the  same,  and  to  forward  it  to  the 
camp  before  Boston,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  to  lodge  such  parts  thereof  as  cannot  immediately  be 
•ent  thither,  in  places  of  security." 
"  That  this  Congress  wili  malce  provision  for  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  for  this  service." 

*'  Secret  as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit,  for  fear  of  an  alarm  being  given,  and  a  stop.        J.  H." 

"PHILADELPHIA,  June  10th,  1775. 

"GENTLEMEN: — By  order  of  the  Congress,  I  transmit  you  the  inclosed  resolutions,  passed  by 
the  Congress  this  morning.  The  necessity  of  the  present  emergency  requires  a  speedy  compliance 
with  the  first,  and  I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  nature  of  the  service  requires  it  to  be  done  with 
»■  much  secrecy  as  possible." 

**  I  am  also  directed  by  the  Congress  to  request  you  will  please  to  transmit  to  them,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  an  es-timate  of  the  powder,  arms,  and  ammunition  in  your  colony,  including  private  as  well 
aa  public  •toclts." 

"  By  Doctor  Church,  this  morning,  I  forwarded  you  the  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the 
mode  of  government." 

"  I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prendeiity 
»«Th#»  inrIo«««d  letters  for  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Rhode  Ireland,  and  the  gentlemen  of  New 
Hampahire,  pleag<"  immediutely,  on  receipt,  to  send  off  by  express  ;  pray  don't  fail." 
"  To  tAe  tnrmbers  of  the  Proctncial  Congress,  Jilassuchusetts  Bay." 

"  In  Congress,  June  10,  1775. 

•♦The  Congress  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island, 
Cwinectirut,  and  the  internal  towns  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  that  they  immediately  furnish  the 
American  army  before  Boston,  with  as  much  powder,  out  of  their  town  and  other  public  stocks,  as 
Uiejr  ran  f»o»«ihIy  »pare,  keeping  an  exact  account  of  the  quantity  supplied,  that  it  may  be  again  re- 
placed or  pnid  for  by  the  continent :  this  to  be  efi'ected  with  the  \itmost  secrecy  and  despatch." 

♦*  Rf.'olred,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  of  Mas- 
•arhioett*  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  the  eastern  division 
of  New  Jt'r»i'y,  to  collect  all  the  saltpetre  and  brimstone  in  their  several  towns  and  districts,  and 
tranimitthe  •anie,  with  all  (wssible  df  spatch,  to  the  Provrncial  Congress  of  New  York." 

That  it  bo  rpconmu  nded  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  to  have  the  powder  mills  in 
that  colony  ptit  into  luf-h  a  coiidition,  as  immediately  to  manufacture  into  powder,  for  the  use  of  the 
continent,  whatever  materinls  may  be  procured  in  the  manner  above  directed." 

'*  Resolced,  That  it  bo  rerommended  to  the  several  inhabitants  of  the  c<donies,  who  are  possessed 
of  •alti»etre  and  sulphur  for  their  own  use,  to  disjvose  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
gunpowder." 

"  Resolved,  Thai  the  saltpetre  and  aulphnr,  to  be  collected  in  consequence  of  the  resolves  of 
Congress  for  that  purpose,  be  paid  for  out  of  the  continental  fund." 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  minutei.  CHA'S  THOMPSON,  Sec'y." 
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[Afternoon] 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thurston,  Col.  Parks  and  Doct.  Corbett,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  petition  from  Egamagon  Reach ;  and  also  a 
petition  from  Deer  Island,  [for  supplies  of  provisions.] 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

MoNDAT,  June  19,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Foster  and  Col.  Thompson,  be  and 
hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  immediately  to  Cambridge, 
and  inquire  what  methods  are  taking  to  supply  the  army  at  the  intrench- 
ments  with  victuals  and  drink,  and  take  effectual  care  that  they  be  well 
supplied  without  delay. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Parks,  Deacon  Fairbanks  and  Doct.  Whiting, 
be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  a 
letter  from  General  Ward,  respecting  the  supplying  the  soldiers  with 
blankets  and  other  articles  lost  in  battle,  also  for  providing  spears  for 
defence. 1 

Doct.  Hall,  Doct.  Jones  and  Mr.  Bigelow,  were  appointed  a  coin* 
mittee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  another  hospital  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  army,  and  ordered  to  sit  forthwith. 

Deacon  Bailey,  Capt.  Goodman  and  Mr.  Fisher,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  supplies,  how  far  they  have 
proceeded  to  supply  the  soldiery  with  blankets,  &c.,  and  make  report. 

Capt.  Goodrich,  Mr.  Aikin  and  Capt.  Dvvight,  were  appointed  to 
consider  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Jedediah  Preble  and  Hon.  Enoch 
Freeman,  respecting  Col.  Phiney's  regiment  being  commissioned  for 
the  defence  of  the  sea  coasts.^ 

(1)  Two  letters  were  received  from  Gen.  Ward,  on  the  19th  of  June,  addressed  to  the  president 
of  Consress, 

"CAMBRIDGE,  June  19,  1775. 

"  SIR  : — The  honorable  Congress  are  hereby  informed,  that,  in  the  late  action,  many  of  the  soldiera 
lo«t  their  blankets  and  clothes  ;  they  are  now  in  a  very  suHVrinj;  condition  on  that  account,  and 
ma«t,  jo  order  to  fit  them  for  duty,  be  immediately  supplied,  e»pecijlly  with  blankets  ;  and  many 
that  Here  not  in  the  action  aie  destitute  of  bhinketsi  " 

*•  It  is  requested,  that  the  troops  may  be  supplied  also  with  a  larpe  number  of  spears  or  lances,  for 
defending  the  breastworks.    In  the  late  action,  spears  might  have  saved  the  intrenchment. 

By  order  of  the  general.  JOSEPH  WARD,  Sec'ry." 

«  HEAD  aUARTER?,  June  19,  1775. 
"  SIR:— T  must  earnestly  entreat  the  Congress  to  furnish  the  train  of  artillery,  with  a  CiMnpoaj 
of  artificers  immediately,  as  the  army  suffers  greatly  for  want  of  tliem.    This  ought  to  hive  been 
one  of  the  first  establishments,  and  I  hope  the  Congress  will  not  delay  the  matt«r  a  day  longer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  moat  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ARTE-M.-VS  WARD." 

(2)  The  letter  from  the  Hon.  Jedediah  Preble  and  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman  follows  : 

"  FALMOUTH,  June  14,  1775. 
"  HONORED  SIR  t—These  wait  on  you  by  Colonel  Phlney,  who  ioformt  us,  he  baa  ordwred  the 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
certain  officers  for  taking  care  of  the  ordnance  stores,  viz.,  storekeep- 
er, conductors,  and  clerk  ;  also,  the  establishment  of  a  company  of  ar- 
tificers, di-c,  reported  :  the.  report  was  amended  and  accepted,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
certain  officers  for  taking  care  of  the  ordnance  stores  ;  also  what  arti- 
ficers, and  the  number,  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  army,  and  in 
what  way  they  shall  be  established,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows :  That,  in  addition  to  the  storekeeper  al- 
ready appointed  by  this  Congress,  theie  be  established  four  conduc- 
tors of  stores,  and  two  clerks  for  the  ordnance  department ;  and  a 
company  of  artificers,  to  consist  of  a  master  carpenter  or  overseer, 
with  49  privates;  and  the  committee  of  safety  be  desired  to  recom- 
mend to  this  Congress,  fit  persons  for  the  offices  abovenamed ;  and  if 
any  such  privates,  who  are  now  engaged  in  either  of  the  regiments  of 
the  Massachusetts  army,  are  inclined  to  join  the  abovesaid  company, 
they  may  have  leave  so  to  do,  they  relinquishing  their  pay  as  soldiers, 
from  the  time  they  engage  as  artificers,  and  be  equipt  with  fire  arms, 
and  accoutrements ;  and  the  overseer,  when  appointed,  be  ordered  to 
consult  the  chief  engineer  with  respect  to  the  number  of  each  kind  of 
artificers  that  may  be  necessary,  and  that  he  complete  his  company, 
and  make  return  thereof  to  this  Congress,  with  all  possible  despatch. 
Your  committee,  furthermore,  beg  leave  to  report  an  establishment  for 
the  officers  and  privates  above  mentioned,  viz, : 

The  storekeeper,  8S0  per  month  :  four  conductors,  each  848  do.  : 
one  master  carpenter,  or  overseer,  880  do.  :  two  clerks,  each  848  do.  : 
49  privates,  they  to  find  their  own  tools,  850  do.  each.  All  which  is 
humbly  submitted.  Elisha  Parks,  per  order. 

Jiesolvid,  That  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  a 
president  of  this  Congress,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Warren, 
Esq.,  supposed  to  be  killed  in  the  late  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolve  of 

men  lately  enlisted  in  this  county,  to  gtiartl  the  sea  coasts  and  islands  within  said  county,  to  secure 
the  cattle  and  «>htep  from  the  ravages  of  crui»ers  from  the  navy  :  but,  as  no  provision  is  made  for 
their  suhsistence,  it  cannot  be  expected  tliey  can  continue  to  do  duty  without.  Wc  refer  you  to 
Colont  l  Phiney  tor  particulars.  Four  Indian  chiefs  arrived  here  this  day,  with  Captain  Lane, 
from  the  Penobscot  tribe.  We  hope  their  expectations  will  be  answered,  which  will  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  the  securing  to  our  interest  the  whole  tribe." 

♦'We  ore,  honored  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  8er\'ant9, 

JEDEDIAH  PREBLE, 
ENOCH  FREEMAN." 

Hon.  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.^  to  be  communicated. 
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the  honorable  Continental  Congress,  respecting  the  method  of  estab- 
lishing civil  government  in  this  colony,  reported :  [The  report  was] 
read  and  debated,  and  Resolved,  that  the  further  consideration  of  said 
report  be  put  off  until  Doct.  Church,  who  was  at  Philadelphia  at  the 
time  said  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  passed,  shall  be  present. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from 
General  Ward,  respecting  supplying  the  soldiers  with  blankets,  &:c., 
lost  in  battle,  and  providing  spears  &c.,  reported :  The  report  was  re- 
committed. 

Col.  Prescott  and  Mr.  Wheeler,  were  added  to  the  committee  cho- 
sen to  fill  up  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the  army. 

Afternoon. 

[The]  order  of  the  day   [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Prescott,  Doct.  Hall,  and  Col.  Otis,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort,  and  count,  the  votes  for  a  President. 

The  committee  having  attended  that  service,  reported,  that  the  Hon. 
James  Warren,  was  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  be  assigned  for  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  establishing  armed 
vessels. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  supplies, 
what  they  had  done  relative  to  providing  blankets  and  coats,  reported, 
verbally;  that  they  had  conformed  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  relative 
thereto,  and  looked  upon  it  to  be  their  duty,  to  pay  such  orders  as  the 
selectmen  might  draw  on  them  for  the  blankets  they  should  purchase, 
but  that  they  had  only  paid  one  town  as  yet. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  report  to  this  Congress,  the 
price  proper  to  be  given  for  blankets  throughout  the  whole  colony,  and 
that  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  suspend  the  payments  for 
blankets  till  some  further  day,  and  that  the  said  committee  bring  in  a 
resolve  expressive  of  the  reason  thereof 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
another  hospital  for  the  army,  reported,  that  a  house  belongins:  to 
Doct.  Spring,  of  this  place,  may  be  had  for  that  purpose,  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  directed  to  inquire  at  what  rate, 
per  month,  Doct.  Spring  will  let  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  subscribe  the  name  of 
the  late  president,  to  all  commissions  that  are  to  be  delivered  out  to 
the  officers  of  the  army,  bearing  date  the  19th  of  May. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  General  Ward's 
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letter  relative  to  spears,  was  again  read  and  accepted,  and  it  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from 
the  general,  informing  that  a  number  of  tlie  soldiers  in  the  late  action, 
lost  their  clothes  and  .blankets,  and  also  proposing  that  the  soldiers  in 
the  intrenchments  be  furnished  with  lances  and  spears,  have  attended 
that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  resolve. 

[Resolved,]  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  to  furnisli  those  destitute  soldiers  with  clothes  and  blankets, 
us  soon  as  may  be,  who  shall  produce  from  the  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment they  belong  to,  certificates  of  their  having  lost  such  clothes  and 
blankets  in  the  late  enfraaement :  and  that  a  committee  be  chosen, 
immediately  to  procure,  from  such  as  can  most  speedily  and  conveni- 
ently supply  them,  a  sufficient  number  of  good  spears,  not  exceeding 
1500,  either  by  purchase  or  hire  ;  and  that  the  same  be  transmitted  to 
the  army  at  Cambridge  as  soon  as  possible  ;  all  which  is  humbly  sub- 
mittted.  Eltsha  Parks,  per  order. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  June  20,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  Col.  Phiney, 
reported. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  the  matter  respecting 
armed  vessels  is  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Brooks,  Col.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Kol- 
lock,  Deacon  Fairbanks,  Mr.  Perry,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a  committee 
to  purchas^e  spears,  agreeably  to  a  tesolve  which  passed  the  Congress 
yesterday;  said  committee  to  proceed  on  the  business  forthwith;  to 
consult  with  and  receive  directions  from  the  general,  respecting  the 
form,  &.C.,  of  the  spears;  and  to  engage  payment  for  the  same,  in  bills 
of  credit  of  this  colony. 

The  committee  on  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  respect- 
ing government,  reported  a  letter  to  the  several  towns  in  the  colony, 
which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  hand  bills 
with  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  at  large:  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, Col.  Freeman,  Capt.  Stone,  Doct.  Church,  and  Deacon  Cheever, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  number  to  be  printed ;  to 
get  them  printed,  and  to  disperse  the  same  to  the  several  towns  and 
districts  in  this  colony  :  and  also  to  consider  in  what  manner  the  late 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Cliarlestown,  should  choose 
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members  to  represent  them.  The  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  the  letter  to  the  towns,  fol.ow,  viz. : 

In  Congress,  Friday,  June  9, 1775. 

Resolved,  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  act  of  parliament  for 
altering  the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  nor  to  a  gov- 
ernor and  lieutenant  governor,  who  will  not  observe  the  directions  of, 
but  endeavor  to  subvert  that  charter;  the  governor  and  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor are  to  be  considered  as  absent,  and  their  otlices  vacant.  And  as 
there  is  no  council  there,  and  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  sus- 
pension of  the  powers  of  government  are  intolerable,  especially  at  a 
time  when  general  Gage  hath  actually  levied  war,  and  is  carrying  on 
hostilities  against  his  majesty's  peaceful  and  loyal  subjects  of  that  colo- 
ny ;  that  in  order  to  conform,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  spirit  and  sub- 
stance of  the  charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Congress, 
to  write  letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  places,  which  are  enti- 
tled to  representation  in  assembly,  requesting  them  to  choose  such  rejv 
resentatives  ;  and  that  the  assembly,  when  chosen,  should  elect  coun- 
sellors ;  which  assembly  and  council  should  exercise  the  powers  of 
government,  until  a  governor  of  his  majesty's  appointment  will  consent 
to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its  charter. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

Charles  Thompson,  Sceretary. 
By  order  of  the  Congress.  John  Hancock,  President. 

Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
In  observance  of  the  foresoinor  resolve  of  the  Hon.  Continental  Con- 
gress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  these  are  to  request  you,  forthwith, 
to  cause  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  your  town,  that  have 
an  estate  of  freehold  in  land,  within  this  province  or  territory,  of  forty 
shillings  per  annum,  at  the  least,  or  other  estate  to  the  value  "of  forty 
^>ounds  sterlinir,  to  assemble,  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  shall 
.  appoint,  tlien  and  there  to  elect  and  depute  one  or  more  freehold- 
ers, resident  in  the  same  town,  according  to  the  numbers  set  and  limi- 
ted by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  entitled  an  act  for  ascertaining 
the  number  and  regulating  the  house  of  representatives,  to  serve  for, 
and  represent  them  in  a  great  and  general  court  or  assembly,  to  be  con- 
vened, held,  and  kept,  for  the  service  of  the  said  colony,  until  tiie  end 
of  the  day  next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  if  necessa- 
ry, and  no  longer,  at  the  meeting-house  in  Watertown,  upon  Wednes- 
day, the  19th  day  of  July  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  and  to  warn 


-m)  THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.        [Jane  19, 

ihe  person  or  persons  so  elected  by  the  major  part  of  the  electors  pres- 
ent nt  such  election,  to  be  timely  notified,  by  one  or  more  of  the  con- 
stables of  your  town,  to  attend  the  service  of  this  colony  in  the  said 
^enerar court  or  assembly,  on  the  day  above  prefixed,  by  nine  o'clock, 
in  the  forenoon,  and  so  from  day  to  day,  during  their  session  and  ses- 
.•*ions.  Hereof  we  desire  you  not  to  fail,  and  make  return  of  this  let- 
ter, with  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  so  elected  or  de- 
puted, and  of  their  being  notified,  unto  the  said  general  assembly,  at 
the  time  and  place  abovementioncd  for  its  meeting. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  nineteenth  day  of  June,  anno  domini, 
1775.  By  order  of  Congress. 

President. 

To  tiie  selectmen  of  the  town  of 

Attest,  Secretary. 

Rcsohcd,  That  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  a  ma- 
jor general  in  the  room  of  the  late  Doct.  Warren,  and  also  for  the 
choice  of  one  brigadier  general. 

Several  letters  from  Penobscot,  viz.  ;  from  Mr.  John  Lane,  and  oth- 
ers, were  read  and  committed  to  Capt.  Webster,  Col,  Farley,  Capt. 
IIohiK's,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Major  Perley.^ 

Doct.  Gunn  was  appointed  to  report  a  resolve  on  the  proposal  made 
!>y  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
latf  liallle. 

A  petition  from  tlie  district  of  Woolwich  -  was  presented  and  read  : 
and  thereupon,  Rc.^olru/,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  pelitioi]. 

I  'pon  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  that  the  house  of  Mr.  Hunt,  at  Cam- 
.  bridge,  be  hired  for  a  hospital,  and  that  the  committee  appointed  to 
treat  wiili  Doct.  Spring,  be  a  committee  to  hire  the  same. 

(1.1  lit)  tub«lanre  of  the  communications  from  Penobscot,  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  Gen. 

"  Falmouth,  June  15,  1775. 

•*  ll.<^.»»tu."»iii:_Mr.  I^neis  returned  here,  with  four  of  the  Penobscot  tribe  ;  we  have  furnished 
li.rra  »Hh  rarn.ii-.  ♦  to  convey  them  to  you,  and  Mr.  Lane  with  money  to  pay  their  expenses.  Or<r 
no,th*«  rhit  i  Mi'.i,,  iccms  to  he  sensible,  and  hearty  in  our  cause  :  he  reserves  what  he  has  chiefly  to 
•  ay,  till  roi.K-»  to  ih.-  Consrrcss.  We  cave  them  assurances  tliat  tliey  might  depend  upon  being 
provided  for,  >»hilf  «h«  re,  as  well  as  on  their  return  back  again,  wisJ.ed  them  a  pleasant  journey, 
»nd  that  the  event  might  b.^  happy  to  them  and  us.  We  suppose  Mr.  Lane  will  give  account  of  the 
expense,  therefore  we  have  sent  none." 

«'  Wishing  success  to  our  riijhteous  cause,  we  are,  your  honors,  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
the  committee  of  correspondence,  JEDEDIAH  PREBLE,  Chairman.'' 

"  Han.  Josrpk  It'arren,  Prf^ident.^^ 


(2)  Thia  petition  was  for  a  supply  of  powder. 
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Ordered,  That  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Doct.  Whiting,  be 
a  committee  to  consider  what  method  is  proper  to  be  taken  to  supply 
the  hospitals  with  surgeons:  and  that  the  same  gentlemen  be  a  com- 
mittee to  provide  medicines,  and  all  other  necessaries  for  the  hospitals. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  armed 
vessels,  was  considered,  and  after  debate,  the  matter  was  ordered  to 
subside.^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Doct.  Spring,  relative  to  the 
use  of  his  house  for  another  hospital,  reported  :  the  report  was  read  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing another  hospital  for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  army,  having  at- 
tended that  service,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  judge  it  is  really  ex- 
pedient to  have  another  established,  and  they  judge  that  the  house 
of  Doct.  Spring,  in  Watertown,  is  convenient  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
that  he  is  willing  said  house  should  be  improved  by  the  province  for 
that  use,  but  that  he  cannot  at  present  ascertain  the  damage  it  may  be 
to  him,  but  is  willing  to  submit  that  matter  to  tlie  judgment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  be  hereafter  appointed  by  this  honorable  Congress  or  the  house 
of  assembly.  By  order,  J.  Hall. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Pickering,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pigeon,  commissary  general. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Doct.  Whiting,  and  Capt.  Pilsbury,  be 
a  committee  to  consider  a  petition  of  Col.  John  Patterson,  [who  re- 
ported as  follows :] 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
Col.  Patterson,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report  by 
way  of  resolve. 

[Resolved,']  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  give  imme- 
diate orders  for  the  supplying  said  destitute  soldiers  with  blankets, 
agreeably  to  the  said  petition. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pigeon,  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  commissary  general,  requesting  a 
dismission  from  his  said  office,  being  under  a  mistake,  have  liberty  to 
withdraw  his  petition  ;  that  the  conduct  of  said  commissary  general  in 
his  office,  has  been  such  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  this  Congress, 

(l)Tlie  reaolvo  reported  by  the  committee,  provided  for  fitting  out  a  number  of  armed  ves*ri»not 
less  than  six,  to  mount  from  eiglit  to  fourteen  carriage  guns,  to  cruise  under  the  order*  of  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  and  property  of  tlie  towns  of  the  lea-coaat  ayain«t 
the  depredations  of  the  enemies  of  the  province,  and  for  the  capture  and  deitroctioo  of  iu  foes. 
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and  of  the  public  in  general  ;  and  that  said  John  Pigeon  be  desired  to 
attend  his  business  as  commissary  general  in  the  service  of  this  prov- 
ince. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Pigeon,  the  commissary  general,  Ordered,  that 
Doct.  Hoi  ten,  Mr.  Devens,  afid  Col.  Palmer,  be  a  committee  to  consult, 
and  with  their  advice,  assist  Mr.  Pigeon  in  such  matters  as  appertain  to 
his  office. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  one  deputy  commissary  appointed  to  each 
regiment,  and  that  Mr.  Pigeon,  the  commissary  general,  be  desired  to 
lay  before  the  Congress  a  list  of  persons  proper  to  be  appointed  for  this 
business,  and  to  propose  an  establishment  for  their  pay. 

Ordired,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Batchelder,  and  Doct.  Church,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  four  In- 
dians, this  day  arrived  fiom  Penobscot,  under  the  conduct  of  Mr.  John 
Lane,  and  to  provide  proper  entertainment  for  them  while  in  this  place, 
and  for  their  return  home. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Col.  Sawyer,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  desire  of  Capt.  George  Dodge  for  liberty  to 
export  a  quantity  of  old  Jamaica  hsh. 

On  a  motion  made  in  behalf  of  Capt.  Thomas  Mason  and  Capt. 
George  Dodge,  that  they  might  have  liberty  from  this  Congress  to  ship 
off  for  the  West  Indies,  one  hundred  and  thirty  hogsheads  of  last  year 
Jantaica  cod  fish,  or  a  quantity  not  exceeding  the  same  : 

Rtsolvcd,  That  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  the  detention  of  said 
fish  can  be  of  litile  or  no  service  to  this  colony,  and  that  they  be  al- 
lowed to  export  the  same :  and  the  committee  of  safety  for  the  town  of 
Salem  is  directed  to  see  that  tliis  resolve  be  effectually  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, and  that  no  other  provisions,  except  for  the  vessel's  use,  be 
sliipptd  off  in  the  same. 

Rfsulved,  That  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of 
some  person  to  preach  an  election  sermon  on  the  9th  of  July  next. 

[Afteruoon.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  petition  from  the  committee 
clM>sen  to  take  care  of  the  poor  at  Charlestown,  reported ;  the  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  chosen  to  take  the  within  petition  into  consideration 
report,  that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Charles- 
town  be  provided  for  by  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  to  which 
they  remove,  until  the  further  order  of  this  or  some  future  Congress,  or 
house  of  representatives. 
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Ordered,  That  Col.  Cushin^,  Major  Perley,  Col.  Prescott,  Col.  Bar- 
rett, and  Deacon  Fisher,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  tlie  grounds  of  a 
report  which  has  prevailed  in  the  army,  that  there  lias  been  treachery 
in  some  of  the  officers;  and  that,  if  they  find  that  such  report  is  with- 
out foundation,  they  bring  in  a  resolve  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the 
people,  in  respect  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of 
Capt.  George  Dodge,  should  likewise  consider  a  request  made  by  Dea- 
con Cheever,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Russell,  for  a  similar  purpose. 

On  a  motion  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Thomas  Russell,  merchant,  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  ship  off  from  this  colony,  one  hundred  hogs- 
heads of  last  year's  Jamaica  fish,  for  the  West  Indies  : 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  the  detention  of 
said  fish  can  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  this  colony,  and  that  he  be  al- 
lowed to  export  the  same  ;  and  as  part  of  said  fish  is  now  at  Salom,  and 
part  at  Newburyport,  it  is  further  JResoh-ed,  that  the  said  Russell  be 
allowed  to  send  or  transport  the  fish  which  is  at  Salem  to  Newbury- 
port, in  order  to  be  shipped  off  as  aforesaid:  and  the  respective  com- 
mittees of  safety  of  both  said  towns,  are  directed  to  take  care,  in  their 
own  departments,  that  this  resolve  be  effectually  carried  into  execution, 
and  that  no  other  provisions,  except  for  the  vessel's  use,  be  shipped  off 
in  the  same. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Webster,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Mr.  Fox,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  receive  and  count  the  votes  for  a  major  general. 

The  committee  having  attended  that  service,  reported  that  Col.  Heath 
was  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  be  assigned  for 
the  choice  of  four  brigadier  generals. 

A  return  of  a  member,  (viz.  :  Mr.  Beriah  Norton,)  from  Edgartown, 
was  read,  and  considered ;  and  the  question  being  put,  whether  Mr. 
Norton  be  regularly  returned  a  member  for  said  town,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  transmit  to  General  Heath  a  certificate 
of  his  being  chosen  by  this  Congress  a  major  general  in  the  Massachu- 
setts army,  and  to  desire  his  acceptance,  and  that  he  would  attend  this 
Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  receive  his  commission. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Lothrop,  and  Mr.  Sayer,  be  a 
committee  to  make  out  a  commission  for  Major  General  Heath. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  Mr.  Webster,  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  return,  to  be  printed  on  the  back  of 
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the  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  for  choosing  rep- 
resentatives. 

Orclerid,  That  Deacon  Fisher,  Capt.  Stone,  and  Capt.  Thatcher,  be 
a  committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  relative 
to  tlieir  recommendation  of  Mr.  John  Wiley  as  captain  of  a  company 
of  the  train  of  artillery,  and  that  they  notify  the  said  Wiley  to  be  heard 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Batchelder,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Major  Fuller, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  a  petition  from  Robert  Haskell.^ 

Ordered^  That  Capt.  Brown  be  of  the  committee,  in  the  room  of 
Major  Hall,  to  agree  with  Mr.  Hunt  for  his  house  in  Watertown,  to  bo 
used  as  a  hospital. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Nichols,  Deacon  Fisher,  and  Mr.  Hinsdale, 
be  a  committee  to  distribute  Doct.  Langdon's  sermons,  one  to  each 
minister  in  the  colony,  and  one  to  each  member  of  the  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  return  to  be  printed 
on  the  back  of  the  letters  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts, reported.  The  report  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Pursuant  to  the  letters  within  written,  the  freeholders  and  other  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  ,  qualified  as  is  therein  directed, 
upon  due  warning  given,  assembled  and  met  together,  the  day 
of  ,  1775,  and  did  then  elect  and  depute  to 
serve  for  and  represent  them,  in  the  session  and  sessions  of  the  great 
and  general  court,  or  assen)bly,  appointed  to  be  convened,  held,  and 
kept,  at  the  meeting-house  in  Watertown,  upon  Wednesday,  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  July,  1775;  the  said  person  being  chosen  by  the  major 
part  of  the  electors  present  at  said  meeting.  Dated  at 
aforesaid,  the           day  of              ,  Anno  Domini,  1775. 

I  Selectmen  of 

The  person  chosen  as  aforesaid  notified  thereof,  and  summoned  to 
attend  accordingly,  by  me. 

Constable  of 

(l)Rob«rt  Ilajkell  repre»entpd,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Beverly,  where  he  resided  until  1762, 
when  he  removed  to  Varmouth  in  Xova  Scotia,  and  cultivated  a  small  farm.  Returning  to  Bev- 
erly in  1773,  he  engnged  in  the  coasting  trade  ;  hut  the  wreck  of  his  vessel,  and  the  loss  of  her  cargo, 
had  deprived  him  of  the  tneani  of  fnp|)ort,  and  rendered  him  desirous  of  returning  to  his  lands.  Hav- 
ing contracted  for  hi»  passage  in  an  old  ship,  the  committee  of  safety  of  Beverly  had  refused  their 
permission  for  his  departure  on  the  contemplated  voyage.  He  prayed  that  Congress  would  give  him 
liberty,  tmder  the  unfortunate  circumstances  of  his  condition,  to  revisit  his  home  and  family. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, reported.  The  report  was  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  authenticated,  and  sent  for- 
ward, [and  is  as  follows,  viz  :] 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philaxkl- 
j)hia : 

Mai/  it  phase  your  honors : 

Having  been  favored  with  your  resolve  respecting  the  assumption  of 
government  in  this  colony,  we  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  to  express 
our  grateful  ["sentiments]  for  that  compassion,  seasonable  exertion,  and 
abundant  wisdom,  evidenced  in  your  recommendation  to  this  people  on 
that  head,  and  for  the  generous  provision  you  have  made  for  our  sup- 
port, in  our  efforts  for  the  defence  of  the  common  liberty  and  essential 
rights  of  the  whole  continent.  As  we  are  plunged  into  the  nccmnnla- 
ted  distresses  of  a  domestic  war,  our  constant  attention  to  the  calls  of 
our  brethren  in  the  field,  will  leave  us  but  little  time  to  contrruplnte 
the  acts  of  ordinary  legislation;  but,  as  we  are  impressed  with  the  in- 
dispensable necessity  of  rescuing  this  people  from  the  danger  they  are 
in,  of  falling  into  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  that  our  public  resolutions  may 
be  taken  and  executed  with  greater  despatch,  we  shall  apply  ourselves, 
with  all  diligence,  to  fulfd  your  benevolent  intentions,  and  establish  the 
form  of  government  recommended  by  your  honors;  that  so,  order  and 
government  may  be  restored  to  this  disturbed  community. 

We  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  inform  you,  that  reenforcements 
from  Ireland,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  being  arrived,  the  number  un- 
known, and  having  good  intelligence  that  general  Gage  was  about  to 
take  possession  of  the  advantageous  posts  in  Charlestown,  and  on  Dor- 
chester point,  the  committee  of  safety  advised,  that  our  troops  should 
prepossess  them,  if  possible  ;  accordingly,  on  Friday  evening,  the  16th 
instant,  this  was  effected  by  about  twelve  hundred  men.  About  day- 
light, on  Saturday  moning,  their  line  of  circumvallation,  on  a  small  hill 
south  of  Bunker's  hill,  in  Charlestown,  was  closed.  At  this  time,  the 
Lively,  man  of  war,  began  to  fire  upon  them.  A  number  of  our  ene- 
mies' ships,  tenders,  cutters,  and  scows,  or  floating  batteries,  soon  came 
up  :  from  all  which  the  fire  was  general  by  twelve  o'clock.  About  two, 
the  enemy  began  to  land  at  a  point  which  leads  out  towards  Noddle's 
island,  and  immediately  marched  up  to  our  intrenchments,  from  which 
they  were  twice  repulsed  ;  but,  in  the  third  attack,  forced  them.  Our 
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forces,  which  were  in  the  lines,  as  well  as  those  sent  for  their  support, 
wore  greatly  annoyed  on  every  side,  by  balls,  and  bombs,  from  Copp's 
hill,  the  ships,  scows,  &lc.  At  this  time,  the  buildings  in  Charlestown 
appeared  in  flames,  in  almost  every  quarter,  kindled  by  hot  balls,  and 
are  since  laid  in  ashes.  Though  this  scene  was  most  horrible,  and 
altogether  new  to  most  of  our  men,  yet  many  stood  and  received  wounds 
by  swords  and  bayonets,  before  they  quitted  their  lines.  At  five  o'clock, 
the  enemy  were  in  full  possession  of  all  the  posts  within  the  [isthmus.] 
In  the  evening  and  night  following,  General  Ward  extended  his  in- 
trenchments,  before  made  at  the  stone  house,  over  Winter  hill.  About 
six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  same  day,  the  enemy  began  to  cannonade 
Ro.xbury,  from  Boston  neck  and  elsewhere,  wliicli  they  continued  twen- 
ty four  hours,  with  little  spirit  and  less  effect. 

The  number  of  killed  and  missing  on  our  side  is  not  known ;  but 
supposed  by  some  to  be  about  sixty  or  seventy,  and  by  some,  consider- 
ably above  that  number.  Our  most  worthy  friend  and  president,  Doct. 
Warren,  lately  elected  a  major  general,  is  among  them.  This  loss  we 
feel  most  sensibly.  Lieut.  Col.  Parker,  and  Major  Moore,  of  this  colo- 
ny, and  I\Iajor  McClary,  from  New  Hampshire,  are  also  dead.  Three 
colonels,  and  perhaps  one  hundred  men  are  wounded.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  is  doubtless  great.  By  an  anonymous  letter  from  Boston,  we 
are  told,  that  they  exult  much  in  having  gained  the  ground,  though 
iheir  killed  and  wounded  amount  to  about  one  thousand  ;  but  this  ac- 
count exceeds  every  other  estimation.  The  number  they  had  engaged 
is  snppo.«*ed  to  be  between  three  and  four  thousand.  If  any  error  has 
been  njade  on  our  side,  it  was  in  taking  a  post  so  much  exposed. 

As  soon  as  an  estimate  can  be  made  of  public  and  private  stocks  of 
gunpowder  in  this  colony,  it  shall  be  transmitted  without  delay  ;  which, 
\vc  are  well  assured,  will  be  very  small,  and  by  no  means  adequate  to 
the  exigencies  of  our  case. 

We  apprehend,  that  the  scantiness  of  our  stock  of  that  article  cannot 
fail  to  induce  your  honors  still  to  give  your  utmost  attention  to  ways 
and  means  of  procuring  full  supplies  of  it.  We  feel  ourselves  infinitely 
obliged  to  you  for  your  past  care  in  this  respect. 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  suggest,  that,  if  a  commander  in  chief  over 
the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  should  be  appointed,  it  must  be  plain 
to  your  honors,  that  no  part  of  this  continent  can  so  much  require  his 
immediate  presence  and  exertions,  as  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  and  Mr.  Phillips,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  draw  up  a  resolve,  to  be  sent  to  General  Ward,  suggesting  to 
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him  the  expediency  of  drawing  part  of  the  forces  stationed  at  Roxbury, 
to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

The  said  committee  reported  the  following  letter,  which  was  accept- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  sent,  by  Mr.  Thaxter,  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
immediately :  • 

Sir  : — This  Congress,  considering  the  present  situation  of  the  ene- 
my, and  that  of  the  division  of  our  army  at  Cambridge,  think  proper  to 
suggest  to  your  serious  consideration,  whether  it  i^^  not  proper  and  ex- 
pedient, that  there  should  be  an  immediate  draft  of  a  regiment  or  more 
from  the  Roxbury  camp  to  that  at  Cambridge.  Your  good  sense  will 
undoubtedly  incline  you  to  consult  General  Thomas,  before  you  deter- 
mine absolutely  on  this  measure ;  but  we  conceive  the  consideration  of 
this  matter  ought  not  to  be  delayed  a  moment. 

To  the  Hon.  General  Ward. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  21,  IT/.j. 

Resolved  J  That  the  vote  of  this  Congress  for  ranking  the  major  gen- 
erals agreeably  to  the  order  of  their  choice,  be  reconsidered. 

The  commission  prepared  for  General  Heath,  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, read,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  the  Hon.  Wd- 
Ham  Heathy  Esq.  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  courage,  and 
good  conduct,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appomt  you,  the 
said  William  Heath,  to  be  a  major  general  of  all  the  forces  raised  by 
the  Congress  aforesaid,  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the  other  American 
colonies. 

You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
a  major  general,  in  leading,  ordering,  and  exercising  the  said  forces 
in  arms,  both  inferior  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  keep  them  in  good 
order  and  discipline:  And  they  are  hereby  commanded  to  obey  you 
as  their  major  general  :  And  you  are,  yourself,  to  observe  and  follow 
such  orders  and  instructions,  as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive 
from  the  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  said  forces,  or  any  other 
your  superior  officers ;  and  to  demean  yourself  according  to  military 
rules  and  discipline  established  by  said  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  you.  Dated  at  Watertown,  the  '^Ist  of  June,  1775. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

President. 
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Ordered,  That  Col.  Gerrish,  Major  Hawley,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Dur- 
fee,  and  iMr.  Jewett,  be  a  committee  to  consider  tlie  expediency  of  di- 
recting General  Ward,  to  call  Col.  Glover's  regiment,  now  stationed  at 
Marblehead,  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  report. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Haskell,  reported:  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
Robert  Haskell,  beg  to  report  by  way  of  resolve, 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner,  Robert  Haskell,  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
permitted  to  proceed  from  Beverly  to  Nova  Scotia,  in  a  fishing  vessel 
about  17  years  old,  that  he  hath  procured  for  that  purpose;  also  to  carry 
three  or  four  persons  with  him,  and  the  following  provisions,  viz.  : 
one  barrel  of  pork  ;  two  of  bread  ;  sixteen  gallons  of  molasses  ;  sixteen 
gallons  of  rum  ;  a  half  bushel  of  beans  or  peas ;  and  two  bushels  of  salt; 
but  no  more  provisions  of  any  kind  whatever  :  and  that  such  proceed- 
ing will  not  be  contrary  to  the  resolve  passed  by  the  Grand  American 
Congress,  the  17th  of  May  last,  or  any  other  resolve  that  honorable 
Congress  have  yet  published. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Phiney,  be  admitted  into  this  house,  to  inform 
the  Congress  of  the  state  of  the  regiment  enlisted  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  directing 
General  Ward,  to  call  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  the  regiment  at 
Marblehead,  reported.    The  report  was  ['acceptedji. 

Ordtrcd,  That  Col.  Sayer  wait  on  General  Ward  with  it. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sayer,  draw,  in  the  form  of  a  resolve,  the  report 
of  tlie  committee  relative  to  the  estates  of  the  refugees. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  sign  the  resolve  relative  to  the  violation 
of  the  sabbath,  which  passed  the  IGth  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Jones,  Capt.  Stone,  and  Capt.  Bragdon,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Thomas  Twining. 

Mr.  Sayer  reported  a  resolve  relative  to  the  estates  of  the  refugees, 
which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Cambridge, 
Watertown,  and  Worcester  papers,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  the  property  of  some  persons  who  have  left  their  habita- 
tions in  sundry  towns  in  this  colony,  and  have  discovered  themselves 
to  be  enemies  to  the  rights  of  this  colony,  and  the  continent  of  Ameri- 

a  [accepted  and  is  as  follows.] 

(1)  The  resolution,  uafortunately  lost  from  the  journal  and  files,  appears  to  have  directed  the  re- 
moval of  the  regiment  from  the  coast  to  the  camp,  as  soon  as  the  troops  could  abandon  their  post 
with  safety  to  the  iobd'oitantn. 
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ca,  in  general,  and  have  taken  refuge  in  Boston,  and  other  places,  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  enemies  to  said  colony  and  continent :  there- 
fore, Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  selectmen  and  commit- 
tees of  correspondence  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  of  this  colony, 
where  any  property  is  to  be  found  belonging  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  per- 
sons, that  they  take  the  same  into  their  care,  and  make  the  best  improve- 
ment thereof  in  their  power ;  and  also,  that  it  be  recommended  to  tlie 
said  committees  or  selectmen,  to  use  their  endeavor,  that  no  strip  or 
waste  be  made  on  such  property,  and  to  keep  an  account  of  all  the 
rents  and  profits  arising  from  the  same,  and  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same,  to  this,  or  some  other  Congress  or  assembly  of  this  colony,  when 
thereto  required;  they  having  a  reasonable  allowance  made  for  their 
trouble. 

Ordered^  That  Major  Ilawley,  INIr.  Gerry  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  for  the  putpo>^e  of  caliiiig  the  prnoral 
assembly  at  another  time  than  that  at  which  it  is  to  be  lield,  if  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  times  should  make  it  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  another  major  general  be  chosen  by  this  Congress, 
ji  addition  to  the  two  already  chosen,  and  that  six  o'clock,  this  after- 
noon, be  assigned  for  such  choice. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Col.  Farley  and  Mr.  Wheeler,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  how  and  where  materials  for  making  good  paper, 
>roper  for  bills  of  credit,  may  be  had,  if  any  such  bills  should  be  emit- 
ted. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Col.  Davis,  be  a  committee  to 
apply  to  Mr.  Paul  Revere,  desiring  him  to  take  care,  that  he  does  not 
leave  his  engraving  press  exposed,  when  he  is  absent  from  it;  and  said 
committee  are  directed  to  take  the  plates  into  their  hands,  and  deliver 
them  to  this  Congress,  when  the  notes  are  all  struck  otf. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Indians,  re- 
ported as  follows,  viz.: 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  honorable  colony  Congress,  now  sit- 
ting, to  treat  with  the  chiefs  from  the  Penobscot  tribe,  after  an  intro- 
duction on  their  part,  received  from  the  [chief  of  the]  Indians  the  fol- 
lowing address,  viz.  : 

The  representation  he  now  makes,  and  the  engagements  he  enters 
into,  are  in  behalf  of  the  whole  tribe  he  represents. 

His  heart  is  good,  honest,  and  upright,  in  all  he  says. 

The  English  are  a  people  old  and  strong ;  but  they  are  children  and 
weak.  They  have  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  they  have  a  right  to 
47 
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call  their  own,  and  have  possessed,  accordingly,  for  many  years. 
These  lands  have  been  encroached  upon  by  the  English,  who  have,  for 
miles  on  end,  cut  much  of  their  good  timber.  They  ask  that  the  Eng- 
lish wouM  interpose  and  prevent  such  encroachments  for  the  future ; 
and  they  will  assist  us,  with  all  their  power,  in  the  common  defence  oi 
our  country;  and  they  hope,  if  the  Almighty  be  on  our  side,  the  ene- 
my will  not  be  able  to  deprive  us  of  our  lands. 

They  request  that  Capt.  Lane  be  an  agent  for  them,  to  settle  all 
matters  relative  to  the  above  difficulties  respecting  their  lands. 

They  desire  a  commissary  may  be  sent  among  them,  of  whom  they 
may  purchase  goods.  They  desire  provisions,  powder,  6lc.,  may  be 
sent  them,  which  they  will  buy  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

They  say,  they  have  been  much  imposed  upon  by  our  traders,  and 
desire  such  evils  may  be,  by  us,  prevented. 

Ordered^  That  the  request  of  the  Indians,  as  mentioned  in  said  re- 
port, be  considered  by  the  committee  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Haven  administer  the  oaths  to  General  Heath,  as 
colonel,  and  as  major  general  of  the  Massachusetts  army. 

The  president  then  delivered  General  Heath  a  commission  as  colo- 
nel, and  another  as  a  major  general  of  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Lothrop  and  Mr.  Pitts,  be  a 
committee  to  deliver  commissions  to  the  following  officers  in  General 
Heath's  regiment,  viz. :  Jotham  Loring  2d,  major :  Charles  Gushing, 
captain  :  Elias  Whitton,  lieutenant :  Benjamin  Beal,  ensign. 

Ordtrcd,  That  the  president.  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col. 
Thompson,  Capt.  Goodman,  Col.  Lincoln  and  Col.  Freeman,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  reason  of  the  present  want  of  discipline 
in  tlie  Massachusetts  army,  and  to  report  to  this  Congress  what  is  the 
most  proper  way  to  put  said  army  into  a  proper  regulation. 

A  commission  was  delivered  to  Col.  Benjamin  Ruggles  Woodbridge, 
as  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  colony  army. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  officers  of  Col. 
Woodbridge's  regiment,  agreeably  to  a  list  by  him  exhibited  to  the 
committee  of  safety. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Pitts  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort,  and  count  the  votes  for  another  major  general  : 
which  committee  reported,  that  they  had  attended  that  service,  and  that 
Joseph  Fry,  Esq.,  was  chosen. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Phillips  be  appointed,  forthwith  to  wait  on  Col. 
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Fry,  to  inform  him  of  such  choice,  and  to  know  if  he  will  accept  that 
trust. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  the  Indians, 
now  in  Watertown,  reported  :  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  : 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  this  province,  assembled  in  Con- 
gress, being  appointed  to  transact  the  public  business,  have  no  doubt 
that  any  engagement  we  shall  make,  for  and  in  behalf  of  our  constitu- 
ents, will,  on  their  part,  be  faithfully  ratified  and  adhered  to.  We  do 
not  doubt  of  the  integrity  and  honest  intentions  of  our  brethren  of  the 
Penobscot  tribe,  and  hope,  on  their  part,  that  they  entertain  no  jeal- 
ousy of  the  uprightness  and  fidelity  of  us,  their  brethren.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  this  colony  disdain  to  make  use  of  unjustifiable  force  or  arti- 
fice, to  rob  tlieir  unsuspecting  brethren  of  their  riiilils;  and  are  liearlily 
disposed  to  prevent  any  injuries  and  encroaclinients  upon  their  nei<:h- 
bors,  and  to  restrain  and  chastise  such  invaders  as  iiave  evi(lenco<l  any 
such  unjustifiable  dispositions.  And  we  hereby  strictly  forbid  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  from  trespassing  or  making  waste,  upon 
any  of  the  lands  and  territories,  or  possessions,  beginning  at  the  head 
of  the  tide  on  Penobscot  river,  extending  six  miles  on  each  side  of  said 
river,  now  claimed  by  our  brethren,  the  Indians  of  the  Penobscot  tribe, 
as  they  would  avoid  the  highest  displeasure  of  this  Congress. 

We  thank  our  brethren  of  the  Penobscot  tribe,  for  their  generous 
offers  of  friendship  and  assistance  in  our  present  war  with  our  brethren 
in  Great  Britain,  who  are  endeavoring,  by  murder  and  violence,  to  rob 
us  of  our  lands  and  property,  and  hereby  engage  to  [support]  their  just 
claims  against  every  invader.  As  soon  as  we  can  take  breath,  from 
our  present  fight,  we  will  take  care  that  our  brethren,  the  Penobscot 
tribe,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  proper  commissary,  who  shall  be  direct- 
ed to  furnish  them  with  provisions,  ammunition,  and  goods,  at  a  rea- 
sonable rate  ;  and  proper  and  effectual  measures  shall  then  be  taken, 
to  prevent  any  dishonest  persons  from  carrying  on  a  fraudulent  traffic 
with  them. 

We  accept  of  Capt.  Lane,  as  an  agent,  appointed  by  our  brethren  of 
the  Penobscot  tribe,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  take 
cognizance,  and  make  report  to  this  Congress,  or  any  future  assembly 
of  this  colony,  of  any  molestation  or  depredations,  which  the  Indians 
of  the  Penobscot  tribe  may  hereafter  sustain,  from  any  person  whatso- 
ever; so  that  seasonable  and  effectual  measures  may  be  taken  to  afford 
those,  our  brethren,  such  redress  as  their  circumstances  may  require. 
To  the  Fountain  of  all  Justice  we  dare  appeal,  that  our  intentions  are 
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equitable  towards  all  our  neighbors,  and  on  that  Almighty  Being  we 
rely,  that,  while  we  are  struggling  against  rapine  and  tyranny,  we  shall 
be  supported  in  the  conflict,  and  our  just  endeavors  be  finally  crowned 
with  success. 

The  committee  likewise  reported,  verbally,  that  it  is  their  opinion, 
the  said  Indians  should  have,  each  of  them,  two  yards  of  blue  broad- 
cloth, and  one  piece  of  ribbon,  and  have  their  expenses  paid,  out  an-, 
home  :  which  report  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  of  supplies  di 
rected  to  furnish  said  Indians  with  the  said  libbon  and  cloth. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  New  York  Congress  t 
Major  General  Wooster,  at  Greenwich,  forwarded  to  head  quarters  a 
Cambridge,  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  committee  just  now  ap- 
pointed to  consider  some  methods  for  regulating  the  army  innnediately. 

(I)  The  letter  of  the  New  York  Congress  was  forwarded  by  Gov.  Trumbull,  with  the  communi- 
cations which  follow  : 

«  LEBANON,  June  19,  1775,  A.  M.,  7  o'clock. 
"  SIR  : — Inclosed  are  copies  of  notes  taken  by  the  Provincial  Congress  at  New  York,  of  the  in- 
telligence brought  by  Capt.  Thompson,  of  the  embarkation  ot  four  regiments  from  Ireland  for  New 
York,  in  consequence  whereof  Major  General  Wooster  is  requested  by  that  Congress  to  march  imme- 
diately within  five  miles  of  the  city  ;  and  tlie  latter  informs  me,  that  Capi.  Sears  informed  him,  that 
Uie  people  of  New  York  intend  to  quarter  our  troops  in  the  city.  The  military  stores,  which  were 
at  Turtle  Buy,  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  General  Wooster,  consisting  of  too  many  articles  to  bo 
enumerated  ;  among  which  are,  about  five  hundred  good  liorse  harnesses,  a  very  considerable  num- 
b«r  of  13  and  10  inch  carcasses,  [shells  and  pots,]  all  we  ll  charged,  a  very  great  plenty  of  grape  shot, 
cannon  hallu  from  Q4  pounders  down  to  3,  &.C.,  <Scc." 

"The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  forwarded,  for  the  use  of  your  camp  al  Cambridge,  635 
lh«.  of  powder,  which  came  as  fur  as  Stanford.  They  desired  the  same  quantity  might  be  forwarded 
from  our  PHttern  maguzinci.  The  governor,  with  his  council  here,  agreed,  on  Saturday  last,  to  send 
forward  ten  Urr.  ls  of  jwwdcr,  containing  1100  lbs.,  from  Norwich.  Immediately  after  receiving  the 
letter  of  .Mi.  Gerry,  of  17th  June,at7  and  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  sent  to  Norwich  directions  to  forward 
the  same,  nij^-ht  and  day.  The  remainder  of  Col.  Parson's  regiment  were  ordered  to  march,  forth- 
with, to  join  the  rest  at  camp,  with  one  pound  powder,  three  do.  ball,  and  six  flints  each.  I  have 
•ent  to  ha^t.  n  them  on.  I  have,  tliis  moment,  received  advice  fron\  Col.  Arnold  at  Crown  Point, 
of  13th  inxtant,  that  the  Indians  of  the  Cagnawoga  tribe  are  determined  not  to  assist  the  king's 
troops,  and  liave  passed  a  law,  that  the  first  of  their  tribe,  who  takes  uparms  against  us,  shall  be  put 
to  death  ;  which  he  says,  is  confirmed  by  five  chiefs  of  that  tribe  there  with  their  families,  and  they 
pre««  hard  for  our  army  to  march  into  Canada,  as  they  are  much  disgusted  with  the  regular  troops. 
Three  Indian*,  sent  by  him  to  Canada,  it  seems,  have  been  much  abused  by  the  regulars,  and  are 
returned,  and  confirm  that  account :  it  is  also  confirmed,  he  says,  by  a  gentleman  of  probity  at 
Montreal  ;  and  ihat  numbers  of  the  Canadians  have  expected  our  army  there,  and  are  impatient  of 
our  delay,  being  determined  to  join  us  as  goon  as  sufficient  force  appears  to  support  them  :  that 
Gov.  Curlion,  by  every  art,  can  raise  no  more  than  twenty  Canadians  of  the  noblesse  :  that  he 
threatens  to  burn  .Montreal,  if  the  merchants  won't  defend  the  city,  in  case  of  an  attack  :  that  he  has 
only  550  effective  men,  and  thinks  it  would  be  very  easy  to  possess  ourselves  of  the  whole  country." 

"  Col.  Hinman  write*,  that  he  is  in  quiet  possession  of  Ticonderoga,  and  does  not  find  that  there 
»re  any  enemies  about  him." 

"  I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JONA.  TRUMBULL." 

"Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Massachustttt  Congreta,  andElbridge  Gerry,  Esq.,  cAairman 
of  the  committee  of  svpplie^  at  Mcutsachugctts.^'' 
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Ordered,  That  commissions  for  the  several  officers  of  the  train  of 
artillery  hereafter  mentioned,  be  prepared  and  delivered,  viz.  :  To  Col. 
Richard  Gridley,  colonel  :  Mr.  William  Burbeck,  lieutenant  colonel  . 
Mr.  David  Mason.,  1st  major  :  Mr.  Scarboroucrh  Gridley,  2d  major. 

Resolved,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  several  officers  of 
the  train  of  artillery,  agreeably  to  the  list  exhibited  by  the  committee 
of  safety,  except  to  Mr.  John  Wiley's  company  :  and  that  the  said 
committee  be  desired  to  recommend  some  persons  for  that  company 
anew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  JMr.  Pickering  and  Col.  Sawyer,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  commissions  for  the  several  ollicers  of  the  train, 
agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolve  of  Congress. 

J^'otes  of  the  Intelliirence  brought  by  Cnpt.  Thomp.-ton. 

««  Capt.  Thompson  arrived  at  Xew  York,  Tuesday,  J3th  June,  J775  ,  left  Cork,  in  Ireland,  on  the 
6th  of -May  last,  and  informs,  that  six  regiments  had  sailed,  in  24  trnii^|iorU,  fur  Kxtton,  on*- r<-;;ini«>Rt 
of  horse  included,  which  sailed  30tl)  April.  Three  regiments  were  eiiiLturki-d,  and  the  fourth  em- 
barking, to  sail  for  New  York,  witli  the  first  fair  wind.  The  reginnnls  were  nil  full,  700  iii«-o  each, 
filled  by  drafts  from  the  regiments  that  remain.  Their  places  were  to  be  filled  l»y  n«'w  rtrrmli. 
The  general  report  was,  that  these  four  regiments  were  coming  to  Xew  York,  ami  some  r.iptdiu*, 
and  other  oftirers  belonging  to  the  troops,  told  Capt.  Thompson  in  person,  that  they  were  coimh-  Jo 
New  York.  One  regiment  arrived  at  Cork,  from  Kilkenny,  the  day  Capt.  Thompson  sailed,  winch 
was  the  last  regiment  to  embark  for  New  York.  He  saw  12  large  transports  destined  for  New 
York  :  he  heard  that  16  were  to  sail :  one  general  officer  was  to  come  to  New  York." 

"  The  troops  coming  to  New  York  are  to  protect  the  people's  property,  and  assist  against  molis :  the 
report  in  Ireland  was,  that  those  troops  had  been  wrote  for  by  persons  here.  The  troops,  in  general, 
disliked  the  service  :  some  otTiccrs  had  sold  out:  no  ships  of  war  were  coming  with  the  transporta  : 
a  report  prevailed  in  Ireland,  that  nine  new  regiments  were  to  be  raised.  He  heard  that  30,000 
Russians  were  ready  at  a  moment's  warning.  The  people  of  Ireland,  in  general,  are  well  aflected 
to  the  Americans,  and  arc  averse  to  tiic  Americans'  being  taxed  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Capt.  Mcllvaine  sailed  (before  Capt.  Thompson)  for  Philadelphia,  and  has  the  numbers  of  tiie  regi- 
ments coming  to  America." 

"  Provincial  Congress,  JVe/o  York,  17th  June,  J775." 
*'  SIR  : — P>eing  well  informed  that  four  regiments,  containing  near  three  thousand  etiective  men, 
have  sailed,  in  transports,  for  this  city,  we  took  the  liberty  to  request  the  assistance  of  those  brava 
•ons  of  freedom  w  ho  are  under  your  command.  We  are,  this  instant,  further  informed,  that  the 
Mercury,  ship  of  war,  w  as  cruising  upon  our  coast,  and  is  now  at  Sandy  Hook,  to  order  those  trans- 
port* to  Boston  immeiliately,  and  did,  on  Tuesday  last,  thirty  leagues  to  the  southeast  of  the  Hook, 
deln  er  her  orders  to  the  old  Spy,  man  of  war,  now  a  transport,  with  part  of  the  forty  fourth  regi- 
ment on  board,  which  immediately  altered  her  course.  From  hence,  we  conclude,  that  a  very  capi- 
tal ttroke  is  meditated  against  our  brethren  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  You  best  can  determine, 
•ir,  whether  it  is  proper,  on  this  occasion,  for  the  forces  under  your  command  to  march  wentward; 
but  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  it  is  of  more  important  consequence  to  secure  the  several  pause*  with 
which  nature  hatii  bounteously  fortified  the  eastern  country,  tliat,  if  some  unexpected  chance  of 
war  should  prove  fatal  to  us,  in  the  first  contest,  the  enemy  may,  by  such  means,  rcci  ive  a  rhf.  k  la 
his  career  of  vengeance.  VVe  beg  you  to  transmit  this  intelligence  to  the  provincial  camp  with  Ita 
otmost  despatch.  We  are,  sir,  your  most  bumble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Congress.  PETER  V.  B.  LIVINGSTO.N,  PrtjultuU** 

**  To  Major  Qeneral  H'ooster,  at  Oreeamich.'^ 

"The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  the  Provincial  Congresi  of  New  York, 
and  now  forwarded  by  express. 

By  order  of  General  Wooater.  JAMES  LOCKWOOD,  S^e'ry." 
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Ordered,  That  Major  Whittemore  wait  upon  Col.  Gridley,  to  desire 
him  to  attend  this  Congress,  to-morrow,  to  receive  his  commission. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Nichols,  Mr.  Bent  and  Deacon  Fisher,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Capt.  Briant  Morton. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gridley's  list  of  staff  officers  be  committed  to 
the  committee  just  now  appointed  to  prepare  commissions  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  train. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  22,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  the  secretary.  Col.  Gushing  and  Mr.  Wheeler,  be  a 
committee  to  make  a  list  of  such  officers  of  the  army,  as  have  been 
commissioned,  and  also  to  inquire  who  have  not  yet  received  their 
commissions. 

Ordered,  That  an  ensign's  commission  be  delivered  to  INlr.  Stephen 
Frost,  of  Capt.  Locke's  company,  in  Col.  Gardner's  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Ashby,  be  directed  to 
deliver  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Townshend  one  half  barrel  of 
powder,  provided  they  have  two  half  barrels,  the  selectmen  of  Towns- 
end  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Col.  Paul  Dudley  Sergent  be  commit- 
ted to  Col.  Parks,  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Nye. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  Penobscot  [for  ammunition  and 
provisions]  bo  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Francis  Kittridge  be  desired  to  attend  the  hos- 
pital, as  a  surgeon,  till  the  further  order  of  Congress,  and  that  Mr, 
Kendall  be  desired  to  inform  Doct.  Kittridge  of  his  appointment. 

Ordered,  That  the  colonels  of  the  several  regiments  in  the  Massa- 
chuseits  army,  be  directed  to  recommend,  immediately,  suitable  persons 
for  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates. 

Ordered,  That  a  recommendation  from  the  committee  of  safety,  re- 
specting aids  de  camp,  be  committed  to  Col.  Glover,  Major  Goodwin 
and  Dr.  Whiting. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Whittemore,  Mr.  Davis  and  Deacon  ["Gould,] 
be  a  committee  to  distribute  the  handbills  respecting  the  due  observ- 
ance of  tlie  Lord's  day. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Pickering  be  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Col. 
Coffin,  to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr.  Kirkwood,  keeper  of  the  light- 
house on  Thatcher's  island.^ 


a  [G-Jol.] 

(1)  James  Kirkwood  represonteJ,  ihul  he  Lad  been  doprived  of  his  salary  for  two  y«ara,  and  had 
not  been  remunerated  for  Uia  diibur? cments  in  maintaining  the  lighta  on  Thatcher't  island,  and 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hinsdale,  Col.  Farley  and  Capt.  Batchelder,  be 
a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  petition  from  George  Vincent 
of  Salem. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Whiting  be  appointed  to  draft  a  resolve,  that 
application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  safety  by  every  person  that  is 
to  be  appointed  a  military  officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  proclamation  for  a  fast  be  recommitted  for 
amendment,  and  that  Mr.  Webster  and  Deacon  Fisher  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  liospital  be  provided  for  tlie  camp  at  Roxbury,and 
that  Col.  Davis,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Doct.  Whiting,  be  a  comnnttce  to 
provide  one  accordingly,  and  to  supply  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller  of  Newton,  be  appointed  to  take  care 
of  the  plates,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress,  or  some  future 
liouse  of  representatives  of  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Wel)ster  and  Col.  Gerri^h,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  Col.  Phiney's  recriment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goodman  be  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Col. 
Grout,  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Parry. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  JMr.  Paul  Revere's  account^  be  committed  to  Col. 
Farley,  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Bailey. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Batchelder,  JMajor  Goodwin  and  Mr.  Hobart, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  commissioning  the  officers 
in  Col.  Gerrish's  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering  be  appointed,  to  fill  up  commissions 
for  Samuel  Patch,  as  captain,  and  Zachariah  Walker  and  Joshua 
Brown,  as  lieutenants,  in  Col.  William  Prescott's  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  General  Ward,  in  answer  to  his 
letter,  and  that  Col.  Lincoln  be  appointed  for  that  service. 

Votid,  That  a  particular  number  of  men  shall  be  settled,  to  entitle 
Col.  Phiney  to  the  command  of  a  regiment. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Phiney  be  directed  to  bring  up  to  the  camp  four 
hundred  men  with  effective  fire  arms,  and  that  a  time  be  limited  to 
bring  up  one  hundred  more,  at  least,  with  effective  fire  arms,  and  in 
that  case  [he]  to  be  entitled  to  a  colonel's  commission,  and  not  otlier- 
wise. 

prayed  relief  from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  he  experienced  by  reason  of  the  postj-onement  of  lh« 
payments  due  for  his  services  and  expenses. 

(1)  Col.  Paul  Revere  charged  for  engraving  four  copper  plates  of  the  colony  note*,  nl  Ci.  «ach, 
S4/. :  and  for  printing  14,500  impressions,  at  3/.  6«.  8d.  the  thousand,  48/.  6s.  8</. 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Pickering  be  appointed,  to  make  out  commis- 
sions to  the  officers  in  Col.  Gerrish's  regiment. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  prepare  and- transmit  to  this  Congress,  perfect  lists  of  the 
names  of  such  gentlemen  as  they  j^^dge  fit  and  worthy  to  be  commis- 
sioned in  the  several  regiments  granted  by  this  Congress,  and  for  which 
the  said  committee  have  not  already  transmitted  lists,  that  so  our  army 
may  be  organized  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Townshend,  Re- 
solved, that  it  be  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Ashby, 
to  deliver  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Townshend,  one  half  barrel 
of  gunpowder  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Townshend;  which 
shall  be  replaced  in  the  town  of  Ashby  by  this  Congress,  or  a  house  of 
representatives,  so  soon  as  the  state  of  our  magazines  will  admit;  or 
otherwise,  said  town  of  Ashby  shall  be  fully  paid  for  said  powder,  out 
of  the  public  treasury  :  provided  the  said  town  of  Ashby  have  two  half 
barrels,  as  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  by  what  means  the  army  before 
Boston,  may  be  effectually  and  most  expeditiously  strengthened,  beg 
leave  to  report  in  part,  that  they  judge  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
eight  companies  stationed  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  belonging  partly 
to  General  Thomas's  regiment,  and  partly  to  Col.  Cotton's  regiment, 
be  immediately  ordered  to  join  the  army  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that 
directions  be  immediately  given  to  General  Ward  for  that  purpose. 

Joseph  IIawley,  per  orderA 

[The  committee  reported  the  following  letter  to  general  Ward,  which 
was  accepted  :] 

Sir  : — As  it  appears  to  this  Congress  highly  probable,  that  the  army 
of  our  enemies  will  speedily  make  the  utmost  efforts  to  force  your  lines 
and  penetrate  into  the  country,  they  have  judged  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  strengthening  of  the  army  before  Boston,  that  the  eight  compa- 
nies now  posted  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  belonging  partly  to  Gen- 
eral Thomas's  regiment,  and  partly  to  Col.  Cotton's  regiment,  should 
immediately  join  the  said  army.  You  are  therefore  directed,  without 
delay,  to  give  the  orders  necessary  for  the  marching  the  said  eight  com- 
panies to  the  said  army  as  soon  as  may  be. 


(1)  In  the  original  journal,  the  resolve  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  truopi  from  Plymouth,  it 
repeated,  under  the  date  ofJuoe  23. 
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Resolued,  That  [*  the  colonels]  in  the  Massichusetts  army,  be  and 
thsy  are  h2rejy  directed,  irn  iiiJiately  to  intorin  the  co:ii:nittee  appointed 
by  Congress  to  examine  the  surgeons  for  said  army,  whom  they  re- 
commend for  the  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates  of  their  respective  regi- 
ments, and  send  them  to  said  committee  for  examination,  without  de- 
Wy;  except  such  as  have  been  examined. 

Resolved,  That  George  Vincent  be,  and  he  hereby  is  permitted  to 
export  from  Salem  to  the  West  Indies,  about  forty  one  barrels  of  ale- 
wives,  and  said  Vincent  is  also  permitted  to  take  on  board  his  vessel, 
provisions  sufficient  for  his  voyage  to  the  said  West  Indies,  and  no 
more,  and  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  town  of  Salem,  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  see  this  resolve  strictly  complied  with. 

On  a  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  settled  on  Penob.'COt 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  Majabigwaducc,  and  Benjamin's  river, 
representing  the  dirficulties  and  distress  said  inhabitants  are  under,  in 
respect  to  the  scarcity  of  corn  and  ammunition,  and  praying  for  some 
relief.  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  by  this  Congress,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  the  town  of  Gloucester,  or  Newburyport,  or  to  the 
like  committees  of  safety,  or  correspondence,  of  any  other  towns  wiihin 
this  colony,  to  supply  Capt.  Jonathan  Buck,  one  of  the  petitioners,  for 
the  use  of  said  inhabitants,  for  their  present  relief,  with  two  hundred 
bushels  of  indian  corn,  or  to  that  amount  in  corn  and  rye,  and  take,  in 
return  for  the  same,  cord  wood,  or  such  other  payment  as  the  said  Buck 
may  be  able  to  make,  on  his  security  therefor ;  and  in  case  the  said 
Buck  shall  not  make  satisfaction  for  the  same,  in  a  reasonable  time,  it 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  colony,  and 
the  said  Buck  shall  refund  the  same  as  soon  as  may  be:  and  that  Col. 
Gjldthwait  deliver  up  all  the  public  arms  and  ammunition  in  his  possess- 
ion, to  the  petitioners,  or  a  committee  appointed  by  them  for  that  pur- 
pose :  and,  as  to  powder,  they  shall  be  reasonably  supplied  therewith,  as 
»oon  as  the  state  of  our  macrazine  will  admit  thereof. 

Friday,  June  23,  1775. 

Ordfred,  That  Col.  Cushing,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr. 
Wheeler,  and  Mr.  Langdon,  be  a  committee  to  till  up  commissions,  and 
that  no  one  of  said  gentlemen  quit  the  house  without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  the  officers  in  Col.  Glover's  regiment,  be  commis- 
sioned, except  Capt.  Lee  and  his  subalterns. 

Ordered,  That  the  pay  of  the  ensigns  be  augmented  to  three  pounds 


a  [each  colonel.] 
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ten  shillings,  and  those  that  are  returned  as  ensigns,  be  commissioned 
as  second  lieutenants. 

^^jOrdcred,  That  the  petition  of  Bridget  Philips,  be  dismissed ;  that 
directions  be  given  to  General  Ward,  not  to  permit  Bridget  Philips, 
wife  to  an  officer  in  Boston,  to  go  into  Boston,  nor  any  other  person 
whatever,  and  that  Major  Goodwin,  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
for  that  purpose. 

Ordered^  That  a  commission  be  given  to  Col.  Gridley,  as  chief  en- 
gineer and  colonel,  with  the  rank  of  major  general,  and  that  the  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  the  train  have  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  that  the  ma- 
jors have  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonels;  and  that  the  captains  [have] 
the  rank  of  majors,  captain  lieutenants  and  first  lieutenants  the  rank  of 
captains  ;  and  that  the  rank  of  the  other  officers  be  suspended  for  the 
present. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  respecting  Col.  Phiney's  regiment  be  re- 
committed, in  order  to  bring  in  a  resolve  directing  Col.  Phiney,  to 
bring  to  the  camp,  400  men  with  effective  fire  arms,  and  in  that  case 
[he]  to  be  commissioned  as  first  colonel,  with  a  major  under  him ;  and 
in  case  he  brings  up  500  men,  all  the  officers  to  be  appointed ;  and  in 
case  he  brings  up  but  300  men,  [he]  to  receive  a  commission  as  lieu- 
tenant colonel  ;  also,  that  his  men  be  brought  up  to  camp  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  government. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  disperse  the  handbills 
respecting  the  due  observance  of  the  Lord's  day,  be  directed  to  make 
a  computation  what  number  are  wanted,  and  order  them  to  be  printed, 
and  that  one  be  struck  off  for  each  parish. 

Ordered,  That  General  Fry  be  commissioned  as  a  major  general, 
and  that  the  president  be  directed  to  administer  the  oath  to  him. 
.  Ordered,  That  the  oath  for  general  officers  be  altered,  and  that  the 
words,  **or  house  of  representatives,  or  legislative  body  of  said  colony," 
be  added. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lane's  account  for  bringing  up  the  Indians,  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Langdon,  Capt.  Goodman,  Capt.  Holmes,  Capt. 
Parker,  and  Capt.  Carpenter,  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
report  thereon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  provide  a  hospital  for  the  camp  in  Ro.k- 
bury,  reported  as  follows :  That  they  have  appointed  the  house  be- 
longing to  Joshua  Loring,  in  said  Roxbury,  for  a  hospital,  and  for  the 
use  of  said  camp.    The  report  was  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  Capt.  Kirkwood,  be  recommitted  to 
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the  committee  appointed  to  take  that  matter  into  consideration,  and 
that  Major  Whittemorc,  and  Mr.  Glover,  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  apj)ointfnent  of  quarter  mas- 
ter generals,  and  adjutant  generals,  be  deferred  to  four  o'clock,  P  M., 
and  that  Mr.  Hobart,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  General  Ward,  to  [re- 
quest him  to]  nominate  an  adjutant  general. 

Ordtrcd,  That  to-morrow,  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  be  assigned  to 
come  to  the  choice  of  four  brigadier  generals. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the  form  of 
warrants  for  staff  officers,  and  that  the  committees  appointed  to  deliver 
out  commissions  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  Col.  Phiney's 
regiment,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz. : 

Rcsolvcdy  That  Col.  Edmund  Phiriey,  heretofore  authorized  by  the 
committee  of  safety  to  raise  a  regiment  for  the  service  of  tliis  colony, 
but  [who]  has  not  yet  eftected  it,  be  directed  to  proceed,  with  the 
greatest  diligence  and  despatch  in  that  business,  and  in  case  he  >\vA\, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  join  the  army  of  this  colo- 
ny, now  before  Boston,  with  four  hundred  effective  men,  each  aruicd 
with  a  good  effective  firelock,  the  said  Phiney,  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
commissioned  as  a  colonel,  on  the  pay  established  by  this  Congress  for 
a  chief  colonel ;  and  that  there  shall  be  also  allowed  to  the  said  body, 
one  major,  and  no  other  field  officers ;  and  in  case  the  said  Phiney, 
shall  procure  an  addition  of  one  hundred  effective  men,  or  upwards, 
and  each  armed  w^ith  an  effective  firelock,  by  the  last  day  of  July  next, 
that,  in  such  case,  the  said 'one  hundred  men  shall  be  joined  to  the 
aforesaid  four  hundred  men,  and  both  the  said  numbers  shall  constitute 
one  regiment,  and  then  the  choice  of  field  officers  shall  be  completed, 
and  a  proper  number  of  subordinate  officers,  commissioned  :  but  in  case 
the  said  Phiney  shall  fail  of  piocuring  four  hundred  effective  men, 
ornied  as  aforesaid,  but  shall  ["procure]  to  be  enlisted,  and  brought  to 
the  said  army,  by  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  a  number  of  ef- 
fective men,  all  armed  as  aforesaid,  less  than  four  hundred,  and  not 
less  than  three  hundred,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  be  commissioned  as  a 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  that  allowance  shall  hereafter  be  made  of  all 
reasonable  expenses  in  marchinir  said  men  to  the  said  army.  And  that 
the  said  Phiney,  be  specially  instructed  not  to  march  any  man  to  the 
said  camp,  who  is  not  furnished  with  a  good  effective  firelock,  and  iliat 
no  man  without  a  firelock,  shall  be  accounted,  or  reckoned,  as  going 
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to  constitute  the  numbers  above  mentioned,  which  shall  entitle  him 
to  either  of  the  aforesaid  commissions  proposed  for  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  make  out  a  copy  of  the 
resolve  respecting  Col.  Phiney's  regiment. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  price  of 
blankets,  to  be  given  the  soldiers,  reported  as  follows;  which  [report] 
was  accepted,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings,  lawful  money,  be  the 
stated  price  for  each  blanket  allowed  to  the  soldiers  in  the  Massachu- 
setts army ;  and  such  soldiers  as  have,  or  shall  be  supplied  with  blank- 
ets of  less  value,  as  may  appear  by  the  appraisement  of  the  selectmen, 
shall  have  the  overplus  made  up  to  them  by  those  who  supplied  said 
soldiers,  and  the  abovesaid  twelve  shillings  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  for  each  blanket. 

Ordered,  That  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  be  assigned  to  take 
into  consideration  an  establishment  for  the  brigadier  generals,  and  quar- 
ter master  generals,  and  adjutant  generals. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  assigned  for  the  choice  of  quarter  master 
generals,  and  adjutant  generals,  be  deferred  to  to-morrow  morning,  at 
ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hooper  of  Newburyport,  ^  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  supplies,  they  to  make  report. 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Noyes,  of  Ipswich,  be  appointed  a  postmaster, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  James  Foster,  who  has  resigned  that  office. 

Ordered,  Tlmt  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton,  be  directed  to  wait  on 
General  AVhitcomb,  and  desire  him  to  attend  this  Congress,  and  re- 
ceive his  commission. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton,  and  Col. 
Thompson,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  regiment  that 
was  moved  from  Marblehead  to  Cambridge,  immediately,  and  that  the 
committee  be  directed  to  go  to  Cambridge,  and  inquire  into  it,  and 
make  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fill  up  commissions,  be 
directed  to  fill  up  a  commission  for  General  Whitcomb. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nye,  be  appointed  to  number  the  notes  signed 
by  Deacon  Piympton. 


(I)  Stephen  Hooper,  Esq,  states,  that  the  committee  of  Portsmouth  had  received  from  Baltimore, 
fifty  barreU  of  flour,  intctuied  us  a  donatii)n  for  the  inhabitants  of  Boston:  but,  as  the  New  Hamp- 
•hire  troopi  needed  supplies,  they  desired  to  purchase  and  retain  the  flour. 
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Ordered,  That  Capt.  Sprague,  Capt.  White  and  Doct.  Whiting,  be 
a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  petition  from  the  town  of 
Maiden. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Mr.  Phillips,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  the  Rever- 
end Doct.  Langdon,  president  of  the  college,  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of  proper  ex- 
pedients to  augment  the  army,  and,  in  particular,  to  write  to  the  other 
New  England  governments  on  the  subject,  and  tliat  the}  l;e  directed 
to  attend  the  service  immediately. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Nye  be  excused  from  atteiidiiifr  the  service,  in 
numbering  tlie  notes  signed  by  Deacon  Plympton,  and  that  Mr.  Holmes 
be  appointed  in  his  room,  and  be  directed  to  attend  that  service  imme- 
diately. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  coinmitleo,  who  were  ordrred  to 
in(pjjre  into  the  misconduct  in  the  late  engagement,  lie  on  tiic  table 
till  they  arc  ready  to  report  in  full. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed  to  make  our  a 
new  list  for  ofiicers  of  the  train  of  artillery,  and  that  no  person  unwor- 
thy of  the  office  be  appointed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  Capt.  Lane's 
account  for  bringing  up  the  Indians  from  Penobscot,  reported,  that  his 
account  be  allowed,  and  that  the  receiver  general  be  directed  to  pay 
said  account  to  Capt.  Lane,  or  order  ;  and  likewise,  that  the  sum  of 
nineteen  pounds,  ten  shillings,  eight  pence,  lawful  money,  be  paid  by 
the  receiver  general  to  Capt.  Lane,  to  defray  liis  expenses  in  carrying 
the  Indians  back  to  Penobscot,  and  that  Mr.  Langdon  be  appointed  to 
draft  a  resolve  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Stephen  Hooper  of  Newburyport,  reported  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Re>olcfd,  That  those  of  the  committee  of  donations  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  who  have  left  said  town,  viz.,  Messrs.  Benjamin  Austin,  Na- 
thaniel Barber  and  Proctor,  be  advised  to  sell  the  fifty  barrels  of 

flour  sent  from  Baltimore  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  Boston,  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Portsmouth,  to  the 
same  committee,  for  the  use  of  the  New  Hampshire  troops.^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  request  from 
the  town  of  Maiden,  reported  as  follows,  which  was  accepted,  viz. :  the 

(I)  The  report  of  the  committee  to  consider  what  me.isurp?  should  be  adoiittti  to  i»tfingth*^n  t.he 
arii.y  btforfe  Boston,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  troops  frtmi  Plymouth  county,  i:.«i>flf<l  in  the 
journa!  of  the  proceejiugt*  of  the  twenty-second  of  June,  and  rt-pcateil  in  th«»  origiouJ,  ha*  be»n 
omitted. 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


[June  23, 


committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Mai- 
den be  [directed]  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  artillery  they  can,  for 
Iheir  defence,  in  case  they  shall  be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  that 
they  make  their  application  for  assistance  to  tlie  general  of  the  army, 
who,  doubtless,  will  furnish  tliem  with  sucli  detachments  from  the 
armv,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  resolve  for  the  receiver  general 
to  pay  to  Capt.  Lane  c^lO  IQs.  Sd.,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  carry- 
ing the  Indians  back  to  Penobscot,  reported  as  follows,  viz. : 

Rcsolccci,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, to  Mr.  Jolui  Lane,  or  order,  the  sum  of  £19  10s.  8r/.,  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  himself,  four  Indian  chiefs,  and  an  interpreter,  from  Wa- 
tcrtown  to  Penobscot,  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  the  same  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  the  former  vote  respecting  the  removal  of  the  library, 
apparatus,  and  other  valuable  effects  of  Harvard  College,  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  that  the  following  resolve  be  accepted,  viz. :  Whereas,  it  is 
expedient  that  those  apartments  in  Harvard  Hall,  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  professor  of  philosophy  and  librarian  of  Harvard  College, 
be  evacuated  :  Itrsolvcd,  that  the  library,  apparatus,  and  other  valuables 
of  Harvard  College,  be  removed,  as  soon  as  may  be;  that  Mr.  Samuel 
PinUips,  Mr,  Daniel  Hopkins  and  Dummer  Jewett,  Esq.,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  coii'iuU  with  the  reverend,  the  president,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Winthrop 
and  the  librarian,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  conveniently  obtained, 
and,  witli  them,  to  engage  some  suitable  person  or  persons  in  the  town 
of  Andover,  and  sucli  other  places  as  they  may  think  best,  to  receive 
and  t;ike  tlie  charge  of  the  above  mentioned  effects  ;  that  said  commit- 
tee join  with  tliose  gentlemen,  in  employing  proper  persons  for  packing 
8aid  library,  apparatus,  and  such  other  articles  as  they  shall  judge  ex- 
pedient, and  take  all  due  care,  that  it  be  done  with  the  greatest  safety 
and  despatch;  and,  as  the  packages  shall  be  completer],  that  they  take 
due  care  for  their  transportation  :  the  charges  to  be  laid  before  this,  or 
8ome  future  Congress,  or  house  of  assembly  of  this  province. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Hale,  Capt.  Parker  and  Capt.  Bragdon,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  lake  Capt.  Lane's  account  of  his  time  into  consideration,  and 
report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Winthrop  Sergeant  of  Gloucester,  merchant,  be  al- 
lowed to  ship  off  for  the  West  Indies,  a  quantity  of  old  Jamaica  fish, 
not  exceeding  forty  hogsheads,  it  apper.ring  to  this  Congress,  that  the 
said  fish,  if  stopped,  will  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  this  colony ;  and 
the  committee  of  safety  for  Gloucester  are  directed  to  cause  this  resolve 


1775.] 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


383 


to  be  so  carried  into  execution,  as  that  no  other  provisions,  except  for 
the  vessels'  use,  be  shipped  off  in  the  same. 

Voted,  That  the  receiver  general  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  Reverend 
Doct.  Langdon,  president  of  the  college,  <£100,  lawful  money,  in  bills 
of  credit  of  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  confimittee  appointed  to  consider  by  what  means 
the  army  before  Boston,  may  be  effectually  and  most  expeditiously 
strengthened,  be  directed  to  write  a  letter  to  Generjd  Ward  ;  who  re- 
ported a  letter  to  General  Ward,  directing  him  to  call  on  the  eight 
companies  stationed  in  the  county  of  Plymouth. i 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
Robert  Haskell,  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  resolve:  Rrsohrd,  that 
the  petitioner,  Robert  Haskell,  be  permitted  to  proceed  from  Beverly 
to  Nova  Scotia  in  a  fishing  vessel,  about  seventeen  years  old,  that  he  hath 
procured  for  that  purpose,  also  to  carry  three  or  four  ])ersons  with  him, 
and  the  following  provisions,  viz,  :  one  barrel  of  pork,  two  hundred 
[pounds]  of  bread,  sixteen  gallons  of  rum,  sixteen  gallons  of  molasses, 
half  a  bushel  of  beans  or  peas,  and  two  bushels  of  salt,  but  no  more 
provisions  of  any  kind  whatever  :  and  that  such  proceeding  will  not  be 
contrary  to  the  resolve  passed  by  the  grand  American  Congress,  the 
17th  of  May  last,  or  any  other  resolve  that  honorable  Congress  have  yet 
published. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed  to  make  out  a 
new  list  for  officers  of  the  train  of  artillery,  that  no  person  unworthy 
of  office  be  appointed. 

Saturday,  June  24,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Col.  Sawyer  and  Capt.  Batchelder,  be 
a  committee  to  consider  some  method  for  regulating  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

Major  Fuller,  Doct.  Bailey  and  Capt.  Goodman,  [were]  appointed  a 
comnnttee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  part  of  Col.  Phiney's  regi- 
inent  being  stationed  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Col.  Sawyer  and  Capt.  Goodman,  be 
a  committee  to  consider  what  is  further  necessary  to  be  done  respect' 
ing  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony. 

Voted,  That  there  shall  be  two  surgeons  and  two  mates  appointed 
for  each  hospital,  and  commissioned  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  surgeons, 
be  desired  to  report  an  establishment  for  surgeons  of  hospitals. 

(1)  This  paragraph  seems,  in  making  up  the  journal,  to  have  been  inadvertently  inserted,  Uie  sub- 
ject having  beondi'^posed  of  on  the  preceding  day. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  an  establishment  for  the  sur- 
geons of  hospit;ils,  reported  :  tlie  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz,  :  that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  establishment  of  the  chief 
surgeons  should  be  at  the  rate  of  eight  pounds  per  month,  and  each 
mate,  four  pounds,  ten  shillings,  per  month. 

Ordered,  That  Col,  Freeman,  Col,  Farley  and  Capt,  Stone,  be  a 
committee  to  get  the  resolve  for  a  fast  printed,  and  one  sent  to  each, 
religious  society  in  this  colony  ,  [which  is  as  follows,  viz. :] 

[Whereas,  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  the  wise  and  good  Governor 
of  the  Universe,  in  his  righteous  providence,  for  our  many  sins,  to  suf- 
fer the  sword  of  the  British  troops  to  be  unsheathed  against  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  colony,  in  such  a  cruel  and  unnatural  manner  as  must  give 
the  world  the  most  indisputable  proofs  of  tlie  wicked  designs  to  destroy 
or  enslave  this  wliole  continent :  as  in  the  unprovoked  and  unnatural 
instances  of  hostilities,  cruelty  and  barbarity,  of  the  ever  memorable 
19th  of  April  last,  whereby  so  many  of  the  brave  and  inoffensive  in- 
habitants of  this  colony  were  murdered  :  and  the  several  attacks  which 
have  since  been  made  by  the  said  troops  on  us  between  that  day  and 
the  17th  instant,  when  our  country  resounded  with  the  roar  of  cannon 
from  the  once  peaceful  shores  and  harbor  near  the  capital,  when  there 
was  scarce  aught  but  smoke,  fire,  and  blood,  to  be  seen  there,  whereby 
the  lives  of  many  of  our  countrymen,  bravely  fighting  in  defence  of  the 
rights  of  America,  were  lost  ;  together  with  their  laying  the  opulent 
town  of  Charlestown,  in  a  most  savage  manner,  in  ashes  :] 

[And  whereas,  some  more  late  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment are  designed  by  them  soon  to  be  enforced  upon  the  Americans ; 
and  a^  large  rcenforcements  are  arrived  and  arriving  to  join  our  ene- 
mies in  Boston,  which  will  probably  induce  them  to  make  another  trial 
of  military  prowess,  to  penetrate  into  the  country  ;  and  we,  being  taught, 
not  only  by  tbese  sore  trials,  but  also  by  the  great  mercies  of  our  God, 
who  lias  hitherto  so  remarkably  covered  the  heads  of  our  people  in 
the  day  of  battle,  to  be  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  our  absolute 
dependance  upon  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and  God  of  Armies,  for  success 
in  this  iuiportant  war,  into  which  we  are  driven  by  our  enemies,  do  re- 
nounce all  confidence  in  our  own  strength  ;  but,  being  fully  assured  our 
cause  is  just,  and  relying  on  the  mercy  of  God  for  his  divine  protection 
and  assistance  therein  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  Thursday,  the  13th 
day  of  July  next,  be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  fasting  and  prayer, 
throughout  this  colony,  that  we  may  all,  at  one  time,  sincerely  humble 
ourselves  before  the  searcher  of  hearts  for  all  our  many  sins,  as  a  peo- 
ple, and  as  individuals,  and  humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  his  forgive- 
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ness,  and  his  blessing  on  us  :  that  he  would  graciously  afford  his  divine 
direction  and  assistance  in  our  military  operations,  and  speedily  cause 
our  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  us  upon  a  just  and  permanent  founda- 
tion, that  not  only  a  stop  may  be  put  to  the  wanton  effusion  of  human 
blood,  but  that  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies  may  again  rejoice  in 
the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  all  those  rights,  liberties  and  priv- 
ileges, civil  and  religious,  for  the  enjoyment  of  which  our  pious  ances- 
tors braved  every  danger,  by  which  they  have  rendered  their  memory 
dear  to  us,  their  posterity,  and  set  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of 
all  succeeding  generations :  that  he  would  grant  us  health  in  our  army 
and  in  all  our  habitations,  succeed  us  in  all  our  lawful  employments, 
give  us  rain  from  heaven  to  water  the  dry  and  thirsty  earth,  and  fruitful 
seasons,  and  fill  our  hearts  with  food  and  gladness  :  that  he  would  be- 
stow his  blessing  upon  the  various  means  used  for  the  recovery  and 
preservation  of  our  just  rights,  particularly  on  the  couirresses  and 
llOU^es  of  assembly  of  this  and  the  sister  colonies,  and  especially  on 
the  American  Congress,  that  they  may  all  be  inspired  with  that  wisdom 
that  is  necessary  in  this  day  of  difficulty  and  distress:  that  he  would 
smile  on  the  measures  taken  for  the  exercise  of  civil  govern»nt*nl  in 
this  colony:  above  all,  that  he  would  sanctify  to  us  the  various  dispen- 
sations of  his  righteous  providence,  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  what- 
ever he  may  call  us  to  do  or  suffer,  be  a  peculiar  people  to  himself,  and 
our  persons  and  services  accepted  of  him  through  Christ  our  Re- 
deemer. And  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  each  and  every 
religious  society,  of  whatever  denomination,  in  this  colony,  strictly  to 
abstain  from  all  servde  labor  and  recreation  on  said  day,  to  mix  their 
fasting  with  humble  thankfulness  for  the  many  signal  and  undeserved 
mercies  we  enjoy,  and  observe  said  day  in  a  religious  manner,  by  turn- 
ing every  one  from  his  evil  ways  to  God,  that  so  he  may  turn  unto  us 
and  not  forsake  his  heritage.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  wages  of 
Capl.  John  Lane  and  Mr.  Gilmore,  for  their  attendance  in  bringing  up 
four  Indians  from  Penobscot,  reported.  [The  report  is  as  follows, 
viz.  :]  The  committee  for  examining  the  account  of  Mr.  John  Lane, 
have  attended  that  service,  [and]  found  the  said  Lane's  account  well 
supported,  excepting  a  few  inaccuracies  in  casting;  they  therefore  beg 
leave  to  report  by  way  of  resolve,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, to  iVIr.  John  Lane,  the  sum  of  foity-seven  pounds,  eighteen  shil- 
lings, and  eleven  pence  half  penny,  for  his  expenses  in  bringing  up  to 
the  Congress  four  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Penobscot  tribe  of  Indians,  with 
49 
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an  interpreter  ;  and  the  receiver  general  of  this  colony,  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  pay  the  said  John  Lane,  or  order,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  forty- 
seven  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  eleven  pence  half  penny. 

Mr.  Freeman,  and  Capt.  Bragdon,  were  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  expediency  of  stationing  part  of  Col.  Phiney's 
regiment  in  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Lane  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  in 
order  to  answer  such  questions  as  the  Congress  shall  propose  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  supply  the 
four  Indians  brought  up  by  Capt.  Lane,  with  a  pair  of  shoes  each. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mighill,  Mr.  Ilobart,  Capt.  Webster  and  Mr- 
Lothrop,  be  added  to  the  committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Edward 
Parry. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Rev.  Doct.  Langdon,  president  of  the  college,  reported 
as  follows,  viz.  :  Resolved,  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  colony,  the  sum  of  .^lilO,  lawful  money,  in  bills 
of  credit  of  this  colony,  to  the  Rev.  Doct.  Langdon,  president  of  Har- 
vard College,  in  part  for  his  services  in  that  station,  since  his  appoint- 
ment thereto  :  and  the  treasurer  and  receiver  general  is  hereby  direct- 
ed to  pay  the  said  sum  in  bills  of  credit,  accordingly. ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to  consider  Capt.  Lane's 
services  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gerrish,  ^Ir.  Wheeler  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a 
comniiitee  to  consider  and  report  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  overplus 
bills. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Fisher  be  appointed  in  the  place  of  Capt. 
Bragdon,  to  consider  the  services  of  Capt.  Lane,  in  bringing  up  four 
Indian  chiefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
James  Kirkwood,  keeper  of  the  lights  on  Thatcher's  island,  reported  : 
the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

.Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  Capt.  James  Kirkwood,  sixty  pounds,  for  one  year's  salary  as  keeper 
of  the  light-houses  on  Thatcher's  island,  and  also  eighteen  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  more,  being  for  his  disbursements,  in  repairing 
buildings,  and  other  work  done  there,  box  of  medicines,  and  several 
other  necessaries,  as  per  his  account,  herewith  exhibited  :  and  the  re- 
ceiver general  is,  accordingly,  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  said  Capt. 


(1)  The  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  Doct.  Lan»don  had  been  made  od  the  precedinor  day:  the 
giant  Us«t  out  more  formally  in  this  resohition,  than  in  that  of  June  23. 
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Kirkwood,  the  aforesaid  sums,  amounting  to  seventy-eight  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings,  the  same  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  to  come  to  the 
choice  of  a  gentleman  to  preach  the  election  sermon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  resolve  respecting  Bridget  Phil- 
lips, wife  of  an  officer  in  General  Gage's  army,  reported  :  the  report  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  Resolved,  that  General  Ward 
do  not  suffer  or  permit  Bridget  Phillips,  wife  to  an  officer  under  Gene- 
ral Gage,  to  go  into  Boston,  nor  any  other  person  wliatever,  without 
leave  first  obtained  of  this  Congress,  or  some  future  house  of  represen- 
tatives;  and  that  an  express  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  committee  of 
safety  for  the  town  of  Newburyport,  to  order  them  to  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  said  Bridget  from  going  out  of  this 
province,  or  to  Boston. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration,  and  report  the 
form  of  a  commission  for  brigadier  generals,  quarter  master  generals, 
and  adjutant  generals,  adjutants,  quarter  masters,  and  surgeons,  report- 
ed a  form,  which  was  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  form  of  a  commission  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hire  a  house  of  John  Hunt,  Esq.,  for  a 
hospital,  reported  the  following  proposal,  which  was  accepted,  viz. : 

Gentlemen  : — With  respect  to  the  hire  of  the  house  belonging  to 
John  Hunt,  Esq  ,  for  a  hospital,  the  proprietor  only  expects  such  a 
consideration  from  the  colony,  as  will  be  a  satisfaction  for  the  necessa- 
ry damage  to  the  house,  expecting  proper  care  will  be  taken  that  the 
out-houses,  &.C.,  be  kept  in  good  order. 

W.  Hunt,  in  behalf  of  the  proprietor. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  spears  for  the 
army,  be  directed  to  use  their  discretion  in  procuring  poles  for  the 
handles  of  the  spears. 

Afternoon, 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor and  company  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  :  the  report  was  accept- 
ed, and  similar  letters,  so  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire.  [The  letter  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut  is  as  follows  :] 

Governor  Trumbull. 
May  it  please  your  honor : — From  advices  received  divers  ways,  we 
have  the  greatest  reason  to  determine,  that  all  the  British  troops  al- 
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ready  destined,  or  that  may  be  yet  ordered  to  America  this  season,  will 
come  to  Boston,  it  being  evidently  their  design,  if  possible,  to  rout  our 
army  before  that  place,  destroy  all  our  magazines,  and  thereby  to  strike 
terror  and  faintness  into  the  hearts  of  all  the  friends  to  right  and  liberty 
throughout  the  continent,  to  revive  and  animate  the  scattered  friends, 
and  break  the  union  of  the  colonies,  and  in  that  way  insure  final  suc- 
cess to  their  tyranny.  This  being  undoubtedly  the  plan  of  our  ene- 
mies, it  is  of  inexpressible  consequence,  that  the  ground  which  we 
have  taken  should  at  all  events  be  maintained.  Your  honor  is,  no 
doubt,  fully  sensible  that  our  army,  for  the  present,  is  unavoidably 
checked,  with  regard  to  offensive  operations,  for  a  reason  of  which  you 
are  not  unapprized  ;  but,  however,  we  have  the  means  of  acting  on  the 
defensive. 

As  Boston  is  impregnable  against  every  thing  but  great  artillery, 
very  few  troops  are  sufficient  to  keep  it ;  and  as  there  are  two  passes 
at  least,  very  distant  from  each  other,  by  which  the  enemy  will  probably 
attempt  to  advance  into  the  country,  it  is  thereby  rendered  necessary 
that  we  should  throw  our  army  into  at  least  two  grand  divisions,  each  of 
which  ought  to  be  able  to  withstand  almost  the  whole  strength  of  the 
enemy.  Your  holior  is  acquainted,  that  it  was,  at  first,  supposed  to  be 
necessary,  that  30,000  men  should  be  raised,  and  stationed  to  act  for 
this  season  in  the  environs  of  Boston.  Thirteen  thousand,  six  hundred, 
was  the  number  supposed  by  our  Congress,  to  be  the  colony's  propor- 
tion of  such  an  army :  and  that  number  we  have,  to  our  utmost,  been 
endeavoring  fully  to  complete ;  but,  because  there  are  deficiencies  in 
our  regiments,  as  your  honor  well  knows  there  always  will  be  in  such 
cases,  in  order  to  make  that  queta  good,  we  have  been  obliged  to  increase 
the  number  of  the  regiments  ;  but  still,  there  is  a  deficiency,  and,  because 
of  the  inexpressible  importance  of  having  our  army  effectually  strong, 
we  are,  with  unremitted  efTorts,  and  by  every  device,  at  vast  expense, 
laboring  to  make  that  number  fully  complete,  or  rather  to  exceed  it. 

May  it  please  your  honor : — Because  we  are  so  vastly  apprehensive 
of  the  fatal  consequences  of  a  general  defeat  of  this  army  to  the  whole 
American  cause,  and  are  so  unutterably  solicitous  to  have  it  effectually 
strengthened,  we  have  called  in  every  individual  of  our  levies  from  all 
our  outposts,  to  join  the  army ;  although,  by  that  measure,  we  expose 
all  our  towns  on  the  sea  coasts  to  the  rage  and  depredations  of  the  en- 
emy, and  run  the  dreadful  risk  of  the  best  of  our  towns  being  reduced 
to  ashes,  and  taking  the  miserable  fate  of  Charlestown. 

We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  honor,  that  it  is  most  clearly  our 
opinion,  and  that  we  have  the  best  grounds  to  suppose,  that,  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  have  recovered  a  little  breath  from  their  amazing  fatigues  of 
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the  seventeenth  of  June,  and  the  surprising  losses  which  they  then  un- 
doubtedly sustained,  shall  be  made  up  by  arrivals  of  new  troops,  which 
is  almost  daily  taking  place,  they  will  direct  all  their  force  to  some  one 
point,  and  make  the  utmost  efforts  to  force  our  lines,  destroy  our  mag- 
azines, and  thereby  strike  general  terror  and  amazement  into  the  liearts 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  continent. 

From  this  view  of  the  case,  we  cannot,  a  moment  longer,  forbear 
addressing  your  honor,  and  most  earnestly  suggesting  to  the  immediate 
consideration  of  your  general  assembly,  not  only  the  exi)ediericy,  but 
indispensable  necessity,  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  the  troops 
from  your  colony,  for  the  more  elTectual  strengthening  of  the  armv. 
AVhat  the  number  of  the  augmentation  ought  to  be,  we  most  cheerfully 
submit  to  the  good  judgment  of  your  assembly,  not  in  the  le;ist  doubt- 
ing, but  their  wisdom  and  justice  will  direct  and  dispose  them  to  do  all 
that  is  proper,  in  so  important  a  crisis  as  we  really  consider  the 
present. 

We  need  not  express  to  your  honor,  the  indispensable  necessity  of 
despatch  in  making  reenforcements,  nor  the  propriety  and  advantage 
of  marching  any  new  levies,  which  your  assembly  may  order,  with  all 
possible  speed,  without  the  first  raised  companies  waiting  for  the  com- 
pleting of  others;  inasmucli  as  your  colony  has  here,  on  the  spot,  all 
the  proper  officers  to  make  the  necessary  disposition  for  their  recep- 
tion, and  as  the  season  of  their  being  of  any  advantage  for  the  support 
of  our  army,  may  be  irrevocably  lapsed  before  their  arrival,  if  the  least 
unnecessary  delay  should  be  indulged. 

We  have  made  a  representation  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  similar  to  the  foregoing,  and  are  about  to  make  a  like  represen- 
tation to  the  congress  of  New  Hampshire,  and  to  send  the  same  by 
special  express. 

We  suppose  the  whole  number  of  our  enemy's  land  forces,  when 
joined  with  the  four  regiments  which  were  ordered  to  New  York,  ^vill 
amount  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand,  exclusive  of  negroes  and  tories, 
vho  are  every  way  provided  and  furnished,  in  the  best  manner,  for 
action. 

We  have  the  fullest  confidence,  that  your  honor's  zeal  and  ardor  for 
the  salvation  of  our  country,  and  the  preservation  of  our  inestimable 
rights,  will  render  any  importunity  unnecessary,  to  induce  you  to  take 
all  the  requisite  steps  to  effect  the  proposed  augmentation,  for  which 
we  are  most  solicitous. 

Ordered^  That  Major  Hawley,  Col.  Gerrish  and  the  president,  be  a 
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committee  to  take  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon,  a  letter  from 
General  Ward,  informing  of  the  desertion  of  Lieut.  Cox  of  Salem,  and 
a  number  of  men. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley  and  the  president  be  excused,  and 
that  Col.  Porter  and  Doct.  Church  be  appointed  in  their  room. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  stationingpart 
of  Col.  Phiney's  regiment  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln, 
reported  :  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Whereas, 
it  appears  to  this  Congress  to  be  necessary,  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  sea  coasts  in  the  counties 
of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  resolve 
which  passed  yesterday,  relative  to  Col.  Phiney's  regiment,  be  so  far 
reconsidered,  as  that  the  remainder  of  said  regiment,  after  400  thereof 
have  marched  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  be  immediately  raised  and 
stationed  in  such  places  in  the  said  counties,  as  shall  be  thought  best 
by  General  Preble,  Col.  Enoch  Freeman  and  Major  Wheaton  of  St. 
Georges,  until  they  receive  further  orders  from  the  Congress,  or  a  gen- 
eral assembly  of  this  colony  :  and  that,  after  they  are  at  first  stationed, 
they  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  Col,  Enoch  Freeman,  who  is  here- 
by empowered  to  order  and  dispose  of  them,  as,  in  his  opinion,  will 
most  conduce  to  the  general  interest.  And  the  committee  of  supplies 
are  hereby  directed  to  supply  said  troops  with  provisions,  agreeably  to 
the  allowance  as  established  by  this  Congress. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  the 
counties  aforesaid,  to  supply  the  said  troops  with  ammunition,  which 
shall  be  replaced  as  soon  as  the  colony  magazine  can  be  supplied,  or 
paid  for  out  of  the  public  treasury;  and  that  Col.  Freeman  be,  and 
hereby  is  appointed,  to  muster  the  said  men,  and  to  see  that  they  are 
all  well  prepared  with  fire  arms  and  other  accoutrements, 

■  Mr.  Hubbard  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Col.  Farley  on  Mr.  Re- 
vere's  account. 

Ordcrc'I,  That  the  proclamation  for  a  fast  be  suspen  led. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  General  Ward, 
reported :  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Jlcsolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  General  Ward,  immediately 
to  take  eifectual  measures  to  apprehend  Lieut.  Cox,  and  such  privates 
as  have  been  induced  by  the  said  Lieut.  Cox  to  desert  their  duty,  and 
forthwith  to  bring  [said]  Cox,  and  such  other  deserters  as  may  be  ap- 
prehended, to  their  trial,  that  the  said  Lieut.  Cox  and  his  accomplices 
may  [receive]  such  condign  punishment  for  their  aggravated  offences, 
as,  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  war,  is  provided  for ;  and  it  is  further 
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recommended  to  the  committees  of  all  denominations,  and  the  select- 
men of  any  town  where  said  deserters  niay  be,  to  atiVjrd  all  possible 
aid  and  assistance  to  the  general  in  apprehendincr  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  president,  Mr.  Gerry,  Miijor  Ilawley,  Deacon 
Cheever,  Col.  Gerrish,  Col.  Lincoln  and  Col.  Porter,  be  a  coniuiittee 
to  consider  what  steps  are  proper  to  be  taken  lor  receiving  General 
Washington  with  proper  respect,  and  to  provide  a  house  for  him  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  allowance  is  adc<jnate  to 
the  services  of  Capt.  John  Lane,  &c.,  in  bringing  u[>  four  Indians 
from  Penobscot,  reported :  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  allowance  is  ade(|uate  to 
the  services  of  Capt.  John  Lane  and  JNIr.  Gilman,  for  their  attendance 
in  bringing  up  to  this  town,  four  Indians  of  the  Penobscot  tribe,  beg 
leave  to  report:  that  the  said  Mr.  Lane  proceed  lo  raise  a  conip^my  of 
fifty-si.x  etTective  men,  including  sergeants,  to  joifi  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge, agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  committee  of  safety  ;  and  upon 
his  raising  said  men,  that  he  be  entitled  not  only  to  a  captain's  com- 
mission, but  to  the  pay  established  for  captains,  to  commeiice  at  ilie 
time  he  received  his  orders  from  the  committee  of  safety:  that  Mr. 
Gilman  be  allowed  for  forty  days'  attendance  as  an  interpreter  to  Mr. 
Lane,  at  three  shillings  per  day,  six  pounds;  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Gil- 
man be  presented  with  an  honorary  commission,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant, and  be  desired  to  use  his  influence  to  cultivate  a  peaceable 
disposition  in  the  Indians  at  St.  Francois,  and  other  parts  adjoining, 
and  give  intelligence  of  their  temper  and  disposition,  from  time  to  time, 
as  he  shall  have  opportunity,  and  as  the  importance  of  affairs  may  re- 
quire; and  all  necessary  charge  and  trouble  for  any  in  jiortant  intelli- 
gence so  [communicated,]  shall  be  suitably  rewarded. ^ 

The  committee  for  giving  out  commissions,  were  directed  to  make 
out  an  honorary  commission  for  Mr.  Gilman,  agreeably  to  the  forego- 
ing report. 

Mr.  Pickering  [was]  appointed  to  draw  a  resolve,  directing  the  treas- 
urer to  pay  Mr.  John  Lane  and  Andrew  Gilman,  agreeably  to  said 
report. 

Col.  Porter  was  appointed  to  procure  a  scythe,  and  carry  it  to  :i 
blacksmith,  to  be  fixed  for  a  spear,  in  such  a  manner  as  lie  thinks  lit, 
and  bring  it  before  this  Congress,  when  fixed. 


(1)  This  resolve  ie  repeated  id  the  journal  of  the  next  d»y. 
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Mr.  Pickering  brought  in  a  resolve  as  directed,  which  was  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  colony,  to  Mr.  Andrew  Gilman,  the  sum  of  six  pounds,  in  bills 
of  credit  of  this  colony,  for  forty  days'  attendance  as  an  interpreter  to 
four  Indians  of  the  Penobscot  tribe,  in  their  late  attendance  at  an  em- 
bassy to  this  Congress  ;  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  the  same  sum  of  six  pounds  to  Mr.  Andrew  Gilman,  in  bills  of 
credit,  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  any  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  procure 
spears,  be  empowered  to  order  the  blacksmith  to  work  on  the  sabbath, 
to  complete  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

Rp:;olvcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  good  brothers,  the  Indians 
of  the  Penobscot  tribe,  to  immediately  apply  to  General  Preble  and  Col. 
Freeman  of  Falmouth,  for  a  supply  of  provisions  and  all  other  necessa- 
ry goods,  and  would  recommend  said  gentlemen,  as  the  most  suitable 
persons  to  supply  the  Indians,  who  will  undoubtedly  do  them  justice  ; 
and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  General  Preble  and  Col.  Freeman,  to 
supply  said  Indians  with  provisions,  and  all  other  necessary  articles, 
upon  the  most  equitable  terms,  and  to  receive  their  fur,  and  other 
skins,  in  payment ;  and  the  said  General  Preble  and  Col.  Freeman,  are 
hereby  desired  to  supply  said  Indians  at  the  truck-house  at  Penobscot. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Col.  Thompson  and  Capt.  Bragdon,  be 
a  cotnmiltce  to  consider  the  request  of  Col.  Freeman,  to  have  the  min- 
ute company  of  the  town  of  Sandwich  stationed  at  Naushan  island. 

Monday  morning,  liine  o'clock,  was  assigned,  agreeably  to  a  resolve 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  to  choose  a  proper  person  to  superintend 
tlie  armorers  in  the  camp,  and  to  see  that  they  do  their  duty. 

\  letter  from  George  Stillman  to  Col.  Otis  was  read,  and  committed 
to  Mr.  G;)i>'Jwin,  Mr.  Langdon  and  Doct.  Whiting.^ 

Mr.  I.othrop,  Mr.  Dickerson  and  Mr.  White,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  get  the  proclamation  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  a  fast', 
reprinted,  and  dispersed  one  to  each  religious  assembly  in  the  colony.^ 

(1)  Thii  letter  related  to  the  capture  of  a  tender  ;  which  is  fully  described  in  the  memorial  of  the 
inhijilanl*  of  .Machias. 

(9)  The  fast  appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress  superseded  that  directed  by  the  provincial 
assembly.  The  proclamation  which  follows  was  distributed  and  read  from  the  desk  of  every  church 
of  Massachusetts,  instead  of  that  adopted,  and  entered  in  the  journal,  page  334. 

In  Continen-tal  Congress,  June  12, 1775' 

As  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  by  his  supreme  and  universal  providence,  nor  only  conJact^ 
tho  course  of  nature  with  uaorring  wi=sJo:n  and  reditu  Jo,  but  frequently  influanees  tho  minds  of 
men  to  serve  the  wise  and  gracious  purposes  of  his  providential  government  ;  and  it  being,  at  nil 
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Mr.  Lothrop,  Deacon  Fisher  and  Mr.  Parker,  were  appointed  a  com- 
rflittee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  some  person  to  preach  an  elec- 
tion sermon  on  the  19th  of  July  next. 

The  committee  reported,  that  Mr.  Gordon  was  unanimously  chosen, 
and  the  president  was  appointed  to  inform  him  of  this  choice. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Sabbath  day,  June  25,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown,  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Bigelow,  Major 
Brooks,  Col.  Smith  and  Deacon  Stone,  be  a  committee  to  procure  four 
hundred  spades  and  shovels  for  the  use  of  the  army,  immediately.  And 
the  said  committee  is  directed  to  make  a  list  of  such  persons,  of  whom 
they  may  procure  said  spades  and  shovels,  with  the  number  received  of 
each  person,  and  the  value  thereof,  and,  when  procured,  that  they  im- 
mediately forward  them  to  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  honorary  commission  for 
Mr.  Gilman,  reported  a  form,  which,  being  duly  amended,  was  accept- 
ed, and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  Andrtw 
Gilman,  gentUman,  Greeting. 

We,  entertaining  a  good  opinion  of  your  prudence,  courage,  and 
good  conduct,  do  appoint,  and  you  the  said  Andrew  Gilman  are  hereby 

times,  our  indispensable  duty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  his  superintending  providence,  especially  in 
times  of  impending  danger  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence  and  adore  his  immutable  justice  as 
well  as  to  implore  his  merciful  interposition  for  our  deliverance. 

This  Congress,  therefore,  considering  the  present  critical,  alarming,  and  calamitous  state  of  these 
colonies,  do  earnestly  recommend,  that  Thursday,  the  20th  day  of  July  next,  be  uliserved,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  English  colonies  on  this  continent,  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  tasting,  and 
prayer:  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  unfeigncdiy  confess  and  deplore  our  many 
•ins  ;  and  offer  up  our  joint  supplications  to  the  all-wise,  omnipotent,  and  merciful  Disposer  of  all 
eTents ;  humbly  beseeching  him  to  forgive  our  iniquities,  to  remove  our  present  calamities,  to  avert 
IhoKe  desolating  judgments,  with  which  we  are  threatened,  and  to  bless  our  rightful  sovereign,  king 
Cvorp.-  the  third,  and  to  inspire  him  with  wisdom  to  discern  and  pursue  the  true  interests  of  his 
•libjrpi*,  that  a  ipeedy  end  may  be  put  to  the  civil  discord  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American 
«i>K.nn  »,  witliuat  further  effusion  of  blood  :  and  that  the  British  nation  may  be  influenced  to  regard 
the  thines  that  belong  to  her  peace,  before  they  are  hid  from  her  eyes:  that  these  colonics  may 
ever  be  under  the  care  and  protection  of  a  kind  Providence,  and  be  prospered  in  all  their  interests  : 
that  the  divine  ble-Jsing  may  descend  and  rest  upon  our  civil  ruleis,  and  upon  the  representative*  of 
the  people,  in  their  several  assemblies  and  conventions,  that  they  may  he  directed  to  wise  and 
effectual  measures  for  preserving  the  union,  and  securing  the  just  righUt  and  privileges  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  that  virtue  and  true  religion  may  revive  and  flourish  throu<:hout  our  land  ;  and  that  all  Amer- 
ica may  soon  behold  a  gracious  interposition  of  Heaven  for  ttie  redress  of  her  mauy  grievanc«  •,  the 
restoration  of  her  invaded  rights,  a  reconciliation  with  the  parent  state,  on  terma  cuimtitutional, 
and  honorable  to  both  ;  and  that  her  civil  and  religious  privileges  may  be  •ecured  to  the  latest  pos- 
terity. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians,  of  all  denominations,  to  asserablo  for  public  woruhip,  &ad 
to  nbstain  from  iorvile  labor,  and  recreation  on  said  day. 
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appointed,  to  the  honorary  title  of  lieutenant ;  and  you  are  to  be  con- 
sidered of  tliat  rank,  not  only  among  the  good  people  of  this  province, 
but  also  among  all  our  friends  and  brethren  through  the  continent ; 
and  we  confide  in  your  readiness  to  promote  the  common  cause  of 
America,  among  our  good  brothers,  the  Indians  of  the  several  tribes 
which  you  may  have  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with,  as  well  as  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 

 President. 

The  petition  of  John  Lane  was  read,  the  prayer  whereof  was  grant- 
ed, and  Col.  Lincoln  appointed  to  draw  up  a  resolve  thereon. 

Col.  Lincoln  drew  up  a  resolve  accordingly,  which  was  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  Resolved,  that  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver 
general,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  unto  Capt.  John  Lane, 
or  his  order,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds,  lawful  money,  being  two  months 
pay  for  a  captaiu  in  the  colony  service,  he  the  said  Lane  to  be  ac- 
countable for  that  sum,  to  this,  or  some  future  Congress,  or  constitu- 
tional assembly  of  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  John  Lane  proceed  to  raise  a  company  of  fifty 
six  effective  men,  including  sergeants,  to  join  the  army  at  Cambridge, 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  committee  of  safety :  and,  upon  his  rais- 
ing said  men,  that  he  be  entitled  not  only  to  a  captain's  commission, 
but  to  the  pay  established  for  captains,  to  commence  at  the  time  he  re- 
ceived his  orders  from  the  said  committee  of  safety.^ 

Ordir(d,  That  Deacon  Fisher  draw,  in  form  of  a  resolve,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  relative  to,  Andrew  Gilman. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln  draw  up  a  resolve,  empowering  Mr. 
Grannis  to  employ  thirty  men  to  protect  the  Elizabeth  islands. 

Mr.  Fisher,  agreeably  to  order,  presented  the  following  resolve, 
which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  Lieut.  Andrew  Gilman  be,  and  hereby  is,  ordered 
and  instructed  to  use  his  utmost  influence  to  cultivate  a  friendly  and 
peaceable  disposition  in  the  Indians  at  St.  Francois,  and  all  other  parts 
adjoining,  and  to  give  intelligence  of  their  temper  and  disposition,  from 
time  to  time,  as  he  shall  have  opportunity,  and  as  the  importance  of 
affairs  may  require,  and  also  of  the  Canadians  at  Quebec,  and  other 
adjacent  parts  of  Canada,  so  often  as  it  may  be  in  his  power,  for  which 
service  he  shall  receive  a  proper  reward. 

Col.  Lincoln,  agreeably  to  order,  presented  the  following  resolve, 

(1)  The  substance  of  this  resolve  is  inserted  in  the  Journal  of  June  524. 
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which  was  accepted  :  Resolved,  that  Capt.  John  Grannis  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  empowered,  immediately,  to  engage  thirty  good,  able  bodied, 
effective  men,  to  be  paid  by  this  colony,  well  provided  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  provided  with  suitable  provisions, 
to  repair,  without  delay,  to  the  Elizabeth  islands,  so  called,  in  ['Dukes 
county,]  there  to  protect  the  stock,  and  to  impress  such  a  number  of 
boats,  &c.,  [as]  he  shall  want  to  transport  the  men  to  and  from  said 
islands,  as  occasion  may  require,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  further 
order  of  this,  or  some  future  Congress,  or  constitutional  assembly  of 
this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the  train  be  immedi- 
ately sent  to  the  committee  of  safety,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  de- 
liver them  to  such  officers,  to  whom  there  is  no  exception,  and  that 
Col.  Porter  be  appointed  to  carry  said  commissions  to  the  committee 
of  safety,  with  this  order,  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  certain  officers  of  Col. 
Prescott's  regiment,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  conuniiiee 
of  safety. 

Afternoon. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  was  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  one,  and  was  read  and  accepted,  and  the 
committee  of  supplies  directed  to  forward  it  by  express.  [^]i 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  steps  are  proper  to  be 
taken  for  the  reception  of  General  Washington,  reported ;  the  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Machias  was  read,  respecting  the 
capture  of  a  king's  cutter,  and  committed  to  the  committee  which  was 
yesterday  appointed  to  consider  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  to  Col. 
Otis.2 

a  [the  county  of  Duke's  county.]  b  [and  is  as  follows.] 

(1)  The  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull  is  the  same  which  has  already  been  inserted  in  the  Journal 
of  June  2,  page  311. 

(2)  The  letter  of  the  committee  of  Machias  contains  the  relation  of  a  bold  exploit.  It  was  dated 
June  H,  1775. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Conirrcss  of  the  Massachusetti  Batj.^' 
**  GENTLEMEN  :—Wc,  the  faithful  and  distressed  inhabitants  of  Machias,  beg  leave,  once 
more,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  to  approach  your  presence,  and  spread  before  you  a  just  and 
full  representation  of  our  very  critical  situation." 

"  On  the  2d  instant,  Capt.  Ichabod  Jones  arrived  in  this  river  with  two  sloops,  accompanied  with 
one  of  the  king's  tenders.  On  the  third  instant,  a  paper  was  hand»;d  al>out  for  the  pMopio  lo  •i^'n,  a* 
a  prerequisite  to  their  obtaining  any  provisions,  of  whicli  we  were  in  srcat  want.  Tlw  co'.u  nti  of 
this  paper,  required  the  signers  to  indulge  Capt.  Jones  in  carrying  lumber. to  Boston,  aiid  t»  prulect 
him  and  his  property,  at  all  events :  but,  unhappily  for  him,  if  not  for  us,  it  soon  expif«'d,  afit't  pro- 
ducing effects  directly  contrary  in  their  nature  to  those  intended.  The  neit  effort,  in  or.l.  r  to  carry 
those  favorite  points,  was  to  call  a  meeting,  which  was  accordingly  done.  On  the  Gtli,  tlw  pt  opb 
generally  assembled  at  the  place  appointed,  and  seemed  so  averse  to  the  measures  j»rojv>sfd,  that 
Capt.  Jones  privately  went  to  the  tender,  and  caused  her  to  move  up  so  near  the  town  that  her  guns 
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Mr.  Holmes  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Col.  Sawyer,  on  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  making  the  notes  of  this  col- 
ony, a  currency  and  tender  for  payment  in  all  cases. 

M-ould  reach  the  houses,  nnd  put  springs  upon  Ler  cables.    The  people,  however,  not  knowing  what 
vas  done,  and  considering  themselves  nearly  as  prisoners  of  war,  in  tlie  hands  of  the  common  ene- 
my, which  is  our  only  plea  for  suffering  Capt.  Jones  to  carry  any  lumber  to  Boston,  since  your  lion- 
ors  conceived  it  improper,  passed  a  vote,  that  Capt.  Jones  might  proceed  in  his  business  as  usual 
without  molestation,  that  they  would  purchase  the  provision  he  brought  into  the  place,  and  pay  him 
according  to  contract.    After  obtaining  this  vote,  Capt.  Jones  immediately  ordered  his  vessels  to 
the  wharf,  and  distributed  his  provisions  among  those  only,  who  voted  in  favor  of  his  carrying  lum- 
ber to  Boston.    This  gave  such  offence  to  the  aggrieved  party,  that  they  determined  to  take  Capt. 
Jones,  if. possible,  and  put  a  final  stop  to  his  supplying  the  king's  troops  with  any  thing.  Accord- 
ingly, they  secretly  invited  the  people  of  Mispecka  nnd  Pleasant  river  to  join  them  ;  accordingly,  a 
number  of  them  came,  and,  having  joined  our  people,  in  the  woods  near  the  settlement,  on  the 
11th,  they  all  agreed  to  take  Capt.  Jones  and  Stephen  Jones,  Esq.,  in  the  place  of  worship,  which 
they  attempted,  but  Capt.  Jones  made  his  escape  into  the  woods,  and  does  not  yet  appear ;  Stephen 
Jones,  Esq.,  only  was  taken,  and  remains,  as  yet,  under  guard.    The  captain  and  lieutenant  of  the 
tender,  were  also  in  the  meeting-house,  and  fled  to  their  vessel,  hoisted  their  flag,  and  sent  a  message 
on  shore  to  this  effect ;  "  that  he  had  express  orders  to  protect  Capt.  Jones  ;  that  he  was  determined 
to  do  his  duty  whilst  he  had  life  ;  and  that,  if  tlie  people  presumed  to  stop  Capt.  Jones's  vessels,  he 
would  burn  the  town."    Upon  this,  a  party  of  our  men  went  directly  to  stripping  the  sloop  that  lay 
at  the  wharf,  and  another  party  went  off  to  take  possession  of  the  other  sloop,  which  lay  below, 
and  brought  hor  up  nigh  a  wliarf,  and  anchored  her  in  the  stream.    The  tender  did  not  fire,  but 
weighed  her  anchors  as  privately  as  possible,  and,  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  fell  down  and  came 
to,  within  musket  shot  of  the  sloop,  wliich  obliged  our  people  to  slip  their  cable,  and  run  the  sloop 
aground.    In  the  mean  time,  a  considerable  number  of  our  people  went  down  in  boats  and  canoes, 
lined  the  shore  directly  opposite  to  the  tender,  and,  having  demanded  her  to  surrender  to  America, 
received  for  answer, "  fire  and  be  damned  j"  they  immediately  fired  in  upou  lier,  which  she  returned, 
and  a  smart  engagement  ensued.    The  tender,  at  last,  slipped  her  cal)le,  and  fell  down  to  a  small 
■loop,  commanded  by  Capt.  Toby,  and  laslied  herself  to  her  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.    In  the 
morning  of  the  12ih,  they  took  Capt.  Toby  out  of  his  vessel,  for  a  pilot,  and  made  all  the  sail  they 
could  to  got  otf,  OS  the  wind  and  tide  favored  ;  but,  having  carried  away  her  main  boom,  and  meet- 
ing with  a  sloop  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  they  came  to,  robbed  tlie  sloop  of  her  boom  and  gaff,  took 
almost  ail  htr  provision,  together  with  .Mr.  Kobe rt  Avery  of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  and  proceed- 
ed on  her  voyage.    Our  people,  seeing  her  go  off  in  the  morning,  determined  to  follow  her.  About 
forty  men,  arn.ed  with  guns,  swords,  a.xes,  and  pitch  forks,  went  in  Capt.  Jones's  sloop,  under  the 
commund  of  Capt.  Jeremiah  O'Brian  :  about  twenty,  armed  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
commniid  of  Cuj't.  Boiijrunin  Fo-;ter,  went  in  a  small  schooner.    During  the  chase,  our  people  built 
tlieni  breastworks  of  pine  boards,  and  any  thing  they  could  find  in  the  vessels,  that  would  screen 
them  from  the  enemy's  fire.    The  tender,  upon  the  first  appearance  of  our  people,  cut  her  boats 
from  the  »tern,  and  made  all  the  sail  she  could  ;  but,  being  a  very  dull  sailor,  they  soon  came  up 
with  her,  nnd  a  most  obstinate  engagement  ensued,  both  sides  being  determined  to  conquer  or  die: 
but  the  lender  was  obliged  to  yield  ;  her  captain  was  wounded  in  the  breast  with  two  balls,  of  whith 
wounds  he  died  next  morning  3  poor  Mr.  Avery  was  killed,  and  one  of  the  marines,  and  five  wound- 
ed.   Only  one  of  our  men  was  killed,  and  six  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  is  since  dead  of  his 
wouad<,   The  battle  was  fought  at  the  entrance  of  our  harbor,  and  lasted  for  near  the  space  of  one 
hour.    We  hnve  in  our  possession,  four  double  fortified  three  pounders,  and  fourteen  swivels,  and  a 
number  of  small  anus,  which  we  took  witli  the  tender,  besides  a  very  small  quantity  of  ammunition, 
&C.    Thus  we  have  given  your  honors  as  particular  an  account  of  this  affair  as  possible.    We  now 
apply  to  you  for  advice,  and  for  a  supply  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  the  latter  of  which  we  have 
petitioned  your  honora  for  already,  which,  if  we  could  be  fully  supplied  with,  we  doubt  not  but,  with 
the  blessing  of  heaven,  we  should  be  prepared  to  defend  ourselves.    We  purpose  to  convey  the  pris- 
oner! to  Pownalborough  jail,  as  soon  as  possible,  there  to  await  your  orders." 

"We  are,  with  deference,  your  honors'  most  obedient,  humble  servants." 

"  By  order  of  tho  committee,  JAMES  LYON,  Chaimuat. 

GEORGE  STILLMAN,  CZerit." 

'^MaeMoi,  June  14^  1775.*' 
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Mr.  Davis  was  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Capt.  Stone,  on  the  com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  from  Edward  Parry. 
Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  26,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Edward  Parry,  and  the  report  of  Col.  Thompson  relative  to  his 
conduct  at  Kennebec,  be  directed  to  consider  his  the  said  Thompson's 
conduct  at  Falmouth,  with  respect  to  Capt.  Mowat  and  Capt.  Coulson, 
and  his  laying  Mr.  Bernard  under  bonds. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  out  commissions, 
be  directed  to  draw  a  fair  list  of  all  those  officers  in  the  array,  who 
have  been  commissioned,  which  list  shall  be  attested  by  the  secretary, 
and  transmitted  to  General  Ward. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety,  proposing  that  the  Conirress 
should  appoint  two  persons  to  superintend  the  supply  of  the  army,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  the  committee  who  have  under  consideration 
the  regulation  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Nye  and  Mr.  Fisher,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  towns'  stocks  of  ammunition,  in 
the  counties  of  Worcester  and  Hampshire,  and  that  said  committee 
sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the  train,  be 
forthwith  signed  by  the  secretary,  except  John  Wiley's,  Samuel  Grid- 
ley's  and  John  Callender's,  and  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

Ordered,  That  no  handles  be  made  to  spears,  or  other  weapons  of 
war,  or  any  tools  for  the  u§e  of  the  army,  of  chesnut,  or  any  other 
brittle  wood. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
of  a  report  which  has  prevailed,  that  there  has  been  treachery  in  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  army,  be  directed  to  proceed  in  their  inquiries. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Porter,  Col.  Gerrish  and  Capt.  Thatcher,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report,  to  whom  the  arms  obtained  by  a 
committee  of  Congress,  shall  be  delivered,  and,  when  distributed,  how 
the  persons  receiving  them  shall  be  made  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  who  has  in  possession  any  of  the  pre- 
cepts lately  issued  by  this  Congress  for  calling  a  general  assembly,  be 
desired  to  dele  the  word  icarn,''  and  in  its  stead  insert  the  word 
"  cause,''  and  that  Mr.  Edes  be  desired,  in  his  next  paper,  to  give  no- 
tice of  the  mistake  made  by  printing  the  said  word  "  warn*'  instead  of 
the  word  "  cause.'* 
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Resolved,  That  Major  Fuller  be  desired,  immediately,  to  go  home, 
to  get  the  returns  of  the  towns'  stocks  of  ammunition. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  steps  are 
proper  to  be  taken  for  the  reception  of  General  Washington,  was  again 
considered,  amended,  and' accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Benjamin  Church  and  Mr.  Moses  Gill,^  be  a 
committee  to  repair  to  Springfield,  there  to  receive  Generals  Washing- 
ton and  Lee,  with  every  mark  of  respect  due  to  their  exalted  characters 
and  stations  ;  to  provide  proper  escorts  for  them,  from  thence,  to  the 
army  before  Boston,  and  the  house  provided  for  their  reception  at 
Cambridge  ;  and  to  make  suitable  provision  for  them,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz. :  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  this  colony  from  Spring- 
field to  Brookfield  ;  and  by  another  company  raised  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, from  there  to  Worcester  ;  and  by  another  company,  there  pro- 
vided, from  thence  to  Marlborough  ;  and  from  thence,  by  the  troop  of 
horse  in  that  place,  to  the  army  aforesaid  :  And  [to  make  suitable 
provision  for]  their  company  at  the  several  stages  on  the  road,  and  to 
receive  the  bills  of  expenses  at  the  several  inns,  where  it  may  be  con- 
venient for  them  to  stop  for  refreshment,  to  examine  them,  and  make 
report  of  the  several  sums  expended  at  each  of  them,  for  that  purpose, 
that  orders  may  be  taken  by  the  Congress  for  the  payment  of  them  : 
and  all  innkeepers  are  hereby  directed  to  make  provision  agreeably  to 
the  requests  made  by  the  said  committee  :  and  that  General  Ward  be 
notified  of  the  appointment  of  General  Washington,  as  commander  in 
chief  of  the  American  forces,  and  of  the  expectation  we  have,  of  his 
speedy  arrival  with  Major  General  Lee,  that  he,  with  the  generals  of 
the  forces  of  the  other  colonies,  may  give  such  orders  for  their  honora- 
!>le  reception,  as  may  accord  with  the  rules  and  circumstances  of  the 
army,  and  the  respect  due  to  their  rank,  without,  however,  any  expense 
of  powder,  and  without  taking  the  troops  off  from  the  necessary  atten- 
tion to  their  duty,  at  this  crisis  of  our  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  be  assigned  fof  the 
purpose  of  choosing  three  persons  as  a  committee  to  repair  to  Spring- 
field, to  receive  Generals  Washington  and  Lee,  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
going resolution. 

Resolvfd,  That  the  president's  house  in  Cambridge,  e.xcepting  one 
room  reserved  by  the  president  for  his  own  use,  be  taken,  cleared,  pre- 
pared, and  furnished,  for  the  reception  of  General  Washington  and 


(I)  In  making  up  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  elected 
to  receive  the  generals  of  the  army  at  Sprinrfeld  were  inserted  in  the  report  of  the  conmiitlee,  al- 
though they  were  not  elected  to  discharge  that  duty  until  utter  the  report  had  been  accepted. 
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General  Lee,  and  that  a  committee  be  cliosen  immediately  to  carry 
the  same  into  execution. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  preparations  are  proper 
to  be  made  for  the  reception  of  General  Washington,  reported  the 
['foregoing]  resolve,  which  was  accepted,  and  Capt.  Partridi^e,  Capt. 
Thatcher,  and  Mr.  Philips,  Major  Goodwin,  and  Mr.  Caldwell,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Crane  was  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hall,  on  the  commit- 
tee chosen  to  consider  Mr.  Revere's  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  to  the 
several  governments  in  New  England  for  a  reenforcement  of  men, 
omit  preparing  one  for  the  colony  of  New  Hampsliire. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt.  Goodman,  and  Mr.  Piiilips,  be 
a  conmiittee,  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  tlic  purpose  of  preventini:  all  im- 
position on  the  committee  who  have  been  heretofore  directed  to  exam- 
ine those  persons  who  may  be  suspected  as  inimical  to  their  coimtrv, 
by  any  person  whatever. 

The  committee  to  consider  the  letter  from  Machias  reported  :  the 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resoired,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be,  and  they  are  Ijereby 
given  to  Capt.  Jeremiah  Obrian,  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Foster,  and  the 
other  brave  men  under  their  command,  for  their  courage  and  good 
conduct  in  taking  one  of  the  tenders  belonging  to  our  enemies,  and 
two  sloops  belonging  to  Ichabod  Jones,  and  for  preventing  the  minis- 
terial troops  being  supplied  with  lumber  ;  and  that  the  said  tender, 
sloops,  their  appurtenances  and  cargoes,  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  Captains  Obrian  and  Foster,  and  the  men  under  their  command, 
for  them  to  use  and  improve,  as  they  shall  think  most  for  their  and  the 
public  advantage,  until  the  further  order  of  this,  or  some  future  Con- 
gress, or  house  of  representatives :  and  that  the  committee  of  safety  for 
the  western  parish  in  Pownalborough,  be  ordered  to  convey  the  prison- 
ers taken  by  the  said  Obrian  and  Foster,  from  Pownalborough  jail  to 
llie  committee  of  safety  or  correspondence,  for  the  town  of  Brunswick  ; 
and  the  conunittee  for  Brunswick,  to  convey  them  to  some  committee 
in  the  county  of  York,  and  so  to  be  conveyed  from  county  to  county, 
till  they  arrive  at  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  Ezra  Badlam,  captain 
of  the  train  of  artillery,  in  the  room  of  John  Wiley ;  John  Sibley, 
lieutenant;  Samuel  Dagget,  second  lieutenant;  and  John  Blanchard, 

a  [following.] 
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second  lieutenant ;  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
of  safety. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Porter,  Mr.  Fisher,  and  Capt.  Goodridge,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  General  Ward,  this  day  received. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Doct.  Whiting,  and  Major  Brooks,  be 
a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  three  gentlemen 
to  go  to  Springfield  to  meet  Generals  Washington  and  Lee. 

The  committee  having  attended  that  service,  reported,  that  Doct. 
Church,  Mr.  Gill,  and  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  were  chosen. 

The  Hon.  IMajor  Hawley  moved,  that  he  might  be  excused  from  that 
service,  and,  having  offered  his  reasons,  the  question  was  put,  and  he 
was  excused  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  for  choosing  three  persons  to  go  to  Spring- 
field to  meet  Generals  Washington  and  Lee,  be  reconsidered,  so  far  as 
that  only  two  persons  should  be  appointed  to  repair  thither  on  that 
service. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Mc  Kinster,  and  Capt.  Porter,  who  have  each 
of  them  raised  a  company  at  New  York  and  Connecticut,  be  permit- 
ted to  join  Col.  Patterson's  regiment,  provided  their  companies  are 
complete  and  equipt :  and  that  Major  Goodwin  bring  in  a  resolve  for 
this  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  General  Whitcomb's  commission  be  dated  the  21st 
day  of  June. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  desired  to  administer  to  General 
Whitcomb  the  oath  appointed  to  be  administered  to  the  general  ofTi- 
cers  of  the  army. 

The  president  delivered  to  General  Whitcomb  a  commission,  as  a 
major  general  of  the  Massachusetts  army. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of 
Plymouth  was  read,i  whereupon.  Resolved,  that  the  prayer  thereof 

(1)  The  committee  of  Plymouth  earnestly  remonstrated  against  the  removal  of  the  detachments 
of  troops  stationed  along  the  coast  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants.    The  petition  foLows  : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Provincial  Covg-ress,  now  sitting  at  fVatertoicn: 

The  petition  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of  Plymouth  humbly  sheweth, 
that  your  petitioners  haw  this  day  received  intelligence  that  a  vote  passed  your  house  the 
instant,  detetiniiiing  to  remove  to  head  quarters,  that  part  of  Col.  Cotton's  regin\ent,  which  has 
been,  by  order  of  your  most  respectable  body,  stationed  in  this  place,  for  the  security  and  protec- 
tion of  the  lives  and  property  of  this  grealiy  exposed  and  much  tlireatened  town  ;  we,  your  petition- 
ers, have  lately  received  undoubted  intelli^'ence  by  one  of  our  townsmen,  who  has  been  taken  by  a 
tender,  and  carried  into  Cotton,  that  Admiral  Graves  made  particular  inquiry  into  the  circumstan- 
ces of  this  town,  and  siiid  that  we  were  a  rebellious  people,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  our  build- 
ing a  fort  in  opposition  to  the  king's  troops,  it  should  not  be  long  before  ho  would  blow  the  town 
about  our  cars.   Your  petitioners  are  very  sensible,  that,  should  tho  troops  be  called  away  from 
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be  granted,  and  that  General  Ward  be  directed  to  countermand  bis 
orders  for  drawing  off  the  forces  stationed  at  Plynioutli. 

On  a  motion  made,  Voted,  that  this  last  resolve  be  reconsidered,  and 
Ordered  that  the  petition  from  Plymouth  be  connnitted  to  Capt.  Par- 
ker, Col.  Lincoln,  Col.  Davis,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Mr.  Webster.. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  officers  of  Col.  Lit- 
tle's regiment,  agreeably  to  a  list  recommended  by  the  conimitlee  of 
safety. 

A  list  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Capt.  Samuel  Sj)rairue's  compa- 
ny, was  presented  to  the  Congress :  whereupon.  Ordered,  that  com- 
missions be  delivered  to  the  said  officers,  viz  :  Safnuel  Spraguc,  cajv 
tain;  Joseph  Cheever,  lieutenant;  William  Oliver,  [ensign]  ;  luid  that 
the  company  be  joined  to  Col.  Gerrish's  regiment. 

Mr.  Goodwin,  agreeably  to  order,  reported  the  following  result e, 
which  was  accepted,  viz:  Whereas,  Capt.  Mackinster  of  Sj^-ncrr,  niul 
Capt.  Porter  of  Becket,  have  enlisted,  each,  a  company  of  iiu-n,  on  iho 
establishment  of  this  colony,  and  not  joined  as  yet  to  any  rrmuH-ut, 
Z?f5tf/t'ff/,  that  the  said  companies  be  joined  to  Col.  John  l'aU<>r^on'»* 
regiment,  now  stationed  at  Cambridge,  immediately;  providcil  ^.l^d 
companies  are  full,  or  near  full,  and  that  each  man  is  equipt  u  jtii  a 
good  and  sufficient  firelock,  and  [that  they]  join  their  regiment  as  ^<(Kjn 
as  may  be. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  Capt.  Reuben  Dow, 
and  Lieut.  John  Goss,  as  officers,  agreeably  to  the  respective  titles 
affixed  to  their  names  in  Col.  Prescott's  regiment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to  whom  the  arms 
procured  by  a  committee  of  this  Congress  should  be  delivered,  skc, 
reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  read  and  accepted,  viz  : 

this  station,  the  town  of  Plymouth,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  villages,  will  lie  open  to  the  rarasos  of 
our  enemies,  and  that  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for  them  to  plunder  and  destroy  us.  1'he  ^*ot 
of  this  town  are  already  mnr:h  distressed,  by  reason  of  the  stop  put  to  the  fishery,  and  can  •carcply 
•ubiist  upon  what  they  get  out  of  the  clam  banks,  and  by  fishing  in  boats,  and  should  tht-y  b« 
driven  from  thiir  huts  into  the  barren  country  tliat  surrounds  us,  they  must,  ((«<r  aujjiit  we  •<■<•,) 
pcriRh  with  hunger,  and  for  want  of  habitations,  there  not  being  h<»uses  within  t^'^«'nty  niih-t  tuf- 
ficient  to  receive  them.  Tbese  poor  people  consi-<t  principally  of  women  and  rb<l''»'t'n,  their  hut- 
bands  and  parents  having  enlisted  themselves  into  the  service  of  the  colony.  Your  pctitiunf/*  »Te 
very  fur  from  desiring  to  create  any  uimecessary  expense  to  the  colony,  but,  nl  ^be  »aiiin  Xi:uf, 
think  it  necessary  that  said  troops  remain  with  us,  and  are  of  opinion,  that,  shou»»l  'h«-y  tw  ••in- 
drawn, the  town  will  be  immediately  evacuated,  and,  for  the  above  reasons,  youi  |'<-t<5'«^'«'  »» 
duty  bound,  &;c.    For  and  by  order  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  Iho  to»">      IM  »  <tri.uiii. 

ANDREW  CKOSWEl  1  .  ^"^^^^ 
GAMALIEL  BRADFOKl'.  J*-. 
JOHN  GRAY,  by  order  '' 
"The  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of  Duibury  and  Kingston  which  l"-"  i'Jymovitii 
Bay,  join  in  the  general  prayer  of  the  above  petition." 
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Whereas,  this  Congress  has  ordered  a  number  of  fire  arms  to  be  fur- 
nished from  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  army,  to  supply  those  who  are  destitute  of  arms ;  but  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  delivering  them  out,  and  taking  proper  receipts  for 
the  same,  therefore,  I\f.<olued,  that  all  the  small  arms  that  are,  or  may 
be  procured  by  the  above  order,  be  delivered  to  Major  Nathaniel  Bar- 
ber, military  storekeeper  at  Cambridge  ;  he  to  give  his  receipt  for  the 
same,  to  the  person  from  whom  he  receives  them;  that  the  same  be 
delivered  out  to  such  oflkers  as  shall  produce  orders  therefor  from  the 
Hon.  General  Ward,  they  giving  receipts  for  the  same  to  the  said  Ma- 
jor Barber,  to  be  returned  in  good  order,  unless  lost  in  the  service  of 
the  colony.  And  every  soldier  who  shall  receive  any  such  fire  arms, 
shall  give  his  receipt  for  the  same  to  the  officer  from  whom  he  shall 
receive  it,  to  be  returned  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  not 
be  returned,  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  or  sooner,  the  value  of  the 
said  fire  arm  shall  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  of  the  person  receiv- 
ing the  same;  and  also  that  the  sum  of  six  shillings  shall  be  deducted 
out  of  the  wages  of  each  soldier,  who  shall  receive  such  fire  arm,  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  in  case  he  return  it  again  in  good  order. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Edward  Parry,  &c.,  reported. 
The  report  was  read,  amended,  and  [^accepted].^ 

The  committee  on  the  petition  from  Plymouth  reported :  the  report 
was  read  but  not  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Col.  Gerrish,  Capt.  Bragdon,  Col.  Thomp- 
son, Col.  Freeman,  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what 
measures  are  proper  to  be  taken  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
sea  coasts. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  last  chosen,  consider  several  petitions 
which  were  committed  to  the  committee  sometime  since  appointed  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  sea  coasts,  and  that  said  committee  first  consi- 
der tlie  c:ise  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  as  represented  in  the  petition 
from  that  town. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  conduct  of  Col.  Thomp- 
son, at  Fidmouth,  with  respect  to  Capt.  Mowat,  reported.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  subside.    [It  was  as  follows  :] 

[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Thompson  at  Falmouth  with  respect  to  Capt.  IMowatt,  6cc.,  and  his 
laying  Mr.  Bernard  under  bonds,  are  of  opinion,  that  said  Thompson's 

a  [accepted  and  is  as  follows.] 

(1)  The  report  referred  to  in  the  text  is  neither  entered  on  the  journal,  nor  preserved  on  the 
files  of  Congress. 
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conduct  was  friendly  to  his  country,  and  the  cause  of  liberty:  and  that, 
said  Barnard's  conduct  appears  to  have  been  inimical  to  both.] 
Adjourned  to  Tuesday  morning  8  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  527,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  was  read,  whereupon  Order- 
ed, that  Doct.  Whiting,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  same  and  prepare  an  answer  thereto.^ 

Resolved,  That  four  persons  be  added  to  the  coinniittee  of  supplies, 
and  that  11  o'clock  this  forenoon,  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  tliem. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  consider  General  Ward's 
letter,  reported  a  resolve,^  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  hand  bills,  and  dispersed  throughout  the  colony,  and  there- 
upon Ordered,  that  Capt.  Goodridge,  Mr.  Partridge,  and  Mr.  Caldwell, 
be  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

A  letter  from  Isaac  Stone  relative  to  Francis  More,  a  baker,  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  committee  of  supplies.-* 

Ordered,  that  the  resolve  just  now  past,  in  consequence  of  General 
Ward's  letter  be  reconsidered,  and  that  it  be  recommitted,  together 
with  the  resolve  passed  relative  to  absconding  soldiers,  to  Mr  Part- 
ridge, Mr.  Hopkins  and  Capt.  Goodrich. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thatcher  be  appointed  to  apply  to  the  brother 

(1)  The  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  follows  : 

"  ALBANY,  Committee  Chamber,  SJ3d  Jcne,  1773. 

«  BRETHREN,— 

We  have  received  n  vague  and  uncertain  account  from  your  colony,  of  an  engagement,  which 
your  troops  have  had  with  the  enemies  of  our  country,  at  or  near  Charlestown.  As  we  feci  our- 
selves deeply  interested  in  every  event  affecting  the  general  weal  of  America,  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure,  that,  though  with  the  loss  of  many  brave  men,  you  have  been  able,  if  our  information  bo 
true,  to  drive,  with  considerable  loss,  the  tools  of  tyranny  and  oppression  bacli  to  ilioir  asylum. 
Strongly  impressed  with  the  warmest  disposition  to  cultivate  harmony  with  you,  and,  if  neces- 
*ary,  to  afford  you  all  the  assistance  in  our  power,  we  have,  therefore,  sent  you  this  by  Mr. 
Price,  in  order  to  receive  from  you  a  circumstantial  detail  of  tlie  late  engagement  and  its  conae- 
quencfs.  .Moy  that  God,  wlio  has  so  often  signally  espoused  our  cause  in  the  arduous  struggle  for 
liberty  and  liumanity,  still  continue  to  you  liis  gracious  guidance  and  protection." 

*'  We  expect  dully  an  attack  upon  Ticonderoga  from  Canada." 

"  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  must  be  done  with  tlie  donations  collected  in  this  city  for  the 
poor  of  Boston,  and  beg  to  be  informed  by  you,  as  the  chief  of  the  contributions  are  in  grain,  whe- 
ther we  shall  dispose  of  it  here,  and  convert  it  into  cash,  or  otherwise  wait  your  directions.  W© 
are,  brethren,  your  very  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  committee,  SAMl'EL  STRINGER,  ChainMn.^* 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  Massafhusetts  Bay,  if  sittinff ; 

orthencise  to  the  Cominittee  of  War  at  Cambrid<re  or  elsetckere. 

(2)  The  resolve  relating  to  absconding  soldiers  is  insetted  in  the  Journal  of  June  2S  followmj. 

(3)  The  letter  of  Isaac  Stone  charges  one  of  the  bakers  of  the  army  with  tuing  the  floor  furniah- 
ed  fiom  the  stores  of  the  province  for  the  supply  of  bis  own  customer*. 
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of  our  late  president  for  such  papers  belonging  to  this  Congress,  as  he 
may  have  in  his  possession. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Col.  Coffin,  and  Capt.  Webster,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  General  Thonus  respecting  a  pe- 
tition for  liberty  to  permit  provisions  to  be  carried  to  those  who  were 
taken  prisoners  by  Gage's  troops,  on  the  17th  instant,  now  in  Boston. 

A  number  of  letters  were  presented  to  the  Congress  by  Mr.  Palfrey, 
lately  arrived  from  England,  some  of  which  were  read,  and  then  the 
whole  were  committed  to  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Partridge  and  Capt. 
Brown. 1 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bigelow  be  appointed  to  go  to  Cambridge,  to 
inquire  if  there  are  any  blank  commissions  at  the  committee  of  safety's 
room. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Webster,  ]\Ir.  Partridge,  and  Capt.  Goodman, 
be  a  committee  to  receive  and  sort  the  votes  for  four  gentlemen  to  be 
added  to  the  committee  of  supplies. 

The  committee  having  attended  that  service,  reported,  that  Col. 
James  Prescott,  Col.  Elisha  Porter,  Major  Brooks,  and  Capt.  Vose, 
were  chosen. 

Major  Brooks,  having  requested  that  he  might  be  excused,  was  ex- 
cused, and  Col.  Barrett  was  chosen  in  his  room. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  make  out  a  proper  certificate  of  the 
choice  of  the  abovenamed  four  gentlemen  on  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies. 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Mr.  Paul  Revere  reported :  the 
report  was  reconnnitted. 

A  letter  from  General  Ward  was  read,  nominating  Col.  William 
Henshaw,  to  be  an  adjutant  general  in  the  Massachusetts  army,  where- 
upon, Ordered,  that  a  commission  be  made  out  for  him  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Col. 
Porter,  be  a  committee,  to  prepare  letters  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
requesting  their  aid  in  furnishing  us  with  gunpowder :  and  also  to 
prepare  another  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  requesting  him  to  take 
some  steps  for  collecting  powder  from  the  several  towns  in  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  to  be  sent  to  head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  as  this  colo- 
ny is  now  doing. 

A  letter  from  General  Thomas  was  read,  nominating  Mr.  Samuel 
Brewer,  to  be  an  adjutant  general  in  the  Massachusetts  army  :  where- 
upon Ordered,  that  a  commission  be  made  out  for  him  accordingly. 


(1)  The  letters  from  Eni,'Iaiiil,  so  far  as  the  contents  of  all  can  bo  inferred  from  the  few  preserved, 
gave  information  of  the  embarkation  of  regiments  of  troops,  and  the  preparations  of  the  administra- 
tion to  reduce  the  colonies  to  8ul)iection. 
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HesoJvcd,  That  Mr.  Ezekiel  Chever  be  nppointed  store  keeper  of 
the  ordnance  in  the  room  of  Major  Barber,  who  has  declined  accept- 
ance of  that  trust,  and  that  5  o'clock  P.  M.  be  assigned  for  consider- 
ing the  expediency  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  the  store  keeper  of  the 
ordnance. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Holmes,  Capt.  Brown,  and  Capt.  Batchclder 
be  a  committee  to  examine  Ensign  Robert  Campbell,  lately  arrived 
from  England,  and  now  a  prisoner  in  this  town,  and  to  report  what  is 
proper  to  be  done  with  him. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Farley,  Capt.  Dwight,  and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  several  towns  in  the  colony, 
who  may  be  applied  to,  to  farnish  the  army  with  powder. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Edes  be  desired  to  print  300  blank  commissions, 
in  the  form  lately  made  use  of  for  the  oflicers  of  the  army. 

A  petition  from  Jonathan  Ilicks,  and  Josiah  Jones,  prisoners  in 
Concord  jail,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. ^ 

A  letter  from  S.  L.  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.'-^ 

A  petition  from  the  committees  of  the  several  townships  of  Golds- 
borough,  Narragaugus  and  Number  Four,  was  read,  and  committed  to 
Capt.  Parker,  Col.  Smith  and  Capt.  Ellis,  who  are  directed  to  consi- 
der the  propriety  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  Machias  with  some 
three  pounders,  and  some  swivel  balls.^ 

(1)  These  gentlemen,  captured  in  a  sloop  bound  to  Nova  Scotia  and  ordered  to  be  put  in  confmc- 
ment,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  June  10,  (p^^ge  315,)  in  their  menjorial,  admit,  tliat  tliey  had  enter- 
tained opinions  at  variiince  with  those  oC  their  countrymen  :  whilo  they  refused  to  assent  to  the 
justice  of  every  ministerial  claim,  fhey  had  deemed  it  inexpedient  und  unsafe  to  bear  arms  against 
the  power  of  Great  Britain.  "  We  declare"  tljey  say  "before  God  and  man,  with  perfect  sin- 
cerity, thnt  we  do,  most  affectionately  wish  prosperity  to  our  native  land,  nnd  to  the  inhabitants 
in  general  of  these  American  colonies  ;  and  we  are  ready,  at  any  time,  and  at  all  limes,  so  flir  as 
our  abilities  extend,  to  do  any  thing  witliin  the  limits  of  justice,  th:it  appears  to  us  subservient  to 
this  in>portant  end."  Protesting  that  it  was  witJi  the  viesv  to  avoid  danger,  nnd  not  from  want  of 
rcg&id  to  the  cau!»e  of  the  country,  that  they  had  taken  up  their  residence  in  Boston,  they  earnestly 
entreat  tlmt  they  may  be  liberated  from  imprisonment,  on  giving  obligations  to  observe  a  i>atriotic 
courso  of  conduct. 

(2)  A  letter,  subscribed  with  the  initials  S.  L.,  stronirly  urges  the  expediency  of  fitting  out  armed 
vessels  without  delay.  The  writer  apprehended,  that  tlio  squadron  under  Admiral  Graves,  with 
the  small  ships  of  war  and  tenders,  might  interrupt  the  vessels  bringing  provisions  to  .Massachii- 
setla,  and  reduce  the  army  and  inhabitants  to  a  state  of  famine.  Jle  suggests  that  a  ship,  then 
ready  to  launch  at  Danvers,  of  about  300  tons  burden,  might  be  commissioned,  and  many  i.!iii>*, 
lying  idle  at  the  wharves  of  the  sea  coast,  might  be  usefully  employed  in  bringing  grain  from  the 
Bouthem  colonies,  transporting  powder,  cannon,  and  arms,  from  Spain  or  France,  and  collecting 
saltpetre  from  ports  where  that  article  could  be  purchased. 

(3)  AH  the  eastern  towns  suffered  severely  from  scarcity  of  food  and  deficiency  of  armt  and 
ammunition.  Among  the  constant  applications  for  relief  was  that  mentioned  in  the  text.  In  a 
letter  from  Col.  Enoch  Freeman  dated  at  Falmouth,  he  states :  "  A  man  from  Deer  Uland,  near 
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Ordered,  That  Capt.  Shillaber  be  directed  to  brincr  in  a  resolve  for 
the  |)nrpose  of  assuring  the  officers  and  soldiers,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  date  of  the  officers'  commissions,  the  pay  of  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers shall  commence  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  made  out  to  the  subaltern  officers 
of  Capt,  Edward  Crafts'  company  in  the  train,  agreeably  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  of  safety. 

A  letter  from  Elisha  Phelps  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.i 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Isaac  Stone  which  was  this  day  transmitted  to 
the  committee  of  supplies,  was,  by  that  committee,  returned,  and  again 
read,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  that  Major  Fuller  be  directed  to  notify 
the  commissary  general  to  attend  this  Congress  on  the  subject  thereof 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  in  what  way  the  sea  coasts 
should  be  protected,  reported,  whereupon  Ordered,  that  the  committee 
of  supplies,  and  all  committees  of  the  house  now  out,  be  directed  im- 
mediately to  give  attendance. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  hospitals  for  the 
army,  be  directed  to  provide  another  hosj)itai,  to  be  appropriated  solely 
for  such  of  the  army  as  may  be  taken  with  the  small  pox,  and  to  con- 
sider what  measures  can  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  that 
distemper,  and  that  Doct.  Rand,  and  Doct.  Foster,  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

Jl(.<olred,  That  tlie  resolve  passed  yesterday,  directing  how  the  fire 
arms  should  be  distributed,  be  reconsidered.  The  same  being  amend- 
ed, was  again  accepted  and  is  as  follows,  viz:  Whereas,  this  Congress 
lias  ordered  a  number  of  fire  arms  to  be  furnished  from  several  towns 
and  districts  in  this  colony,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  army,  to  supply 
those  who  are  destitute  of  arms,  but  no  provision  is  made  for  delivering 
them  out,  and  taking  proper  receipts  for  the  same,  therefore,  Resolved, 
that  all  the  small  arms  that  are,  or  may  be  procured  by  the  above 
or<ler,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  safety  at  Cambridge ;  they 
to  give  their  receipt  for  the  same,  to  the  person  from  whom  they  re- 
ceive thenj :  that  the  same  be  delivered  out  to  such  offi.cers,  as  shall 

Penobscot,  was  here  this  afternoon,  and  gives  a  melancholy  account  of  the  distress  the  people  are 
in,  that  way,  for  want  of  bread,  owin?  to  the  stoppage  of  trade.  He  heard  that  several  children 
had  died  of  hunger.  What  will  become  of  them,  God  only  knows.  We  are  not  able  to  help  them 
or  ourselves.  I  don't  know  what  can  be  done  for  them  or  us,  without  some  veasck  of  superior 
force  to  the  tenders  should  be  provided  to  bring  bread." 

(1)  Capt.  Plielps  was  scrit  to  Connecticut  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  aid  in  transporting  cannon 
from  Tyconderoga  to  the  camp  near  Boston.  He  stated  that  Gov,  Trumbull  declined  authorizing 
the  removal  of  the  gun«  from  the  noilhern  fortress,  without  the  direction  of  the  Continental  Con_ 
gress. 
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produce  orders  therefor,  from  the  Honorable  General  Ward,  they  giv- 
ing receipts  for  the  same,  to  the  said  committee  of  safety,  to  be  returned 
in  good  order,  unless  lost  in  the  service  of  the  colony.  And  every 
soldier  who  shall  receive  any  such  fire  arm,  shall  give  his  receipt  for 
the  same,  to  the  officer  from  whom  he  shall  receive  it,  to  be  returned 
as  aforesaid ;  and  the  officer  shall  return  the  said  receipts  to  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  ;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be  returned,  at  the 
close  of  the  campaign,  or  sooner,  the  value  of  the  said  fire  arm,  shall 
be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  of  the  person  receiving  the  same;  and 
that  the  committee  of  safety  shall  appraise  all  such  arms,  as  have  not 
already  been  appraised,  and  take  an  account  of  the  whole. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  William  Henshaw,  an  adjutant  general,  take  the 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts army,  and  that  a  commission  as  adjutant  general  be  delivered 
to  him. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  Ensign  Robert  Can^pi)ell, 
reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted.  The  connniitce 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  a  prisoner,  bound  to 
Boston  to  join  the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  have  ex- 
amined said  prisoner,  and  his  account  of  himself  is,  that  his  name  is 
Robert  Campbell,  about  seventeen  years  old,  son  of  Lieut.  Col.  Al- 
exander Campbell,  who  is  now  lieutenant  governor  of  Fort  George,  in 
Inverness,  and  is  of  one  of  the  first  families  in  Scotland.  Said  Robert 
Campbell  further  says,  he  was  born  in  the  army,  and  now  has  a  recom- 
mendation for  an  ensign's  commission  in  the  35th  recriment. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Campbell  be  sent  immediately  to  the  care 
of  the  selectmen  of  Concord,  to  be  by  them  put  under  keepers,  or  into 
prison,  and  provided  for,  as  their  prudence  shall  direct,  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  this  Congress,  or  some  future  house  of  representatives, 
and  that  he  be  delivered  to  Col.  Barrett,  to  be  conveyed  to  said  select- 
men of  Concord. 

An  accoimt  of  Simeon  Fish,  and  John  Toby,  of  the  expenses  of 
bringing  Ensign  Robert  Campbell  from  Falmouth  to  this  Congress, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  the  committee,  who  were  appointed  to 
examine  said  Campbell. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  several 
towns  stocks  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Worcester,  re])or(ed  a 
schedule,  containing  an  account  of  the  stocks  of  several  towns  in  said 
counties,  which  was  committed  to  Mr.  Singletary,  Mr.  Nye,  and  Mr 
Cut,  who  were  directed  to  consider  what  quantity  should  be  drawn 
from  each  town,  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
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The  comnnittee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  of  General  Thomas, 
relative  to  the  request  of  a  number  of  our  wounded  friends,  in  captivity 
in  Boston,  reported  :  the  report  was  accepted,  and  a  copy  of  it  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  General  Thomas,  and  is  as  follows,  viz :  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  a  number  of  our  wounded  friends, 
now  in  captivity  in  Boston,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  General  Thomas 
be  requested  moderately  to  supply  said  prisoners  with  fresh  meat,  in 
case  he  can  convey  it  to  them,  and  them  only. 

The  report  of  the  committee  aj)pointed  to  consider  som^e  means  for 
protecting  the  sea  coasts,  was  again  read  and  considered,  and  after 
debate,  the  further  consideration  of  it  was  put  off  till  to-morrov/ 
morning. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning  8  o'clock.  ' 

Wednesday,  June  28,  1T75. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  letter  from 
Albany,  reported.  '  ■ 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln  bring  in  a  resolve,  making  five  of  the 
committee  of  supplies  to  be  a  quorum,  or  in  defect  of  five,  that  any 
three  may  be  a  quorum,  provided  the  chairman  be  one  of  the  three. 

[Col.  Lincoln  reported  a  resolve,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  is 
a-  follows,  viz  :] 

AVhercas,  The  public  interest  often  makes  it  necessary,  that  a  very 
considerable  number  of  the  committee  of  supplies  should  be  absent  on 
business  of  the  colony,  and  as  no  orders  can  be  paid  by  the  receiver 
general,  but  such  as  are  signed  by  the  said  conunittee,  or  the  major 
part  of  them  ;  by  reason  whereof,  the  public  service  may  be  obstructed, 
and  greatly  delayed  ;  for  prevention  of  which,  it  is  Resolved,  That 
three  of  said  committee  of  supplies,  the  chairman,  David  Cheever,  Esq. 
being  always  one  of  the  three,  shall,  when  there  are  less  than  five  present, 
be  considered  as  a  quorum ;  and  all  orders,  bargains,  and  contracts,  by 
them  made,  shall  be  held  good,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  fully  as 
tliough  the  whole  of  said  committee  were  present,  and  assenting  to 
such  orders,  bargains,  and  contracts.  And  the  receiver  general  of 
this  colony  be,  and  is  hereby  directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

The  letter  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Gentlemen ;  This  Congr^  litive  received  your  very  obliging  letter, 
by  Mr.  Price,  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  they  cheerfully  embrace  the  op- 
portunity to  forward  to  you  by  the  same  hand,  as  particular  an  account 
of  the  late  engagement  with  the  enemies  of  America,  as  we,  in  the 
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present  hurry  of  our  public  affairs,  are  able  to  do.  On  the  night  of 
the  16th  of  June  instant,  a  body  of  our  troops  took  possession  of  a 
hill  in  Charlestown,  where  they  began  some  entrenchments :  but  as 
soon  as  the  morning  light  appeared,  they  were  fired  upon  by  some  of 
the  ships  in  Boston  harbor,  and  also  from  a  battery  on  Copp's  hill, 
which  is  on  Boston  side.  Soon  after,  several  ships  and  floating  batte- 
ries drew  up,  as  near  as  possible  on  each  side  [of]  Charlestown  neck, 
in  order,  with  their  cannon,  to  annoy  our  people,  and  prevent  any 
recruits  going  from  our  main  body  to  their  relief  About  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  a  large  body  of  regular  troops,  consisting  of  several  thousands, 
commanded  by  Lord  Howe,  suddenly  crossed  Cliarles  river,  and  land- 
ed near  the  hill  on  which  our  people  were  posted.  They  immediately 
marched  up,  in  order  to  force  our  infant  entrenchments:  but  our  peo- 
ple gave  them  so  warm  a  reception,  that  they  thought  best  to  retreat; 
but  soon  renewed  their  attempts;  but  were  repulsed  the  second  lime 
with  great  slaughter ;  but,  on  their  third  attempt,  our  people,  beifig 
almost  destitute  of  ammunition,  as  the  enemies'  constant  fire  fron»  their 
ships  and  floating  batteries  had  prevented  any  supplies  from  our  main 
army,  were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  about  50  men  killed, 
and  200  wounded,  as  near  as  has  yet  been  ascertained,  and  about  JiO 
taken  prisoners,  many  of  whom  were  wounded,  and  some  are  since 
dead  of  their  wounds.  The  loss  on  the  part  of  our  enemies  is  much 
greater ;  some  persons  who  were  on  the  field  of  battle  soon  after  the 
fight,  affirm  they  saw  800  men  dead  on  the  ground,  and  that  there 
were  as  many  more  wounded  ;  the  lowest  account  we  have  had,  is, 
1000  killed  and  wounded,  among  whom  are  84  commissioned  officers. 
On  the  same  day,  the  town  of  Charlestown,  consisting  of  near  500 
houses  and  other  buildings,  was,  by  those  bloody  incendiaries,  set  on 
fire  and  consumed  to  ashes.  We  cannot,  however,  but  assure  you, 
gentlemen,  that,  notwithstanding  our  present  distressed  situation,  we 
feel  a  peculiar  satisfaction  in  finding  our  patriotic  brethren  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Albany,  so  cordially  interesting  themselves  in  our  par- 
ticular welfare,  and  so  kindly  offering  us  their  assistance,  as  well  as 
manifesting  their  zeal  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America  in  gene- 
ral. It  is  our  ardent  desire  to  cultivate  harmony  and  friendship  with 
all  our  neighboring  brethren,  and,  we  hope,  you  will  not  fail  to  con- 
tinue your  favors,  and  we  assure  you,  that  we  shall  always  take  pleas- 
ure in  conveying  to  you  any  intelligence  that  shall  afford  satisfaction. 
As  to  the  benevolent  donations  you  mention,  which  are  collected  for 
our  distressed  brethren,  as  the  transporting  the  article  you  make  men- 
tion of,  is  almost  impracticable,  [we]  think  it  had  better  be  exchanged 
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for  cash,  or  some  necessary  specie,  which  may  be  more  easily  trans- 
ported. We  are  sorry  to  hear  there  is  any  prospect  of  an  attack  upon 
Ticonderoga,  (S^c,  but,  we  trust,  those  important  fortresses  are  suffi- 
ciently garrisoned,  and  doubt  not,  but  our  brave  countrymen  stationed 
there,  will  be  able  to  repulse  any  force  which  can  be  sent  against  thera 
from  Canada.  Fmally,  brethren,  we  ardently  wish,  that  the  great  Su- 
preme Being,  who  governs  all  things,  may  so  direct  all  our  military 
operations,  that  they  may  speedily  issue  in  the  full  restoration  and 
peaceable  possession  of  the  natural  and  constitutional  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  every  American.  „    .y- , 

P.  S.  Some  make  the  number  of  our  killed  and  missing  to  be  near 
a  hundred. 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Messrs.  Fish  and  Toby,  reported : 
the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Resolvedy  that  Sim- 
eon Fish  and  John  Toby  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury of  this  colony,  six  pounds,  seven  shillings,  for  their  time  and  ex- 
penses in  bringing  Robert  Campbell,  a  prisoner,  from  Falmouth  to 
this  Congress,  and  also  for  their  time  and  expenses  back  to  Falmouth 
again ;  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  said  sum 
of  six  pounds,  seven  shillings,  to  the  said  Fish  and  Toby,  in  full  dis- 
charge of  their  expenses  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  resolves  of  this 
Congress  relative  to  absconding  soldiers,  reported  :  the  report  was  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  Pigeon  was  introduced  on  the  subject  of  Capt.  Stone's  letter 
respecting  Mr.  More. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Fisher,  Capt.  Batchelder  and  Capt.  Stone  of 
Framingham,  be  a  committee,  to  join  with  Mr.  Pigeon  in  an  inquiry 
into"  the  conduct  of  said  More,  and  report  to  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Batchelder,  Col.  Coffin  and  Capt.  Goodman, 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  saving  provis- 
ions in  the  army. 

A  list  of  persons  recommended  as  deputy  commissaries  was  read, 
and  committed  to  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Capt.  Carpenter  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  giving  a  currency 
to  the  notes  or  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony,  reported  :  the  report  was 
recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  large  notes  issued  by 
this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  such  officers  of  CoL 
Gerrish's  regiment  as  are  not  yet  commissioned. 


1775,]  THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


411 


A  petition  of  John  Obrian  was  read,  and  committed  to  Major  Per- 
ly,  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton,  and  Mr.  CutO 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  measures 
for  defendincr  the  sea  coasts  was  acrain  taken  into  consideration, 
amended  and  accepted,  and  Col.  Freeman,  Col.  Gerrish  and  Capt. 
Carpenter,  were  appointed  to  fix  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  proportion 
to  that  of  the  soldiers  agreeably  to  said  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  respecting  absconding  soldiers,  was 
put  off  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  method  of  saving  pro- 
visions in  the  army,  reported  :  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows :  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual 
means  to  prevent  any  waste  of  provision  in  the  army,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port by  way  of  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary  general  be,  and  he  herel)y  is  direct- 
ed, to  purchase  all  the  provisions  that  any  of  th^  soldiers  may  have  to 
spare  of  their  allowance,  for  the  use  of  our  army,  and  pay  a  reason- 
able price  for  such  provision. 

Aftcruoon. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  to  station  the 
troops  in  the  county  of  Essex,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress, 
which  passed  in  the  forenoon,  viz.  : 

Li/nn — Mr.  Edward  Johnson.  Manchester — Mr.  Andrew  Wood- 
bury. Gloucester — Col.  Cofhn.  Salem — Mr.  Pickering.  Ipswich — 
Col.  Farley.  Newhuryport — Capt.  Greenleaf.  Marhlehead — Elbridge 
Gerry,  Esq.  Beverly — Capt.  Batchelder.  Ntxohury — Col.  Gerrish. 
Salisbury — Capt.  Nathaniel  Currier. 

And  the  following  gentlemen  for  the  county  of  York,  viz. : 

York — Capt.  Bragdon.  Berwick — Major  Goodwin.  Arundel — 
Beacon  Hovey.  Kiitery — Edward  Cutt,  Esq.  Wells — Col.  Saw- 
yer. Biddeford — James  Sullivan,  Esq. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  likewise  appointed,  agreeably  to  said 
resolve,  to  give  out  enlisting  orders,  viz. : 

For  the  County  of  Essex — Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  and  Col. 
Farley.  For  the  County  of  Plymouth — Hon.  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Loth- 
rop,  Capt.  Partridge.  For  the  County  of  Barnstable — Col.  Free- 
man, Col.  Otis,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.     For  the  County  of  Dukes — 

(1)  The  petitioner  represented  that  the  inhabitants  of  Machias  wore  one  thoussnd  louU,  who 
had  not  provisions,  nor  any  method  to  procure  supplies,  in  the  bad  condition  of  the  tin»*»«.  The  pro- 
vision made  for  their  support  by  Congress,  filled  them  with  gratitude :  but  the  quantity  fumi«hed 
wan  BO  small,  that  without  further  aid  they  could  not  xubsist,  and  mu»t  be  obliged  to  tSandon  their 
habitation!. 
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Mr.  Nye.  For  the  County  of  Bristol — Mr.  Durfee,  Hon.  Mr. 
Spooner,  Capt.  Holmes.  For  the  County  of  York — Col.  Sawyer, 
Edward  Cutt,  Esq.,  Capt.  Bragdon.  For  the  County  of  Cumberland 
— Hon.  Col.  Freeman,  Col.  Thompson,  Mr.  Mitchell.  For  the  County 
of  Lincoln — Mr.  D.  Sewall,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  E.  Witcher. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  Mr.  Langdon  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be 
a  committee  to  get  two  hundred  of  the  resolves  for  stationing  compa- 
nies on  the  sea  coast,  printed. 

The  resolves  being  completed,  are  as  follow,  viz. :  The  commit- 
tee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  and  report  some  way  of  de- 
fending and  supporting  the  towns  upon  the  sea  coast  in  this  colony, 
having  considered  of  the  same,  report  the  following  resolves,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  immediately  raised  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
ten  companies,  to  consist  of  fifty  men  each,  officers  included,  to  be  sta- 
tioned upon  the  sea  coast  in  that  county,  in  such  manner  and  propor- 
tion as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  one 
member  to  be  appointed  by  this  Congress  from  each  of  the  towns  of 
Lynn,  Manchester,  Gloucester,  Marblehead,  Salem,  Beverly,  Ipswich, 
Newbury,  Newburyport,  and  Salisbury,  in  said  county,  and  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  committees  of  correspondence  of  each  town  where 
they  may  be  stationed.  Also,  that  there  be  raised  in  the  counties  of 
Plymouth  and  Barnstable,  nine  companies,  each  to  consist  of  the  num- 
ber of  fifty  men,  four  of  which  companies  to  be  stationed  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Plymouth,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
first  regiment  of  the  county  of  Plymouth,  under  whose  direction  they 
shall  be  considered ;  the  other  five  companies  to  be  stationed  in  the 
county  of  Barnstable,  in  such  manner  as  the  field  officers  of  the  two 
regiments  there  shall  agree,  and  to  be  under  their  directions :  and  that 
the  county  of  Barnstable  shall  have  the  liberty  of  raising  eight  of  those 
companies;  likewise,  that  there  be  raised  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  in- 
cluding the  towns  of  Wareham  and  Rochester,  two  companies,  consist- 
ing of  fifty  men  each,  to  be  stationed,  one  company  in  Dartmouth,  and 
the  other  company  in  Wareham  and  Rochester  equally,  and  to  be  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  committees  of  correspondence  of  the  respec- 
tive towns.  Also,  that  there  be  raised  in  the  county  of  York,  four  com- 
panies, consisting  of  fifty  men  each,  to  be  stationed  in  that  county,  ac- 
cording to  the  agreement  of  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  of  the  towns  upon  the  sea  coast  in  that  county,  to  be 
chosen  for  that  purpose ;  when  stationed,  to  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  field  officers  in  that  county.  Also,  that  there  be  raised  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Cumberland,  five  companies,  consisting  of  fifty  men  each,  to  be 
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stationed  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  a  joint  committee  appointed  by 
each  town  upon  the  sea  coast,  viz. :  two  members  to  be  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Falmouth  and  Cape  Elizabeth,  one  by  Scarboroufrh,  one  by 
North  Yarmouth,  one  by  Brunswick,  and  one  by  Harpswell,  and  after 
the  division  and  station  is  ordered,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
committees  of  the  respective  towns  where  they  shall  be  stationed.  And 
also,  that  there  be  raised  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  three  companies, 
consisting  of  fifty  men  each,  to  be  stationed  by  a  committee  consistino" 
of  members  to  be  chosen,  one  by  each  town  upon  the  sea  coast  in  said 
county,  as  they  shall  agree,  and  then  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
committees  of  correspondence  of  the  respective  towns  and  plantations 
where  they  shall  be  stationed,  and  of  the  assessors  where  no  such  com- 
mittees are  appointed.  Also,  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  per- 
sons be  appointed  in  each  county,  to  give  out  enlisting  orders  in  their 
respective  counties,  where  such  men  are  to  be  raised,  and  to  muster 
them ;  and  also,  that  Col.  Phinney  be  directed  to  march  the  whole  of 
his  regiment,  who  are  equipt  with  arms,  to  the  camp  at  Cambridrre,  and 
those  who  are  not  equipt,  to  dismiss.  Likewise,  further  Resolved,  that 
the  thirty  men  ordered  to  be  raised  from  the  town  of  Falmouth,  and  sta- 
tioned on  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  be  augmented  to  fifty,  officers  includ- 
ed, and  under  the  same  wages  and  subsistence,  as  is  hereafter  provid- 
ed, and  to  remain  there  for  protection  of  the  stocks  on  those  islands ; 
and  that  each  private  soldier  of  the  several  companies  herein  mention- 
ed, shall  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  836  per  month,  and  subsistence  as 
the  other  companies  raised  for  the  colony  service,  till  the  further  order 
of  this,  or  some  future  Congress  or  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
that  the  pay  of  the  officers  be  reduced  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
pay  of  the  soldiers,  viz. :  captains'  pay,  £^  Ss. ;  1st  lieutenant,  <£3  125. ; 
2d  lieutenant,  <£3  3s. ;  sergeants,  4s. ;  corporals,  fifers,  and  drum- 
mers, £'2. 

Resolved,  That  each  soldier  who  shall  enlist,  shall  furnish  himself 
with  a  good  and  sufficient  firelock,  and  that  no  man  shall  be  mustered 
as  a  soldier  who  is  not  so  furnished,  accordingly. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  each  town  where  soldiers  shall  be  stationed  as 
above,  shall  furnish  them  with  ammunition,  out  of  their  stocks,  for 
which  they  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  colony. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Shillaber  [for  leave  to  export  fish,]  was  read, 
and  committed  to  Capt.  Batchelder,  Capt  Goodman,  and  Major  Fuller, 
of  Middleborough. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Bayley,  Major  Goodwin,  Mr.  Batchelder, 
Col.  Coffin,  and  Col.  Gerrish,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  method 
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would  be  most  expedient,  by  which  to  supply  the  soldiers  to  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast,  with  provisions. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt.  Stearns,  and  x\Ir.  Starkweather, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  several  officers  in  Col.  Pres- 
cott's,  Col.  Fry's,  and  Col.  Bridge's  legiments.^ 

The  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  absconding  soldiers,  was 
again  considered,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  [^an]  application  made  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  sitting  iii  this  town  in  May  last,  by  the  officers  of  the 
army,  that  some  effi^ctual  method  should  be  taken  for  the  speedy  return 
of  absconding  soldiers,  or  such  as  should  tarry  beyond  the  time  limited 
by  furlough,  it  was  then  Resolved,  that  it  should  be,  and  accordingly  was 
recommended  to  the  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several  towns 
and  districts  in  this  colony,  or  to  the  selectmen,  where  no  such  com- 
mittees were  appointed,  that  they  should  take  effectual  care,  that 
such  absconding  or  delinquent  soldiers  should  be  sent  back  immediate- 
ly to  their  respective  regiments ;  yet  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that 
the  above  resolution  has  not,  in  every  instance,  had  the  desired  effect; 
therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  several  com- 
mittees of  correspondence  in  each  town  and  district  in  this  colony,  or 
to  the  selectmen,  where  no  such  committees  are  appointed,  that  they 
take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  care,  that  said  resolve  be  strictly 
adhered  to  and  punctually  executed  ;  and  it  is  also  recommended  to 
the  good  people  in  the  several  towns  and  districts  aforesaid,  to  give 
their  utmost  aid  and  assistance  to  said  selectmen  or  committees  in  exe- 
cuting said  resolve,  as  the  existence  of  the  army  very  much  depends 
thereon. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  all  necessary  expenses,  which  may 
accrue  by  returning  said  absconding  or  delinquent  soldiers  to  their  re- 
spective regiments,  be  paid,  and  deducted  out  of  the  wages  of  said 
soldiers. 

Ordered,  [That  the  foregoing  resolves]  be  printed  in  the  Cambridge, 
Watertown,  and  Worcester  papers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  preparations  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  relative  to  making  paper  bills  of  credit,  reported. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  till  there  is  a  fuller  house. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln,  Major  Fuller,  of  Newton,  Mr.  Single- 
tary,  Mr.  Durfee,  and  Mr.  Dexter,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what 

a  [our] 

(1)   Thete  petitioni  related  to  the  organization  of  the  regimenta  and  the  rank  of  th«  officers. 
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method  is  best  to  be  taken  for  providing  each  of  the  soldiers  with  a 
coat. 

The  form  of  a  warrant  for  the  surgeons  was  read  and  accepted,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  A.  B.  Greeting. 
Being  informed  of  your  skill  in  surgery,  and  reposing  especial  trust 
and  confidence  in  your  ability  and  good  conduct,  we  do,  by  these  pre- 
sents, constitute  and  appoint  you  the  said  A.  B.,  to  be  surgeon  of  the 

regiment  of  foot,  whereof  is  colonel,  raised  by  the  Congress 

aforesaid,  for  the  defence  of  said  colony.  Yon  are,  therefore,  carefully 
and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  surgeon  to  the  said  regiment, 
in  all  thhigs  appertaining  thereunto,  observing  such  orders  and  instruc- 
tions as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the  colonel  of  said 
regiment,  according  to  military  rules  and  discipline  established  by  said 
Congress,  or  any  your  superior  officers,  for  which  this  shall  be  your 
sufficient  warrant. 

By  order  of  the  Congress, 

 Prcsidtnt. 

Dated  at  Watertown. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  make  out  commissions 
for  the  officers  of  the  army,  be  directed  to  make  out  warrants  for  the 
surgeons  agreeably  to  the  above  form,  as  soon  as  they  have  been  exam- 
ined and  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Fisher,  Col.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Wiswall, 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
unnecessary  [""expenditure]  of  gunpowder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr.  Obrian,  re- 
ported verbally  ;  that  the  petitioner  be  served  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port of  this  Congress  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Machias.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  making  the  notes  and  bills 
of  credit  of  this  and  the  other  colonies,  a  tender,  being  amended,  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  authenticated  and  printed  in  the  Cam- 
bridge, Watertown,  and  Worcester  papers,  and  is  as  follows  :  Whore- 
as,  a  former  Congress  of  this  colony,  ordered  their  receiver  genera]  to 
issue  notes  and  bills  upon  the  credit  of  this  colony,  for  the  payment 


a  [expense] 
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and  supply  of  their  army,  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  this  colony; 
and  wliereas,  divers  others  of  the  sister  colonies  have  issued  notes  or 
bills,  for  the  payment  of  their  respective  forces ;  and  it  is  necessary, 
that  the  notes  and  bills  of  this  and  the  sister  colonies  should  have  free 
currency  ;  therefore,  Resolved^  that  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  six  shillings  and  nine  pence  an 
ounce  for  silver,  and  the  bills  and  notes  of  this  and  all  the  other  colo- 
nies, excepting  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  six 
shillings  and  eight  pence  an  ounce  for  silver,  shall  be  taken  and  re- 
ceived, and  accounted  a  good  and  sufficient  tender  for  the  payment  of 
all  debts,  and  the  damages  that  may  arise  upon  the  non-performance  of 
any  promises,  and  also  be  received  into  the  public  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, without  any  discount  or  allowance  whatever.  And  if  any  person 
whatever,  shall  refuse  to  take  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  the  colonies 
aforementioned,  at  the  rates  before  expressed,  for  any  debt,  or  in  satis- 
faction for  the  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  the  non-performance  of 
any  promise,  or  shall  ask,  demand,  or  receive,  any  discount,  gratuity, 
or  premium,  for  receiving  any  of  the  bills  or  notes  aforementioned,  he 
or  she  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  country.  And 
the  several  committees  of  correspondence,  inspection,  and  safety  in 
their  respective  towns,  are  required  to  return  the  names  of  all  persons 
who  shall  contravene  this  resolve,  to  this  or  some  future  Congress,  or 
House  of  Representatives,  that  they  may  take  order  thereon  as  to  thera 
shall  seem  meet. 

The  resolve  relative  to  the  commencement  of  the  pay  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  was  considered,  and  recommitted,  and  Mr.  Batchelder 
and  Major  Fuller  added  to  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Webster,  Major  Perley,  and  Mr.  Mighill,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  suffer  the  in- 
habitants of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  colony,  to  purchase  and  carry  out 
of  said  colony  such  provisions  as  their  necessitous  circumstances  may 
require. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  be  empowered  and  directed  to  communicate  it 
to  the  conunittee  of  supplies,  and  then  to  forward  the  same  to  the  del- 
egates of  this  colony  at  said  Congress,  without  reporting  it  to  this  Con- 
gress, said  delegates  to  communicate  it  to  the  Continental  Congress,  if 
they  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Starkweather,  Capt.  Partridge,  and  Col.  Dexter, 
Mr.  Singletary,  and  Col.  Coffin,  be  a  committee  to  examine  into  the 
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conduct  and  books  of  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  commissary  general,  Mr. 
Pigeon  having  desired  that  a  committee  mioht  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  said  committee  consider  the  expediency  of  furnishing 
Mr.  Miller,  a  deputy  commissary,  with  a  liorse. 

Resolved,  That  tomorrow  morning,  ten  o'clock,  be  assigned  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  proposal  of  the  commissary  general,  for  an 
allowance  of  molasses  to  the  soldiers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  reported  tlie  follow- 
ing, which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  papers, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  each  commissioned  officer  in  the  colony  army  shall 
draw  pay,  according  to  the  present  establishment,  from  the  time  of  his 
first  engaging  in  the  public  service  or  receiving  beating  orders,  and 
that  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  draw  pay  from  the 
time  of  his  enlisting  in  said  service ;  also,  that  such  of  the  minute  men 
and  militia,  as  marched  into  the  field  on  the  ]9th  April,  and  soon  after, 
and  have  remained  there,  and  since  engaged  in  said  army  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  colony,  shall  be  paid  for  their  service,  agreeably  to  the 
present  establishment,  from  the  time  of  their  first  marching  into  the 
field. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Hall,  Major  Brooks,  Jlr.  Par- 
tridore,  and  Deacon  Fisher,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  written 
proposal  of  Doct.  Whiting,  relative  to  saltpetre.^ 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  tomorrow  morning. 

Thursday,  June  29,  1775. 

A  petition  from  Mr,  John  Calef-  was  read,  and  committed  to  Major 
Fuller,  Col.  Coffin,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Capt.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Mighill. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of 
recommending  to  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecticut,  to  sup- 
ply the  eastern  country  with  provisions,  reported  :  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted.* 3 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Smith,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Northfield,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  supplies."* 

a  [and  is  as  follows.] 

(1)  Doct.  Whiting  recommended,  that  information  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  sa!tp^tr» 
should  be  obtained  from  skilful  persons  in  New  York. 

(2)  This  petition  was  for  leave  to  send  a  ship  fitted  out  in  Salem,  upon  e  foreign  rorage. 

(3)  Tha  substance  of  the  resolve  is  stated  in  the  text :  the  original  has  not  been  preserved. 

(4)  The  committee  of  Northfield  informed  Congress,  that  two  small  rrnnon  h^Ionying  to  Mnsia- 
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Tlie  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  from  Narragua- 
gus  and  other  towns  at  tlie  eastward,  reported.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  subside,  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion.^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Presrdent,  Major  II  awley,  Doct.  Whiting,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a  committee  to  ])repare  an  address  to 
Generals  Washington  and  Lee,  to  be  presented  to  them  on  their  arri- 
val here. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  officers  belong- 
ing to  Col.  Pre:^cott's,  Col.  Fry's  and  Bridge's  regiments,  reported  : 
wliich  rej>ort  was  accepted.''  ~ 

Ordcrrd,  Thnt  the  lesolve  passed  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  spears^ 
6cc.,  be  recommitted  to  Major  Goodwin  tor  amendment. 

'i'he  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  proposal  made  by  Doct, 
Whiting,  for  sending  some  person  to  New  York,  to  advise  with  Doct. 
Graham  and  others,  and  procure  from  them  directions  for  the  manu- 
facture of  saltpetre,  reported;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  Mr.  PhUlips  and  Doct.  Whiting  were  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Professor  Sewall,  on  the  subject  matter  contained  therein. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  methods  for  supplying 
the  soldiers,  stationed  on  the  sea  coasts,  with  provisions,  reported. 
The  report  was  amended  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  Re- 
solved^ that  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  or  plantations  on  the 
sea  coast,  or,  where  there  are  no  selectmen,  the  assessors  of  such 
place  where  any  such  soldiers  shall  be  stationed  for  their  defence,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to  supply  the  officers  and  soldiers  with 
suitable  provisions  for  their  support,  so  long  as  said  men  continue  in 
the  colony  service,  and  do  their  duty  of  soldiers  in  their  several  sta- 
tions, for  which  provisions,  the  said  selectmen  or  assessors  shall  be 
paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  the  sum  of  five  shillings  for  each  man, 
per  week,  who  shall  be  so  supplied.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the 
owners  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  to  supply  the  soldiers  that  may  be 
stationed  on  said  islands,  for  which  they  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the 
treiisury  aforesaid,  the  same  sum  per  week,  which  is  allowed  for  the 

a  [and  is  0.3  follows.] 

cliuselts,  an<l  u  (KiuMc  fortified  gun  of  New  Hampshire,  were  left  at  Fort  Dummer  wlicn  that  for- 
tress was  dismantled,  and  a  cannon  at  Fort  Hinsdale,  above  Northfit-ld  ;  all  four  pounders,  which 
mijht  be  conveyed  to  Uie  army. 

(1)  The  scarcity  of  provisions  and  the  deficiency  of  arms  w  ere  assigned  as  the  reasons  for  de- 
clining to  mako  the  apjiropriations  requested  by  the  petitioners. 

(2)  The  report  appears  to  have  pointed  out  a  mode  of  adjusting  dilficulties  which  had  arisen  ui 
tvljtion  to  the  rank  of  <<omc  of  the  otlicorn  of  tht-  rrsimfnts. 
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supply  of  the  soldiers  to  be  stationed  in  the  otlier  parts  of  llie  sea 
coast. 

Ordered,  Thixt  Mr.  Hobart,  Col.  Farley  and  jMr.  Webster,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  of  the  connnittee  of  supplies,  in  what  manner  the 
military  stores  in  Watertown  are  guarded,  and  that  they  take  ellectnal 
care  that  they  be  properly  guarded,  and  that  there  be  not  so  large  a 
quantity  kept  together,  as  there  now  is  in  one  place. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety,  respecting  Gen.  Ward's 
ordering  them  to  deliver  out  small  arms  to  such  olhcers  as  may  apply, 
was  read ;  the  consideration  whereof  was  referred  to  9  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  John  Calef,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  It  appearing  to  this 
Congress  inconsistent  with  the  best  interest  of  this  colony,  that  the 
within  mentioned  ship  should  proceed  on  her  voyage  as  requested  by 
the  within  memorialist,  therefore,  IZcsoIved,  that  the  said  shij)  do  not 
accordingly  proceed  on  said  voyage,  till  further  order  from  this  Con- 
gress, or  some  future  house  of  representatives. 

•'  '  AAernoon. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  in  what  manner  enlisting  orders  and  commis- 
sions shall  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  several  companies  to  be  sta- 
tioned on  the  sea  coasts. 

Mr.  Palfrey  was  introduced  to  this  Congress,  who  brought  with  him 
a  number  of  letters,  which  were  brought  from  England  by  Capt. 
Jenkins.^ 

Resolved,  Th^t  Ensign  Campbell,  now  a  prisoner  at  Concord,  be 
sent  for  to  this  Congress,  and  that  Doct.  Taylor  and  Capt.  Stone  be 
directed  to  search  his  packages,  and  see  that  he  is  brought  to  this 
Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Partridge  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
empowering  said  gentlemen  to  [perform]  this  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  directed  to  gentlemen  in  Rhode  Island, 
be  sent  to  the  ofllcers  of  the  Rhode  Island  forces;  those  to  Connecti- 
cut to  the  officers  of  the  Connecticut  forces ;  and  those  directed  to 
New  Hampshire,  to  the  officers  of  the  New  Hampshire  forces. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Whiting,  Mr.  Webster  and  Col.  Freeman,  be 
a  committee  to  take  under  consideration  a  resolve  of  Congress,  em- 
powering the  committee  for  procuring  guns,  to  draw  on  the  treasurer, 


(1)  So:ne  of  these  letters  conUiined  tlie  expression  of  friendly  sentinicntN,  oilier^  i»l«irin;»«toi»  of  the 
proparntions  for  reducing  tlie  colonics  to  obedience  ;  aud  among  tlieni  w  ere  many  ;id<lri'-i-<i  d  lo  in 
dividuaU  ou  atVaire  of  liu!«iness  aud  trade. 
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for  the  value  of  what  they  purchase,  and  to  report  what  aiterations  are 
nrccssary  to  be  made  therein. 

Ordtrcd,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Phillips  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a 
committee  to  supervise  the  letters  brought  to  this  Congress  by  Mr. 
Palfrey. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  furnish  the 
committee  appointed  to  go  to  Concord,  with  horses. 

Mr.  Partridge,  agreeably  to  order,  reported  the  following  resolve, 
which  was  accepted. 

Ilesolced,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Capt.  Stone  of  Framingham,  be 
a  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Concord, 
and  make  search,  or  cause  strict  search  to  be  made,  into  the  pockets 
and  packages  of  Ensign  Campbell,  now  a  prisoner  at  Concord,  and  is 
suspected  of  having  letters  of  public  concernment  concealed  in  his 
possession  ;  and  that  they  cause  said  Campbell  to  be  brought  imme- 
diately to  the  door  of  this  Congress,  in  order  for  examination,  if  they 
judge  it  necessary. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  several 
towns  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Worcester,  recommending 
them  to  supply  the  army  with  powder,  reported.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz,  : 

To  the  several  Toicns  in  the  Counties  of  Hampshire  and  Worcester : 

Tliis  Congres:?,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consideration,  the 
great  want  of  powder  in  our  public  magazines,  and  considering  how 
much  depends  on  that  important  and  most  necessary  article,  which, 
under  God,  if  provided,  may  prove  the  salvation  of  America;  and  as 
your  towns  lay  the  least  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  our  enemies,  there- 
fore, it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  by  this  Congress,  to  the  select- 
men of  each  town  and  district  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  they 
deliver  the  whole  of  the  tovv-ns'  stocks,  in  said  county  of  W orcester, 
to  3Ir.  John  Caldwell,  Mr.  Amos  Singletary  and  Deacon  Israel 
Nichols,  a  committee  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  receive  the  same; 
and  it  is  likewise  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  each  town  and 
district  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  to  deliver  their  respective  towns' 
stocks  of  powder,  to  Capt.  Noah  Goodman,  who  is  appointed  by  this 
[Congress]  to  receive  the  same  from  said  county  of  Hampshire ;  ex- 
cept so  much  as  is  allowed  to  be  kept  in  each  town,  which  will  appear 
by  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  and  that  it  be  replaced,  as  soon  as 
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the  state  of  the  colony  magazines  will  admit  thereof,  or  otherwise  will 
be  paid  for  in  money. ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Caldwell,  xMr.  Singletary  and  Deacon  Nichols, 
be  a  committee  to  procure  powder  from  the  several  towns  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Worcester,  agreeably  to  said  schedule,  and  Capt.  Goodman, 
from  the  county  of  Hampshire. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown,  Col.  Davis  and  Mr.  Fairbanks,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  where  safe  and  convenient  stores  may  be  had, 
for  storing  what  gunpowder  is  or  may  be  procured  for  the  use  of  this 
colony,  and  that  they  sit  forth  >vith. 

An  account  exhibited  by  Mr.  Ichabod  Goodwin,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Deacon  Stickney,  Capt.  King  and  ^Ir.  Thompson. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  motion  of  Doct.  Whiting,  was 
again  read,  amended  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  motion  niade  for  sending 
some  proper  person  to  New  York,  in  order  to  advise  with  Doct.  Gra- 
ham and  others,  and  procure  from  them  directions  for  the  manufactur- 
ing of  saltpetre,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  by 
way  of  resolve,  that  Doct.  W^illiam  Whiting  be  a  committee  to  repair 
to  New  York,  and  confer  with  Doct.  Graham,  or  any  otlier  gentlemen 
that  have  had  experience  in  the  manufacturing  of  saltpetre,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  procure  from  him  or  them,  the  most  minute,  partic- 
ular, and  intelligible  account,  relative  to  the  manufacturing  of  this  ar- 
ticle, possible,  and  that,  if  to  be  found,  he  procure  and  engage  some 
ingenious  person,  who  has  been  used  to  work  in  the  business  of  mak- 
ing saltpetre,  to  come  immediately  to  this  place,  who  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  said  business,  and  that  the  expenses  of  said  journey  to  New 
York,  and  the  travel  of  said  workman  to  this  place,  be  paid  out  of 
the  public  treasury  of  this  colony. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  account  of  Mr.  Paul  Revere, 
was  read,  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  tomorrow  morning,  ten  o'clock, 
be  assigned  for  the  consideration  thereof. 

•  The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Sliillaber,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  llesolced,  that  Mr.  Rob- 
ert Shillaber  be,  and  he  hereby  is  permitted,  to  export  to  the  West  In- 
dies, eighty  hogsheads  of  Jamaica  fish:  provided,  that  no  other  provi- 
sion be  shipped  with  the  said  fish,  except  so  much  as  will  be  sullicicnt 
for  such  a  voyage;  and  the  committee  of  safety  in  Salem,  are  directed 
to  see  this  resolve  strictly  complied  with. 

(I)  The  vote  accepting  this  report  was  reconfiideted.  The  reviaed  schedule  !•  inserted  in  th« 
journal  of  June  30. 
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Ordered,  That  Major  Goodwin,  Col.  Dwight,  and  Capt.  Bragdon, 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  committee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  procure  powder  from  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Wor- 
cester, and  that  they  sit  forthwith. 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Major  Goodwin,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Resolved^  that  the  re- 
ceiver general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  ordered,  to  pay  to  Major  Ichabod 
Goodwin,  o€2  175  Sd,  for  his  time,  horse,  and  expenses,  in  going  ex- 
press to  Falmouth,  by  order  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

Adjourned  to  Friday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday  June  30,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Major  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  some  per- 
son to  convey  one  Green,  a  captive,  to  Worcester  gaol,  there  to  be  con- 
fined till  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  was  best  to  be  done  with 
the  supernumerary  sheets  of  colony  notes,  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  The  committee  appointed  to  consid- 
er what  shall  be  done  with  the  supernumerary  sheets,  struck  off  from 
the  plate  containing  the  twenty,  fourteen,  and  six  shilling  bills,  have 
attended  to  that  service,  and  find,  upon  examination,  that  there  are  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  sheets  above  the  number  proposed,  which 
make  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds ;  and  beg  leave  to 
report,  that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  an  order  of  Congress  be  taken,  for 
committing  said  sheets  to  the  care  of  the  receiver  general,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  Congress  or  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley  bring  in  a  resolve,  directing  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  to  consider  the  expediency  of  granting  a  further  emis- 
sion of  bills  of  credit. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety,  enclosing  one  from  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  Portsmouth,  to  Doct.  Langdon,  and  an  anonymous 
letter  wrote  from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  which  was  intercepted  by  the 
said  committee  at  Portsmouth,  was  read,  and  Ordered,  that  a  copy  of 
the  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Portsmouth,  be  transmitted 
to  the  committee  of  supplies,  and  that  the  anonymous  letter  lie  on  the 
table.i 

(1)  The  intercepted  letter  was  addressed  to  Hugh  Henderson,  and  la  witliout  signature.  The 
copy  follows : 

"  Boston,  22  Jl-:»e,  1775." 
"Dear  Hugh  :— T  take  this  opportunity  of  lotting  you  know  onr  welfare.    We  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  last  Saturday  ;  but  we  have  great  reason  of  thaf.kfulnoss  that  tlie  troops  got  the 
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Ordered,  That  such  of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  deliv- 
er out  commissions,  as  are  now  present,  be  directed  to  attest  the  list 
of  officers  commissioned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  be  directed  to  deliver  the  supernumer- 
ary bills  to  the  receiver,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  petition  of  Doct.  William  Whiting  was  read,^  whereupon,  Resolv- 
ed, that  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  to 
Doct.  Whiting,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds,  in  colony  notes,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  said  Doct.  Whiting,  which  may  accrue  in 
his  journey  to  New  York,  said  Whiting  to  be  accountable  for  the  same 
to  this  Congress  or  some  future  House  of  Assembly  of  this  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  measures  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  the  small  pox,  were  directed  to  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Fisher,  Mr.  Lothrop,  and  Col.  Richmond, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  rela- 
tive to  artificer's  accounts,  and  that  said  committee  be  directed  to  con- 
sider such  accounts  as  may  be  transmitted  to  this  Congress,  by  the 
committee  of  safety,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  this  Congress  relative  to  procuring 
powder  from  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Worcester,  be  reconsider- 
ed, and  that  the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  instructions  to  the  committee  appointed  to  procure 
powder  from  said  counties,  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Mr.  Plympton,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Charlestown. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Coffin,'  Mr  Lothrop,  Capt.  Nye,  Capt.  Bragdon, 
and  Col.  Mitchell,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  two 
light  houses  at  Cape  Ann,  and  the  light  house  at  the  entrance  of  Bos- 
ton harbor,  and  also,  that  at  Plymouth,  and  consider  whether  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  continue  the  lights  therein. 

hotter  of  the  people.  It  was  one  of  tlic  bolJest  attacks  atmost  of  the  a?re,  as  they  had  [Rimkcr 
Hill]  vcTj"  strong;  but  tiicy  did  not  keep  it  fifteen  minutes  tiflcr  the  attack  Ifojran,  and  such  firing  I 
Dover  heard,  so  constant,  1  saw  it  all  tl»e  time.  There  are  a  great  many  country  people  killed  and 
aiuong  them  is  Doctor  Warren:  About  thirty  aie  taken  prisoners  and  are  in  town.  One  ves:iel  of 
Ihe  second  fleet  came  in  last  night  j  so,  I  am  in  hopes  the  troop.-"  will  bo  soon  enabled  to  bring  Uieni 
to  a  sense  of  duty." 

"If  you  have  any  apprehension  of  danger,  I  think  you  had  best  conio  to  town." 

«'  Yours,  iic." 

Tho  committee  of  Portsmoutli  informed  Congress,  that  a  ship  had  been  sent  from  Boston,  to  pro- 
euro  provisions  fiom  the  islands. 

(1)  Doctor  Wiiiting  stated,  that  ho  had  not  received  pay  for  attonJance  on  the  session*  of  t'on- 
gresg  from  tho  town  lie  represented  ;  and  lequcstod,  that  fundi  mig'lit  be  ad\a;:ced  fro;!i  tii«»  puMi'.- 
treasury  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  mission  to  JNew  York. 
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Major  Hawley,  agreeably  to  order,  brought  in  tlie  following  resolve, 
which  w  as  accepted. 

llesolccd,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  a  committee,  forthwith 
to  consider,  whether  the  exigencies  of  tliis  colony  do  require,  that 
there  should  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  grant  made  by  tliis  Congress  of 
a  further  emission  of  notes  or  bills  of  credit,  and  that  they  consider  of 
what  sum  it  is  proper  tliat  grant  should  consist,  and  of  wiiat  denomina- 
tions such  bills  should  be,  and  whether  they  should  bear  any  interest, 
and  if  any,  what  tlie  rate  of  such  interest  should  be,  and  at  what  time 
such  notes  or  bills  should  be  payable  or  redeemed,  and  whatever  other 
regulations  the  said  committee  shall  judge  it  expedient  such  notes  or 
bills  should  be  issued  upon,  and  that  the  said  committee  report  as  soon 
as  may  be.  '        "  .• 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Fisher  bring  in  a  resolve,  directing  the  re- 
ceiver general  to  pay  the  sum  of  three  pounds  ten  shillings,  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  procure  powder  from  the  cotinty  of  Worcester,  and 
two  pounds  ten  shillings,  to  Capt.  Goodman,  who  is  appointed  to  pro- 
cure powder  from  the  county  of  Hampshire. 

The  form  of  a  warrant  for  surgeons  of  the  liospital,  was  read  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

I'he  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massacliusciis  Baij,  to   

  Greeting. 

Being  informed  of  your  skill  in  surgery,  and  reposing  s])ecial  trust 
and  confidence  in  your  ability  and  good  conduct,  [we]  do  by  these 

presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  to  be  a 

surgeon  of  the  hospital,  established  by  order  of  the  Congress,  in  , 

for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  colony  army.  You  are,  therefore, 
carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  surgeon  of  said  hos- 
pital, in  all  things  appertaining  thereto,  observing  such  orders  and  in- 
structions as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  any,  your  su- 
perior oflicers,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  established  by  said 
Congress,  for  which,  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

Dated  the  day  of  A.  D.  1775. 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  made  out  to  the  following  officers,  viz.  : 
Doct.  Lemuel  Cushing,  surgeon  ;  Doct.  Gad  Hitchcock,  surgeon's 
mate ;  Adam  Bayley,  quarter  master ;  Luther  Bayley,  adjutant ;  in 
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General  Thomas's  regiment :  Doct.  Lemuel  Howard,  surgeon  to  the 
Roxbury  Hospital. 

Mr.  Jabez  Matthews  was  admitted  to  give  an  account  of  his  embas- 
sy to  Quebec. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  sundry  onicers  in  Col. 
Whitcomb's  regiment,  agreeably  to  a  list  of  this  date,  by  him  exhib- 
ited. 

Deacon  Fisher,  agreeably  to  order,  reported  the  following  resolves, 
which  were  accepted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  be  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury,  by  the  receiver  general,  who  is  directed  to 
pay  the  same,  to  John  ["Caldwell,]  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  the  committee 
that  was  chosen  to  collect  gunpowder  within  the  county  of  Worcester, 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  that  they  be  accountable  to  this  Congress 
or  some  future  House  of  Representatives. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  be  paid  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  by  the  receiver  general,  who  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  the  same,  unto  Mr.  Noah  Goodman,  to  bear  his  expenses  in  col- 
lecting gunpowder  within  the  county  of  Hampshire,  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same  to  this  Congress  or  some  fu- 
ture House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  form  of  a  commission,  &-c., 
for  the  officers  of  those  companies,  who  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  sea 
coasts,  reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  in  what  manner 
and  form  commissions,  beating  and  enlisting  orders,  be  made  out  to 
the  officers  to  be  appointed  and  raised  for  defence  of  the  sea  coast, 
having  taken  the  premises  into  consideration,  would  humbly  report 
the  following  draught  of  a  blank  for  commissions,  viz.  : 

The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusttts  Bay,  to  

 ,  Gentleman,  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  courage  and 
good  conduct,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  tlie 

said  to  be  a  ,  of  a  company  of  foot,  appointed 

by  said  Congress,  to  be  raised  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  sea 
coast  in  this  colony.    You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to 

discharge  the  duty  of  a   ,  in  leading,  ordering,  and  exercisiii«r 

the  said  company  in  arms,  both  inferior  oflicers  and  soldiers,  and  to 

a  [Colvill.J 
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keep  them  in  good  order  and  discipline ;  and  they  are  hereby  com- 
manded to  obey  you  as  their  ,  and  you  are  yourself  to  observe 

and  follow  such  orders  and  instructions  as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  from  your  superior  officers^  or  from  tliose  who  are  or  may  be 
appointed  to  have  the  direction  of  the  said  company  or  companies,  in 
the  several  towns  or  counties  where  you  may  be  stationed,  according  to 
military  rules  and  discipline  in  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  you.  By  order  of  Congress. 

   ,  President. 

 the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  1775. 

Attest,     ,  Secretary. 

Also,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  blank  or 
form  for  beating  orders,  viz,  : 

To  . 

Sir  : — You  are  hereby  empowered,  immediately,  to  enlist  a  compa- 
ny, to  consist  of  forty-seven  able-bodied,  effective  men,  including  ser- 
geants, corporals,  drunmiers,  &.C.,  as  soldiers  in  the  Massachusetts 
service,  for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast  in  this  colony,  and  cause  them 
to  pass  muster  as  soon  as  may  be.  .;  ,•,    ,  . 

By  order  of  Congress, 

 : — ,  President. 

 day  of  ,  A.  D.  1775. 

Attest,  ,  Secretary. 

Your  committee  likewise  report  the  following  form  of  an  enlist- 
ment, viz. : 

Wo,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  solemnly  engage  and  enlist  our- 
selves, as  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  the  sea  coasts  in  said  colony,  from  the  day  of 
our  enlistment  to  the  last  day  of  December  next,  unless  the  said  service 
should  admit  of  a  discharge  of  a  part,  or  the  whole,  sooner,  which  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  Congress  or  General  Court,  or  Assembly  of  said  colony. 
And  we  do  hereby  promise  to  submit  ourselves  to  all  the  orders  and 
regulations  of  the  army,  and  faithfully  to  observe  and  obe.y  all  such  or- 
ders as  we  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  oujr  superior  officers. 

Your  committee  also  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  committees  in  the 
several  counties,  appointed  by  this  Congress,  to  give  out  beating  and 
enlisting  orders,  be  directed  to  fill  up  said  commissions  and  orders,  and 
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to  deliver  the  commissions  to  the  ofiiccrs  us  soon  as  their  companies 
are  full  ;  also,  that  a  person  be  appointed  in  each  of  those  counties 
upon  the  sea  coast,  to  administer  the  oath  to  officers  and  soldiers. 

NATHANIEL  FREEMAN,  Chairman. 
Resolved,  That  there  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  blank  commis- 
sions printed,  sixty  beating  orders  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  enlist- 
ing orders. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Freeman,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  in  what  manner  crimes  shall  be  punished,  which 
may  be  committed  by  any  of  the  officers  or  soldiers  of  the  forces  sta- 
tioned on  the  sea  coasts. 

Resolved,  That  all  warrants  for  staff  officers,  which  may  in  future  be 
delivered,  be  dated  the  day  they  are  delivered. 

Resolved,  That  all  commissions  to  fill  up  vacancies,  be  dated  the 
day  they  are  delivered. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  measures  for  makinc^  pro- 
vision for  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Charlestown,  reported.  Tlic  report 
was  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Grout,  and  Mr.  Woodbridge,  be  added  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  accounts  which  the  committee  of 
safety  may  transmit  to  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  letters 
brought  by  Capt.  Jenkins,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  is  best  to 
be  done  with  them  ;  and  that  Mr.  Dickinson  be  of  that  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Phillips. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  where  safe  aiid  convenient 
stores  for  securing  gunpow'der  might  be  had,  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  look  out  for  a  place,  or  places,  for  the 
safe  keeping  the  powder  that  is,  or  may  be  lodged  in  this  town,  have 
attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  as  their  opinion,  that 
some  part  of  the  powder  be  kept  in  the  middle  school-house,  and  some 
part  in  the  east  school-house,  also,  some  part  in  a  building  belonging 
to  Mr.  Josiah  Capen,  near  the  great  bridge ;  also,  that  a  building  be 
erected,  as  soon  as  possible,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Capen's  huid, 
not  far  from  the  great  bridge  in  said  Watertown,  which  place  was  pro- 
posed sometime  since,  to  build  a  provincial  magazine  at,  agreeably  to 
a  law  of  this  colony.    All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

JONATHAN  BROWN,  per  order. 

The  same  committee  [were  directed]  to  see  that  the  powder  is  well 
guarded,  and  to  consider  and  report  what  sort  of  a  building  shall  be 
erected. 
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'J'lie  committee  directed  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  procure  powder  from  the  counties  of  Worces- 
ter and  Hampshire,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  : 

To  the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Connecticut  river,  and  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Worcester. 

This  Congress,  taking  into  tlieir  most  serious  consideration  the 
great  want  of  powder  in  our  public  magazines,  and  considering  how 
much  depends  on  that  important  and  most  necessary  article,  which, 
unflcr  God,  if  provided,  may  prove  the  salvation  of  America;  and,  as 
your  towns  lay  the  least  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  our  enemy  :  there- 
fore, it  is  most  earnestly  reconunended  by  this  Congress  to  the  select- 
men of  each  town  and  district  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  they 
deliver  the  whole  of  the  towns'  stock  of  powder,  in  said  county  of 
Worcester,  to  John  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Mr.  Amos  Singletary,  and  Mr. 
Israel  Nichols,  or  either  of  them,  a  committee  appointed  l)y  this  Con- 
gress to  receive  the  same,  except  so  much  as  is  allowed  to  be  kept  in 
each  town,  which  will  appear  by  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed ;  and 
that  it  be  replaced  so  soon  as  the  state  of  the  colony  magazines  will 
admit  thereof,  or  otherwise  will  be  paid  for  in  money. 

And  it  is  likewise  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  each  town  and 
disirioi  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  except  those  on  the  westerly  side 
of  ('oiiiiccticut  river,  to  deliver  the  respective  town  stocks  of  powder 
lu  .Mr.  Noah  Goodman,  who  is  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  receive 
the  ^atne  from  tlio  county  of  Hampshire,  agreeably  to  the  annexed 
M:li(  »iulf :  therefore,  lltsolucd^  that  the  said  committees,  appointed  by 
lht>  C(>ii;j;re>s  to  collect  tiic  powder  from  the  counties  of  V/orcester 
and  ll  injji-hire,  be  directed  to  give  a  receipt  to  the  selectmen  of  such 
lo\ui.^  a.s  ihey  sliall  receive  {)owder  from,  in  the  form  following: 

The  day  of  ,  1775.     Received  of  A.  B.,  selectmen  of  the 

town  of  ,  the  town  stock  of  powder,  containing  weight,  to 

the  u>c  of  the  Mas.^achu.^etts*  Bay;  which  powder  is  to  be  replaced 
a^ain,  as  «oou  as  the  state  of  the  colony  magazine  will  admit  of  it,  or 
paid  for  in  money. 

And  ilic  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  powder  are  hereby,  sev- 
erally, empowered  and  directed,  to  employ  such  wagoners,  or  team- 
sters, as  shall  be  necessary,  with  great  despatch,  to  convey  the  same 
to  the  committee  of  su[)plies;  for  which  service,  said  wagoners  and 
teamsters,  when  they  have  delivered  said  powder  to  the  committee  of 
supplies,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  either  of  the  committee 
men  appointed  to  collect  said  powder,  setting  forth  the  sum  agreed 
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for  the  conveyance  of  said  powder,  then  the  committee  of  supplies 
shall  give  orders  to  the  receiver  general  of  the  colony,  for  the  sum  so 
agreed  for,  to  be  paid  in  cash ;  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 

The  schedule  is  as  follows,  viz. : 


Towns'  names. 

Town'd  stock  of 
powder. 

Supplied  already,  j 



To 

he  l,  a  ill 

tO«.i. 

COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 

Worcester,  - 

2.^  barrels, 

1 

X 

barrel. 

Iiarrcl. 

Lancaster,  - 

do. 

1 
1 

An 

uo. 

h 

do. 

Mendon,  -       -       -  - 

do. 

9 

An 

UO. 

h 

do. 

Brookfield,  - 

Q 

do! 

3 

do. 

A 

do. 

Oxford,    -       -       -  - 

do*. 

1 
i 

do. 

do. 

Charlton,  - 

]2 

a 

do. 

1 

a 

An 

do. 

Sutton,  - 

do. 

h 

do. 

Leicester,  - 

2 

do. 

1 

X 

An 

do. 

Spencer,  - 

1 

5 

do. 

<lo. 

Paxtoii,  - 

h 

do. 

Rutland,  -       -       -  - 

do. 

Oukliuin,         _       -  . 

\ 

do. 

IIubl)tu-dston,   -       -  - 

\ 

do. 

New  Braintree, 

1 

GO. 

\ 

<Io, 

Southboroiiglj, 

UO. 

h 

do. 

Northborougb, 

Q 

An 

uo. 

■1 
1 

An 
QO. 

\ 

do. 

Shrewsbury,     -       -  - 

e: 

An 
UO. 

h 

do. 

Lunenburg,  - 

9 

An 
QO. 

■ 

h 

do. 

Fitchburg, 

k 

do. 

Uxbridge,  - 

0 

An 
uO. 

do. 

Harvard,  -       -  - 

91- 

An 
UO. 

I 

do. 

Dudley,  - 

I 

do. 

Hutchinson,     -       -  - 

4i 

An 
uO. 

1 
5 

An 
QO. 

h 

do. 

Bolton,  - 

9 

An 

U.O. 

h 

do. 

Upton,  - 

1^ 

An 
QO. 

do. 

Sturbridge,  - 

*JQ 

An 

h 

do. 

Leominster,     -       -  - 

1 

do. 

h 

An 
QO. 

Hardwick,       -       -  - 

2 

do. 

h 

do. 

Western,  - 

i 

do. 

Holden,  - 

I 

do. 

i 

do. 

Douj^las,  -       -       -  - 

i 

do. 

VllvlllVfllf      —              —  • 

IViors^ham,  - 

24 

do. 

X 

s 

do. 

3 

do. 

h 

do. 

Royal  stoi),        -       .  . 

i 

do. 

Wci^tuiinster,   -       -  - 

d 

do. 

i 

do. 

Atliol,      -       -       .  - 

do. 

Templeton,  - 

2 

do. 

do. 

Princeton,  - 

n 

do. 

i 

do. 

Ashburnhara,  - 

do. 

Wiuchendon,  -       -  - 

i 

do. 

Westborough, 

3 

do. 

\ 

do. 

do. 

Northbridge,    .       -  - 

i 

do. 

COU.NTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

da 

Springtield, 

n 

do. 

1 

Wilbrahani, 

1 

do. 

i 

da 

Hadiey,    -       .       .  - 

1 

do. 

i 

do. 

South  Hadiey,  - 

H 

do. 

i 

do. 
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Towns'  names. 

Town's  stock  of 
powder. 

Supplied  alr(i*i*.iy. 

To  be  left  in 
town. 

Arnlierst,         -       -  - 

_         _  _ 

1 

baiTel, 

Granby,  - 

barrel, 

_         _  _ 

do. 

Montague,  - 

_         _  _ 

do. 

Nortlifield^  - 

n 

do. 

- 

do. 

Brimliold,  - 

1 

do. 

i 

do. 

South  Brimficld, 

i 

do. 

Monson,  - 

do. 

i 

do. 

Tel  ham,  -       -       -  - 

do. 

ruJrner,  - 

do. 

New  Salem,     -       .  - 

1 

do. 

do.  y 

liclcliortown,    -       -  - 

1 

do. 

i 

do. 

AVarwick,        -       »  - 

1 

do. 

i 

do. 

Shutesbur}',  - 

do. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown  make  provision  for  the  two  poor 
women,  late  of  the  town  of  Charlestown,  now  at  the  door,  till  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock,  Col.  Grout,  and  Mr.  Dickerson,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  Major  Barber,  agreeably  to  his 
letter. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the  town  of  Biddeford, 
was  read,  and  committed  to  Col.  Riclunond,  Capt.  Stone,  and  Mr. 
Langdon,  who  are  directed  to  examine  the  prisoner,  Thomas  Neat, 
brought  from  Biddeford,  and  report.^ 

Adjourned  to  S  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  July  1,  1775. 

[The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of 
making  provision  for  tlie  poor  of  the  town  of  Charlestown,  reported 
the  following,  which  was  accepted,  viz  :] 

Whereas,  the  distressed  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Charlestown,  calls  for  the  charitable  aid  of  this  colony :  therefore, 
Resolved^  that  such  of  those  inhabitants  as  are  unable  to  remove  or 
support  themselves,  be  removed  to  the  several  towns  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  mentioned  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  the  aforesaid 
towns  to  provide  for,  and  employ  said  inhabitants,  in  the  best  and  most 
prudent  manner  that  may  be,  and  render  their  accounts  to  this  or  some 

(1)  A  suspicious  person,  named  Thomiis  Neat,  a  deserter  from  one  of  the  king's  ships,  was  ar- 
rested in  Biddeford,  and  sent  as  prisoner  to  Waterlown. 
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future  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives,  which  reasonable  ac- 
counts shall  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  said  colony. 

And  it  is  further  licsolvcd,  that  Deacon  Cheever,  Capt.  Brown,  and 
Major  Fuller,  of  Newton,  be  a  committee  to  agree  with  teamsters,  not 
exceeding  the  rate  of  nine  pence  per  ton  per  mile,  for  transporting  such 
inhabitants  as  are  unable  to  travel,  with  their  clfects,  and  give  certifi- 
cates to  such  teamsters,  expressing  that  they  are  the  poor  of  the  town 
of  Charlestown,  and  the  sum  they  are  to  receive  for  such  service ;  and 
upon  said  teamsters  producing  said  certificate  to  the  committee  of 
supplies,  endorsed  with  the  test  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where 
such  poor  and  their  effects  are  lodged,  that  said  teamster  has  done  the 
service  agreed  for,  per  said  certificate,  the  committee  of  supplies  are 
hereby  directed  to  draw,  on  the  receiver  general  of  said  colony,  for  the 
payment  of  said  teamster;  and  the  said  receiver  general  is  hereby 
ordered  to  pay  the  same. 

County  of  Worcester.  Lancaster,  30;  IMendon,  30;  Brookficld, 
20;  Oxford,  1.5;  Charlton,  10;  Sutton,  30;  Leicester,  I'J ;  Spencer, 
10;  Paxton,  7;  Rutland,  15;  Oakham,  G;  Hutchinson,  20 ;  New 
Braintree,  15 ;  Southborough,  6 ;  Westborough,  20 ;  Northborough, 
10;  Shrewsbury,  10;  Fitchburg,  10;  Uxbridge,  10. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  methods  would  be  proper 
to  try  and  punish  crimes  which  may  be  committed  by  the  soldiers  sta- 
tioned on  the  sea  coasts,  reported.  The  report  was  recommitted,  and 
Major  Hawley  and  Mr.  Greenleaf  added  to  the  committee. 

Two  letters  from  Rev.  John  Murray  were  read,  and  committed  to 
Col.  Grout,  Major  Fuller,  of  Newton,  and  Major  Goodwin. 

An  account  of  Jabez  Matthews  [for  a  journey  to  Quebec]  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Major  Fuller,  Col.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  Ingalls. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Dickenson,  and  Mr.  Nye,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  respecting 
whaleboats. 

A  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  proposing  that  electrical  points 
should  be  erected  over  the  powder  magazines,  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  build  a  store  for  depositing 
gunpowder  therein,  and  seeing  that  it  is  well  guarded. 

A  petition  from  eighteen  Stockbridcre  Indians  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Mr.  Kollock,  Mr.  Crane,  and  Major  White. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  Thomas  Neat,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows:  The  committee  ajjpointed  to 
examine  Thomas  Neat,  have  attended  that  service,  and  are  hunibly 
of  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  be  discharged,  and  set  at  liberty,  and  do 
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recommend  him  for  a  pass,  to  be  signed  by  the  secretary,  to  go  to  New 
York,  tl)ere  to  apply  for  a  further  pass,  as  he  proposes  to  go  to  Vir- 
ginia.   Submitted.  EZRA  RICIIiMOND,  ^r.  orr/cr. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  deputy  commis- 
saries in  tlie  r.Iassaclmsetts  army,  being  one  to  each  regiment: 
Mr.  Samuel  Norton,  recommended  by  Col.  Lincoln. 
Capt.  Ebcnezer  Craft,  of  Sturbridge,  recommended  by  Col.  Learned, 

Rev.  Mr.  Paine,  6cc. 
Mr.  Jedediah  Easter  brooks,  Lunenburg,  recommended  by  Mr.  Gill 

and  Dr.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Ezekiel  Clieever,  Boston,  recommended  by  ''[Col.  Pigeon.] 
Mr.  Samuel  Russell  Gerry,  Marblehead,  recommended  by  do. 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Warren,  Boston,  recommended  by  the  hon.  committee 
of  supplies. 

Mr.  John  Fenno,  Boston,  recommended  by  Secretary  Ward. 

Mr.  Alexander  Sheppard,  Newton,  recommended  by  ''[Col.  Pigeon.] 

Mr.  Ephraim  Russell,  Stow,  recommended  by  Col.  Doolittle,  and  tiie 

paymaster  general. 
Mr.  Daniel  Bell,  Boston,  recommended  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
Mr.  William  Mollineaux,  Boston,  recommended  by  do. 
Mr.  Daniel  Henshaw,  Jr.,  "  by  Doct.  Church. 

Mr.  John  Checkley,  "  by  do.  and  others. 

Mr.  Jabez  Brown,  Stow,  reconmiended  by  the  paymaster  general. 
Mr.  Joseph  Clark,  Boston,  recommended  by  Gen.  Warren,  Doct. 

Church,  (Jcc. 

Mr.  Gillam  Taylor,  Boston,  recommended  by  Gen.  Warren  and  others. 
Mr.  Andrew  Newell,  Charlestown,  recommended  by  Mr.  Cheever. 
Capt.  James  Littlefield,  ^\elIs,  recommended  by  Col.  Scammon  and 
others. 

Mr.  Waterman  Thomas,  Marshfield,  recommended  by  Gen.  Thomas, 
Mr.  Peter  Clark,  Newfoundland,  recommended  by  Col.  Palmer  &  Son. 
Mr.  Timothy  Newell,  Sturbridge,  recommended  by  Capt.  Timothy 
Parker. 

Mr.  John  Story,  Ipswich,  recommended  by  Col.  Farley. 
Mr.  Eliakim  Atherton,  Bolton,  recommended  by  Col.  Whitecomb. 
Mr,  Abrah  am  Tuckerman,  Boston,  recommended  by  Col.  Pahner  and 
Col.  Brewer. 

Mr.  William  Holmes,  Boston,  recommended  by  his  father. 
Mr.  Enoch  Woodbridge,  Stockbridge,  recommended  by  Col.  Porter 
for  Col.  Patcrson's  regiment. 

a  [mystli'.J 
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Resolved,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  see  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  deputy  commissaries  be  placed  at  or  near  Prospect 
Hill,  for  the  more  convenient  supply  of  the  forces  stationed  there. 

The  president,  by  leave  of  Congress,  brought  in  a  resolve,  directing 
General  Ward  to  order  two  companies  to  Plymouth,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Whereas,  the  town  of  Plymouth  appears  to  be  in  danger  of  being 
attacked  by  the  enemy  :  therefore,  Resolved^  that  General  Ward  be  and 
hereby  is  directed,  immediately  to  issue  his  orders,  tliat  two  full  com- 
panies, from  Col.  Cotton's  regiment,  under  proper  officers,  march, 
without  delay,  to  Plymouth,  and  there  remain  for  the  guard  and  de- 
fence of  the  inhabitants,  till  they  can  be  relieved  by  such  companies 
as  are  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  sea  coasts, 
and  to  be  stationed  there  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Palmer  bring  in  a  resolve,  directing  that  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  army  be  frequently  read  to  the  soldiers. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  method  of  trying  crifui- 
nals  on  the  sea  coast,  reported  again.  The  report  was  accepted,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  all  offences  committed  by  any  of  the  forces  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast,  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  con- 
sisting of  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  of  militia  within  which, 
that  company  to  which  the  offi^nder  belongs  is  stationed,  together  with 
the  commissioned  officers  of  that  company,  according  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  IMassachusetts  army,  agreed  upon  by  a  former  Con- 
gress, excepting  those  offences  and  causes  which  are  punishable  with 
death,  which  are  to  be  tried,-  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  by  the 
civil  authority. 

Also  Resolved,  That  in  case  any  of  the  soldiers  shall  lose,  destroy,  or 
unnecessarily  fire  away  any  of  his  powder,  ammunition,  or  cartridges, 
without  giving  reasonable  satisfaction  to  his  commanding  officer  there- 
for, the  captain  shall  deduct  four  [*times]  the  value  thereof  out  of  liis 
wages,  to  be  applied  as  is  directed  in  the  first  article  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  abovementioned. 

Also  [Resolved,]  That  each  of  the  officers  of  which  these  courts 
martial  shall  consist,  shall  be  supplied  with  a  pamphlet,  containing. -aid 
rules  and  regulations,  with  these  resolves  annexed  thereto,  whicli  shall 
be  read,  once  a  week,  by  the  captain  or  commanding  olhcer  of  each 
company  to  their  respective  companies. 

By  order  of  Congress,     ,  Vroidait. 

Attest,  ,  Secretary. 

a  [double] 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  resolves 
get  a  number  of  them  printed;  and  that  they  also  procure  as  many 
pamphlets,  containing  rules  and  regulations  of  the  army,  as  they  think 
proper. 

A  petition  from  James  Fry',  requesting  that  his  son  might  be  ap- 
pointed a  deputy  commissary,  was  read:  whereupon.  Ordered,  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock,  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Fox,  be  a  committee 
to  consider  a  petition  and  account  of  Mr.  Josiah  Stearns. ^ 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of 
Sandwich  was  read,  and  committed  to  Col.  Richmond,  Col.  Grout, 
and  Col.  Mitchcll.2 

A  number  niore  of  letters  from  London  were  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  committed  to  the  secretary,  Mr  Langdon,  and  Col.  Richmond. 

The  committee  to  w  horn  were  committed  a  number  of  letters,  re- 
ported, that,  in  a  letter  directed  to  John  Rowe,  Esq.,  was  enclosed  a 
number  of  blank  bills  of  exchange,  designed  for  the  use  of  the  army  at 
Boston  :  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  said  committee  draw  up  a  true 
state  of  this  matter,  and  keep  the  blank  bills  as  vouchers  thereof 

Col.  Palmer,  agreeably  to  order,  reported  the  following  resolve, 
which  was  accepted,  viz. :    Whereas  certain  rules  and  regulations  for 

(I)  Juxiah  Stearns  prayed  for  compensation  for  services  in  bringing  letters  written  in  London, 
from  the  island  of  \iint«icket,  uhere  they  had  been  received  on  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  commanded 
l>)  Capt.  Scth  Jt  nkins. 

(Q)  Th*»  coMitiiittt'C  of  Fandwich  requested  the  advice  of  Congress  in  relation  to  vessels  owned  by 
Simoon  nrA  Jossu  Barlow,  captured  by  the  British  cruis'^r  Falcon,  Capt.  Linsey,  and  retaken 

by  a  »rhoon(r  from  Dartmouth,  commanded  by  Capt.  Egery.    They  state  these  facts: 

.Mr.  Wif.g'i  vessel,  commanded  by  his  son  Thomas,  hath  been  plying,  as  a  wood  boat,  between 
Sandwich  and  Nantucket  for  some  years,  and  it  hath  been  the  usual  practice  to  settle  with  the 
cu*'.o:n  houic  once  a  year,  tho  oilicer  always  giving  them  their  choice  of  paying  twelve  pence  per 
Uip,  or  th*  vliole  at  tho  year's  end:  and  thi-j  hath  been,  we  find,  on  examining,  the  common  prac- 
tise wilhothtT  vessels  whicii  have  followed  the  same  business  at  the  same  place.  Upon  Captain 
Wiiig'a  rvturiiing  from  Nantucket  through  the  Vineyard  Sound,  his  sloop  was  taken  by  a  barge  from 
Capt.  Linjcy'«  brijr.  An  Indian  fellow,  on  board  of  Wing's  vessel,  informed  Capt.  Linsey  of  said 
Barlow'*  *«  ««»-l,  whicli  had  brought  a  cargo  lately  from  the  West  Indies,  and  was  laden  with  pro- 
visions, in  Bu77.Hrd's  Bay.  Captain  Linsey  employed  Captain  Wing's  vessel,  putting  fourteen  men 
on  bo!»rd,  to  proceed  up  tlie  bay  and  take  said  Barlow's  vessel,  which  they  carried  off.  The  master 
of  the  latl«  r  vc^nel  was  taken  with  Wing,  being  then  on  board  as  a  passenger,  so  that  both  vessels, 
with  hll  llie  crcw«  nnd  passengers,  were  taken,  and  proceeded  to  tlio  cove  to  Captain  Linsey.  Mr. 
Barlow  made  appliculion  to  soiiu-  people  at  Dartmouth,  who  went  with  a  sloop,  one  half  of  which 
Barlow  ventured,  and  retook  the  vesseN  and  men,  with  their  arms,  and  carried  them  into  Dart- 
mouth. Messrs.  Wmg  and  Barlow  applied  to  the  Dartmouth  people,  who  took  the  vessels,  for 
them  again  :  the  people  otfered  them  their  vessels,  upon  Wing's  paying  them  eight  dollars,  and 
Barlow  ten  dollars,  with  which  they  complied,  and  Wing  paid  the  money  ;  after  which,  the  Dart- 
mouth people  detained  the  ves^t- h  until  tho  orders  of  Congress  could  be  known,  and  refuse  to  give 
them  up,  without  Barlow  auJ  Wing  paying  forty-five  dollars,  and  giving  bonds  to  indemnify  the 
Dartitiouth  people," 
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the  Massachusetts  army,  were  resolved  and  agreed  upon  by  a  former 
Congress  of  tliis  colony,  but  no  provision  was  therein  made  for  the 
regular  reading  the  same  to  the  several  corps  in  said  army :  therefore, 
Resolved,  that  said  rules  and  regulations  be  read,  at  least,  once  every 
month,  at  the  head  of  each  regiment,  or  other  corps  in  said  army,  and 
that  the  general  be  directed  to  order  his  ofiicers  to  see  that  this  resolve 
be  duly  observed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  Connecticut,  reported.  The  report  was  acce]>ted,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz. : 

it  phase  your  honors : 

The  distressed  situation  of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  province,  callinir 
for  the  serious  attention  of  the  humane,  this  Congress  beg  leave  to 
address  you  in  their  behalf  By  reason  of  a  nuuiber  of  our  friends 
removing  from  the  sea  ports  into  the  interior  towns,  and  a  h'.riro  army 
before  Boston,  to  support  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  this  colony  is  un- 
able to  spare  the  necessary  supplies  of  grain  and  provisions  to  our 
friends  in  the  province  of  Maine ;  by  which  means,  and  an  embargo 
laid  upon  grain  and  provisions  in  your  colony,  they  are  reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  starving,  or  supplying  the  ministerial  troops  with  lumber, 
either  of  which  they  deprecate. 

We  would  therefore  suggest  to  your  honors  the  expediency  of  taking 
off  the  embargo,  so  far  as  to  permit  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts 
of  this  province  to  purchase  grain  and  provisions  for  themselves,  they 
producing  a  certificate  from  any  of  the  committees  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  list,  and  giving  bonds  to  your  officers,  that  they  will  deliver  it 
to  such  committee. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  sincerity, 

Your  honors'  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

To  the  honorable  (he  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

[List  enclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter.] 

Machias ;  James  Lyon,  George  Stillman,  Jeremiah  O'Brian,  Ben- 
jamin Foster,  Samuel  Scott,  Manwaring  Beal,  Nathaniel  Sinclair : 
Number  four;  John  Stevens,  Phineas  Whitten  :  Goldshorouf^h  ;  Ben- 
jamin Glasher,  William  Shaw  :  Narraguagus;  Joseph  VVallis,  Alex- 
ander Campbell :  St.  Georges;  [blank]:  Penobscot;  [blank]:  Bris- 
tol; [blank]:  Boothbay ;  David  Reed,  [Joseph]  Emerson  :  PownaU 
borough;  Timothy  Langdon,  Ebenezer  Whittier,  John  Getchell,  John 
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IIusc,  Timothy  Parsons  :  Georgetown ;  Dummer  Sewall,  John  Wood  : 
Brunsicick;  Aaron  Hinckley,  Esq.,  Benjamin  Stone:  North  Yar- 
mouth ;  Samuel  Stanwood :  Falmouthj  Casco  Bay ;  Hon.  Jedediah 
Prebble,  Esq.,  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  Mr.  Richard  Codman, 
Capt.  John  Waite,  Mr.  John  Butler,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Winslow:  Bcricick;  Hon.  Benjamin  Chadburn,  Mr.  John 
Hill,  Mr.  Robert  Furnass. 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Mr.  Jabez  Matthews,  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

[Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  Mr.  Jabez  Matthews  or  order,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  eleven  pence,  lawful  money,  in  colony  notes  or  bills  of 
credit  of  this  or  the  other  governments,  which  are,  by  a  resolve  of  this 
Congress,  made  payable  on  the  said  treasury,  in  discharge  of  an  ac- 
count exhibited  by  him  to  this  Congress,  for  the  time  and  expense  of 
himself  and  three  persons  on  an  embassy  to  Canada.  And  the  com- 
mittee of  supplies  are  hereby  ordered  to  furnish  Mr.  Jabez  Matthews 
with  four  pounds  of  powder,  for  himself  and  associates.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolve  of  the  committee 
of  safety,  relative  to  whale  boats,  reported.  The  report  was  recom- 
mitted. 

Afternoon. 

Mr.  Kollock  was  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Major  Goodwin,  on  the 
committee  for  making  provision  for  the  reception  of  Generals  Wash- 
ington and  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Mitchell  deliver  the  215  spears,  which  he  has 
procured  for  the  use  of  the  army,' to  General  Thomas,  at  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Capt.  Bragdon,  be  a 
committee  to  bring:  in  a  resolve,  directing  how  the  sick  and  wounded 
shall  be  removed  to  the  hospitals. 

Thomas  Rice,  Esq.  was  appointed  to  swear  the  soldiers  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  in  the  room  of  David  Fales,  Esq.  John  Lee,  Esq. 
was  appointed  to  swear  the  soldiers  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  Rush- 
worth  Jordan  for  the  county  of  York,  in  addition  to  those  already 
appointed. 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Mendon  was  read,  and  the  petition- 
ers had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  how  the  soldiers  shall  be 
supplied  with  coats,  reported,  and  Tuesday  next,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M., 
was  assigned  to  consider  the  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  memorial 
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from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  re- 
ported. The  committee  were  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  to  recom- 
mend to  the  parties  in  said  petition  mentioned,  to  leave  the  matters  in 
dispute  to  arbitration. . 

Major  Hawley,  by  leave  of  Congress,  brought  in  a  resolve,  directing 
the  receiver  general  to  pay  out  of  the  treasury,  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
other  colonies.    The  resolve  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  receiver  general  of  this  colony,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed,  as  far  as  shall  be  in  his  power,  to  pay  and  satisfy  any  drafts 
and  orders  of  this  Congress,  or  of  any  person  or  persons,  who  arc,  or 
shall  be  empowered  by  this  Congress  to  draw  on  him  for  any  sum  or 
sums  whatsoever,  in  such  notes  or  billsofcreditof  any  of  the  American 
colonies,  which,  by  a  resolution  of  this  Congress,  passed  on  the  28tli 
day  of  June  last,  are  made  payable  into  the  treasury  of  this  colony, 
where  such  orders  do  not  expressly  direct  the  payment  of  silver  or  gold. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  the  better  accommo- 
dation of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  colony  army,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  In  order  that  all  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  the  army  may  be  provided  for,  and  taken  care  of,  in 
the  best  way  and  manner  possible,  Itesolvcd,  and  it  is  hereby  Onh  rtd^ 
that  when  any  person  in  the  army  is  so  ill,  either  by  a  wound  or  oth- 
erwise, that  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  to  which  the  sick  or  wounded 
person  belongs,  finds  the  sick  or  wounded  as  abovesaid  cannot  be 
properly  taken  care  of  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  said  sur- 
geon shall  send  the  sick  or  wounded  as  abovesaid,  to  the  hospital  pro- 
vided for  the  use  of  the  camps  to  which  they  belong,  and  a  certificate 
of  the  man's  name,  and  the  company  and  regiment  to  which  he  belongs; 
and  in  that  case,  the  surgeon  of  the  said  hospital  shall  receive  said  sick 
or  wounded  under  his  care ;  and  in  case  said  hospital  shfdl  become  too 
full,  in  that  case,  the  surgeon  of  said  hospital  shall  send  such  of  his 
patients  as  may  with  safety  be  removed,  to  the  hospital  in  Watertown, 
and  a  certificate  setting  forth  the  man's  name,  what  company  and 
•regiment  each  belongs  to;  and  in  that  case  the  surgeons  of  the  Water- 
town  hospital  shall  receive  said  sick  or  wounded  under  his  care. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  last  mentioned  resolve  be  sent  to  Gen- 
erals Ward  and  Thomas. 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  account  of  Mr.  Paul  Revere, 
was  considered  and  not  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Dexter,  and  Mr.  Pickering,  be  a 
committee  to  draw  up  a  resolve  to  be  prefixed  to  the  addr esi>es  to  Gen- 
erals Washington  and  Lee,  which  are  as  follow. 
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To  His  Excellency  George  Wasldngton,  Esq.,  general  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  continental  armi/  : 

May  it  please  your  excellency  : — The  Congress  of  the  Massachu- 
setts colony,  impressed  with  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  respect, 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival,  and  to  wish  you  all 
imaginable  happiness  and  success  in  the  execution  of  your  elevated 
station. 

While  we  applaud  that  attention  to  the  public  good,  manifested  in 
your  appointment,  we  equally  admire  that  disinterested  virtue,  and  dis- 
tinguished patriotism,  which  alone  could  call  you  from  those  enjoy- 
ments of  domestic  life,  which  a  sublime  and  manly  taste,  joined  with  a 
most  affluent  fortune  can  afford,  to  hazard  your  life,  and  to  endure  the 
fatigues  of  war,  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  mankind  and  the  good 
of  your  country. 

The  laudable  zeal  for  the  common  cause  of  America,  and  compas- 
sion for  the  distresses  of  this  colony,  exhibited  by  the  great  despatch 
made  in  your  journey  hither,  fully  justify  the  universal  satisfaction  we 
have  with  pleasure  observed  on  this  occasion,  and  are  promising  presa- 
ges, that  the  great  expectations  formed  from  your  personal  character 
and  military  abilities,  are  well  founded. 

We  wish  you  may  have  found  such  regularity  and  discipline  already 
established  in  the  army,  as  may  be  agreeable  to  your  expectations. 
The  hurry  with  which  it  was  necessarily  collected,  and  the  many  dis- 
advantages, arising  from  a  suspension  of  government,  under  which  we 
have  raised  and  endeavored  to  regulate  the  forces  of  this  colony,  have 
rendered  it  a  work  of  time ;  and  though,  in  great  measure  effected,  the 
completion  of  so  difficult,  and  at  the  same  time  so  necessary  a  task,  is 
reserved  to  your  excellency,  and  we  doubt  not  will  be  properly  consid- 
ered and  attended  to. 

We  would  not  presume  to  prescribe  to  your  excellency,  but  suppos- 
ing you  would  choose  to  be  informed  of  the  general  character  of  the 
soldiers  who  compose  the  army,  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  the  great- 
est part  of  them  have  not  before  seen  service ;  and  although  naturally 
brave,  and  of  good  understanding,  yet,  for  want  of  experience  in  mili- 
tary life,  have  but  little  knowledge  of  divers  things  most  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  health  and  even  life.  The  youth  of  the  army  are  not 
possessed  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  cleanliness  in  their  dress  and 
lodging,  continual  exercise,  and  strict  temperance,  to  preserve  them 
from  diseases  frequently  prevailing  in  camps,  especially  among  those, 
who,  from  their  childhood,  have  been  used  to  a  laborious  life. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  this  Congress  will,  at  all  times,  he 
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ready  to  attend  to  such  requisitions  as  you  may  have  occasion  to  make 
to  us;  and  to  contribute  all  the  aid  in  our  power,  to  the  cause  of  Amer- 
ica, and  your  happiness  and  ease  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your 
exalted  office. 

We  most  fervently  implore  Almighty  God,  that  the  blessings  of  Divine 
Providence  may  rest  on  you;  that  your  head  may  be  covered  in  the  day 
of  battle  ;  that  every  necessary  assistance  may  be  aflbrded,  and  that  you 
may  be  long  continued,  in  life  and  health,  a  blessing  to  mankind. 

[The  following  answer  was  returned  by  General  Washington :] 

Gentlemen  : — Your  kind  congratulations  on  my  appointment  and  ar- 
rival, demand  my  warmest  acknowledgments,  and  will  ever  be  retain- 
ed in  grateful  remembrance. 

In  exchanging  the  enjoyments  of  domestic  life  for  the  duties  of  my 
present  honorable,  but  arduous  station,  J  only  emulate  the  virtue,  and 
public  spirit  of  the  whole  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  which, 
with  a  firmness  and  patriotism  without  example  in  modern  history,  has 
sacrificed  all  the  comforts  of  social  and  political  life  in  support  of  the 
rights  of  mankind,  and  the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  My  high- 
est ambition  is,  to  be  the  happy  instrument  of  vindicating  those  rights 
and  to  see  this  devoted  province  again  restored  to  peace,  liberty  and 
safety. 

The  short  space  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  my  arrival,  does  not 
permit  me  to  decide  upon  the  state  of  the  army.  The  course  of  hu- 
man affairs  forbids  an  expectation,  that  troops  formed  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, should,  at  once, 'possess  the  order,  regularity,  and  disci- 
pline of  veterans.  Whatever  deficiencies  there  may  be,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  soon  be  made  up  by  the  activity  and  zeal  of  the  officers,  and  the 
docility  and  obedience  of  the  men.  These  qualities,  united  with  their 
native  bravery  and  spirit,  will  affi^rd  a  happy  presage  of  success,  and 
put  a  final  period  to  those  distresses  which  now  overwhelm  this  once 
happy  country. 

I  most  sincerely  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  declaration  of  read- 
iness, at  all  times,  to  assist  me  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  sta- 
tion. They  are  so  complicated  and  extended,  that  I  shall  need  the  as- 
sistance of  every  good  man  and  lover  of  his  country^  I  therefore  repose 
the  utmost  confidence  in  your  aids.  In  return  for  your  affectionate  wish- 
es to  myself,  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  earnestly  implore  that  divine  be- 
ing, in  whose  hands  are  all  human  events,  to  make  you  and  your  con- 
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stitucnts,  as  distinguished  in  private  and  public  happiness,  as  you  have 
been  by  ministerial  oppression,  by  private  and  public  distress. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

To  the  Honorable  Charles  Lec^  Esq.^  major  general  of  the  coniineji- 
tal  army : 

Sir : — ^The  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  possessed  of  the 
fullest  evidence  of  your  attachment  to  the  rights  of  mankind  and  regard  to 
the  distresses,  which  America  in  general,  and  this  colony  in  particular, 
are  involved  in,  by  the  impolitic,  wicked,  and  tyrannical  system  adopted 
by  administration,  and  pursued  with  relentless  and  savage  fury,  do,  with 
pleasure,  embrace  this  opportunity  to  express  the  great  satisfaction  and 
gratitude  they  feel  on  your  appointment  as  a  major  general  in  the 
American  army.  We  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival 
here,  and  wish  you  all  possible  happiness  and  success  in  the  execution 
of  so  important  a  trust. 

We  admire  and  respect  the  character  of  a  man,  who,  disregarding 
the  allurements  of  profit  and  distinction  his  merit  might  procure,  en- 
gages in  the  cause  of  mankind,  in  defence  of  the  injured,  and  relief  of 
the  oppressed.  From  your  character,  from  your  great  abilities,  and 
military  experience,  united  with  those  of  the  commander  in  chief,  un- 
der the  smiles  of  providence,  we  flatter  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of 
discipline  and  order,  success  and  victory. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  it  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  con- 
tribute to  your  happiness.  May  the  favors  and  blessings  of  Heaven  at- 
tend you.  May  Divine  Providence  guard  and  protect  you,  conduct 
you  in  the  paths  of  honor  and  virtue,  grant  you  the  reward  of  the  brave 
and  virtuous  here,  the  applause  of  mankind,  and  the  approbation  of 
your  own  conscience  and  eternal  happiness  hereafter. 

[The  following  answer  was  returned  by  General  Lee :] 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  3Iassachu>eits  : 
Gentlemen : — Nothing  can  be  so  flattering  to  me,  as  the  good  opin- 
ion and  approbation  of  the  delegates  of  a  free  and  uncorrupted  people. 
I  was  educated  in  the  highest  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind,  and 
have  acquired,  by  a  long  acquaintance,  a  most  particular  regard  for  the 
people  of  America.  You  may  depend,  therefore,  gentlemen,  on  my 
zeal  and  integrity ;  I  can  promise  you  nothing  from  my  abilities.  God 
Almighty  grant  us  success  equal  to  the  righteousness  of  the  cause.  I 


1775.] 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


441 


thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  an  address  which  does  me  so  much  honor, 
and  shall  labor  to  deserve  it. 

Ordered,  that  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  be  paid  to  Mr.  Paul  Revere,  in 
fullj  for  engraving  four  plates,  and  printing  1-1,500  impressions,  and 
that  Mr.  Langdon  bring  in  a  resolve  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Col.  Grout,  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  devise  means  for  supporting  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown  to  the  places  of  their  destination. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  procuring  and  furnishing  a  house 
for  Generals  "Washington  and  Lee,  be  directed  to  purchase  what  things 
are  necessary,  that  they  cannot  hire. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Goodwin  and  Col.  Richmond  be  added  to  tlie 
committee  last  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  committee  be  directed  to  procure 
some  refreshment  for  the  Generals,  Washington  and  Lee. 

Mr.  Langdon,  agreeably  to  order,  brought  in  the  following  resolve, 
which  was  accepted,  viz. : 

Jlcsohed,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  tliis  col- 
ony, to  Mr.  Paul  Revere,  or  order,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  in  full,  fur 
procuring  and  engraving  four  plates,  and  printing  14,500  impressions 
of  colony  notes ;  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
same  sum  accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  means  for  securing  sundry 
whale  boats,  procured  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  and  now  lying  at 
Weymouth  and  Braintree,  beg  leave  to  report :  That  Capt.  Edmund 
Soper,  of  Braintree,  be  empowered  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Capt.  Seth  Turner's  and  Capt.  Vinton's  compa- 
nies, now  posted  in  Braintree,  to  convey  and  secure  them  in  some  safe 
and  convenient  place,  where  they  will  not  be  exposed,  either  to  the 
enemy,  or  the  weather,  and  there  to  remain  till  the  further  order  of  tiiis 
or  some  future  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock,  tomorrow  morning. 

Sabbath  dav,  July  2,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Cutt,  be  of  the  committee  for  de- 
vising means  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  to  the  places  of  their  destination,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Phillips  and  Mr.  Crane. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  securing  the  lamps  of  the  light 
houses,  was  read,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. ; 
56 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  removing 
and  securing  the  lam[)5,  witli  the  oil,  &.c.,  from  the  several  light  houses 
within  this  colony,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report 
as  follows,  viz. : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  correspondence,  or  se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  Chelsea,  to  remove  and  secure,  if  practicable, 
the  lamps  and  oil  from  the  light  house  at  the  entrance  of  Boston  har- 
bor, with  all  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging ;  also,  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  town  of  Gloucester, 
that  the  same  measures  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  light  houses 
on  Thatcher's  Island,  so  called,  and  that  tlie  keeper  of  said  lights,  with 
the  several  boats,  cattle,  &.c.,  be  also  removed  from  thence. 

Furtlicrmore,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  corres- 
pondence for  the  town  of  Plymouth,  to  remove  and  secure  the  lamps, 
oil,  Sec  ,  from  the  light  house  at  the  Gurnet,  so  called,  with  all  the  ap- 
purtenances thereto  belonging;  and,  that  the  keepers  of  the  several 
light  houses  as  above  specified,  be  discharged  from  the  service  of  this 
colony,  till  the  further  order  of  this  or  some  future  Congress,  or  House 
of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  three  copies  of  the  last  mentioned  report  be  sent  to 
the  places  in  said  report  mentioned,  and  that  the  committee,  who  drew 
the  report,  forward  the  copies. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be 
a  committee  to  write  to  Mr.  Russell,  desiring  him  to  pay  the  money 
due  from  him  to  the  treasury,  immediately. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Barrell  for  himself  and  others,  [was]  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  file.^ 

(1)  This  petition  bears  date  June  30,  1775,  and  is  as  follows : 

*'  The  petition  of  Joseph  EarrcU,  late  of  Boston,  humbly  slieweth,  that  in  the  fire  in  Boston, 
vliich  bi  sjan  in  the  soldiers'  barracks,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  his  store,  together 
with  his  cUects  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  were  consumed.  Vour  petitioner  humbly  appre- 
hends, tliattlii-i  loss  is  entirely  occasioned  by  tlie  cruel  oppression  of  the  British  administration ;  as, 
at  the  general  desire  of  the  friends  of  the  country,  he  removed  with  his  family  from  Boston,  that 
•ccne  of  distress,  and,  by  the  chicanery  of  General  Gage,  was  prevented  from  carrying  his  effects 
with  him  ;  as  he,  with  his  distressed  townsmen,  were  shamefully  deceived  by  the  fairest  promises 
of  a  speedy  removal,  w  ith  their  efiects,  without  molestation,  until  the  end  of  the  capitulation  on  the 
side  of  the  <;enerul  was  fully  answered,  and  then  they  were  insulted,  by  the  most  cruel  perversion 
of  that  comprehensive,  plain  English  word  e£'icts,  confining  it  to  a  few  trifles,  which,  when  they 
were  suficred  to  depart,  Avas  clogged  with  such  restrictions  as  will  forever  disgrace  him.  But,  not- 
withstanding all  this,  still  your  petitioner  had  been  safe,  in  all  probability,  had  not  the  General,  by  an' 
order,  as  exlraordinury  as  it  was  new,  secured  from  the  inhabitants  the  fire  engines,  and  given  the 
use  of  them  to  bis  trooj'S  ;  whereby,  as  your  j>ctitioncr  is  informed,  it  was  a  very  considerable  time 
before  they  were  in  use  at  all,  and  then  were  conducted  with  such  consummate  ignorance  as  to  be 
of  no  service ;  in  which  time,  the  Uamcs  raged  to  that  degree,  that  no  human  hcl])  could  prevci»l 
them  ;  ainl  your  petitioner  is  further  inlormed,  that  some  of  his  elfect.^,  saved  fiom  the  fire  by  his 
friends,  were  afterwards  wantonly  destroyed  b\  the  savajje  order  of  the  oUiccr  of  the  army. 
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The  letter  of  Mr.  Alexander  Slieppard,  Jiin.,  to  the  committee  of 
safety  [was]  read.^ 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  devising  uieans  for  the  support  of 
the  poor  of  Boston  and  Cliarlestown,  to  the  places  of  their  destination, 
was  read,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows: 

•  Whereas,  it  is  necessary,  that  further  provision  be  made  for  tlic  suf- 
fering poor  of  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  therefore,  Jicsolc- 
edy  that  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  produce  a  cerlitlcate  from  any 
or  either  of  the  selectmen  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  towns, 
that  they  are  of  the  poor  of  the  town  to  which  the  said  selectmen  or 
overseers  do,  or  did  in  March  last,  belong,  that  then  the  commissaries, 
in  the  towns  of  Watertown  and  Roxbury,  are  hereby  directed  to  deliv- 
er, out  of  the  province  stores,  to  them,  a  sulhciency  of  provisions  to  car- 
ry them  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  the  commissary  to  take  a  re- 
ceipt from  such  selectmen  or  overseers  therefor. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  to  treat 
sucli  poor  with  Immanity,  by  affording  them  shelter  in  their  houses 
from  the  weather,  and,  if  desired,  to  exchange  such  provisions  with 
them  as  said  poor  may  have  occasion  for  on  their  wiiy. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolve  be  published  in  the  Water- 
town,  Cambridge,  and  "W^orcester  newspapers. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Congress  met,  and  adjourned  to  Monday 
morninor,  eiorht  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  3,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  safety,  who  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  a  new  emission  of 
notes  or  bills  of  credit,  be  directed  to  sit,  and  report  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  the  first  instant,  ordering  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  army  to  be  read  monthly,  be  reconsidered. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be  directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  Josiah 

Wherefore,  your  petitioner  humbly  hopes,  tlint  his  case,  together  wiih  the  case  of  his  fellow  luf- 
ferers,  may,  by  the  honorable  Congress,  be  rcprc3tntod  to  tlie  grand  ConlinonUl  Cun^tetn,  that  «l«-y, 
in  their  great  wisdom,  may  take  such  measures  us  to  them  shall  Bcem  fit,  to  allevint<"  their  surter- 
ings,  and  that  what  is  thus  destroyed  in  the  general  cause,  niny  not  f«ll  «o  very  heavily  on  my  indi- 
vidual." 


(1)  The  letter  of  Alexander  Sheppard,  Jun.,  related  to  conipcnsation  for  surveys  of  lands  iii 
province,  now  the  state,  of  Maine. 


444 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


[July  3, 


Stevens,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  in  colony  notes  or  bills  of  credit,  pay- 
able to  said  receiver,  for  his  services  in  bringing  a  number  of  letters  to 
this  Congress,  taken  out  of  a  vessel  from  London. 

Afternoon . 

A  vote  of  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire  [was]  read,  and  Messrs. 
Child  and  Ashley,  the  bearers  thereof,  [were]  admitted  on  the  floor.^ 
They  produced  a  letter  from  JMessrs.  Bucknam  and  Wales,  to  Col.  Bay- 
ley,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  his  answer. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Dexter,  Col.  Lincoln,  Doct.  Church,  Mr. 
Pitts,  and  Capt.  Bragdon,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Messrs.  Child 
and  Ashley,  from  the  province  of  New  Hampshire. 

Ordered^  That  the  addition  of  the  words  "overseers  of  the  poor,"  be 
added  to  the  resolve  of  yesterday,  respecting  the  poor  of  the  towns  of 
Boston  and  Charlcstown. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cutt,  Col.  Farley,  and  Col.  Dwight,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Thomas  Morton,  [for 
leave  to  export  fish.] 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  for  Thomas  Irving,  Esq.,  be  opened,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  the  committee  who  were  to  take  under  con- 
sideration, what  should  be  done  with  the  letters  from  London. 

The  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Abington,  [relating  to  donations  for 
the  poor  of  Boston,]  was  read,  and  committed  to  Col.  Mitchell,  Mr. 
Lothrop,  and  Mr.  Ellis. 

Major  Goodwin,  who  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  direct- 
ing the  committee  of  supplies  to  furnish  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
who  lost  their  clothes  and  blankets,  in  the  late  engagement,  with 
clothes  and  blankets,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

.  Whereas,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  General  Ward,  provision 
was  made,  by  a  resolve  of  this  Congress,  for  private  soldiers  who  had 
lost  their  clothes  and  blankets  in  a  late  engagement,  but  no  provision 
was  made  for  non-commissioned  officers  in  similar  circumstances, 
therefore.  Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed,  to  furnish  said  non-commissioned  officers  with  clothes 
and  blankets,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  were  directed  by  said 
resolve  to  supply  said  privates. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

(1)  The  communication  from  New  Hampshire  related  to  the  establishment  of  friendlj  inter- 
eoorse  and  union  with  the  people  of  Canada- 
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Tuesday,  July  4,  1775. 

Ordered^  That  the  honorable  the  president,  lion.  INlajor  Hauley, 
and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Governor 
Trumbull,  desiring. him  to  forward  to  this  colony,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
whatever  flour  may  arrive  at  Connecticut  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Gridley  was  read,  [relating  to  the  commissions  of 
officers,]  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Partridge,  and  Mr.  Goodwin,  be 
a  committee  to  prepare  a  letter  to  General  Washington,  inforniinr^  him 
of  the  provision  this  Congress  has  made  for  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
the  army. 

An  account  of  Ephraim  Fenno  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Wheeler,  Mr.  Jewett,  and  Col.  Dwight. 

Ordered,  That  Asa  Barns,  and  other  ofilcers  of  Col.  Woodbridtre's 
regiment,  recommended  by  the  committee  of  safety,  be  commij^sioned, 
agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  said  coniniitteo. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Abington,  report- 
ed, verbally,  that  the  matter  respecting  the  donations  for  the  poor  of 
Boston,  be  considered  at  large. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Mitchell,  Capt.  Stone,  Mr.  Kollock,  Col.  Jones, 
and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Fairfield,  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  those  persons  who  were  empow- 
ered to  procure  arms  for  the  use  of  the  colony  army. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Morton,  reported.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
•   A  resolve  of  the  committetj  relative  to  the  goods  of  Thomas  Hutch- 
inson, Esq.,  and  others,  hid  in  and  about  Milton,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  Major  Bliss,  Col.  Grout,  and  Mr.  Crane. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of 
some  gentleman  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  supplies,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Vose,  who  declines  serving. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jewett,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Capt.  Thatcher,  Col. 
Jones,  Mr.  Wheeler,  Col.  Farley,  and  Mr.  Cross,  be  a  committee  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  making  a  draw  bridge  of  the  bridge  at 
Cambridge,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  General  Washington,  and  that 
said  committee  be  directed  to  sit  forthwith. 

At  the  request  of  General  Washington,  communicated  by  Mr.  Gill, 
Resolved,  that  no  more  commissions,  for  the  present,  be  delivered  to 
any  officers  of  the  colony  army,  those  employed,  more  particularly,  for 
the  protection  of  the  sea  coasts  excepted. 
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The  resolve  relative  to  furnishing  the  sohliers  with  coats,  was  con- 
sidered, and  recommitted  for  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be 
a  committee,  to  consider  in  what  manner  the  late  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  may  choose  members  to  represent  that  town  in  the 
next  General  Assembly  of  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  hereby  are  direct- 
ed, to  supply  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  with  a  good  horse  to  use  during 
his  service  as  a  chaplain  to  this  Congress. 

Ordcrtd,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Doct.  Church,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  appointing  Doct.  [Andrew]  Craigie,  a 
commissary  of  medical  stores,  and  that  said  committee  be  directed  to 
consider  what  is  a  proper  establishment  for  his  pay. 

Afleruoon. 

A  recommendation  of  the  committee  of  safety  relative  to  an  Indian's 
having  a  horse,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Par- 
tridge, and  Mr.  Glover. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown,  Capt.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Richmond,  be 
a  committee  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  supplies,  in  the  room  of  Major  Vose,  and  Capt.  Partridge  was 
chosen  in  the  room  of  Major  Vose. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  making  out  commissions,  be  di- 
rected to  make  out  a  commission  for  Samuel  Brewer,  as  adjutant  gen- 
eral, and  date  it  the  day  of  his  appointment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  write  a  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull, 
reported.  The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for 
additions  and  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  any  three  of  the  committee  of  supplies,  of  which  Mr. 
Gill  is  to  be  one,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cheever,  be  a  quorum  to  do 
business. 

The  committee  upon  the  letter  relative  to  the  Indian's  having  a 
horse,  reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  a  small  horse,  taken  by  Henries  Vomhavi,  from  Nod- 
dle's Island,  be  granted  to  the  said  Henries  for  his  own  use,  to  encour- 
age his  further  brave  conduct  and  good  behaviour  in  camp. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Spalding,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  Mr.  Johnson, 
be  a  committee  to  take  under  consideration  the  sufferings  of  Abraham 
Nimhara.^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Glover,  Doct.  '[Taylor,]  and  Col.  Grout,  be  on 

(1)  This  person  met  with  some  pecuniary  loss,  while  en.pJoyed  in  the  public  service,  in  bearing 
a  letter  to  the  Western  Indians. 

a  [Glover.] 
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the  committee  of  conference  with  the  members  from  New  Hampshire, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Pitts,  Col.  Lincoln,  and  Capt.  Bragdon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bent  be  on  the  committee  for  the  Abin2ton 
petition,  in  the  room  of  Doct.  Jones. 

Ordered,  That  the  President,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Nan- 
tucket, and  report  what  is  expedient  to  be  done  with  respect  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  ]\Ir.  Wheelock,  with  letters  from  the  Congress  of 
New  Hampshire,  be  admitted  upon  the  floor. 

Ordered,  [That]  Doct.  Church,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Major  Bliss,  be 
a  committee  to  introduce  Mr.  Wheelock,  and  also  to  deliver  a  copy  of 
the  letter  from  New  Hampshire  to  his  excellency  General  Washington, 
and  also  to  draw  an  answer  to  the  letter  from  New  Hampshire. 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  account  of  Mr.  White  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  accounts,  transmitted  to  iliis 
Congress  by  the  committee  of  safety,  beg  leave  to  report,  by  way  of 
resolve,  that  AVilliam  White  be  paid  the  sum  of  six  pounds,  la\\  ful 
money,  for  service  done  by  said  William  Wliite,  by  order  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  and  that  the  receiver  general  be  directed  to  pay  said 
sum  to  the  said  William  White. 

The  committee  appointed  to  write  to  Governor  Trumbull,  reported. 
The  report  was  read,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

May  it  please  your  honor  : 

Your  favor  of  the  27th  June,  we  received,  and  heartily  thank  you 
for  the  information  therein  given  us.  The  arrival  of  the  flour  from 
New  York  to  Norwich,  gives  us  great  pleasure,  as  we  stand  in  need  of 
large  supplies  of  that  commodity.  We  request  your  honor  to  give  or- 
ders that  the  same  may  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  our  com- 
mittee of  supplies  at  Watertown ;  and  any  further  quantities  that  may 
arrive  hereafter,  we  desire  may  be  sent,  immediately  upon  its  arrival, 
to  the  same  conmiittee;  almost  all  the  grain  in  this  colony  being 
already  brought  in,  and  our  stock  not  eciual  to  the  demands  for  bread. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  be  able  to  accjuaint  your  honor,  that  Gen- 
erals Washington  and  Lee,  with  Mr.  Milllin,  aid-de-camp  to  General 
Washington,  arrived  at  Cambridge,  last  Sabbath,  in  good  health,  a  lit- 
tle after  12  o'clock,  at  noon,  and  have  great  reason  to  expect,  from 
their  known  characters,  and  their  activity,  and  vigilance,  already  dis- 
covered, that  their  presence  in  the  army  will  be  attended  with  most 
happy  consequences.     Our  camps  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury  arc 
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daily  putting  on  a  more  defensible  appearance ;  the  health  in  our  army 
is  as  general  as  we  could  expect.  Several  privates  in  the  Cambridge 
camp  were  last  week  taken  down  with  the  small  pox,  but  we  have  great 
reason  to  hope,  that  the  precautions  taken  on  this  occurrence,  will,  by 
the  divine  blessing,  prevent  the  spreading  of  that  distemper  in  the 
camp. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  honor's 

Most  obedient  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Grout,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  from  Mr.  Sheppard, 
relative  to  the  eastern  plans  of  the  sea  coasts. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  appointing  Mr. 
Craigie,  medical  commissary,  reported.  [The  report]  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz. :  .  j- j, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Craigie  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
a  medical  commissary  and  apothecary  for  the  Massachusetts  army,  and 
that  said  Craigie  be  allowed  five  pounds  per  month,  for  his  services  as 
abovesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  making  out  commissions  make 
out  a  warrant  for  Mr.  Craigie,  medical  commissary. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  loss  of  In- 
dian Nimham,  reported.  The  report  was  read,  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

The  conmiittee  appointed  to  consider  the  losses  of  Abraham  Nim- 
ham, in  his  journey  to  Cagnawauga,  in  carrying  a  message  to  the 
Indians,  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  resolve  :  That  the  said  Abra- 
ham Nimham  be  paid  the  sum  of  thirty-six  shillings,  lawful  money,  and 
that  the  receiver  general  be  directed  to  pay  the  said  sum  to  Jahleel 
Woodbridge,  Esq.,  and  he  to  account  with  the  said  Abraham  Nimham. 

Kc.^olvcd,  That  this  Congress  will  attend  to  matters  of  the  greatest 
importance,  that  they  may  finish  the  business  and  dissolve,  sometime 
before  the  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

Ordered,  That  the  matter  contained  in  a  resolve  of  the  committee 
of  safety,  relating  to  the  effects  of  refugees,  being  before  provided  for 
by  this  Congress,  subside. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  morning,  8  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  5,  1775. 
A  letter  from  William  Tollman,  of  Dartmouth,  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  connnittee  appointed  to  consider  at  large  of  the  donations 
for  the  poor  of  Boston. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Morton  was 
read,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  The  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Morton,  beg  leave  to  report  by 
way  of  resolve : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted,  and  that 
William  Powell,  Esq.,  late  of  Boston,  have  leave  to  export  one  thousand 
quintals  of  Jamaica  old  codfish,  to  the  West  Indies,  and  tluit  tlic  con:- 
mittee  of  correspondence  in  Newburyport  see  that  the  said  William 
Powell,  Esq.  strictly  complies  with  the  resolutions  of  the  continental 
and  provincial  Congresses. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Greenlcaf,  Col.  Richmond,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Glover,  andCapt.  Holmes,  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  General  AVa<h- 
ington,  to  inform  him  that  this  Congress  have  it  in  contemplation  to 
rise  this  week,  and  to  know  if  he  has  any  matter  to  lay  before  tli<i 
Congress. 

A  list  of  surgeons  who  have  been  examined  and  approved  of,  by  a 
committee  of  this  Congress,  was  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Doct.  David  Jones,  surgeon;  Samuel  Blanchard,  mate,  in  Col,  Gt  v- 
rish's  regiment;  Aaron  Putnam,  mate,  in  Col.  Fry's  regiment;  Joseph 
Hunt,  mate  to  Doct.  Joseph  Foster,  in  Cambridge  hospital ;  Jacob 
Bacon,  mate  in  Col.  Scammon's  regiment;  Harris  Clary  Fridges, 
mate;  Edward  Durant,  surgeon,  Col.  Mansfield's  regiment;  Josiidi 
Harvey,  mate.  Col.  Fellow's  regiment;  Abraham  Watson,  Jr.,  surgeon, 
William  Vinal,  mate,  Col.  Gardner's  regiment;  Doct.  John  Georges, 
mate.  General  Heath's  regiment;  Doct.  Isaac  Spafford,  surgeon,  Col. 
Nixon's  [regiment] ;  Doct.  John  Crooker,  surgeon  in  Col.  Scammon's 
regiment;  Doct.  Walter  Hastings,  surgeon  in  Col.  Bridges'  [regi- 
ment] ;  Doct.  Timothy  Child,  surgeon,  in  Col.  Patterson's  [regiment]  ; 
Doct.  Levi  Willard,  surgeon,  in  Col.  Reed's  [regiment]  ;  Doct.  Daniel 
Parker,  surgeon,  in  Col.  Walker's  [regiment] ;  and  Doct.  Thomas 
Kiltridge,  surgeon,  in  Col.  Fry's  regiment. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  warrants  be  made  out  for  them  agreea- 
bly thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  Congress  relative  to  the  date  of  the  war- 
rants for  the  staff  officers,  be  so  far  reconsidered,  as  that  the  warrants 
for  the  surgeons  be  dated  the  2Sth  June,  ultimo. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  deliver  out 
commissions  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  be  a  committee  to  prepare, 
and  lay  before  this  Congress,  a  list  of  such  as  have  been  commissioa 
ed. 
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A  form  of  a  warrant  for  a  medical  commissary,  was  read  and  accept- 
ed, and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to   

 ,  Greeting. 

We,  being  informed  of  your  skill  in  medicine,  and  reposing  especial 
trust  and  confidence  in  your  ability  and  good  conduct,  do,  by  these 

presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  the  said  ,  to  be 

medical  commissary  and  apothecary  to  the  army  raised  by  this  Con- 
gress, for  the  defence  of  this  colony.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and 
diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  medical  commissary  and  apothe- 
cary in  all  things  appertaining  thereto,  observing  such  orders  and  in- 
structions as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  any  your  su- 
perior oflicers,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  established  by  said 
Congress,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  sufiicicnt  warrant. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

   ,  President. 

Ordered,  That  Col  Smith,  Mr.  Plympton,  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Bigelow, 
Deacon  Stone,  Capt.  Brown,  Major  Fuller,  and  Capt.  Stone,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  procure  two  hundred  axes  with  helves,  immediately,  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  and  when  procured,  to  forward  them  immediately  to 
General  AVa.sliington,  or  his  order,  and  lay  before  the  Congress  a  list 
of  the  persons  of  whom  they  shall  be  procured,  with  the  price  agreed 
on,  and  that  the  connnittee  assure  the  persons  of  whom  they  may  pro- 
cure said  axes,  that  they  shall  be  paid  for,  as  soon  as  the  Congress  can 
make  provision  therefor. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  in  what  manner  the  late  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Boston,  should  choose  representatives,  report- 
ed. The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  sent  immediately  to  Mr.  William  Cooper;  viz.: 

As  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  fit  and  reasonable,  that  the  good  peo- 
ple of  the  town  of  Boston,  though  at  present  in  a  dispersed  state,  should 
have  a  just  and  equal  representation  in  the  great  and  general  assembly 
of  this  colony  ;  and  as  the  choice  of  representatives  for  that  purpose, 
in  legal  town  meeting,  convened,  in  the  common  and  ordinary  way,  is, 
at  present,  utterly  impracticable,  therefore.  Resolved,  that  iMr.  AVilliam 
Cooper,  town  clerk  of  Boston,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  di- 
rected, by  notifications,  under  his  hand,  in  the  several  newspapers,  im- 
mediately to  notify  and  give  warning  to  the  freeholders  and  others  who 
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were  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Boston,  and  were  qualified  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  vote  for  representatives  in  May,  177-1,  and  are  now 
dispersed,  to  assemble  and  meet  at  the  meetinrj-iioiise  in  Concord,  on 
Tuesday,  the  18th  day  of  July,  instant,  at  three  o'clock,  in  tlie  after- 
noon, then  and  there,  to  elect  and  depute  one  or  niore  Irechohiers  in 
said  town,  accordincr  to  the  numbers  limited  bv  a  law  of  this  colony,  to 
serve  for,  and  represent  them  in  a  great  and  general  court  or  assenibly, 
to  be  convened,  held,  and  kept,  for  the  service  of  said  colony,  until  tlie 
day  next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  of  IMay  next,  if  necessary,  and 
no  longer,  at  the  meeting-house  in  Watertown,  upon  AVodnesday  tlie 
19th  instant,  by  nine  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  and  so,  from  day  to  day, 
during  their  session  or  sessions.  Hereof  he  is  desired  not  to  fail,  and 
make  return  of  this  resolve,  with  the  name  or  names  ol  the  person  and 
persons  elected  or  deputed  by  a  mnjor  part  of  the  electors  present,  unto 
the  great  and  general  assembly,  at  the  time  and  place  above  menlioncd 
for  its  meeting.  .  ^ 

The  committee  appointed  the  ^2d  instant,  to  prepare  a  letter  to  tlie 
Hon.  James  Russell,  Es(i.,  reported.  The  draft  prepared,  was  accept- 
ed, ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  president,  and  forwarded,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Sir  : — The  present  necessity  for  cash  is  such,  that  it  is  necessary  for 
this  Congress  to  direct  you  to  pay  in  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver 
general  of  this  colony,  all  the  public  money  in  your  hands  or  care,  be- 
longing to  said  colony,  without  further  delay. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

   ^  President. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Russell,  Esq.,  of  Dunstable. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Holmes,  Capt.  Carpenter,  Mr.  Glover,  Mr. 
Jewett,  and  Mr.  Parker,  be  a  committee  to  consider  some  method  to 
prevent  conveying  intelligence  to  our  enemies,  and  also  to  put  a  stop 
to  supplying  them  with  provisions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  General  Wash- 
ington, relative  to  making  a  draw  bridge  of  the  bridge  at  Cambridge, 
reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, relative  to  making  the  bridge  over  Charles  river,  in  Cambridge, 
a  draw  bridge,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
his  excellency  suggested,  that  he  apprehends  it  to  be  of  great  impor- 
tance, that  this  business  be  immediately  entered  upon  ;  also,  he  men- 
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tioncd,  that  lie  did  not  intend  the  passing  and  repassing  should  be  im- 
peded. His  excellency  recommends  to  the  Congress  the  doing  it,  as 
they  are  the  best  judges  of  proper  persons  to  be  employed.  His  excel- 
lency hinted,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  to  be  consulted  as  to 
the  manner  of  its  being  done.  Per  order,  Dummer  Jewett. 

[The  same  committee,  being  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative 
to  said  bridge,  reported  the  following,  which  was  accepted,  viz. :] 

Whereas,  his  excellency  General  Washington,  has  signified  to  this 
Congress  his  desire,  that  the  bridge  over  Charles  river,  in  Cambridge, 
should  be  made  a  draw  bridge,  and  that  the  Congress  would  see  to  the 
doing  of  it,  immediately,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  Capt.  Thatcher,  Mr. 
Whittemore,  i\Jr.  Temple,  Mr.  Cross,  and  Capt.  Parker,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  procure  materials,  and  employ  a  suitable  number  of  artificers, 
for  accomplishing  the  aforementioned  business,  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tion of  his  excellency  General  Washington ;  the  same  to  be  done  at 
the  immediate  expense  of  this  colony ;  and,  that  the  committee  render 
to  this  Congress  or  some  future  House  of  Representatives,  their  account 
of  said  expense. 

Jlesolved,  That  three  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  some  person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  supplies,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Partridge,  who,  at  his  request,  has  been  excused,  and  that 
in  such  choice,  the  members  of  the  Congress  may  have  liberty  to  vote 
for  any  person  who  may  not  belong  to  the  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  donations  for  the  poor 
of  Boston,  reported.    The  report  was  recommitted. 

A  petition  of  Jonathan  Brewer,  [relating  to  recruits  for  his  regi- 
ment,] was  read,  and  committed  to  Deacon  Stickney,  Doct.  Taylor,  and 
Col.  Spaulding. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Lothrop,  and  Mr.  Jewett,  be  a 
committee  to  distribute  the  pamphlets  which  contain  depositions  rela- 
tive to  the  battle  of  Lexington. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Glover  be  of  the  committee  for  stationing  the 
soldiers  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gerry,  excused. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  procure  fire-arms,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  Messrs.  John  Bliss,  William  Page,  Abie!  Sadler,  and 
Lemuel  Kollock,  were  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  collect  a  number 
of  fire-arms,  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  and  have  delivered  said  arms  to 
the  committee  of  safety,  at  Cambridge,  as  appears  by  receipts  from 
said  committee,  and  have  exhibited  their  accounts  for  said  service. 
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which  accounts  appear  to  be  reasonable :  therefore,  Hcsolvcd,  that 
there  be  paid  by  the  receiver  general,  to  the  several  persons  oforesaid, 
the  following  sums,  viz. :  to  John  Bliss,  the  sum  of  £o  lis. ;  to  Wil- 
liam Page,  £6  17s.;  to  Abiel  Sadler,  ^5  105.;  to  Lemuel  Kollock, 
£3  10s.  6(1;  being  £21  18s.  Sd.,  in  full  of  the  aforesaid  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  list  of  persons  of  whom  the  arms  were  procured, 
be  lodged  with  the  receiver  general. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Col.  Bowers,  and  Mr.  Jewett,  bo  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  General  \yard.i 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  eighteen 
Stockbridge  Indians,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  by  a  petition  from  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians  enlisted  in  the  American  army,  that  they,  in  their  more 
serious  hours,  being  sensible  of  their  want  of  prudence  in  disposing  of 
their  money,  are  desirous  that  this  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  would 
devise  some  method  to  prevent  their  getting  too  much  strong  <Irink, 
and  they  also  request  that  all  their  wages,  that  are  now  due,  or  shall 
hereafter  be  due  to  them  for  their  services,  be  paid  to  Timothy  Ed- 
wards, and  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esq.,  or  to  their  order:  ihereforc, 
llcsolvcd,  that  Timothy  Edwards,  or  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esqrs.  be, 
and  are  hereby  empowered,  to  draw  the  wages  of  the  aforesaid  Indians, 
and  deal  out  the  same  as  they  shall  find  said  Indians  have  need  thereof, 
according  to  any  order  or  orders  of  this  Congress,  that  have  been,  or 
shall  hereafter  be  made,  for  paying  all  or  any  part  of  the  wages  due  to 
the  soldiers,  and  render  an  account  of  their  doings  to  this,  or  some 
future  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives,  when  required.  And 
the  receiver  general  is  accordingly  directed  to  pay  the  same  to  the  said 
Timothy  Edwards,  or  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esqrs.,  as  aforesaid,  and 
take  their  receipt  therefor.  And  it  is  also  recommended  and  enjoined 
by  this  Congress,  that  all  persons  who  sell  spirituous  liquors,  be  par- 
ticularly careful  not  to  let  said  Indians  have  too  much  strong  drink,  as 
that  wholly  unfits  them  for  any  service. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  letter  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Sheppard,  reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Sheppard,  beg  leave  to  report,  by  way  of  resolve,  as  follows,  viz. : 
Resolved,  that  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  Mr.  Alexander 
Sheppard,  jun.,  that  he  retain  in  his  hands  all  the  plans  he  hath  of  the 

(1)  The  letter  of  General  Ward  related  to  supplies  of  arms  aad  provisions  fur  the  »oWi«fi  in 
camp. 
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province  of  Maine,  and  that  he  do  not  suffer  them  to  go  out  of  his 
possession,  to  any  person,  upon  any  consideration,  until  the  further 
order  of  this,  or  some  future  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  part  of  the  resolve,  relative  to  the  light-houses,  which 
empowered  the  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence  to  remove 
and  secure  the  lamps  and  oil  from  the  light-house  at  the  entrance  of 
Boston  harbor,  be  reconsidered,  and  that  Mr.  Crane,  Capt.  Holmes, 
and  Deac.  Washburn,  be  a  committee  to  consider  at  large,  on  some 
measures  for  removing  and  securing  the  lamps  and  oil  aforesaid. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bancroft,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Lyon,  dated  Machias,  June 
17,  1775,1 

AAernoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  the  donations  for 
the  poor  of  Boston,  reported.  The  report  was  recommitted,  and  Mr. 
Batchelder  added  to  the  committee,  in  the  room  of  Capt.  Stone,  absent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  general  assembly  together,  at  any  time  sooner  than  the  19th 
instant,  if  occasion  should  require,  [reported.]  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  this  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Congress  of  this  continent,  have  sent  out  their  letters  to  the 
several  towns  in  this  colony,  desiring  that  representatives  might  be 
elected  and  returned  by  them,  to  serve  in  a  great  or  general  court,  or 
assembly,  to  be  convened,  held,  and  kept,  for  the  service  of  this  colony, 
at  Watertown,  on  the  19th  day  of  July  current;  and  whereas,  such 
unforeseen  events  may  take  pi  ace,,  between  this  time  and  the  said  19tli 
day  of  July,  as  may  render  the  convening  of  such  general  court  or  as- 
sembly, at  Watertown  aforesaid,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  very  improper 
and  unsafe ;  therefore.  Resolved,  that  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Mr.  Gill, 
Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  White  of  Brookline,  and  Capt.  Thatcher,  be  a 
committee,  in  case  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  judge  it  im- 
proper and  unsafe,  that  such  general  assembly  should  be  convened  at 
the  said  Watertown,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  to  agree  upon,  and  deter- 
mine, at  what  other  place  in  this  colony,  the  said  general  assembly 
should  be  convened ;  and  the  said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  determine  at  what  place  it  shall 
be  most  expedient,  that  the  said  general  assembly  should  be  convened, 

(1)  James  Lyon,  chaimian  of  tho  committee  of  safety,  Informs  Congress,  that  the  people  of  the 
town  had  determined  to  arm  a  sloop,  captured  from  the  enemy,  to  defend  tlieir  harbor,  and  express^ 
ing  deep  sense  of  "  their  own  weakness,"  applied  "  for  advice  and  support." 
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and  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  several  persons  who  have  been,  or 
may  be  cliosen  to  serve  in  such  assembly,  in  sucli  Avay  and  manner  as 
they  shall  judge  most  expeditious  and  elTectual. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Church,  Col.  Bowers,  and  Mr.  Baylev,  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  General  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  fur- 
nishing his  table,  and  know  what  he  expects  relative  thereto,  and  that 
they  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  necessary  furni- 
ture for  the  house  provided  for  General  Washington,  complete  the 
business  of  their  commission  by  purchase,  or  by  borrowing. 

Ordered,  That  xMr.  Wheeler,  Col.  Grout,  and  Mr.  Durfee,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Winiiirop.^ 

A  letter  from  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq.  of  Ne\vburyj)ort,  M  as  read, 
accompanying  sundry  letters  brought  by  Capt.  Folgcr,  from  London,'* 
a  jacket  enclosed  to  Major  Sill,  of  the  iVMX  regiment;  also,  three  m.ips 
enclosed  to  said  Major  Sill,  viz.:  one  of  New  England,  one  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  and  one  of  New  York ;  whereupon,  On/t  rrd, 
that  the  jacket  be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  secretary,  till  further 
orders  of  Congress,  and  that  the  maps  be  put  into  the  han<ls  of  the 
committee  of  supplies,  and  they  are  directed  to  get  them  framed  for 
the  use  of  the  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  General  AVashing- 
ton,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

[  To  his  Excellency  General  Washington ;] 

This  Congress  ordered  the  enclosed  resolution  to  be  prepared,  and 
sent  to  Generals  Ward  and  Thomas;  but  by  the  agreeable  event  of 
your  excellency's  appointment  to  the  chief  command  of  the  American 
army,  and  arrival  at  camp,  the  propriety  of  that  step  ceases.  We  mean 
not  to  dictate  to  your  excellency,  but  presume,  that  to  secure  the 
health  of  the  army,  and  [to  afford]  relief  for  the  sick,  will  naturally 
engage  your  attention.  Every  thing  in  the  power  of  this  Congress  [to 
do]  to  enable  you  to  discharge,  with  ease,  the  duties  of  your  exalted 
and  important  station,  will  be,  by  us,  attended  to,  with  the  greatest 

(1)  Jameg  Winthrop,  Esq.,  Postmaster  of  Cambridge,  represented  that  the  income  of  the  ofllro 
was  insufficient  for  his  support,  that  he  had  no  otiier  busiucss  to  add  by  its  profits  to  his  rc»fuue, 
and  tendered  his  resignation. 

(2)  The  letters  enclosed  in  the  communication  of  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  E«q.,  were  principally  of 
domestic  character,  from  the  relatives,  connexions,  aiid  friends  of  soldiers  and  oilicers  of  the  royal 
troops  in  Boston. 
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alacrity.    If  the  enclosed  resolution  has  that  tendency,  we  attain  the 
end  intended  by  transmitting  to  you  the  same,  and  are,  with  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  humble  servants. 

Ordered^  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Pitts,  and  Mr,  Lothrop,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
supplies  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Partridge.  The  committee  having  attend- 
ed that  service,  reported,  that  Mr.  Lothrop  was  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve,  directing  the  committee  of  supplies  to 
get  the  three  maps  framed,  be  reconsidered,  and  that  the  secretary  be 
directed  to  take  care  of  them,  as  they  are  for  the  use  of  the  colony. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  how  the  soldiers 
should  be  provided  with  coats,  was  again  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  thirteen  thousand  coats  be  provided,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  and  one  thereof  given  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier 
in  the  Massachusetts  forces,  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  on 
the  23d  day  of  April  last ;  and  in  order  to  facilitate  their  being  pro- 
cured : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  thirteen  thousand  coats  be  proportioned  im- 
mediately on  all  the  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  except  the  towns 
of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  [in  proportion]  as  they  paid  to  the  last 
provincial  tax ;  which  towns  and  districts  are  desired  to  cause  them  to 
be  made  of  good  plain  cloth,  preference  to  be  given  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  supplies, 
without  buttons,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  jiext,  and  sooner 
if  possible.  That  for  every  yard  of  such  cloth  of  seven-eighths  of  a  yard 
wide,  they  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  five  shillings  four 
pence,  and  in  that  proportion  for  cloth  of  a  greater  or  less  width,  and 
the  sum  of  four  shillings  for  making  each  and  every  coat ;  and  the  se- 
lectmen of  each  town  and  district,  respectively,  are  directed  to  lay  their 
accounts  before  the  committee  of  supplies,  who  arc  ordered  to  draw  on 
the  receiver  general  for  the  payment  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  each  coat  be  faced  with  the  same  kind  of  cloth  of 
which  it  is  made ;  that  the  coats  be  made  in  the  common  plain  way, 
without  lappels,  short,  and  with  small  folds,  and  that  the  selectmen 
cause  a  certificate  to  be  sewed  to  the  inside  of  each  coat,  purporting 
from  what  town  it  came,  and  by  whom  the  coat  was  made,  and  if  the 
cloth  was  manufactured  in  this  country,  by  whom  it  was  manufactur-t 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
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directed,  immediately,  to  proportion  the  coats  on  the  several  towns  and 
districts  as  aforesaid,  inform  them  of  their  proportion,  and  assure  them 
that  tlie  coats  they  supply  shall  be  delivered  to  the  men  of  their  town 
respectively,  so  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  and  enclose  to  them  a 
sample  of  the  goodness  of  the  cloth  of  which  the  coats  arc  to  be  made, 
with  a  copy  of  this  and  the  foregoing  resolves,  and  to  desire  those 
towns  and  districts  who  cannot  supply  the  whole  of  their  proportion  of 
the  coats  as  aforesaid,  and  also  those  who  can  supply  more  than  their 
proportion,  to  give  them  information  what  number  they  can  supply,  on, 
or  before  the  tenth  day  of  August  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  provide  all  the  coats  proportioned  on  such  towns  and  dis- 
tricts as  give  information  to  them  as  aforesaid,  that  they  cannot  supply 
them,  and  they  are  to  cause  all  the  coats  to  be  buttoned  with  pewter 
buttons,  and  that  the  coats  for  each  regiment,  respectively,  have  hui- 
tons  of  the  same  number  stamped  on  the  face  of  them. 

[The  committee  reported  the  following  schedule  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  coats,  which  was  accepted. ]i 

[Suffolk  County. — Roxbury,  182;  Dorchester,  9G  ;  Milton,  5G  ;  IJrain- 
tree,  103 ;  Weymouth,  G6  ;  Hingham,  88  ;  Dedham,  104  ;  Medfield, 
42;  Wrentham,  105;  Ijrookline,  43 ;  Needham,  43 ;  Stoughton, 
82 ;  Stoughtonham,  37  ;  Medway,  43;  Bellingham,  29 ;  Hull,  21  ; 
Walpole,  33;  Chelsea,  31 ;  Cohasset,  30. 

Essex  County. — Salem,  380;  Danvers,  IIG;  Ipswich,  204;  Newbury, 
177;  Newburyport,  184  ;'  Marblehead,  2G5 ;  Lynn,  93  ;  Andover, 
189;  Beverly,  112;  Rowley,  89;  Salisbury,  77 ;  Haverhill,  113 ; 
Gloucester,  1G3;  Topsfield,  43;  Boxford,  54;  Almsbury,  G9 ;  Brad- 
ford, G3  ;  Wenham,  41  ;  Middleton,  34  ;  Manchester,  33;  Methu- 
cn,  54. 

Mi(ldU>cr  County. — Cambridge,  US;  Watertown,  49;  Woburji,  8J  ; 
Concord,  73;  Newton  GG  ;  Reading,  77;  Marlborough,  89;  Bdle- 
rica,  CI  ;  Framingham,  71 ;  Lexington,  49;  Chelmsford,  55  ;  Sher- 
burne, 3G;  Sudbury,  95  ;  Maiden,  45  ;  Weston,  45,  Medford,  GO; 
Littleton,  44  ;  Hopkinton,  45 ;  Westford,  51 ;  Waltharn,  44  ;  Stow, 
41;  Groton,  69;   Shirley,  25;   Pepperell,  37;   Townsend,  30; 


(1)  The  schedule  of  apportionment  omitted  in  the  journal,  waa  printed  in  connexion  with  the  re- 
sohca,  in  handbills,  and  is  copied  from  the  publication  made  at  the  time  of  its  accci>tancc. 
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Ashby,  12  ;  Stonehani,  IG  ;  Natick,  23;  Dracut,  39  ;  Bedford,  31 ; 
Ilolliston,  38  ;  Tewksbury,  31  ;  Acton,  37  ;  Dunstable,  33  ;  Lin- 
coln, 33;  Wilmington,  29. 

Hampshire  County. — Springfield,  71  ;  Wilbraham,  3G  ;  Northampton, 
81  ;  Southampton,  29 ;  Hadley,  33 ;  South  Hadley,  25  ;  Amherst, 
38;  Granby,  17;  Hatfield,  37;  Whately,  13;  Williamsburg,  9; 
Westfield,  57;  Deerfield,  4J  ;  Greenfield,  2(3 ;  Sherburne,  16  ;  Con- 
way, 17;  Sunderland,  25  ;  Montague,  20;  Northfield,  30 ;  Brim- 
field,  4S  ;  South  Brimfield,  30  ;  Monson,  26;  Pelham,  27;  Green- 
wich, 27;  Blanford,  20  ;  Leverett,  5;  Palmer,  28  ;  Granville,  47; 
New  Salem,  25  ;  Belchcrtown,  31  ;  Colrain,  17  ;  Ware,  14;  War- 
wick, 12;  Bernardston,  16;  Murrayfield,  17;  Charlemont,  12; 
Ashfield,  14  ;  Worthington,  7;  Shutesbury,  16;  Chesterfield,  26: 
Southwick,  23  ;  West  Springfield,  72;  Ludlow  District,  23. 

Plymouth  County. — Plymouth,  100;  Scituate,  125;  Duxbury,  44; 
Marshfield,  54  ;  Bridgewater,  188 ;  Middleborough,  160;  Roches- 
ter, 86  ;  Plympton,  56  ;  Pembroke,  66  ;  Kingston,  38  ;  Hanover, 
37;  Abington,  46;  Halifax,  24;  Wareham,  30. 

Barnstable  County. — Barnstable,  94  ;  Sandwich,  74  ;  Yarmouth,  66  ; 
Eastham,  49  ;  Harwich,  60 ;  Wellfleet,  38  ;  Chatham,  26  ;  Truro, 
33;  Falmouth,  53. 

Bristol  County. — Taunton,  105;  Rehoboth,  147;  Swanzey  with 
Shawamet,  67;  Dartmouth,  244 ;  Norton,  55;  Mansfield,  35;  At- 
tleborough,  88  ;  Dighton,  49  ;  Freetown,  58  ;  Raynham,  37  ; 
Easton,  41;  Berkley,  29. 

YorJc  County.— York,  lU]  Kittery,  125 ;  Wells,  89  ;  Berwick,  134 ; 
Arundel,  41;  Biddeford,  46 ;  Pepperellborough,  34  ;  Lebanon,  9; 
Sanford,  10;  Buxton,  10. 

Dukes  County. — Edgartown,  36  ;  Chilmark,  44 ;  Tisbury,  32. 

Nantucket  County. — Sherburne,  174. 

Worcester  County. — Worcester,  93;  Lancaster,  116 ;  Mendon,  88; 
Brookfield,  112;  Oxford,  41  ;  Charlton,  41  ;  Sutton,  11!;  Leices- 
ter, 41;  Spencer,  37;  Paxton,  24;  Rutland,  53;  Oakhanj,  16; 
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Rutland  District,  4G  ;  llubbardston,  8 ;  New  Braintree,  37 ;  South- 
borough,  54  ;  \Ycstboiough,  4o ;  Nortliborough,  oO  ;  Shrewsbury, 
79;  Lunenburgh,  57  ;  Fitcliburg,  lo  ;  Uxbridgc,  55  ;  Harvard,  50  ; 
Dudley,  37  ;  Bolton,  55;  Upton,  23;  Sturbridge,  51  ;  Leoniin-tcr, 
43;  Hardwick,  Gl  ;  Holden,  30;  Western,  3-^;  Dougbiss,  'J4  ;  Graf- 
.  ton,  42  ;  Petersham,  43  ;  Iloyalston,  9  ;  Westminster,  37  ;  Athol, 
23;  Templeton,  28  ;  Princeton,  24  ;  Ashburnham,  12  ;  Winciien- 
don,  10. 

Cumberland  County. — Falmouth,  14G;  Cape  Elizabeth,  53;  Nortli 
Yarmoutli,  54  ;  Scarborough,  52  ;  Brunswick,  27  ;  Harpswell,  2G; 
Gorham,  27;  Windham,  10;  Piersontown,  5;  New  Boston,  3;  New 
Gloucester,  20. 

Lincoln  County. — Pownalborough,  25  ;  Georgetown,  50  ;  Woolwich, 
15;  Newcastle,  13;  Topsham,  13;  Booth-Buy,  14;  Bristol,  20; 
Bowdoinham,  3 ;  Medumcook,  3;  Ilallowell,  4 ;  Broad-Bay,  10; 
Vassalborough,  3;  St.  Georges,  10;  Winthrop,  3;  Winslow,  3; 
Gardinerston,  7. 

Berkshire  County. — Sheffield,  Gl ;  Great  Barrington,  37 ;  Stockbridge, 
29;  Pittsfield,  37;  New  Marlborough,  34  ;  Egremont,14;  Richmond, 
26;  Lenox,  IG;  Tyringham,  14  ;  Lanesborough,  37  ;  Sandisfield, 
26;  Williamstown,  23 ;  Becket,  10;  Gageborough,  12;  Partridge- 
field,  7;  East  Hoosuck,  11;  Jericho,  5;  Plantation,  No.  5,  7; 
Plantation,  No.  7,  7. 

Suffolk,  1189;  Essex,  2553;  Middlesex,  1778;  Hampshire, 
1204;  Plymouth,  1054;  Barnstable,  493;  Bristol,  953; 
York,  612;  Dukes  County,  112;  Nantucket,  174;  Worces- 
ter, 184G ;  Cumberland,  423 ;  Lincoln,  19G ;  Berkshire, 
413;   13,000] 

ResoJvcdf  That  Mrs.  Dorothy  Coolidge  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  public  treasury  of  this  colony,  the  sum  of  X7  15^  8r/,  in  full  of  her 
account,  and  the  receiver  general  of  this  colony,  is  hereby  ordered  to 
pay  the  aforesaid  sum  of  £7  15s  8c^,  to  the  said  Dorothy  Coolidge,  or 
order,  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  tomorrow  morning. 
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Thursday  July  6,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnson  and  Doct.  Jones,  be  of  the  committee 
to  answer  the  letter  from  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  room 
of  Doct.  Church  and  Mr.  Hopkins. 

Ordered  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed  to  supply  Gener- 
al Washington  with  some  faithful,  expeditious  person,  to  go  on  express 
to  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  a  committee  to  desire 
General  Washington  to  let  them  know  if  there  is  any  house  at  Cam- 
bridge, that  would  be  more  agreeable  to  him  and  General  Lee  than 
that  in  which  they  now  are ;  and  in  that  case,  the  said  committee  are 
directed  to  procure  such  house,  and  put  it  in  proper  order  for  their  re- 
ception. 

The  committee  of  safety,  by  Col.  Palmer,  reported  a  resolve  relative 
to  a  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit,  the  consideration  whereof  was  re- 
ferred to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Farley,  Mr.  Durfee,  and  Capt.  Holmes,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett,  dated  New 
York,  June  26,  1775,  relative  to  a  quantity  of  flour  forwarded  to  Nor- 
wich, &,c.,  for  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  hereby  are  em- 
powered and  directed,  to  impress,  for  tiie  service  of  the  colony,  the 
saw  mill  at  said  Watertown,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Cook,  or  any  other 
mill  which  they  have  occasion  for,  for  the  public  service. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Tyng  and  Mr.  Fox,  be  added  to  the  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  accounts  that  might  be  transmit- 
ted to  Congress  by  the  committee  of  safety,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Loth- 
rop  and  Deacon  Fisher. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  supplies,  be  directed  to  forward  to 
Newport,  the  letter  to  Lieut.  Governor  Cook,  received  by  this  Con- 
gress in  a  letter  from  the  Continental  Congress, 

A  letter  from  John  Fenton,  Esq.,  was  read  [and]  ordered  to  sub- 
side.i 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Col.  Grout,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  committee  of  this  Congress 
this  day  returned  from  their  embassy  to  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baker  be  added  to  the  committee  to  examine 
Major  Barber's  account. 


(1)  Mr.  Fenton,  a  prisoner  at  Medford,  desired  to  be  removed  to  liead  quarters,  and  to  have  a  trial, 
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Ordered,  That  Col.  Tyng,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Bliss,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  an  account  exhibited  by  Doct.  Church  and  Mr.  Gil), 
of  the  expense  of  entertaining  and  escorting  Generals  Washington  and 
Lee,  from  Springfield  to  head  quarters. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Major  Bliss,  and  Mr.  Jewett,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  this  day  returned 
from  Ticonderoga,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  and  also  the  rolls 
made  up  by  Capt.  Noble  and  Capt.  Derrick. 

Aficnioon. 

A  letter  from  General  Green  was  read,  and  committed  to  Col.  Davis, 
Col.  Tyng,  and  Mr.  Reed.i 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Davis,  Mr.  Fessenden,  and  Capt.  Page,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  petition  of  Josiah  Capon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whittemore,  Major  Bliss  and  Col.  Duight,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  account  of  Mr.  Allen  Gray,  and  report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  services  of  the  secretary,  and  report  wliat  grant 
they  think  is  adequate  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Doct. 
Taylor,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  explanatory  of  tlie  sense 
of  Congress  expressed  in  a  resolve  of  the  31st  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
estates  of  refugees. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  account  of  Doct.  Church 
and  Mr.  Gill,  reported  verbally,  that  they  had  examined  the  account, 
and  found  it  well  vouched,  and  thought  it  ought  to  be  allowed. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  that  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  pay  Doct.  Benjamin  Church  and  Mr.  Moses  Gill,  or  their 
order,  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  pounds,  five  shillings,  ten  pence,  lawful 
money,  in  discharge  of  an  account  by  them  exhibited,  of  the  expenses 
of  escorting  and  entertaining  Generals  Washington  and  Lee  from 
Springfield  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  this  Con- 
gress of  the  first  instant,  to  agree  with  such  teamsters  as  they  may 
employ  to  convey  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Charlestown  i.o  certain 
towns  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  be  directed  to  pay  them  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  shilling  per  ton,  per  mile,  for  such  service,  instead  of 
nine  pence,  the  price  fixed  in  said  resolve,  and  that  said  comnnttee  be 

(1)  General  Green  requested,  that  Congress  would  interfere  to  restrain  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  in  the  camp,  the  health,  discipline,  and  morals  of  the  troops  being  impaired  by  unlicensed 
indulgence. 
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likewise  directed  and  empowered  to  remove  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston  in  like  manner. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  a  new  emission  of 
bills  of  credit,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  recommitted  to  Mr. 
Spooner,  Major  Hawlcy,  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt.  Stone  and  Mr.  AVheeler, 
who  are  directed  to  consider  the  sum  of  the  bills  already  impressed 
and  the  propriety  of  striking  off  more  from  the  same  plates. 

Resolved,  That  the  conmiittee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  pay  the 
selectmen  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  colony,  for  the 
blankets  they  have  respectively  furnished  the  soldiers  with,  any  resolve 
of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 
[sent  on  an  embassy]  to  Ticonderoga,  reported.  The  report  was  re- 
committed, and  the  last  mentioned  committee  are  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  committee  first  mentioned,  a  state  of  their  account,  debt  and 
credit. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  com- 
mittee who  have  been  on  an  embassy  to  Ticonderoga,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Whereas,  Walter 
Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster  and  James  Sullivan,  Esquires,  a  committee 
of  this  Congress,  lately  ordered  on  a  commission  to  the  important 
posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  for  divers  purposes  expressed 
in  their  instructions,  have  this  day  returned  and  made  their  report  in 
writing,  and  it  appearing  upon  full  consideration  thereof,  that  the  said 
committee  have  executed  the  various  branches  of  their  instructions, 
with  ability,  fidelity  and  despatch,  and  that  their  services  had  been  at- 
tended with  much  fatigue  and  danger,  therefore.  Resolved,  that  the 
services  of  said  committee  do  merit  the  express  approbation  and  thanks 
of  Congress,  and  they  do  hereby  testify  and  render  the  same  to  them, 
and  each  of  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hemmenway,  Mr.  Whittemore  and  Capt.  Par- 
ker, be  a  committee  to  consider  what  allowance  is  proper  to  be  made 
to  Mr.  Edmund  Fowle,  for  the  use  of  his  house  by  the  committees  of 
this  and  the  former  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  .accounts  transmitted  to 
Congress  by  the  committee  of  safety,  reported  on  the  account  of 
Ebenezer  White  and  others.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Whereas,  Messrs.  Ebenezer  White,  Daniel  Hemmenway,  Col. 
Simeon  Spaulding  and  Benjamin  Ely,  were  appointed  to  collect  a 
number  of  fire-arms  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  and  have  delivered  said 
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arms,  as  appears  by  receipt  from  the  committee  of  safety,  or  clerk  of 
the  ordnance  stores,  and  have  exliibited  their  accounts  to  Congress, 
which  accounts  appear  to  be  reasonable :  Therefore,  Resolved,  that 
there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  the  several  persons  em^ 
ployed  in  collecting  arms  as  aforesaid,  the  following  sums,  and  the  re- 
ceiver general  is  accordingly  ordered  to  pay  the  said  sums,  viz.  : 
to  Ebcnezer  White,  the  sum  of  £1  19s. ;  to  Daniel  Hemmenway, 
£4^  8s. ;  to  Col.  Simeon  Spauding,  £4:  7s. ;  to  Benjamin  Ely,  £V3  10s. 
lid.— ^24  4s.  lid. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Holmes  be  added  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  July  7,  1775. 

Capt.  Stone,  of  Framingham,  was  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Major 
Bliss,  on  the  committee,  which  were  chosen  to  prepare  an  answer 
to  the  letter  from  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Shillaber  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolve, 
recommending  to  the  committee  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  permit 
him  to  export  from  thence  a  quantity  of  flour. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Bayley,  Major  Brooks,  Mr.  Baker,  Col. 
Grout  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a  committee  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the 
committee  of  safety,  recommending  to  this  Congress  the  seizing  the 
crown  officers. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  recom- 
mending that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up,  and  transmit  to 
Great  Britain,  a  fair  and  impartial  account  of  the  late  battle  at 
Charlestown,  as  soon  as  possible :  Ordered,  that  the  said  committee 
of  safety  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  likewise  be  a 
standing  committee  for  that  and  the  like  purposes. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Capt.  Batchelder  and  Doct.  Taylor, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr.  Daniel  Murray,  and  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Reed,  secretary  to  General  Washington,  on 
the  subject  thereof.^ 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Nichols,  Mr.  Glover  and  Col.  Mitchell,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  a  master  workman  for  the  blacksmiths. 

(1)  Daniel  Murray,  son  of  Col.  Murray,  of  Rutland,  in  Worcester  county,  ajipliod  to  Gt-D^riiJ 
Washington  for  permission  to  join  his  refugee  friends  in  Boston,  with  tlic  femak'S  of  lu«  fnthcr'« 
family.  Mr.  Secretary  Rood  transmittod  the  request  to  Congress,  with  tiie  opiuion  of  General 
Washington,  that  the  suhjcct  was  more  peculiarly  within  the  jurisuiction  of  that  hotly  ihau  in  hn 
own  discretion. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  services  of  the  secretary, 
reported.  The  report  was  recommitted,  and  the  committee  directed 
to  consider,  in  particular,  his  extra  services  to  this  time,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  his  clerks,  and  the  said  secretary  is  directed  to  lay  before 
this  Congress,  or  some  future  assembly  of  this  colony,  an  account  of 
his  future  services. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  made  out  for  Doct.  Isaac  Foster,  as 
surgeon  of  the  hospital  at  Cambridge,  and  another  to  Doct.  Isaac 
Rand,  as  surgeon  of  the  hospital  at  Roxbury. 

Mr.  Shillaber,  agreeably  to  order,  presented  the  following  resolve, 
which  was  accepted,  viz.  :  Mr.  William  Shillaber,  of  Danvers,  a 
member  of  this  Congress,  having  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  he 
has  a  vessel  now  at  Philadelphia,  having  there  disposed  of  her  cargo, 
a  schooner  called  the  William,  commanded  by  Samuel  Tucker,  and 
that  he  apprehends,  from  such  instructions  as  he  has  [given]  and  will 
give  the  said  master,  that  the  vessel,  if  laden  with  flour,  or  partly  so, 
might  arrive  safe  at  some  port  in  this  colony,  and  having  applied  for 
the  approbation  of  this  Congress,  and  set  forth  that  he  is  willing  to 
risk  the  same  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  this  Congress  do  approve 
thereof,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  committee  of  inspection 
at  Philadelphia,  that  they  permit  the  said  Capt.  Tucker  to  lade  his 
vessel  as  above  desired,  and  sail  from  that  port :  provided  the  same  be 
not  against  the  resolution  of  the  American  Congress,  or  any  resolu- 
tion formed  in  that  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolve  of  the  committee 
of  safety  relative  to  a  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Whereas,  several  per- 
sons have  been  employed  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  and  several 
have  supplied  small  articles,  whose  accounts  amount  severally  to  small 
sums  only,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Congress,  that  the  plates  engraved 
for  impressing  or  striking  off  the  bills  for  the  payment  of  the  soldiers 
in  the  service  of  this  colony  are  still  sufficient  for  the  striking  off  a 
number  of  impressions  on  each  plate  ;  therefore.  Resolved,  that  there 
be  impressed,  or  struck  off,  on  the  plate  containing  the  engraving  for 
notes  of  ten  shillings,  eighteen  shillings  and  twelve  shillings,  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  sheets,  and  no  more  ;  and  that  there  be  impress- 
ed, or  struck  off,  on  the  plate  for  notes  of  sixteen  shillings,  fifteen 
shillings  and  nine  shillings,  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  sheets,  and  no 
more ;  and  also  on  the  plate  for  twenty  shillings,  fourteen  shillings, 
and  six  shillings,  that  there  be  impressed,  or  struck  off,  five  hundred 
and  forty  sheets,  and  no  more  :  which  last  number,  together  with  o^e 
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hundred  and  twenty-seven  sheets,  or  impressions,  already  struck  off  on 
that  plate,  and  not  signed,  make  the  like  number  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  sheets,  or  impressions,  whicli,  together,  amount  to  two 
thousand  and  one  sheets,  or  impressions,  each  slicet  containing  forty 
shillings,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  c£400'2,  which,  togellier  with  the  sum 
of  .£25,998,  already  perfected  of  those  notes,  make  the  sum  of  .:ilW,000- 

We  also  report,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  agree  with  Mr. 
Revere,  or  some  other  suitable  person,  for  the  striking  off  the  above 
number  of  sheets.  Also,  that  a  committee  be  a]>pointed  to  authenticate 
said  sheets,  when  they  are  struck  off. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Mitchell,  Capt.  Holmes,  and  Capt.  Stone,  of 
Framingham,  be  a  committee  to  agree  with  some  persons  to  strike  off 
the  bills,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  supplies  be  direct- 
ed to  attend  this  Congress  with  a  copy  of  such  resolves  as  constitute 
their  commission. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Duniel  Murray, 
^c.  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  Jis  follows,  viz. ;  Tlie 
committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  from  liis 
excellency  General  Washington,  to  the  committee  of  safety,  re.-})ecling 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Murray  of  Rutland,  who  has  requested  leave  for 
his  sister,  and  two  of  his  brothers,  to  go  into  Boston,  which  petition 
the  committee  of  safety  have  referred  to  the  consideration  of  this  Con- 
gress, beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  aforemen- 
tioned petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.  That  the  committee  of  safety 
be  directed  to  acquaint  his  excellency  the  General,  of  the  resolution  of 
this  house,  of  the  24th  of  June  last,  respecting  the  permitting  of  per- 
sons to  go  into  Boston,  and  that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  said  resolution 
ought  not  to  be  receded  from  in  the  present  case. 

Walter  Spooner,  Esq.  was  appointed  in  addition  to  Col.  Richmond, 
to  swear  the  soldiers  to  be  stationed  in  the  county  of  Bristol. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  comniitlee, 
who  have  been  on  an  embassy  to  Ticouderoga,  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  from  Crown  point,  &.c.,  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of 
resolve,  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  received  by  Walter  Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  James  Sul- 
livan, Esqrs.,  of  the  receiver  general,  the  14th  of  June  last,  for  the  use 
of  this  colony,  has  been  expended  by  them  for  the  purpose  for  which 
59 
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it  was  designed  by  this  Congress;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  said 
AValter  Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  James  Sullivan,  Esqrs.,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  discharged,  from  all  demands,  the  said  colony  at  any 
time  had  upon  them  for  the  same,  and  that  the  receipts  produced  by 
them  be  filed  in  the  treasurer's  office. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, to  Walter  Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  James  Sullivan,  Es- 
quires, the  sum  of  twenty-six  pounds  three  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
for  the  balance  due  to  them,  from  this  colony,  for  their  time,  and  ex- 
penses to  Crown  point,  &,c.,  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  the  same  sum  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, to  Mr.  Abijah  IMerril,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds,  to  be  by 
him  delivered  to  Col.  Easton,  for  advance  pay  to  two  hundred  men  at 
Crown  point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  the  said  Merril  to  take  a  receipt  of 
said  Easton  therefor,  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed  to  pay 
the  same  sum  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  col- 
ony, the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds  eleven  shillings  and 
one  penny  half  penny,  to  Lieut.  William  Satterlee,  or  order,  being  the 
balance  of  the  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Herrick's  company,  from  the  3d  of 
May  to  the  25th  June  last,  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  the  same  sum  accordingly.  And  the  said  Herrick  and  Satterlee 
are  hereby  discharged  from  all  demands  which  Col.  Arnold,  or  this 
province  had,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  re- 
ceived by  said  Derrick  and  Satterlee  of  said  Arnold,  for  the  use  of  the 
company  of  said  Herrick. 

Col.  Grout  was  appointed  to  accompany  Mr.  Merril  to  the  receiver 
general,  to  know  of  liim  if  he  can  pay  him  the  <£400,  agreeably  to  the 
above  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shillaber,  Capt.  White,  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  account  of  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell,  and  any 
other  accounts  that  may  be  rendered  of  the  expense  of  procuring  spears 
for  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Robinson,  Major  Brooks,  and  Deacon  Bayley, 
be  a  committee  to  procure  a  steward  for  his  excellency  General  Wash- 
ington. 

Afternoon. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  receiver  general,  till  the  begin- 
ning of  next  week. 
The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hal- 
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let,  dated  New  York,  June  2G,  ITTo,  reported  verbally,  that  the  same 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  supplies. i    Tlie  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Batchelder  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  to  con- 
sider what  grant  was  proper  to  be  made  for  the  services  of  the  sec- 
retary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnson,  Major  Perly,  and  Mr.  Ilemmcnway, 
be  a  committee  to  procure  stores  for  depositing  the  fish,  which  the 
committee  of  supplies  may  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  cither 
by  hire,  or  by  building  new  stores,  as  they  may  think  best. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Kollock,  and  Deacon  Gould,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  letter,  this  day  received  from 
General  Ward,  and  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  supplies  what  pro- 
vision is  made  for  supplying  the  army  with  the  articles  [of  cloth- 
ing] therein  mentioned. 

Col.  Grout  informed  the  Congress  that  he  had  accompanied  Mr. 
Merril  to  the  receiver  general's  office,  and  that  the  receiver  <xeneral 
informed  them,  that  there  was  not  money  in  the  tre^Lsury,  sufiicient  to 
pay  said  Merril  the  sum  which  the  Congress  have  directed  the  said 
receiver  general  to  pay  him. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Dwight,  Col.  Robinson,  and  Deacon  Williams, 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Col.  Easton,  informing  him,  that 
the  state  of  the  treasury  is  such,  that  Mr.  Merril  cannot,  at  present,  be 
supplied  with  the  sum  of  £4^00,  which  this  Congress  has  this  day  di- 
rected the  receiver  general  to  pay  him. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Holmes  be  directed  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Revere, 
how  many  sheets  of  notes  or  bills  of  credit  can  be  struck  off,  from  the 
plates  he  now  has  by  him,  more  than  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven, 
which  were  directed  to  be  struck  off,  by  a  resolve  of  this  Congress,  this 
day  passed. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock,  be  assigned  for 
the  consideration  of  a  request  made  by  Col.  Danielson,  in  behalf  of 
the  officers  of  the  army,  that  they  might  have  a  month's  pay  advaiiced. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letters  from  General 
Green,  reported.  The  report  was  recommitted,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
added  to  the  conmiittee. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Langdon. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  a  steward  for 
General  Washington,  be  directed  to  procure  him  likewise  two  or  three 
women,  for  cooks. 


(1)  Tho  letter  was  in  relation  to  flour,  sent  from  the  southern  colonies  for  tlio  irmy. 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  how  General 
Washington's  table  should  be  furnished,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a 
resolve  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  requisition  of  General 
Washington  relative  thereto,  and  that  Mr.  Hopkins  be  added  to  this 
committee  in  the  room  of  Col.  Bowers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Col.  Grout  and  Col.  Rob- 
inson, be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  General  Lee,  to  know  of  him  what 
provision  he  expects  should  be  made  by  this  Congress  for  the  furnish- 
inor  his  table. 

o 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  what  sum  should  be 
granted  the  secretary  for  his  services,  again  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  The  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  allowance  that  ought  to  be  made  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Freeman,  for  his  services  as  secretary  of  the  Congress,  to  the 
present  time,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  find  there  has  been  much 
business  done  by  the  said  Freeman  in  the  service  of  the  colony,  and 
the  said  Freeman  has  been  obliged  to  employ  several  clerks  to  assist 
him,  which  he  agrees  to  pay  ;  he  has  also  been  at  considerable  ex- 
pense to  be  furnished  with  books,  paper,  ink,  quills,  and  house  to  hold 
his  office  in,  as  secretary  ;  for  all  which  they  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  of  this  colony  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed,  to  pay  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman,  out  of  the  public  money  of 
said  colony,  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  eight  shillings  and  six  pence,  for 
his  services  as  secretary  to  the  Congress,  and  that  those  further  servi- 
ces, which  he  may  have  to  perform,  in  recording  the  proceedings  of 
this  Congress,  when  performed,  be  exhibited  to  some  future  house  of 
representatives  of  this  province,  for  their  consideration  and  allowance. 

The  conmiittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  Col.  Easton,  report- 
ed the  following,  which  was  accepted  : 

Sir  :  The  committee  appointed  by  the  Congress  to  settle  matters  at 
Ticonderoga,  having  given  you  encouragement,  that  they  would  send, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  the  <£400  due  from  this  colony,  on  advance 
pay,  to  the  men  under  your  command,  it  gives  us  pain  that  we  are 
obliged  to  say,  we  have  not  the  whole  of  the  money  in  the  treasury  ; 
but  you  may  depend.  Sir,  that  so  soon  as  the  notes  can  be  struck  off, 
and  properly  authenticated,  the  same  will  be  immediately  remitted  to 
you.  The  embarrassments  under  which  the  province  labors,  will,  we 
[trust,]  apologize  for  our  not  being  ready  by  the  first  opportunity. 
We  rely  upon  you,  Sir,  that  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  make  the 
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troops  under  your  command  easy,  as  the  good  of  the  colony  so  much 
depends  thereon. 

To  Col,  J^aston,  at  Ticonderoga. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  method  to  prevent  sup- 
plying our  enemies  with  provisions,  &c.,  reported.  TJie  rej)ort  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  newspapers,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  : 

Whereas,  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  Congress,  of  the  in- 
habitants of  some  of  the  sea  port  towns  frequently  supply! n^^  our  ene- 
mies with  butter  and  cheese,  fresh  provisions,  &c.,  also,  [it  is]  sus- 
pected, that  intelligence  has  been  given  them,  therefore,  llrsnlvcd,  that 
it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended,  to  the  committees  of  safety,  corres- 
pondence and  inspection,  and  where  there  are  no  such  committees,  to 
the  selectmen  of  the  sea  port  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  that 
they,  forthwith,  exert  themselves  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  from 
supplying  our  enemies  with  any  kind  of  provision  whatsoever,  or  intel- 
ligence. And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  committees  or  select- 
men as  aforesaid,  of  each  town  and  district,  not  to  suffer  any  ve»el  or 
boat  of  any  kind,  to  go  from  the  shore  on  board  any  vessel  or  vessels 
of  any  size  whatsoever,  in  the  service  of  our  enemies,  without  first  oli- 
taining  a  permit,  in  writing,  of  the  committees  or  selectmen  aforemen- 
tioned, for  that  purpose,  and  that  no  boats  be  suffered  to  land  from 
men  of  war,  tenders,  or  any  other  vessels  employed  to  distress  the  sea 
coasts  and  trade  of  this  country,  without  permit  obtained  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  account  of  Col.  Mitchell, 
relative  to  the  expense  of  prwiding  spears,  reported.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  Col.  Mitchell  produced  a  receipt  from 
General  Thomas,  or  the  committee  of  safety,  for  the  delivery  of  them. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  supplies 
what  provision  they  had  made  for  shirts,  breeches,  &c.,  reporte<l.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  The  committee  appoint- 
ed to  make  inquiry  of  the  committee  of  supplies,  w^hat  provision  they 
have  made  of  the  articles  of  shirts,  breeches,  stockings  and  shoes,  and 
consider  whether  it  is  requisite  to  take  any  further  care  to  procure 
those  articles,  have  attended  the  service,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend, 
that  persons  be  immediately  despatched  to  the  neighboring  counties,  to 
collect  such  a  proportion  of  the  above  mentioned  articles  from  the  sev- 
eral towns  in  said  counties,  as  may  be  judged  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  wdio  brought  in  the  above  report,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  list  of  those  towns  from  whence  the  articles 


470 


THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.  [July  8, 


above  mentioned  ought  to  be  procured,  and  the  proportion  each  town 
shall  supply. 

[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  supplying  the 
island  of  Nantucket  with  provisions,  reported.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :] 

Whereas,  by  the  act  of  parliament  called  the  restraining  act,  the  in- 
habitants of  Nantucket  are  exempted  from  the  restrictions  in  said  act 
mentioned.  And  whereas,  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  17th  of 
May  last,  took  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  thought  it  expedi- 
ent, to  prevent  the  Newfoundland  fishery  from  being  supplied  with 
provisions  through  Nantucket,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions 
from  any  of  the  colonies  to  that  island,  excepting  from  this  :  And 
whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  have  by  them,  large  quantities 
of  provisions  in  their  stores,  and  are  fitting  out  a  large  fleet  of  whaling 
vessels,  whereby  they  intend  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act  aforemen- 
tioned, and  the  provisions  they  have  by  them  may  be  unnecessarily  ex- 
pended, in  foreign  and  not  domestic  consumption  :  therefore,  Resolved^ 
that  no  provisions  or  necessaries  of  any  kind  be  exported  from  any 
part  of  this  colony  to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  until  the  inhabitants  of 
said  island  shall  have  given  full  and  sufficient  satisfaction  to  this  Con- 
gress, or  some  future  house  of  representatives,  that  the  provisions  they 
have  now  by  them,  have  not  been,  and  shall  not  be,  expended  in  for- 
eign, but  for  domestic  consumption.  And  the  several  committees  of 
correspondence,  inspection  and  safety,  in  their  respective  towns,  are 
required  to  see  that  this  resolve  be  not  contravened. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  July  8,  1775. 

A  list  of  surgeons  examined  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, was  exhibited  to  Congress,  and  warrants  ordered  to  be  made  out 
agreeably  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Major  Bliss,  and  Col.  Gerrish,  be  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  commissions  of  the  committee  of  safety  and 
the  committee  of  supplies,  and  report  to  this  Congress,  what  is  expedi- 
ent to  be  done  relative  thereto,  more  especially  in  the  recess  of  the 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, on  the  committee  who  were  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  explan- 
atory to  the  resolve  of  Congress  relative  to  the  refugees. 

A  petition  of  several  field  officers  in  the  army,  was  read,  relative  to 
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the  appointment  of  commissaries  for  the  regiment  from  the  county  of 
Essex. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  tlieir  petition. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Hohnes,  Mr.  Fox,  and  INIr.  Perry,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Frenchman's  Bay,  [for  supplies  of  provisions.] 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Walker,  and  Capt.  AVhitc,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  and  consider  all  accounts  that  may  be  rendered 
to  this  Congress,  relative  to  the  expenses  of  procuring  axes  and  shovels 
for  the  use  of  the  army. 

A  committee  of  this  Congress,  agreeably  to  their  a])pointment,  re- 
ported the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  bo 
printed  in  the  several  newspapers. ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hayward,  repair  to  the  receiver  general,  at  Stow, 
and  direct  him  to  attend  this  Congress,  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Carpenter  be,  and  hereby  is,  appointed  to  de- 
sire Col.  Timothy  Walker  to  pay  what  public  monies  he  has  in  liis 
hands,  into  the  treasury,  immediately,  and  the  conmiittec  of  supplies 
are  directed  to  employ  some  person  to  be  sent  express  to  Col.  Walker, 
for  this  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Woodbridge,  Col.  Robinson,  and  Deacon  Nich- 
ols, be  a  committee  to  consider  a  proposal  of  exempting  the  soldiers  in 
the  army  from  paying  the  postage  of  letters,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  INIajor  Brooks,  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  and  consider  an  account  of  Major  Bliss ;  and 
also,  an  account  of  Doct.  Church. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Col.  Robinson,  be  a 
committee  to  countersign  and  number  the  new  emission  of  bills,  who 
are  likewise  empowered  and  directed  to  superintend  the  impression  of 
said  bills. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of 
conjplying  with  the  requisitions  of  General  AVashington,  reported  the 
following  order,  which  was  accepted,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Robinson,  Major  Brooks,  and  Deacon  Bailey, 
be  a  committee  to  make  inquiry  forthwith,  for  some  ingenious,  active, 
and  faithful  man,  to  be  recommended  to  General  Washington,  as  a 
steward ;  likewise,  to  procure  and  recommend  to  him  some  capable 

(1)  No  resolve  corresponding  to  that  mentioned  in  the  record  is  preserved  on  tile,  or  mm  pubUsh- 
ed  in  the  newspapers  of  Cambridge,  Watertown,  or  Worcester.  The  entry  on  tlie  journal  i«  i»ri>f»a- 
blj  intended  to  refer  to  the  resolve  for  restraining  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  passed  on  the  «aaa« 
day. 
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woman,  suitable  to  act  in  the  place  of  a  house-keeper,  and  one  or  more 
good  female  servants. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  account  of  JNlr.  Daniel  Taylor, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  Col.  Brewer's  petition  be  so  far  grant- 
ed, that  said  Col.  Brewer  be  allowed  to  recruit  men  sufficient  to  com- 
plete his  regiment,  or  so  far  as  he  can  complete  his  said  regiment  in 
twenty  days,  he  not  to  enlist  any  person  as  a  soldier  who  shall  not 
furnish  himself  with  a  good  and  sufficient  fire-arm. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  be  assigned,  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  appointing  a  surgeon  general  for  the  Massachu- 
setts forces. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  artificers'  accounts,  report- 
ed the  following  resolve  on  j\Ir.  Clark's  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to 
pay  to  Mr.  Matthew  Clark,  or  order,  the  sum  of  nine  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  six  pence,  in  full  discharge  of  his  account  for  time  and  mate- 
rials, in  repairing  boats  for  the  use  of  this  colony. 

[The]  order  of  the  day  [wats]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  payment  of 
a  month's  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  as  soon  as  provision  can  be 
made  therefor. 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Major  Bliss,  reported.  The  re- 
port was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  Major  John  Bliss  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  colony,  the  sum  of  ^5  7s,  in  full  discharge  of  the 
above  account,  and  the  receiver  general  of  this  colony,  is  hereby  or- 
dered to  pay  the  aforesaid  sum  of  <£o  7s,  to  the  said  John  Bliss,  or  or- 
der, accordingly. 

Major  Fuller,  agreeably  to  order,  brought  in  the  following  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  the  sum  of 
twelve  shillings  to  Mr.  John  Cook,  for  the  use  that  Mr.  Paul  Revere 
made  of  his  house,  whilst  he  was  striking  off  the  colony  notes  therein. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  proposal  for  exempting  the 
soldiers  of  tlie  army  from  the  postage  of  letters,  reported.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  subside. 

Major  Fuller  brought  in  a  resolve,  directing  what  notes  each  of  the 
committee  should  sign,  which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Fuller,  Mr.  Stephen  Hall,  Jun.,  and  Col. 
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Robinson,  the  committee  appointed  to  couiitcrsio:n  the  colony  notes, 
now  ordered  to  be  struck  ofT,  coujitersign  and  nnnibc-r  suid  notes  of  the 
following  denominations,  viz. :  said  Abraham  Fuller  countersign  and 
number  the  notes  of  eighteen  shillings,  twelve  shillings,  and  ten  shil- 
lings ;  said  Stephen  Hall  countersign  and  number  the  notes  of  sixteen 
shillings,  fifteen  shillings,  and  nine  shillings  ;  said  Col.  Robinson  coun- 
tersign and  number  the  notes  of  twenty  shillings,  fourteen  shillings, 
and  six  shillings. 

AAernoon. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  General  Green  was 
read,  and  recommitted  to  Col.  Robinson,  Major  Brooks,  and  Col. 
Gerrish. 

Major  Ilawley,  agreeably  to  appointment,  reported  the  following  re- 
solve, relative  to  advance  pay  to  the  oflicers  of  the  army,  whicli  wa?> 
accepted. 

Whereas,  application  has  been  made  lately  to  this  ConL'ress,  in  be- 
half of  the  commissioned  oflicers  of  that  part  of  the  continental  army 
before  Boston,  raised  by  this  colony,  that,  for  the  relief  of  ihc  present 
necessities  of  the  said  oflicers,  there  might  be  immediately  ailvanrril 
and  paid  to  them,  one  full  month's  pay,  according  to  the  establishment 
lately  made  by  Congress  for  the  army;  and  the  Congress,  having 
taken  the  said  application  into  due  consideration,  do  Resolve,  that  it 
is  expedient  and  proper,  that  there  should  be  advanced  and  paid  unto 
the  said  commissioned  officers,  one  month's  pay,  in  notes  or  bills  of 
credit  of  this  colony,  as  soon  as  provision  can  be  made  therefor  by  a 
further  emission  of  notes  or  bills  of  credit,  than  has  been  already  or- 
dered by  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  how  stores  may  be  procured 
for  the  reception  of  fish,  reported.  The  report  was  ordered  to  sul>- 
side. 

The  committee  appointed  to  agree  with  Mr.  Paul  Revere,  for  strik- 
ing otV  a  new  emission  of  colony  notes,  reported.  Tlie  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  eighteen  hundred  seventy-four  sheets  im- 
pressed and  struck  off,  according  to  the  resolve  of  this  Congress,  passed 
the  7th  instant.  And  that  Mr.  Paul  Revere  be  employed  to  do  said 
service,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  for  each  liundred  .'sheets  so  struck 
off,  provided  said  Revere  find  ink,  and  house  room,  and  procure  suit- 
able paper,  the  colony  paying  only  the  prime  cost  of  said  paper. 

[The]  committee  [was]  instructed  to  direct  Mr.  Revere  to  alter  llie 
date  of  the  notes  to  July  8th,  if  it  can  be  done. 
60 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hall,  Capt.  Batchelder,  and  Mr.  Ellis,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  recommending 
to  this  Congress  to  make  an  establishment  for  four  master  armorers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Sanger,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Deacon  Wy- 
man,  be  added  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  give  passes  for 
removing  the  poor  of  Boston,  and  Charlestown,  to  the  towns  in  the 
county  of  Worcester,  and  that  Major  Fuller  be  excused  from  serving 
on  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Capt.  Brown,  and  Col.  Smith,  be  a 
conunittec  to  revise  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  the  poor  of 
Boston  ajid  Charlestown,  and  report  what  they  think  proper  to  be  done 
thereon. 

Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  of  safety.  Re- 
solved,  that  Mr.  Jonathan  Hastings  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed,  post- 
master for  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  the  room  of  J\Ir.  James  AVinthrop. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  several  accounts  of  the  expense 
of  procuring  axes  and  shovels,  reported.  The  reports  were  accepted, 
and  Mr.  Wood  bridge  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  proper  resolve  for 
the  paying  of  the  several  accounts,  agreeably  thereto. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  letter  from 
the  New  Hampshire  Congress,  reported  the  following,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  authenticated,  and  sent  foward, 
viz. : 

Gentlemen :  We  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant,  by  Mr. 
Wheelock  and  Col.  Beetle,  and  much  rejoice  to  find,  that  the  honora- 
ble Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  good  people  of  your  govern- 
ment in  general,  are  so  warmly  attached  to  the  common  cause. 

We  highly  approve  of  Mr.  Dean's  being  sent  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  more  especially  as  he  is  so  well  acquainted  in  Canada,  and 
lately  came  from  thence,  and  we  think  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  New  York,  and  all  the  New  England  colonies  in  particular,  and  to 
America  in  general,  to  satisfy  our  friends  in  Canada,  that  we  are  truly 
friendly  to  them,  and  also  effectually  to  prevent  our  inveterate  enemies 
tliere  from  making  depredations  on  our  frontiers :  and  as  we  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  vigdance  of  that  honorable 
body,  therefore,  we  think  it  most  advisable  to  wait  their  determina- 
tion.   We  are,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen, 

Your  friends  in  the  common  cause. 

Hon  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 


1775.] 


THIRD  PROVINCIAT.  CONGRESS. 


The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  suhject  of  Ji  letter  from 
General  Green,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

The  Congress  having  taken  into  consideration  the  dliriculties  and 
troubles  which  have  [arisen]  and  daily  are  arising  in  our  camps,  hy  r<\'ison 
of  divers  evil-minded  persons  selling  spirituous  liquors,  hy  which  means, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  officers,  although  a  constant  exertion  has 
been  hitherto  made,  to  prevent  the  same,  in  order  to  keep  that  steady 
government  in  camp  so  absolutely  necessary ;  therefore,  Jl( solved^  that 
if  any  licensed  person  shall,  after  the  15th  instant,  presinne  to  sell  any 
spirituous  liquors  to  any  soldier,  without  a  permit  from  tiie  caj^tain,  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company  he  belongs  to,  specifying  the  <juan- 
tity,  he  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  his  license,  and  for  tlie  second, 
suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  or  licr,  by  a  court 
martial;  and  any  person  who  is  not  a  licensed  person,  or  who<e  licence 
is  without  the  limits  of  said  camp,  [who]  shall  presume  to  retail  any 
spirituous  liquor  to  any  of  the  trooj)s,  shall  sulfcr  lor  the  first  offi  neo, 
the  penalties  inflicted  by  a  court  martial :  this  jesolvc  not  to  extend  to 
any  person  wlio  shall  have  a  license  or  permit  from  the  general  or 
commanding  ofiicer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  list  of  such  towns  as  might 
supply  the  army  with  shirts,  breeches,  &c.,  reported.  The  report  was 
recommitted  for  introducing  the  form  of  a  receipt. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Frenchman's  Bay,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  Thomas  Do?i- 
nell  and  others,  of  Frenchman's  Bay,  have  attended  that  service,  and 
beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  resolve. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Philip  Ilodgkins  has  applied  to  this  Congress  for  a 
supply  of  provisions  for  the  inhabitants  of  Frenchman's  Bay,  and  beini^ 
at  a  great  distance  from  the  committees  of  correspondence  of  that 
place,  therefore,  Rcsolccd,  that  it  be  reconmiended,  and  it  is,  bv  this 
Congress,  accordingly  recommended,  to  the  governor  and  companv  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  that  they  suffer  the  inhabitants  of  Frt-nch- 
man's  Bay  to  purchase  such  provisions  in  said  colony  as  (hey  stand  in 
need  of 

Major  Hawley,  who  was  a|>pointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  explanatory 
of  the  resolve  of  this  Congress  relative  to  the  refugees,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  a  certain  resolve  was  made  and  parsed,  on  the  21:  t  day  of 
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June  last,  respecting  the  improvement  of  tlie  estates  of  several  persons 
who  have  fled  to  General  Gage,  in  manner  as  is  expressed  in  the  said 
resolve,  and  it  being  made  to  appear  to  this  Congress  that  the  said  re- 
solve is  taken  in  such  a  sense,  in  divers  parts  of  this  colony,  as  to  make 
it  necessary,  that  some  explanation  of  the  said  resolve  should  be  made 
by  this  Congress,  it  is  therefore,  Resolved,  that  henceforward  the  said 
resolve  ought  not  to  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  estates  of  such  per- 
sons, excepting  such  estates  as  are  left  unimproved  and  void  of  any 
occupant,  or  possessor,  and  that  no  other  estate  of  such  person  ought 
lo  be  treated  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  said  resolve,  until  they 
bhall  be  regularly  indicted  and  tried  for  their  supposed  olTences. 
Ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  several  papers. 

llcsolved,  That  ein;ht  o'clock  to-morrow  morninnr  be  assifjned  for 
the  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  appointing  a  surgeon  general  of 
the  I\Iassachusetts  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  account  books  of  Major  Barber  be  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  committee  of  supplies. 

Adjourned  to  Sunday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Sunday,  July  9,  17/5. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  resolve  relative  to  seizing 
the  crown  officers,  reported  by  way  of  resolve.  The  report  was  re- 
committed, and  the  secretary  was  added  to  the  committee,  and  the 
conmiittee  [were]  directed  to  report  by  way  of  letter,  and  to  insert  a 
clause  relative  to  the  desire  of  this  Conjrress,  that  the  Continental 
Congress  would  adjourn  nearer  the  seat  of  action. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of 
safety,  recommending  the  appointment  of  four  master  armorers,  re- 
^/orted.  The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  till  the  committee 
for  revising  the  commission  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  com- 
mission of  the  committee  of  supplies,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Pickering  and  Mr.  Woodbridge,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Scollay,  relative  to  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Boston. ^ 

(1)  The  letter  of  Mr.  Joliu  Scollay,  ■with  the  paper  enclosed,  follows  : 

«»  BosTow,  JcLT  8th,  1775. 

"  Sir: — His  excellency  the  governor  having,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Flucker,  sent  a  message  to  the  se- 
lectmen, overseers  of  the  poor,  and  committee  of  donations,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  poor, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Doston,  they  attended  the  same,  and,  after  deliberating  on  the 
matter,  presented  to  .Mr.  Secretary  their  doings  tliereon,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  enclosed,  to  which 
his  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  accede." 

As  there  has,  of  late,  been  an  interruption  of  the  inhabitants,  with  their  effects,  passing  out  of 
the  town  into  the  country,  perhaps  the  matter  may  have  dropped  with  you,  and  proper  accoinmoda- 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  Secretary,  Doct.  Taylor  and  IMajor  Brooks,  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  John  Lane,  on  the  ditriciiUies  which  at- 
tend the  supplying  the  Indians  at  Falmouth,  Casco  Bay. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Jedediali  Preble,  and  the  Hon.  Enoch 
Freeman,  Esq.,  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered,  to  supply  the  Indians 
of  the  Penobscot  tribe,  with  any  quantity  of  goods,  not  excecdini^  the 
value  of  three  hundred  pounds,  and  to  draw  on  the  receiver  fcneral 
for  the  same,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  such  drafts,  in  three 
months  after  the  date  of  this  resolve,  and  to  take  furs  and  .skins  of  the 
said  Indians,  in  exchange,  on  tlie  account  of  this  colony,  they  to  be 
accountable  for  their  proceedings. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Chcever  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a 
resolve,  empowering  the  committee  of  supplies  to  furnish  General 
Washington  with  such  articles  of  liousehold  furniture,  as  he  has  wrote 
to  said  committee  for. 

tions  nny  not  have  been  providcJ  for  the  reception  of  any  more  of  tlio  poor  of  «hc  town  tlian  havo 
already  li  ft  it ;  nml  as  tlie  state  of  tlio  inhabitants  is  really  <ii>trcs>ing,  we  shall  he  j:lail  that  nume- 
diate  nttention  be  given  to  the  above,  and  that  we,  as  soon  as  may  he,  know  your  resotntiuni  there- 
on. As  many  of  these  poor  unhappy  people  are  not  in  a  contlition  to  ho  roinoveil  by  laiu]  carr i  i^'c, 
therefore,  we  shouhl  think  that  the  place  of  their  destination  mijrht  be  as  near  water  carria^o  a» 
may  be  convenient :  if  it  would  not  he  thought  assuming,  wo  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  towns 
of  Salem  or  ^Farblehcad,  as  proper  places  for  the  above  purpose. 

His  excellency  does  expect,  that  whatever  vessels  or  other  carriages  may  be  emi)loyert  in  thii 
business,  ample  security  be  given  that  they  shall  he  safe  from  any  detention,  and  that  they,  with 
the  persons  that  occupy  tliem,  be  permitted  to  return  without  liindrance  or  molestation."         .  ..  : 

"I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  committee.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  S  COLL  AY,  Cliairman.'' 

James  Warren,  Esa- 

"  The  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  committee  of  donations,  having  received  a  message 
from  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  Jlr.  Secretary  Flucker,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  poor, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  attended  the  same,  with  all  proper  deference  and  respect, 
bog  leave  to  represent:  That  the  numberof  the  poor  in  the  alms-house,  amounts  to  about  two  hua- 
ilfvtl,  of  which  they  suppose  that  one  hundred  and  sixty  or  one  luitidrcd  and  sevi-nty,  may  Ik-  re- 
moved, for  which  the  selectmen,  overseers,  and  committee  aforesaid,  will  make  all  proper  provi*- 
ion,  his  e xccikncy  j.roviding  boats  and  carriages  for  transportation  by  water  or  land,  as  may  bo 
thought  bist,  and  allowing  such  quantities  of  provisions,  beilding,  clothing  and  medicine  as  mav  be 
necessary  and  proper.  The  few  unhappy  persons  that  may  bo  unable  to  be  removed  must  be  left, 
•ad  are  earnestly  recommended  to  his  excellency's  well  known  humanity." 

*'As  to  tho  poor,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who,  if  not  already,  will  soon  be  reduced  to 
the  greatest  distress,  the  selectmen,  overseers  and  committee  ajtprehend,  that  by  far  the  greatctit 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  would  immediately  remove  themselves,  with  the  small  a^^sistunce  they 
might  receive  from  the  committee  of  donations,  provided  they  could  obtain  his  excellency'^  jht- 
mission." 

"  The  selectmen,  overseers  and  committee,  previous  to  their  removal,  beg  for  leave  to  write  to 
«uch  persons  in  the  country  as  may  be  empowered  to  take  care  of,  and  provide  for  the  {KHtr,  that 
these  destitute  persons  may  find  such  assistance  and  relief  us  their  particular  circumstances  may 
requite." 
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Afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  consideration  of  the  allowance  proper  to  be 
made  to  Mr.  Foule  for  the  use  of  his  house,  by  several  committees  of 
this  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  general  assembly. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  Mr.  John  Scollay,  of  Boston,  re- 
ported.   The  report  was  ordered  to  lie,  for  further  consideration. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  list  of  such  towns,  as  it 
would  be  expedient  to  apply  to,  for  shirts,  breeches,  &c.,  again  report- 
ed.   The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  there  is  now  a  very  pressing  demand  for  some  articles  of 
clothing,  more  especially  of  shirts,  breeches,  stockings  and  shoes,  in 
the  army  raised  by  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  there  is 
danger  of  very  mischievous  consequences,  from  a  delay  of  supplying 
the  same :  llcsolvcd,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  and 
districts  in  the  counties  specified  in  a  list  hereunto  annexed,  be  most 
earnestly  desired,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  procure  such  a  number  of 
-each  of  the  articles  of  shirts,  breeches  and  stockings,  as  are  aliixcd  to 
their  said  towns  and  districts  respectively,  of  a  serviceable  quality,  and 
as  many  good  shoes,  as  they  can  obtain,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
person  or  persons  now  to  be  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  collect 
them,  who  are  directed  to  give  receipts  to  the  owners,  at  the  prices  for 
which  they  shall  mutually  agree,  keeping  an  account  thereof,  in  the 
form  following :  ^ 

The  day  of   1775.    Received  of  ,  —  shirts, 

at  — ;  —  pair  of  breeches  at  — ;  —  pair  of  stockings  at  — ;  — pairs 

of  shoes  at  — :  amounting  to  t^ie  sum  of  ,  for  the  service  of 

the  colony  of  the  ^lassachusetts  Bay  ;  which  the  receiver  general  is 

directed,  in  forty  days  after  the  date  hereof,  to  pay  to  the  said  , 

or  order,  in  notes,  or  bills  of  credit  of  this  colony,  and  the  receiver 
general  is  liereby  required  to  pay  the  same  accordingly.  And  that 
this  business  may  be  effected  with  the  greatest  expedition,  the  select- 
men and  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts bcforementioned,  are  hereby  most  earnestly  requested,  to  afford 
the  utmost  aid  in  their  power,  to  the  person  or  persons  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  in  collecting  said  articles.  And  those  persons  are  further 
directed  to  take  such  measures,  as  will  enable  them  to  ascertain  the 
price  of  each  article,  on  its  arrival,  and  to  contract,  at  a  reasonable 
rate,  with  suitable  waggoners  and  teamsters  to  transport  the  effects, 
when  procured,  with  great  despatch,  to  the  committee  of  supplies,  at 
Watertown,  giving  them  a  certificate  of  the  sums  to  be  paid  for  such 
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service,  for  which  sum,  said  committee  are  hereby  directed  to  draw  on 
the  public  treasury,  in  favor  of  any  thus  contracted  with,  or  their  or- 
ders, and  the  receiver  general  is  accordingly  directed  to  pay  tlie  same. 

Committee. — Suffolk  :  Mr.  Daniel  Vose,  Bliltoji ;  Mr.  Abner  Ellis, 
Dcdham ;  Deacon  Jabez  Fisher,  IVrcntltam. 

Essex  :  Major  Asa  Perley,  Binford ;  Col.  Daniel  Thurston,  Brad- 
ford; Major  A.  Fuller,  Middhton. 

Middlesex  :  Mr.  Peter  Bent,  Marlborough ;  Capt.  Timothy  Walk- 
er, Wilmington;  IMr.  Israel  Ilobart,  Townslicnd ;  Mr.  Sauuiel  Spraguc, 
Stoncham. 

Plymouth:  Mr.  Ebenczer  Thompson,  Halifax;  Col.  Joseph  Cash- 
ing,//a/zorcr;  Mr.  George  Partridge,  D/zii^/r^r. 

Bristol  :  Mr.  Thomas  Durfee,  Frccioicn  ;  Capt.  Benjamin  King, 
Kaynhun  ;  Benjamin  Aikin,  Esq.,  Dartnwulh. 

AVoiiCESTER  :  jNlr.  David  Bancroft,  ^Varccsicr  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Wheeler, 
Harvard;  Col.  Jonathan  Grout,  Fctcnham. 

Bauxstaule  :  Col.  Joseph  Otis,  Barnstahlc ;  Col.  N.  Freeman, 
Sandwich  ;  Col.  Elisha  Cobb,  Wclljleet. 

DuKEs  County  :  James  Athorne,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed, 
to  pay  Doct,  Benjamin  Church,  Jr.,  or  order,  the  sum  of  i^34  os.  ^td. 
in  full  discharge  of  his  account  of  expenses  of  himself  and  servant, 
on  a  journey  to  Philadelphia,  in  May  last. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Phillips  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  provide  a  dinner  on  the  19th  instant,  for  themselves  and  the 
clergy. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Deacon  Nichols,  be 
a  committee  to  get  the  resolves  relative  to  procuring  shirts,  breeches, 
&:c.,  printed,  and  dispersed,  one  to  each  town  mentioned  in  the  sched- 
ule, and  one  to  each  of  the  committee. 

•The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  an  additional  resolve  relative 
to  the  poor  of  Boston,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  some  towns  in  this  colony  have  a  larger 
number  of  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  tiian 
has  been  heretofore  assigned  them,  and  more  than  they  are  willing  to 
retain : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  tliose  towns, 
lo  cause  such  poor  to  be  removed  to  some  town,  that  shall  not  have 
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the  proportion  heretofore  assigned,  or  shall  be  willing  to  receive  tliem, 
and,  if  convenient,  to  those  of  such  towns  that  said  poor  may  choose  ; 
provided  said  poor  are  possessed  of  a  certificate  from  either  of  the 
selectmen,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  the  towns  of  Boston  or 
Charlestown,  showing  that  they  were  inhabitants  of  either  of  those 
towns,  on  the  first  of  iMarch  last;  and  the  selectmen,  or  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  towns  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  which  the  before  men- 
tioned poor  may  be  conveyed,  with  a  certificate  as  above  prescribed, 
are  requested  to  receive,  and  make  provision  for  the  same,  as  has  been 
before  directed  :  all  reasonable  charires  attending  such  removal  to  be 
paid  by  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock,  Mr.  Batchelder  and  Deacon  Plympton, 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Penobscot  Indians  with  a  small  quantity  of  gunpowder. 

Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Watertown  be,  and 
hereby  are  empowered  and  directed,  to  take  into  their  custody  one 
Daniel  Green,  now  in  this  town,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  a  pris- 
oner the  19th  of  Apiil  last,  and  convey  him  to  the  jail  in  Concord, 
there  to  be  confined  till  the  further  order  of  this  Congress,  or  some 
future  house  of  assembly  of  this  colony.  •  ■  ; 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  10,  1775. 

[The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  supplying  the 
Penobscot  Indians  with  gunpowder,  reported.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :] 

AYhereas,  application  has  been  made  to  this  Congress,  by  Capt. 
John  Lane,  agent  for  the  Penobscot  tribe  of  Indians,  for  a  small  quan- 
.tity  of  powder,  for  supplying  said  Indians :  therefore,  Resolved,  that 
the  committee  of  supplies  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver,  out  of  the 
public  stores  of  this  colony,  to  the  said  John  Lane,  twenty-five  pounds 
of  powder,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  taking  said  Lane's  receipt  therefor,  to 
deliver  the  same  to  General  Preble  and  Col.  Enoch  Freeman,  on  ac- 
count of  tliis  colony  ;  and  said  committee  are  hereby  directed  to  re- 
place the  same  again,  as  soon  as  may  be,  from  some  town  in  this  col- 
ony, (if  they  judge  it  necessary,)  that  can  best  spare  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  warrants  for  surgeons,  adjutant  generals  and 
quarter  master  generals,  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  safety  to 
be  delivered. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Baker  bring  in  a  resolve,  directing  the  re- 
ceiver general  to  pay  Mr.  Hastings,  for  his  services,  as  door-keeper. 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  John  Scollay,  Esq  ,  [relating  to  the 
poor]  of  Boston,  and  the  paper  accompanying  it,  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  committee  of  safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  President,  Doct.  Church  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  an  answer  to  a  letter  this  day  received  from  Gen- 
eral Lee,  and  that  11  o'clock  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  some  per- 
son to  attend  General  Lee,  on  an  interview  with  General  Burgoync.^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Spear  and  Mr.  Phillips,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  a  number  of  letters  this  day  laid  before  the 
Congress,  brought  from  London  by  Capt.  Folger. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  committee 
of  supplies  immediately  furnish  General  Washington  with  ten  good 
horses,  with  saddles  and  bridles,  for  the  public  use. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Batchelder  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  person 
to  attend  General  Lee  on  an  interview  with  General  Burgoyne.  Mr. 

(1)  The  following  13  the  letter  from  Gen.  Lee  : 

Head  fii  ARTEns,  Jilt  the  IOtm,  1T15. 

*'Genoral  I.po  presents  his  respects  to  the  presiilcnt  ami  gentlemen  of  tlie  Pro\iii<  ijl  r'oti:jr<»«8  of 
Massachusetts,  and  submits  to  tlieir  perusal  a  letter  wiiich  ho  yesterday  receivi-d  frum  Goni  inl  Bur 
goync,  in  answer  to  one  which  was  read  and  approved  of  by  the  delegates  of  this  proviic*'  ami 
other  members  of  the  Continental  Congress.  He  begs  leave  to  receive  their  commands  with  re- 
spect to  the  proposed  interview.  If  they  approve  of  it,  he  shall  be  glad  to  accept  of  it  ;  if  they 
disapprove,  he  shall  reject  it ;  but  if  they  approve  of  it,  he  must  request  th;it  they  will  dcptito 
iome  one  gentleman  of  their  body  to  accomjiany  General  Lcc,  and  be  witness  of  the  conx  crsation. 
He  desires  their  answer  immediately,  as  he  has  engaged  to  inform  Gen.  Burgoyne  by  four  o'-rlock 
tills  afternoon,  whether  the  interview  is  to  take  place.  He  sliall  likewise  be  much  obliged  to  th-^ 
gentlemen,  if  they  will  return  the  letter — but  if  they  choose  to  take  a  copy,  he  can  have  no  obji  c- 

tiOD." 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Eurgoyne  in  Boston,  General  Lee  addressed  a  letter  to  that  ofiicer,  ex- 
pressing warm  feelings  of  personal  regard  for  his  former  companion  in  arms,  and  ciplainiag  hit 
views  of  the  rights  of  the  Americans,  and  their  determination  and  power  to  maintain  them.  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne,  in  re[)ly,  proposed  a  nieeting.  "Above  all,"  he  says,  *'  I  should  find  an  interview 
happy  if  it  should  induce  such  explanations  as  might  tend  in  their  consequences  to  peace.  I  ft-el, 
in  common  with  all  around  me,  for  the  unhappy  people  of  this  country:  they  foresee  not  the  dis- 
!re>s  that  is  inqionding  over  them.  I  know  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  open  her  arms  upon  the  tirnl 
ovt-rture  of  accommodation.  I  know  she  is  equally  resolute  to  maintain  hi  r  orii,'inril  righln,  nn<l  if 
the  war  proceeds,  your  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  w  ill  not  be  a  match  for  her  power.*' 
The  proposed  interview  was  declined  in  the  following  note  : 

Cambridge,  Head  Quartees,  Jl'lt  11,  ITT5. 
"General  Lee's  compliments  to  General  Burgoyne? — would  be  extremely  happy  in  an  interview 
he  so  kindly  proposed — but  as  he  perceives  that  General  Burgoyne  has  already  made  up  his  mind  on 
this  great  subject ;  and  as  it  is  impossible  that  he,  General  Lee,  should  ever  alter  h\*  opinion,  h? 
is  apprehensive  that  the  interview  might  create  those  jenlomics  and  suspicions  so  natural  in  a  p«>o- 
ple  struggling  in  the  dearest  of  all  causes,  that  of  their  liberty,  property,  wives,  children,  an  !  fu- 
ture generations.  He  must,  therefore,  defer  the  happiness  of  embracing  a  man  whom  he  mo-t  sin- 
cerely loves,  until  the  subversion  of  the  present  tyrannical  ministry  and  system,  which  he  i*  (>*»rsusd<»d 
must  be  in  a  few  months,  as  he  knows  Greit  Britain  cannot  *tand  the  cont'?«t.  He  brgi  Gi-nor.! 
Burgoyne  will  send  the  letters  which  his  aid  dc  camp  hns  fnr  him.  If  Gardiner  i'  «id  d"  '•^^T', 
desires  his  love  to  him.''  1 
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Batcbelder  having  attended  that  service,  reported,  that  Mr.  Elbridge 
Gerry  was  chosen. 

Ordered^  That  Col.  Porter,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Major  Brooks,  be  a 
committeej  whose  business  it  shall  be,  in  conjunction  with  the  committee 
of  safety,  to  make  thorough'  inquiry  into  the  subject  matter  of  a  letter 
this  day  received  from  General  Washington,  [relating  to  reenforce- 
ments  for  the  army.]  And  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  confer 
with  General  Washington  on  the  subject  of  his  letter,  and  particularly 
inform  him  of  the  number  of  men  wc  had  generally  estimated  in  the 
Massachusetts  forces,  from  the  returns  of  the  general  officers,  from 
the  money  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  for  a  month's  advance  pay  to  the 
soldiers,  and  from  the  provision  made  for  billeting  the  said  forces.^ 

(1)  The  following  is  tho  letter  of  General  Wasliington  mentioned  in  the  text,  addressed  to  the 
President  of  Congress : 

HfAD  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  9,  1775. 
SiK  : — After  much  difticulty  and  delay,  I  have  procured  such  returns  of  the  state  of  t)ie  army  as 
will  enable  us  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  strength.  It  is  with  great  concern  1  find  it  far  inadequate 
to  our  general  expectations  and  the  duties  which  may  be  required  of  it.  The  number  of  men  fit 
for  duty  in  tiie  forces  raised  in  tliis  province,  including  all  the  out  posts  and  artillery,  does  not 
amount  to  nine  thousand.  The  troops  raised  in  the  otiicr  colonies  are  more  complete  ;  but  yet 
full  short  of  their  establishment.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  estimate  the  present  army  at 
more  than  fourteen  tliousand  five  hundred  men  capable  of  duty." 

"  [  have  the  satisfaction  to  find  the  troops,  both  in  camp  and  quarters,  very  healthy  j  so  that  the 
deficiency  must  arise  from  the  regiments  never  having  been  filled  up  to  the  establishment,  and  the 
number  of  men  on  furlough  :  but  the  former  is  much  most  considerable.  Under  all  these  circum- 
•tinces  I  yesterday  called  a  council  of  war ;  and,  enclosed,  I  send  you  an  extract  of  our  determi- 
nations, so  far  as  they  respect  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay." 

"Your  own  prudence  will  suggest  the  necessity  of  secrecy  on  this  subject,  as  we  have  the  utmost 
reason  to  think  the  enemy  suppose  our  numbers  much  greater  than  they  are  :  an  error  which  it  is 
not  our  interest  to  remove." 

The  great  extent  of  our  lines,  and  the  uncertainty  which  may  be  the  point  of  attack,  added  to 
iho  necessity  of  immediate  support,  have  induced  me  to  order  that  horses,  ready  saddled,  should  be 
kept  at  several  posts,  in  order  to  bring  the  most  speedy  intelligence  of  any  movement  of  the 
enemy." 

For  this  purpose  I  should  be  glad  that  ten  horses  might  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible.'* 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTO^^" 

'*  i*.  S.  As  I  am  informed  the  Congress  proposes  to  rise  immediately,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  committees  are  left,  or  upon  whom  the  executive  business  devolves.  G.  W  n." 

"At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Head  Quarters,  July  9,1775. — Present:  Ilis  excellency  General 
Washington,  Generals  Ward,  Lee,  Putnam,  Thomas,  Heath,  Green,  Gates." 

"  His  excelkncy  proposed  to  the  consideration  of  the  council — Wliut  number  of  troops  maybe  ne- 
cessary fur  the  present  service  in  and  near  Boston,  to  defend  the  posts  already  occupied,  against  the 
force  supposed  to  be  employed  against  us  ?" 

"  Upon  w  hich  it  was  agreed,  that  the  army  for  the  above  purpose  ought  to  consistof  at  least  22,000 
men." 

"  As  it  appears  by  the  returns  now  made,  that  the  number  of  effective  men  is  far  short  of  the 
above  estimate,  a  question  was  proposed,  viz. :" 
"  In  what  manner  this  deficiency  should  be  supplied  ?" 

"And  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  it  ought  to  be  done  by  sending  an  officer  from  each  company 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  General  Lee,  re- 
ported. The  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  authenticated, 
and  sent  forward  to  General  Lee,  by  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Gerry,  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Sir: — The  Congress  have  perused  the  letter  from  General  Bur- 
goyne,  which  you  was  kind  enough  to  submit  to  their  inspection. 
They  can  have  no  objection  to  the  proposed  interview,  from  a  want  of 
the  highest  confidence  in  the  wisdom,  discretion  and  integrity  of  Gen- 
eral Lee,  but  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that,  as  the  confidence  of  tlie  peo- 
ple in  their  General,  is  so  essentially  necessary,  to  the  well  conducting 
the  enterprize  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  as  a  people  contending  for 
their  liberties  are  naturally  disposed  to  jealousy,  and  not  inclined  to 
make  the  most  favorable  constructions  of  the  motives  of  conduct 
which  they  are  not  fully  acquainted  with,  whether  such  an  interview 
might  not  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  intluence,  which  the  Congress 
would  wish  to  extend,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  to  facilitate  and 
succeed  the  operations  of  war. 

The  Congress,  agreeably  to  your  request,  have,  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
we  are  able,  any  disagreeable  consequences,  which  may  arise  from  the 
jealousy  of  the  people  on  such  an  occasion,  appointed  Mr.  Elbridge 
Gerry  to  attend  you  at  the  proposed  interview,  if  you  shall  think  proper 
to  proceed  in  it,  and  as  they  do  not  think  themselves  authorized  to 
counteract  the  general's  inclination,  they  would  submit  it  to  his  opin- 
ion, whether  the  advice  of  the  council  of  war  might  not  be  taken  in  a 
matter  of  such  apparent  delicacy. 

To  the  honorahle  General  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Mitchell,  Capt.  Batchelder,  and  Deacon  Nich- 
ols, be  a  committee  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  town  of  Hull, 
and  report  what  is  best  to  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Deacon  Nichols,  and  Capt.  Stone,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  situation  of  the  public  stock  of  powder,  and 
report  what  shall  be  done  with  it. 

in  the  force?  raised  jn  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  recruit  the  regiments  to  which  they  respectively  Ix'- 
long,  to  the  estal)lLshment  fixed  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  colutiies  of  Rliode  Island  and  CVi- 
Becticut  being  already  engaged  in  recruiting.  And  that,  in  the  mean  time,  his  excellency  the  (Gen- 
eral do  apply  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  province,  for  their  assistance,  in  procuiing  a  tt-in- 
porary  reenforcement,  sul)jcct  to  the  same  military  rules  as  tlio  army  now  raised,  inasmm  h  as  the 
present  extent  of  lines,  and  great  probability  of  an  early  attack,  render  such  rccnforccaient  indii- 
pensably  necessary." 
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Afternoon. 

JZesolvcd,  That  the  resolve  which  passed  yesterday,  relative  to  Dan- 
iel Green,  be  reconsidered,  and  that  Capt.  Stone  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  resolve  with  regard  to  him. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Kollock,  and  Capt.  Parker,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  an  account  of  Mr.  John  Gill. 

Ordered  J  That  Capt.  Vose,  Mr.  Jewett,  and  Mr.  Bigelow,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  an  account  of  Mr.  Moses  Lammon,  for  a  gun  sold 
Barnabas  Evans. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  signing  the  bills,  &lc.,  be  directed 
to  sit,  and  despatch  the  business,  that  the  soldiers  may  be  paid  off,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  Concrress. 

Ordered^  That  Capt.  Stone,  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  Capt.  Harnden,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  account  of  Mr.  Isaac  Bissell. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies,  be  directed  to  write  to  the 
selectmen  of  Charlestovvn  and  Walpole,  in  the  government  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  desire  them  to  inform  them,  what  cannon  there  are  in 
those  towns  belonging  to  this  colony,  and  the  said  committee  are  to 
take  into  their  custody  such  as  they  shall  find  to  be  the  property  of  this 
colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Stephen  Hall  be  on  the  committee  in  the  room 
of  Doct.  Gunn,  to  sign  the  colony  notes. 

Mr.  Israel  Nichols'  account  was  passed  upon,  and  Ordered,  that  the 
receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  Mr.  Israel  Nich- 
ols, the  sum  of  eighteen  shillings,  in  full  of  his  account. 

Capt.  Stone,  agreeably  to  order,  brought  in  the  following  resolve, 
respecting  Daniel  Green,  which-was  accepted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  Watertown  be,  and  hereby  are  di- 
rected, to  take  Daniel  Green,  a  prisoner,  taken  in  the  late  battle  on 
the  19th  of  April  last,  who  is  now  in  this  town,  and  safely  convey  him 
to  Mr.  Jones,  prison  keeper  at  Concord ;  and  said  prison  keeper  is 
hereby  directed  safely  to  keep,  and  properly  support  the  said  Green, 
until  further  order  of  the  Congress  or  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee  on  Capt.  Lane's  account,  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 
to  pay  John  Lane,  the  sum  of  three  pounds  six  shillings,  for  horse  hire, 
and  expenses,  from  Falmouth  to  Watertown,  and  back  again,  in  be- 
half of  the  Penobscot  tribe  of  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 
to  pay  to  Mr.  Simon  Hastings,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  four  shillings, 
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for  attending  this  Congress  as  a  door-keeper,  for  forty-one  days,  the 
present  session. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  11,  1775. 

A  letter  from     ,  of  New  York,  to  the  committee  of 

donations  for  the  town  of  Boston,  was  read  ;  upon  which,  the  Con- 
gress assumed  the  consideration  of  a  report  relative  to  such  donations, 
which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  newspapers,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Whereas,  the  poor  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  who  have  been  as- 
signed to  the  several  towns  in  this  colony,  and  have  been,  and  still  are 
supported  at  tlie  public  expense,  for  reasons  that  arc  obvious;  there- 
fore, Resolved,  that  the  money,  grain,  flour,  6cc.  that  have,  or  shall  be 
generously  given  for  the  support  of  said  poor,  and  lodged  within  this 
colony,  ought  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  j)ublic  stock  of  this 
colony,  for  the  use  aforesaid;  and  the  committee  of  supplies  are  licrcby 
directed  to  take  care  of  such  donations  accordingly,  till  the  further  or^ 
der  of  this  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives;  and  when  any 
town  shall,  by  order  of  said  committee,  or  otherwise,  receive  or  make 
use  of  such  donations,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  selectmen  of  such  town 
are  hereby  ordered  to  exhibit  an  exact  account  thereof,  to  this  Con- 
gress, or  some  future  House  of  Representatives,  as  credit  to  their  ac- 
counts of  charges  for  the  support  of  the  poor  abovesaid. 

A  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  soldiers  who  had 
enlisted  a  second  time,  wasTcad,  and  committed  to  the  committee  who 
were  yesterday  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  General  Wash- 
ington's letter. 

Resolved,  That  if  this  committee  is  not  ready  to  report  to  the  Con- 
gress at  its  present  session,  that  they  be  directed  to  report  to  the  next 
General  Assembly  or  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Church,  Capt.  Stone,  and  Mr.  W^oodbridge, 
bo  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  a  resolve  of  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  relative  to  Mr.  Winslow's  employing  one  William  Lightly, 
to  carry  a  load  of  molasses  from  Connecticut  to  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  has  no  objection  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Greenwood  having  a  permit  to  go  into  Boston. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  town 
of  Hull,  reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  consider  of  a  request 
of  a  committee  from  the  town  of  Hull,  setting  forth  that  they  are  now 
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invested  by  an  armed  vessel,  and  expect  tliat  the  communication  be- 
tween tliem,  and  tlicir  neighbors,  will  soon  be  cut  off,  beg  leave  to 
report  the  following  resolve,  viz.  : 

Hesolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  accordingly  recommended  to 
the  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Hing- 
ham,  and  district  of  Cohasset,  that  tliey  cause  all  convenient  assistance 
to  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Hull,  in  removing  their  effects  from 
that  place,  and  securing  and  removing  the  crops  of  grain,  and  other 
produce,  from  said  town,  to  some  secure  place  for  the  use  of  the  pres- 
ent proprietors  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Pickering,  by  leave  of  Congress,  presented  the  following  resolve 
in  behalf  of  Capt.  Samuel  Williams,  which  was  accepted: 

On  an  application  made  to  this  Congress,  setting  forth  that  a  number 
of  gentlemen  at  Salem,  in  this  colony,  have  employed  Capt.  Samuel 
Williams  of  that  town,  to  procure  for  them,  at  their  cost,  a  number  of 
barrels  of  powder,  at  New  York,  or  elsewhere  to  the  southward  :  Re- 
solved, that  the  intention  of  those  gentlemen  is  agreeable  to  this  Con- 
gress, and  that  Capt.  Samuel  Williams  appears  to  be  a  friend  to  his 
country,  and  possesses  the  confidence  of  his  townsmen,  and  that  if  he 
executes  his  commission,  it  will  be  of  great  service  to  this,  aiid  the 
other  colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  employed  in  cutting  the  grass  on  the 
land  of  the  refugees,  be  allowed  half  a  pint  of  rum,  each,  per  day,  ,  , 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Col.  Porter,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  repair  immediately  to  General  Washington,  and  know  of  him 
what  number  of  men  he  would  have  this  Congress  raise,  for  a  tempo- 
rary reinforcement  of  the  army ;  and  to  inform  the  General  of  the 
powers  vested  by  this  Congress,  in  the  committee  of  safety,  and  to 
confer  with  the  General,  at  large,  on  the  state  of  the  army,  and  in  par- 
ticular, with  respect  to  some  soldiers  of  the  army  who  have  enlisted 
twice. 

Ordered,  That  the  president.  Col.  Palmer,  Mr.  Jewett,  Capt.  Stone, 
and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  committee  to  devise  some  means  of  raising 
speedily  a  temporary  reeuforcement  of  the  army,  and  to  bring  in  an 
establishment. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown,  Mr.  Glover,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a 
committee  to  procure  three  couriers  by  ten  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
employ  some  person  to  number  the  colony  notes. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Bigclow,  be  added  to  the  commit- 
tee, who  were  appointed  to  consider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  with 
the  public  stock  of  powder. 

Ordered,  That  C9I.  Lincoln  bring  in  a  resolve,  determining  what  is 
best  to  be  done  with  the  whale-boats. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shillaber,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a 
committee  to  see  that  the  fish,  procured  by  the  committee  of  supplies 
for  the  use  of  tliis  colony,  be  properly  taken  care  of. 

A  memorial  of  William  Hunt  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Major  Barber's  account  was  allowed,  and  the  receiver  general  di- 
rected to  pay  it. 

Col.  Lincoln,  agreeably  to  appointment,  brought  in  the  following 
resolve,  relative  to  whale-boats,  which  was  accei>tcd : 

AVhereas,  the  Congress,  sometime  past,  directed  and  empowered,  in 
the  absence  of  Capt.  Joshua  Davis,  Capt,  Edmund  Sojier  to  take  care 
of  a  number  of  whale-boats,  then  lying  in  the  river  at  Braintree,  pur- 
chased by  said  Davis  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  and  as  he  hath  procured 
and  brought  there,  a  very  considerable  number  more,  which  re«iuirc 
his  care  and  inspection ;  and  as  one  person  is  sufficient  to  have  the 
care  of  the  whole  of  them:  therefore.  Resolved,  that,  as  Ca[)t.  Davis  is 
now  returned,  Capt,  Edmund  Soper  be  excused  from  any  care  of  said 
boats,  until  further  orders;  that  he  give  information  to  said  Davis, 
where  they  are  lodged,  and  if  he  hath  delivered  any  of  them  to  the 
order  of  the  officers  in  the  army,  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  in  order 
to  his  receiving  them  into  his  possession,  as  soon  as  the  public  service 
will  admit  of  it. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  July  12,  177o. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of 
safety,  relative  to  INIr.  Winslow's  employing  one  William  Lightly  to 
carry  a  load  of  molasses  to  New  York,  &^^c.,  reported  the  tbllowing 
letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be 
authenticated,  and  sent  forward  : 

31ay  it  please  your  honor  : 

The  brigantine  Nancy,  now  in  the  harbor  of  Stonington,  in  Con- 
necticut, being  laden  with  molasses,  the  property  of  the  late  Jo>hua 
Winslow  of  Boston,  a  noted,  and  active  friend  to  administration  ; 
which,  as  we  are  well  informed,  is  now  directed  to  be  conveyed  to  New 
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York,  and  from  thence  as  we  conjecture,  from  sundry  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  sent  to  Boston ;  the  master  wlio  has  undertaken  this 
business,  being  now  in  custody,  liaving  given  the  information  before- 
mentioned,  the  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve to  your  honor,  whether  prudence  and  good  policy  do  not  suggest 
to  detain  said  sliip  and  cargo,  or  such  part  of  it  as  belongs  to  said 
Winslow,  for  the  use  of  the  colonies,  rather  than  to  sufler  them  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  General  Gage,  where  they  will  be  improved  to  the 
support  of  our  enemies,  and  to  augment  the  distress  of  these  colonies. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &-c. 
To  the  Hon.  Governor  Trumbull. 

Resolved,  That  said  William  Lightly  be  confined  in  Concord  jail, 
and  that  Mr.  Davis  be  dismissed,  and  that  Mr.  Woodbridge  bring  in  a 
resolve  for  this  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crane,  and  Mr.  Fox,  make  out  warrants  for 
several  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates,  agreeably  to  a  list  this  day  ex- 
hibited by  Doct.  Taylor,  and  that  such  warrants,  when  made  out,  be 
transmitted  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

Mr.  Glover,  by  leave  of  Congress,  brought  in  a  resolve,  recommend- 
ing to  such  able-bodied  men  as  have  left  their  sea-port  towns  to  return  ; 
which  resolve  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  many  able-bodied  men,  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  sea- 
port towns  of  the  colony,  have  removed  their  families  into  the  country, 
and  have  themselves  left  said  towns,  and  carried  with  them  their  arms 
and  ammunition ;  therefore.  Resolved,  that  this  Congress  do  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  such  persons,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  removing  the 
women,  and  children,  and  valuable  effects.  It  is  recommended  to  the 
male  inhabitants,  fit  to  bear  arms,  that  they  return  to  their  respective 
towns,  and  there  continue  with  that  dignity  and  firmness  which  ought 
ever  to  distinguish  an  American,  and  to  defend  them  from  the  ravages 
of  the  enemy,  until  it  shall  be  judged  by  the  inhabitants  of  such  towns, 
at  a  meeting  for  that  purpose,  expedient  to  vacate  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt.  Stone,  and  Col.  Moseley,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Noble,  dated 
Pittsfield,  July  3,  1775,  and  report.^ 

Mr.  Woodbridge,  agreeably  to  appointment,  brought  in  the  following 
resolves,  which  were  accepted. 


(1)  Capt.  Noble  asked  the  allowance  of  the  pay  roll  of  his  company  en^^ged  in  the  public  service, 
nudsr  Col.  Benedict  .Arnold. 


(I 
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Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
pay  to  Mr.  Jacob  Biglow,  the  sum  of  ct'l3,  for  sundry  axes,  shovels, 
and  spades,  and  for  procuring  and  carting  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  Jonathan  Broun,  the  sum  of  £ij  2s.  for  sundry  axes,  and  for 
collecting  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  army,  agreeably  to  the  direction 
of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  Major  A.  Fuller,  £7  2s.  8d.  for  axes,  «S^c.,  as  above. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  herci)y  directed 
to  pay  Deacon  Jonas  Stone,  the  sum  of  £18  I2s.  8d.  for  axes,  *.^c.,  as 
above. 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  ho  is  hereby  direcle<l  to 
pay  Mr.  Enoch  Ellis,  the  sum  of  £S  3s.  Id.  for  axes,  vVc,  as  above. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  General,  relative  to  the 
number  of  men  necessary  to  be  raised  for  a  temporary  reenforcement, 
reported  a  letter  from  him,  which  was  committed  to  the  con»?uittee  ap- 
pointed to  devise  means  of  raising  such  reenforcement,  to  which  com- 
mittee Col.  Porter,  Mr.  Glover,  and  Capt.  Parker,  were  adde«l. 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Doct.  Whiting, 
be  a  conunittee  to  take  into  their  custody  all  the  medicines,  medical 
stores  and  instruments,  which  are,  or  may  be  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  by  this  colony,  and  to  distribute  them  at  their  best  discretion, 
so  that  no  peculation  or  needless  waste  be  made  of  the  medicinal 
stores  belonging  to  the  public. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  have  leave  to  go  home  in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  situation  of  the  j)ublic 
stock  of  powder,  reported.  The  report  being  amended,  >\  as  drawn 
anew,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Tliis  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  situation  of  the  public 
stock  of  powder  that  is  now  in  Watertown:  Resolved^  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  committee  of  supplies,  to  make  a  division  of  said  powder 
into  two  or  more  parcels,  as  they  shall  judge  requisite;  that  they  de- 
posite  one  part  in  this  town,  and  the  remainder  in  such  other  town  or 
towns  as  they  shall  think  most  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Capt.  Stone,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  fifteen  persons,  taken  prisoners  at  Long  Island,  and 
sent  to  this  Congress  by  the  committee  of  safety. 
62 
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Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a 
committee  to  enlarge  the  commission  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety,  requesting  this  Congress  to 
appoint  a  special  committee  to  make  provision  for  the  poor  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  was  read.  The  matter,  after  debate,  was  ordered 
to  subside. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  devising  means  of  raising  a  tem- 
porary reenforcement,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  much 
debate  was  recommitted ;  and  Col.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Phillips,  were 
added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  fifteen  prisoners,  sent  to 
the  Congress  by  the  committee  of  safety,  reported,  verbally,  facts  as 
they  found  them  :  whereupon.  Ordered,  that  Jonathan  Winship,  and 
Jacob  Whipple,  two  of  the  prisoners,  be  discharged  immediately;  that 
Jacob  Davis,  another  of  the  prisoners,  be  sent  to  the  main  guard  at 
Cambridge,  the  Congress  having  great  reason  to  suspect,  that  he  en- 
listed in,  and  deserted  from  the  army  raised  by  this  colony,  and  that 
the  officers  of  the  guard  be  certified,  in  writing,  of  what  crime  the  said 
Jacob  now  stands  charged;  that  John  Freeman,  a  negro  man,  said  to 
be  the  servant  of  Mr.  Joseph  Howett  of  Newburyport,  be  sent  to  the 
jail  at  Cambridge,  there  to  continue  till  further  orders;  that  the  other 
prisoners,  with  the  said  Jacob  and  John,  be  committed  to  Capt.  Crafts, 
to  be  kept  under  guard,  until  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown  cause  suitable  provision  to  be  made  for 
the  said  prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Learned  be  directed  to  charge  the  expense  of 
keeping  Mr.  Lightly,  and  the  guard  that  attend  him,  to  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Kollock,  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  what  is  a  proper  establishment  of  salt  for  the 
army,  and  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  letter  from  Capt.  James  No- 
ble to  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  reported  a  resolve,  and  a  letter,  which 
were  accepted,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. :  Resolved,  that  Henry  Gardner, 
Esq.,  receiver  general,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ordered  to  pay  to  Capt. 
James  Noble,  or  order,  <£100,  as  part  of  his  pay  roll,  as  captain  in 
Col.  Benedict  Arnold's  regiment,  in  the  late  expedition  against  the 
posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  point,  for  the  use  of  said  company. 

Sir  :  We  received  yours  of  the  3d  instant,  by  Mr.  William  Barber, 
together  with  your  account  of  expenses,  and  a  muster  roll  of  your 
company,  whilst  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  under  the  command  of 
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Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  but  before  your  account  can  be  passed  with 
propriety,  it  must  be  examined,  and  adjusted  by  indillerent  persons. 
Therefore,  it  is  Ordered,  that  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the 
town  of  Pittsfield,  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose;  and  it  is  further 
Ordered^  that  you  make  oath  to  the  truth  and  justness  of  your  muster 
roll,  and  see  that  the  same  be  right  cast;  then  charge  yourself  with 
the  £'21  7s.  Id.,  which  you  received  of  Col.  Arnold,  as  advance  pay 
for  your  company ;  also  with  the  £\00  now  sent  you  by  Mr.  Barber, 
agreeably  to  your  order  ;  then  return  said  roll  and  account,  and  when 
you  comply  with  the  above,  you  will  receive  the  balance  due. 
To  Capt.  James  Noble. 

Lieut.  Zachariah  Gurney  having  conducted  fifteen  persons  who 
were  taken  at  Lonoj  Island,  to  this  Cono-ress,  and  the  Congress  having 
ordered  eleven  of  them,  under  a  guard  of  this  town,  and  dismissed  tlie 
other  two,  the  said  Gurney  is  discharged  from  further  attendance. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  John  Gill's  account  was  taken 
up,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  John  Gill,  beg  leave  to  report  l)y 
way  of  resolve,  as  follows :  Resolved,  that  the  receiver  general  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  to  the  within  named  John  Gill,  the 
sura  of  £Q  lis  6d,  in  full,  of  his  services  on  several  journeys,  horse 
hire,  expenses,  &lc. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  raising  a  temporary 
reenforcement,  again  reported.  The  report  was  amended,  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. :  Whereas,  a  speedy  augmentation  of  the  army 
is  wanted,  and  has  been  requested  by  the  general,  to  serve  as  a  tempo- 
rary reenforcement  until  the  new  levies  now  raising  to  fill  up  the  regi- 
ments in  the  field,  can  come  in,  and  until  they  shall  be  discharged  by 
the  general  of  the  army,  or  the  assembly  of  this  colony,  therefore,  Jic- 
solvcd,  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  in- 
habitants of   town,  that  they  immediately  raise  and  send  to  the 

camp  at  Cambridge,  men,  provided  with  a  good  fire-lock,  ammu- 
nition, and  a  blanket,  each,  who  shall  be  detained  not  longer  than  one 
month,  at  farthest,  from  the  beginning  of  their  march,  and  shall  be 
honorably  paid  for  their  service  by  the  colony,  all  due  regard  being 
had  to  the  present  urgency  of  farming  business,  and  the  inconvenience 
of  complying  with  such  a  requisition  at  this  juncture.  And  the  milita- 
ry officers,  selectmen,  and  committees  of  correspondence,  are  desired 
to  see  this  resolve  executed  w  ithout  delay,  and  that  they  be  paid  ac- 
cording to  the  following  establishment : 
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N.  B.  The  above  is  copied  from  the  original  report  on  file,  which 
has  been  ahered  and  still  appears  to  be  incorrect.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  printed  one  on  file : 

To  the  military  ofiicers,  selectmen,  and  committees  of  correspon- 
dence in  the  town  of  . 

Gentlemen  : — You  are  hereby  most  earnestly  requested  to  procure 
the  execution  of  the  subsequent  resolve,  with  the  greatest  possible  ex- 
pedition. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  IVatertowTtj  July  12,  1775. 
Whereas  a  very  speedy  augmentation  of  the  army  is  indispensably 
necessary,  and  has  been  requested  by  his  excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, to  serve  as  a  temporary  reenforcement  until  the  new  levies  now 
raising  to  fill  up  the  regiments  in  the  field  may  be  completed  :  There- 
fore, Resolved,  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  most  earnestly  recommended 

to  the  commanding  oflicer  of  every  company  in  the  town  of  ,  that 

they  immediately  raise,  and  send  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  able 

bodied  men,  each  provided  v/ith  a  good  fire-lock,  ammunition,  and 
blanket,  who  shall  be  detained  not  longer  than  one  month,  at  farthest, 
from  the  beginning  of  their  march,  and  be  paid  honorably  for  their 
service  ;  all  due  regard  in  the  pay  being  had  to  the  difficulty  of  com- 
plying with  this  requisition  in  the  present  urgency  of  the  business  of 

husbandry.  Those  who  are  required  from  together  w^ith  others 

who  are  called  from  ,  will  form  one  company,  under  the  com- 
mand of  such  officers  as  the  field  ofiicers  of  that  regiment  from  which 
the  greatest  number  of  said  company  is  taken,  shall  appoint.  And  the 
field  ofiicers  above  mentioned,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  desired 
accordingly,  without  delay,  to  appoint  one  captain,  and  two  lieuten- 
ants, of  persons  who  now  are,  or  have  been  in  command,  well  calcula- 
ted to  serve  the  public  in  these  departments. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

A  true  copy.  Attest. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  passed  this  forenoon,  recommending  to 
all  able  bodied  men,  who  have  left  their  sea-port  towns  to  return,  be 
reconsidered. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  July  13,  1775. 
A  letter  from  General  Washington's  secretary,  dated  nine  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  July  12,  1775,  was  read  ;  whereupon,  Resolved,  that  the  re- 
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solve  passed  yesterdayj  for  raising  a  temporary  reenforcement,  be  re- 
considered.^ 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  and  committee  of  Harpswell,  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Perry,  and  Deacon  Baker. 

The  instructions  reported  to  be  given  Capt.  Davis,  were  considered, 
and,  after  debate,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  dismissed. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Capt.  Baker,  and  J\Ir.  Learned,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  what  towns  the  ten  prisoners  now  under  guard 
in  this  town,  shall  be  sent  to. 

Ordered,  That  Michael  Edwards,  now  under  guard  in  this  town,  be 
immediately  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Col.  Farley,  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  and  consider  an  account  of  Mr.  Solomon  Loth- 
rop,  [for  the  entertainment  of  General  Washington.] 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Lincoln,  Col.  Porter,  and  Mr.  Perry,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  some  method  of  supplying  the  recruiting  olhcers 
with  money  for  the  purpose. 

[The  committee  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted, 
viz. :] 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be,  and  they  hereby  are  em- 
powered and  directed,  to  give  orders  on  the  receiver  general  in  favor  of 
such  officer  or  officers  as  are,  or  shall  be  appointed  as  recruiting  offi- 
cers, not  exceeding  the  sum  of  four  pounds  to  any  one  of  them,  and 
take  their  receipts  for  the  sum  they  shall  order  to  them  respectively, 
which  sum  is  to  be  deducted  from  their  wages  on  the  rolls  being  made 
up,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  a  house  of  representatives  of  this 
colony  ;  and  the  receiver  general  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  said  order 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  passed  yesterday,  directing  the  receiver 
general  to  pay  Capt.  James  Noble,  or  order,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  be  reconsidered,  and  that  a  resolve  be  drawn  by  Capt.  Stone, 

(I)  TUf  following  in  Uic  letter  montioaed  in  the  text : 

Head  Quarters,  CxMBRiDcr,  Ji'lt  12,  1775. 

"Sir: — Upon  a  conrcrcnce  with  Ihc  other  generals  respecting,'  tlie  militia,  it  lias  been  concluded, 
that  one  thousand  men  to  be  stationed  in  and  about  Mcdlbid,  will  be  sufficient  lor  the  present  ser- 
▼ice." 

"  His  excellency  has  also  directed  me  to  request  of  the  Congress,  in  his  name,  that  they  Mould  nt^o 
the  committees  in  the  several  towns,  to  forward  and  promote  the  new  levies  as  much  as  i)Ossible, 
and  that  they  would  exert  themselves  to  send  to  the  camp,  such  soldiers  as  have  staid  beyond  lh<'ir 
furloughs,  or  have  left  the  service,  and  may  be  returned  to  their  former  homes. 

"  J  api  sir,  with  much  respect,  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOS,  REED,  Siere(arrf." 
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directing  the  said  receiver  general,  to  pay  Mr.  William  Barber,  the 
said  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  the  use  of  Capt.  Noble. 

Resolved^  That  Capt.  Stone  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  president 
of  this  Congress  in  the  absence  of  Col.  Warren. 

Capt.  Stone,  agreeably  to  his  request,  being  excused  from  the  office 
of  president : 

Resolved^  That  Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln  be  appointed  to  officiate  as 
president  of  this  Congress  in  the  absence  of  the  lion.  James  Warren, 
Esq. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  selectmen 
and  committee  of  safety  of  the  district  of  Ilarpswcll,i  reported,  that  the 
consideration  of  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  general  assembly.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Lieut.  Zachariah  Gurney  be,  and  he  hereby  is  di- 
rected, to  take  into  his  custody  John  Davis,  and  John  Freeman  a  ne- 
gro man,  and  convey  them  to  Cambridge,  and  deliver  them  according 
to  the  resolves  of  this  Congress  respecting  them ;  copies  of  which  are 
to  be  delivered  him,  together  with  this  resolve. 

Capt.  Stone,  agreeably  to  the  direction  this  day  of  Congress,  brought 
in  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted  :  . 

(1)  "  To  ike  honorable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  £aij,  convened  at  Watertown,  July 
1775." 

The  petition  of  the  selectmen  and  committee  of  safety,  at  tlie  deisire,  and  inbclialf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district  of  Harpswcll,  humbly  sheweth  ;  tliat  your  petitioners  have,  at  all  times,  exert- 
ed themselves  in  prosecutinp^  tiiose  measures  recommended  by  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Con- 
gresses ^  that  it  is  their  fixed  determination  to  continue  thus  to  do  j  that  some  of  said  inhabitants 
cheerfully  enlisted  for  the  public  safety,  and  to  ward  off  tiiat  despotic  and  arbitrary  power  witli 
'which  administration  is  aiming  to  "govern  the  colonies  ;  that  said  district,  on  the  account  of  its  situa- 
tion, being  an  isthmus,  or  neck  of  land,  about  ten  miles  in  length,  with  many  adjacent  islands,  nav- 
igable on  each  side,  upwards  of  seven  miles  for  ships  of  the  navy,  and  abounding  witii  cattle,  sheep, 
&.C.,  is  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  British  troops  ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  district, 
did,  at  their  own  cost,  station  guards  every  night,  at  sundry  places  most  exposed,  lost  the  troops 
should  be  benefited  by  their  provision  ;  that  the  enlisted  men  vere,  upon  the  20th  of  June  last,  put 
upon  duty  by  order  of  their  su{)erior  officers,  to  guard  said  district  from  the  plundering  of  troops 
•which  were  daily  expected  with  cutters,  &.c.  ;  that  the  inliabitants  of  said  district  are  in  low  cir- 
cumstances, and  are  unable  to  enlist  any  more  men,  unless  their  husbandry  employment  greatly  suf- 
fers, which  must  be  an  additional  distress  to  that  w  liich  they  already  feel  ;  that,  should  the  men  al- 
ready enlisted  be  called  away  to  join  the  army,  said  district  is  liable  to  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  rav- 
ages of  troops  wliich  may  attack  it  for  fresh  provisions.  Your  petitioners  therefore,  humbly  pray, 
that  \h\s  honorable  Congress  in  their  great  wisdom,  would  allow  said  district  the  number  of  men  al- 
ready enlisted,  with  such  additional  number,  as  the  Congress  may  judge  proper  ;  and  your  petition- 
ers, as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray." 

♦'JOHN  RODICK,  )  Selectmen 

WILLIAM  SYLVESTER.  J  of  said  District. 

PAUL  KENDALL,  }  CovimitWe  of  Safeiii 

WILLLAM  SYLVESTER.  I  for  said  DUtnct/-' 

Harpswell,  8  Jul^,  1775. 
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Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  ordered,  to  pay  to  Mr.  William  Barber,  for  the  use  of  Capt. 
James  Noble,  =£100,  as  part  of  said  Noble's  pay  roll  as  captain  in  Col. 
Benedict  Arnold's  regiment,  in  the  late  expedition  ajrainst  the  posts  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  for  the  use  of  said  Noble's  company. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  an  account  of  Mr.  Solomon 
Lothrop,  reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows^  viz. :, 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  generajl  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
pay  Mr.  S.  Lothrop,  the  sum  of  <£24  Gs.  9d.  in  full  of  his  account 
exhibited  this  day,  for  entertainment  provided  for  General  Washing- 
ton. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  passed  yesterday,  directing  the  receiver 
general  to  pay  Mr.  John  Gill  £6  17s.  8d.  be  reconsidered. 

Resolved,  Tliat  John  Davis,  one  of  the  persons  taken  from  Long 
Island,  and  brouglit  under  guard  to  this  Congress,  be  remanded  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  at  Cambridge,  being  sus- 
pected to  have  deserted  from  Capt.  Foster's  company  in  the  artillery, 
and  engaged  in  the  service  of  our  enemies :  that  he  be  delivered,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  this  resolve,  to  such  officer  as  the  general  shall 
appoint. 

Resolved,  That  John  Freeman  a  negro  man,  one  of  the  persons 
taken  from  Long  Island,  and  brought  under  guard  to  this  Congress, 
be  committed  to  the  jail  in  Cambridge;  there  to  remain  until  he  be 
discharged  by  order  of  this  Congress,  or  some  future  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, or  by  order  of  the  committee  of  safety,  in  case  there  is  no 
Congress  or  house  of  representatives  then  sitting,  and  the  jail  keeper 
is  hereby  directed  to  receive,  detain,  and  provide  for  the  said  John 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crane,  Major  Fuller  and  Mr.  Jewett,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  relative  to  horses,  this 
day  presented  to  Congress. 

The  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  such  soldiers  as 
have  enlisted  twice,  was  read,  and  again  recommitted  to  Col.  Porter, 
Col.  Mosely  and  Capt.  Stone. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Kollock  and  Mr.  Robinson,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  not  to  kill  any  more  sheep,  till  the  general  assembly  shall 
take  some  order  hereon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  establishment  of  salt,  for  the 
soldiers,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 
Whereas,  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  Congress,  that  there  is 
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now  great  want  of  salt  in  the  camps ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the 
commissary  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  when  application  is  made  by 
any  of  the  officers  for  the  above  said  article,  to  deal  out  one  gill  per 
week  to  each  person,  for  which  said  application  is  made,  and  no  more. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider* a  resolve  of  tl^  ccyniftttce  of 
safety,  relative  to  several  horses  taken  from  the  enemy,  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Whereas,  four. horses 
were  taken  by  Capt.  Brown,  of  Salem,  and  a  party  with  him  at  or  near 
Charlestown  neck,  and  some  disputes  having  arisen  whose  property 
said  horses  should  be,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  said  horses  be  de- 
livered into  the  hands  of  Capt.  Brown  aforesaid,  until  the  further  order 
of  this  Congress,  or  some  future  house  of  representatives  of  this  colo- 
ny, to  whom  he  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony,  not  to  kill  any  more  sheep,  &c.,  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  newspapers, 
and  in  handbills  to  be  issued  for  procuring  coats,  &-c. 

Whereas,  Uiere  is  the  highest  probability  of  a  very  large  demand 
for  the  article  of  wool,  and  inconceivable  mischief  may  ensue  from 
delaying  a  speedy  provision  for  its  increase  ;  therefore.  Resolved,  that 
it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  that 
they  refrain  from  killing  any  sheep,  or  lambs,  excepting  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Congress,  or  some  fu- 
ture assembly  of  this  colony,  and  it  is  expected  of  every  person  who 
regards  the  advice  of  this  body,  the  decisions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  the  welfare  of  this  people,  that  they  grant  a  strict  compliance 
herewith. 

A  resolve  was  brought  in  on  the  account  of  Alexander  Gray,  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
pay  Mr.  Alexander  Gray,  or  order,  £2  7s.  Sd.  in  full  for  the  balance 
of  his  account  of  time,  and  expenses,  on  a  journey  to  Philadelphia,  as 
an  express  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

A  resolve  for  payment  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Barber's  account  was 
brought  in,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
pay  Mr.  Nathaniel  Barber,  or  order,  £4  14s.  4d.  in  full  for  one 
month's  service  as  store  keeper  of  the  ordnance,  and  expenses  of 
horse  hire,  &c.,  agreeably  to  an  account  exhibited  to  this  Congress, 
by  said  Barber. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of 
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safety,  relative  to  soldiers  who  had  enlisted  twice,  reported.  The  re- 
port was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  "Whereas,  many  inconven- 
iences have  arisen  by  reason  of  divers  soldiers  of  the  forces  raised  by  this 
colony  enlisting  a  second  time  into.other  companies  than  those  which 
they  first  enlisted  into,  which  ought  to  be  remedied ;  therefore,  Re- 
solved, that  every  soldier,  who,  before  the  second  day  of  July  instant,  has 
#ilisted  into  other  companies  than  those  witff  whom  he  at  first  enlist- 
ed, unless  the  second  enlistment  was  made  with  the  consent  of  the 
oflicer  with  whom  he  at  first  enlisted,  or  by  consent  of  the  committee 
of  safety,  or  order  of  Congress,  in  either  of  which  cases  the  first  en- 
listment shall  be  void,  shall  return  to  the  company  wiili  whom  he  first 
enlisted,  if  requested  by  the  commanding  officer  of  such  company, 
otherwise  to  remain  in  the  company  he  next  enlisted  into.  And  in 
case  any  dispute  shall  arise,  whether  any  such  second  enlistment  was 
made  by  consent,  or  order,  as  above  expressed,  the  committee  of  safety 
are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  fully  and  finally  to  settle  and  de- 
termine the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  towns  the  ten  prisoners 
shall  be  sent  to,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz. : 

Resolved,  That  ten  persons,  taken  from  Long  Island,  be  sent  to 
the  towns  in  the  county  of  Worcester  hereafter  named,  viz.  :  John 
Hayes  and  Thomas  Bibby  to  the  town  of  Lunenburg ;  James  Grilfin 
and  John  Reed  to  Rutland  ;  Perez  Merren  and  Michael  IMalony  to 
Shrewsbury  ;  Patrick  Hickey  and  Richard  Nash  to  Brookfield  ;  Mi- 
chael Mellows  and  John  Fleming  to  Sutton  :  to  be  received,- employ- 
ed and  provided  for,  by  the  selectmen  of  those  respective  towns,  iu 
the  best  way  and  manner  they  can,  till  the  further  order  of  this  col- 
ony. And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  prisoners  shall  not  be 
at  liberty  to  pass  over  the  line  of  the  town,  where  they  are  respective- 
ly stationed,  without  a  pass  from  the  selectmen  of  such  town,, after 
they  have  arrived  therein. 

Furtlier  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing,  so  far  as  relates  to 
each  town,  be  by  them  carried  to  the  selectmen  of  such  town,  and  that 
each  of  the  above  named  persons  be  informed,  that  any  attempt  to 
make  an  escape,  or  evade  the  execution  of  the  above  resolve,  shall  be 
deemed  full  evidence  of  his  beino-  encrao-ed  in  the  service  of  the  ene- 
mies  of  this  country,  and  that  he  shall  be  treated  as  such. 

Further  Resolved,  that  each  of  the  said  persons  be  furnished  with 
two  days'  provisions,  to  enable  them  to  repair  to  the  several  places  of 
63 
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their  destination ;  uliicli  provision  shall  be  delivered  to  them  by  Cap- 
tain Brown,  out  of  the  colony  stores  in  this  place. 

Ordered^  That  the  president,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Col.  Porter,  Mr. 
Gerry,  and  Capt.  Stone,  be  a  committee  to  revise  and  explain  the  com- 
mission of  the  committee  of  safety. 

Afternoon. 

[The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commission  of  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz. :] 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  Benjamin 
Church,  Capt.  Benjamin  White,  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  Mr.  Richard 
Dcvens,  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Col.  Azor  Orne,  Hon.  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Esq.,  Nathan  Cashing,  Esq.,  Doct.  Samuel  Ilolten,  and 
lion,  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee 
of  safety  for  this  colony,  with  the  powers  and  authorities  hereafter  ex- 
pressed, and  no  other,  that  is  to  say ;  that  the  said  committee  shall 
have  full  power,  at  any  time  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  if  they 
shall  judge  it  necessary,  in  the  shortest  and  most  effectual  manner,  to 
summon  and  cause  to  come  together  a  quorum  of  this  Congress,  forty 
at  the  least  to  be  accounted  a  quorum,  at  such  place  as  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  judge  most  proper ;  and  in  assembling  such  quorum  the 
said  committee  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  to  notify  such  members  as 
may  be  most  expeditiously  assembled.  Also,  that  the  said  committee 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  invested  with  full  power,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of 
July  instant,  or  until  their  commission  shall  be  abrogated  by  the  repre- 
sentative body  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  upon  application  made 
to  tliem  therefor,  by  the  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  conti- 
nental army  in  this  colony,  for  the  time  being,  or  whenever  the  said 
committee,  without  such  application,  shall  judge  the  safety  of  the 
"lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  or  of  any  of 
them,  shall  absolutely  require  it,  to  warn,  and  cause  to  be  assembled, 
such  and  so  many  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary, 
at  such  place  or  places  within  the  colony  as  they  shall  judge  proper, 
and  such  militia  to  retain  and  discharge  as  to  the  said  committee  shall 
seem  meet.  Also,  that  the  said  committee  are  hereby  empowered, 
during  the  time  last  mentioned,  to  procure,  and  employ  for  that  part  of 
the  said  continental  army  raised  by  this  colony,  all  such  armorers  and 
other  tradesmen  and  artificers,  as  they  shall  suppose  and  judge  to  be 
needed,  to  furllier  and  promote  the  operations  of  the  said  army,  and 
them,  as  also  all  such  tradesmen  and  artificers  as  are  now  retained,, 
and  employed  for  that  part  of  the  said  army,  to  regulate,  arrange,  rc- 


i 


1775.]  THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.  m) 

move,  dismiss,  and  discharge,  for  uiiskilfuhiess,  inifaitlifulness,  or 
whenever  the  service  may  not  require  the  fiirllier  retaining  thcin,  or 
any  of  them.  And  the  said  conunittee  are  lierehy  <h*<ired  to  l)e  atten- 
tive to  the  hehavior.  and  performances  of  sucli  tradesmen  and  artilicers 
as  are  now,  or  shall  be  in  the  service  and  em})loy  of  this  colony  in  the 
said  army,  that  the  colony  be  not  defrauded  by  unfaithful,  and  incom- 
petent persons. 

And  the  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute  all  the 
commissions,  and  perform  all  the  services  which  have  been  given  them, 
and  to  which  they  have  been  appointed  in  and  by  any  special  resolves 
of  this  Congress,  made  and  passed  at  this  session,  which  tiiey  have  not 
yet  executed  and  performed. 

And  furthermore,  the  said  committee  are  hereby  empowered  to  make 
such  further  provision  for  the  reception,  sustenance,  and  support  of  the 
poor  of  Boston  and  Charlcstown  as  have,  or  may  come  out  of  s;iid 
towns,  as  may  a])pear  to  be  necessary  for  their  comfortable  std)sistence, 
accordinjT  to  the  intention  of  Conf^ress,  taking  all  imasrinable  care  to 
guard  against  the  infection  of  the  small  pox,  by  persons  coming  out  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  any  otlier  means  whatever. 

And  it  is  hereby  Resolved,  and  Ordered,  that  any  five  of  said  com- 
mittee, if  a  majority  are  not  present,  be  a  quorum,  with  full  powers  to 
act  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  whole  were  present.  And  the  whole 
of  said  committee  are  desired,  notwithstanding,  to  give  their  punctual, 
and  constant  attendance  on  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  fully 
empowered,  until  the  thirtieth  of  July  instant,  or  until  their  commission 
shall  be  abrogated  by  the  representative  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony,  .to  receive,  examine,  and  discharge,  or  cause  to  be  confined, 
according  to  their  wisdom,  any  person  or  persons  taken  captive,  that 
may  properly  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the  representative  body  of 
this  people,  and  to  receive,  and  duly  secure,  any  interests,  or  edects, 
the  conduct  whereof  is  not  already  provided  for,  that  shall  be  at  the 
di.sposal  of  this  colony.  And  all  the  powers  with  which  the  conunittee 
of  safety  were  vested  by  the  resolve  of  the  eighteenth  of  May  last,  except 
such  as  are  contained  in  the  above  resolves,  are  hereby  revoked,  and 
declared  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller  of  Newton,  Col.  Farley,  Mr.  Crane, 
Capt.  Stone,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  prison- 
ers brought  from  Machias,  and  report  what  is  best  to  be  done  with 
them. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Mosely,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  Mr.  Kollock  be 
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a  committee  to  consider  Lieut.  Ely  Styles'  [account  of  the]  expense 
of  bringing  ten  prisoners  from  Macliias. 

The  committee  last  mentioned,  having  attended  the  service  to  which 
they  were  appointed,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, viz. : 

Kcsolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  Lieut,  Ely  Styles  the  sum  of  six  pounds  twelve  shillings,  in  full 
discharge  of  the  money  he  expended  in  bringing  a  number  of  prisoners 
from  Machias  to  Watertown. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  with 
the  ten  prisoners  brought  from  Machias,  reported :  whereupon,  Hc- 
solvcd,  that  the  commanding  ofHcer  of  the  town  of  Watertown  be 
desired  to  appoint  some  officer,  with  a  guard  of  not  more  than  eight 
men,  to  conduct  the  said  prisoners  to  the  jail  in  Worcester,  tomorrow 
morning :  that  Captain  Crafts  be  desired  to  take  care  of  the  said  pris- 
oners, till  that  time ;  and  that  the  officer  who  may  be  appointed  to 
conduct  said  prisoners  to  Worcester,  be  empowered  to  draw  on  Capt. 
Brown,  the  commissary  in  this  town,  for  so  much  provisions  as  may  be 
necessary  for  their  support  to  Worcester;  and  Capt.  Brown  is  directed 
to  supply  them  accordingly. 

The  report  above  mentioned  was  [reconsidered,  amended,  and]  ac- 
cepted, as  follows,  viz. : 

Rcsoh'cd,  That  Thomas  Skinner,  a  seaman,  William  Nurse,  a  ma- 
rine, John  Burrows,  a  seaman,  Nicholas  Durham,  a  marine,  Peter  Larch- 
er,  a  sailor,  Thomas  Crispo,  Joseph  Temple,  sailors,  William  Bishop, 
a  sailor,  and  John  Pardra,  a  marine,  prisoners,  all  taken  on  board  the 
armed  schooner,  called  the  Margaretta,  commanded  by  Matthew  Moor, 
near  Machias,  be  all  sent  under  a  proper  guard  to  the  common  jail  in 
the  county  of  "Worcester,  and  the  jail  keeper  is  hereby  directed  to  re- 
ceive them  therein,  and  provide  for  them,  and  detain  them  there  till 
the  further  order  of  this  Congress  or  [the]  House  of  Representatives  of 
this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phillips  be  appointed  to  acquaint  General  Wash- 
ington with  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress,  with  regard  to  Daniel 
Green,  lately  conveyed  to  Concord  jail,  and  the  reasons  thereof;  and 
desire  his  excellency  to  take  such  further  order  concerning  him  as  his 
wisdom  may  direct. 

Ordered,  That  the  president,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon, 
for  his  attendance  and  acceptable  services  to  this  Congress  as  their 
chaplain. 
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Ordered,  That  the  president,  Mr.  Gill,  and  JMr.  Gerry,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
meeting-house  for  the  use  of  it,  during  the  session  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  present  president,  (Col.  Lincoln,)  I\Ir.  Gill,  and 
Mr.  Gerry,  be  a  committee  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  the 
Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  for  his  faithful  services  as  president  of  the 
Congress. 

llesohcdy  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  hereby  are  direct- 
ed, on  application  made  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  colony,  to  grant  them  such  relief,  out  of  the  public  stores,  as 
they  may  think  proper,  consistent  with  the  general  interest,  during  the 
recess  of  the  Congress. 

Whereas,  the  lion.  Jedediah  Preble,  and  the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman, 
Esq.,  have  employed  some  persons  to  build  a  number  of  uhale-boats 
for  the  service  of  the  public,  therefore,  Hcsohcd,  that  the  committee  of 
supplies  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  deliver  to  Capt.  Briant  Mor- 
ton, or  order,  to  be  by  said  Morton  delivered  to  said  Preble  and  Free- 
man, such  a  quantity  of  nails  and  provisions  as  they  think  will  be 
necessary  to  complete  the  building  said  boats. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  eight  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

Wednesday,  July  19,  1775. 

Col.  Easton  being  admitted,  requested  that  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  necessity  of  drawing  on  the  treasury  for  the  sum  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds,  said  to  be  due  to  his  regiment  at  Ticonderoga. 

On  a  motion  made.  Ordered,  that  Deacon  Fisher,  Doct.  Taylor,  and 
Mr.  Gill,  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  be  directed,  in 
case  they  cannot  report  to  this  Congress,  to  make  report  to  the  next 
House  of  Representatives. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  Congress  be  dissolved, 
the  question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Congress  was  accordingly  dissolved. 


SAMUEL  FREExMAN,  Secretary. 
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NOVEMRER  2,  1T74. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  at  the  house  of  Cupt.  Sted- 
man,  in  Cambridge,  November  2,  1774,  Wednesday  : 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  chairman,  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  Wat- 
son, Col.  Palmer,  ]\Ir.  Devens,  Capt.  Ileatli,  Doct.  Warren,  Doct. 
Church,  Capt.  White,  Joliri  Pigeon  : 

Voted,  Tliat  Jolm  Pigeon  be  clerk  of  this  connnittce. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  supplies,  to  pro- 
cure, as  soon  as  may  be,  3o5  barrels  of  pork,  "700  barrels  of  flour,  20  tier- 
ces of  rice,  300  bushels  of  pease  ;  and  that  there  be  deposited  of  them, 
in  Worcester,  200  barrels  of  pork,  400  barrels  of  flour,  150  bushels  of 
pease ;  and,  at  Concord,  155  barrels  of  pork,  300  barrels  of  flour,  50 
tierces  of  rice,  and  150  bushels  of  pease. 

Adjourned  to  meet  next  Tuesday,  ten  o'clock,  at  Capt.  Stedman's. 

November  8,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  of  supplies  at  the  house 
of  Capt.  Stedman,  Tuesday  the  Sth  of  November,  1774  : 

Present — Doct.  Warren,  Doct.  Church,  Capt.  White,  Capt.  Healh, 
Mr.  Devens,  Col.  Palmer,  INIr.  Watson,  J.  Pigeon,  committee  of  safety : 
Col.  Lee,  Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Hall,  Col.  Lincoln,  commit- 
tee of  supi)lies  : 

Voted,  unanimously,  by  the  committee  of  safety,  that  the  committee 
of  supplies  be  advised  to  procure  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  they 
can,  at  the  neighboring  provinces  on  the  continent ;  and,  that  it  is  re- 
commended, that  the  committee  of  supplies  do,  and  may  with  safety, 
engage  to  pay  for  the  same,  on  the  arrival  here  of  said  arms  and  am- 
munition. 

Voted,  That  the  committees  adjourn  to  Mrs.  Whittemore's,  in 
Charlestown,  to  meet  ne.\t  Tuesday,  at  tea  o'clock. 
G4 
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NOVEMDER   15,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  Mrs.  Whit- 
temore's,  in  Charlestown,  on  Tuesday,  15th  November,  1774 : 

Pmcn^— Doct.  AVarren,  Doct.  Church,  Col.  Palmer,  Mr.  Devens, 
Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  White,  J.  V'lgeou,  committee  of  safety : 
Col.  Lee,  Col.  Lincoln,  Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  Gill,  committee  of  sup- 
plies : 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  Mr.  Gill  be  desired  to  apply  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Powell,  to  get  seven  large  pieces  of  cannon,  on  the  best  terms  he 
can;  and,  that  said  Gill  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Hall  be  desired  to  get  them 
out  of  Boston  to  some  place  in  the  country,  in  such  maimer  as  they 
may  think  most  prudent. 

December  20,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Whittemore,  of  Charlestown,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1774  : 

Present — John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Heath,  Capt.  White, 
Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Warren,  Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Palmer,  J.  Pigeon, 
committee  of  saf  ti/ :  Col.  Lee,  Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr  Hall, 
committee  of  supplies  : 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  endeavor  to  procure  the  fol- 
lowing articles,  viz. :  200  spades,  150  iron  shovels,  150  pick-axes, 
1000  six  quart  iron  pots,  200  bill  hooks,  1000  wooden  mess  bowls,  1 
tenant  saw,  sieves,  cartridge  paper,  tin  cases,  tubes,  drills,  hand  mal- 
lets, drawing  knives,  gunner's  quadrants,  and  fuses,  as  much  as  they 
think  necessary  of  each  of  those  articles,  to  which  the  quantity  is  not 
annexed. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  Doct.  Warren,  Doct.  Church,  and  the 
Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  inspect  the  commis.«a- 
lies'  stores,  in  Boston,  and  report  what  surgeon's  stores  and  stores  of 
other  kind  are  there. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  War- 
ren, and  Mr.  Gill,  be  a  committee  to  write  a  letter  to  Henry  Gardner, 
Esq.,  directing  him  to  draft  a  letter  to  the  collectors  and  constables, 
requesting  them  to  make  immediate  payments  of  the  taxes  for  1773 
and  1774,  and  all  other  province  money  in  their  hands. 

Voted,  That  the  committees  adjourn  to  meet  next  Wednesday,  at 
eleven  o'clock,  at  Mrs,  Whittemore's,  in  Charlestown. 
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January  5,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  oftiie  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  AVhittemoic,  of  Charlestown,  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1775  : 

Present — John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  Warren,  Mr.  Watson,  Col. 
Heath,  J.  Pigeon,  committee  of  safety :  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Gill,  Deacon 
Cheever,  Mr.  Hall,  Col.  Lincoln,  committee  of  supplies  : 

Voted,  That  the  last  vote  at  the  meeting  on  the  20ih  ultimo,  ^vhe^e- 
in  a  committee  was  appointed  to  write  a  letter  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq., 
directing  him  to  write  to  the  collectors  and  constables,  recjucsting  im- 
mediate payment  of  the  taxes  for  1773  and  1774,  and  all  (nlier  pro\incc 
debts,  be  reconsidered,  which  was  done,  and,  Voted,  that  it  subside, 
and  that  said  Gardner  receive  the  taxes,         when  brought  to  him. 

Voted,  That  Doct.  Warren  be  desired  to  wait  on  Col.  llobinson,  to 
desire  him  to  deliver  to  any  person  Deacon  Cheever  sliall  send,  two 
brass  cannon,  and  two  seven  inch  mortars  and  beds,  and,  tl»at  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Dawes  be  desired  to  deliver  to  said  Cheever,  one  pair  of  brass 
cannon,  and,  tliat  the  said  Cheever  procure  carriages  for  said  cannon, 
or  any  other  cannon  that  require  them  ;  that  the  battering  cannon  car- 
riages be  carried  to  the  cannon  at  Waltham,  and,  that  tiie  cannon  and 
carriages  remain  there  till  further  orders. 

Voted,  That  the  committees  adjourn,  and  meet  at  this  place  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  this  month,  eleven  o'clock,  but  if  stormy,  the  next 
fair  day. 

January  25,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Whittemore,  of  Charlestown,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1775  : 

Present — Doct,  Warren,  Mr.  Watson,  Deacon  Palmer,  JNIr.  Dcvens, 
Capt.  AVhite,  Col.  Orne,  J.  Pigeon,  committee  of  safety  :  Mr.  Gil), 
Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  Hall,  Col.  Lhicoln,  committee  of  supplies  : 

Voted,  That  all  the  cannon,  mortars,  cannon  balls  and  shells,  be  do- 
posited  at  the  towns  of  Worcester  and  Concord,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  the  provisions  are  to  be  deposited. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  two  ten  inch  mortars  be  provided,  and 
also,  two  howitzers  be  provided,  together  with  a  suitable  quantity  of 
shells,  by  the  committee  of  supplies. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  committee  of  supplies  endeavor  fo  pro- 
cure the  following  articles,  viz. :  200  axes  handled  and  ground  com- 
plete, 50  wheelbarrows. 
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Voted,  unanimously,  that  Deacon  Clieever  settle  the  account  with 
Mrs.  Whittemore,  for  charges  of  entertainment  at  her  liouse,  pay  the 
same,  and  exhibit  his  account  to  the  next  Consress. 
•  Voted,  That  the  two  committees  adjourn,  and  meet  next  Friday 
week,  at  one  o'clock,  at  Capt.  Stedman's,  of  Cambridge,  and  dine  to- 
gether, and,  that  Mr.  Watson  bespeak  a  dinner  and  room. 

February  3,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety  and  committee  of  supplies, 
at  the  house  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Stedman,  on  Friday,  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary : 

Present — The  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Palmer, 
Capt.  White,  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Heath,  Mr.  Devens,  committee  of  safety: 
Col.  Lee,  Col.  Lincoln,  Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Mr.  Hall,  com- 
iHittce  of  supplies  : 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  six  pounders  that  were  formerly  voted 
to  be  procured,  be  passed  by. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  two  pieces  of  brass  cannon  in  the  care 
of  Capt.  Robinson,  and  the  two  pieces  of  [cannon]  that  were  taken  out 
of  Boston,  be  included  in  the  sixteen  that  were  voted. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  chairman  of  [the  committee  of]  sup- 
plies be  directed  to  report  to  the  Congress  their  transactions,  since 
tlieir  appointment,  and,  that  this  report  be  made  to-morrow  forenoon. ^ 

February  13,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  'of  safety  and  the  committee  of  sup- 
I>lies,  at  Capt.  Stedman's,  at  Cambridge,  on  Monday,  February  13, 
1775 : 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock,  Mr.  Palmer,  Deacon  Fisher,  Capt. 
White,  Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Heath,  Mr.  Devens,  of  the  committee  of 
safety:  Col.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Gill,  Elbridge  Gerry,  of  the  committee  of 
supplies  : 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  desired  to  purchase  all 
the  powder  they  can,  upon  the  best  terms  they  can. 

Voted,  Thvit  Capt.  White  and  Col.  Lincoln,  be  a  committee  to  wait 
on  Col.  Robinson,  and  receive  from  him  the  four  brass  field  pieces, 
and  three  brass  mortars,  now  in  his  hands,  the  property  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  as  soon  us  may  be,  remove  them  to  the  town  of  Concord, 

(1)  The  records  of  this  meeting,  and  of  that  held  February  13,  are  subscribed  by  Richard  Devensi 
•9  clerk  yro  tempore. 
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and  they  are  to  inform  him  that  the  committee  agree,  in  case  of  a  rup- 
ture witli  the  troops,  tliat  the  said  field  pieces  shall  be  for  the  use  of 
the  artillery  companies  in  Boston  and  Dorchester,  and  if  matters  are 
settled  without,  said  field  pieces  are  to  be  returned  to  said  Ilobinson. 

February  21,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  committee  of  sup- 
plies, at  the  house  of  Capt.  Nathan  Adams,  in  Charlestown,  Tuesday, 
February  21,  1775  : 

Present — Hon.  John.  Hancock,  Doct.  Joseph  Warren,  Doct.  Church, 
Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Heath,  Mr.  Devens,  Col.  Orne,  committee  of  safety : 
Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Cheever,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Col.  Lincoln,  committee  of 
sup])lies  : 

Voted,  unanimously,  by  both  committees,  that  the  committee  of 
supplies  do  procure  ten  tons  of  brimstone,  provided,  it  can  be  had  on 
this  condition  ;  that  the  committee  of  supplies  engage  to  pay  tliere- 
for,  when  the  present  owner  shall  have  opportunity  to  sell  the  same,  or 
that  it  shall  be  returned  in  six  months  if  not  used,  and  if  used,  that  it 
shall  then  be  paid  for. 

Voted,  unanimously,  by  the  committee  of  safety,  that  the  commit- 
tee of  supplies  purchase  all  kinds  of  warlike  stores,  sufficient  for  an 
army  of  fifteen  thousand  men  to  take  the  field. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  powder  that  is  now  at  Concord  be  re- 
moved to  Leicester. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  the  committee  of  supplies  get  fifteen 
thousand  canteens. 

Voted,  That  Docts.  Warren  and  Church  be  a  committee  to  bring  in 
an  inventory  of  what  is  necessary  in  the  way  of  their  profession,  for 
the  above  army  to  take  the  field. 

To/cf/,  That  these  committees  adjourn  to  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock,  in  this  place. 

February  22,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  committee  of 
supplies,  Wednesday  morning,  February  22,  1775  : 

Present— Hon.  John  Hancock,  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Heath,  Capt.  White, 
Mr.  Watson.  Mr.  Devens,  Mr.  Pinreon,  Doct.  Warren  and  Doct. 
Church,  committee  of  safety :  Col.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Cheever,  Mr.  Gerry 
and  Mr.  Gill,  of  the  committee  of  supplies : 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  procure  one  hundred  bell 
tents,  for  arms. 
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Voted,  That  tlie  committee  of  supplies  procure  one  thousand  field 
tents  complete,  for  the  soldiers. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  procure  ten  tons  of  lead 
balls,  in  addition  to  what  were  formerly  voted. 

Voted,  That  said  committee  employ  a  number  of  men  to  make  cart- 
ridges for  fifteen  thousand  men,  for  thirty  rounds. 

Voted,  That  said  committee  purchase  three  hundred  bushels  of 
beans  or  peas,  more  than  formerly  ordered.  Also,  that  they  purchase 
twenty  hogsheads  of  molasses:  also,  150  quintals  of  salt  fish:  also, 
two  carpenters'  chests  of  tools  complete. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Pigeon  be  the  commissary  of  stores. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  on  the  arrival  of  more  troops, 
take  possession  of  the  province  arms,  now  at  the  college,  and  send 
them  to  Worcester. 

Voted,  That  the  province  arms,  now  at  Boston  and  Roxbury,  be  re- 
moved by  Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  to  Worcester. 

Voted,  unanimously,  by  both  committees,  that,  on  certain  intelli- 
gence, or  such  as  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  such,  of  the  arrival 
of  the  reenforcements  coming  to  General  Gage,  that  then  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  assemble  the  Congress,  be  desired  to  despatch  cou- 
riers to  assemble  the  Congress  immediately. 

Voted,  That  the  committees  adjourn  to  this  place,  to  meet  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  forty-five  minutes  after  7  o'clock  :  and  that  when 
the  committees  meet  to  transact  business  after  the  arrival  of  the  reen- 
forcements to  General  Gage,  it  be  at  Capt.  Stedman's  at  Cambridge. 

February  23,  1*75. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety  and  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies, February  23,  1775 : 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock,  Col.  Orne,  Capt.  White,  Doct. 
Church,  Mr.  Devens,  Mr.  Watson,  Doct.  AVarren,  Mr.  Pigeon,  com- 
mittee of  safety :  Col  Lincoln,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Cheever  and  Mr.  Gill, 
committee  of  suppUcs : 

Voted,  That  Doct.  Church,  Mr.  Gerry  and  John  Pigeon,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  draft  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  militia,  and 
the  commanding  ofiicers  of  the  minute  men  through  the  province,  to 
assemble  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia  through  the  province  on  receipt 
of  this  letter. 

Voted,  That  one  hundred  of  each  of  the  letters  be  printed,  and  two 
hundred  of  the  resolves  of  Congress,  relating  to  the  committee  of  safe- 
ty assembling  the  militia. 
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Voiecl,  That  Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  and  Doct.  Church,  be  a  committee  to 
draft  a  letter  to  each  member  of  Congress,  to  require  his  attendance 
directly  on  receipt  of  said  letters. 

Voted,  by  the  two  committees,  that  the  following  colonels  have  each 
two  field  pieces  put  into  their  hands,  by  the  connnittee  of  supplies, 
viz.  :  Col.  Gardner  of  Cambridge,  Col.  Mitchel  of  Bridgewater,  Col. 
"Warren  of  Plymouth,  Col.  Heath  of  Roxbury,  Col.  Ward  of  Shrews- 
bury, Col.  Foster  of  Brookfield,  Col.  Robinson  of  Dorchester,  and 
two  for  the  use  of  the  artillery  company  of  Boston,  lately  commanded 
by  Major  Paddock. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Gerry  and  Doct.  Church,  be  a  committee  to  draft 
a  letter  to  the  above  colonels,  relative  to  the  above  cannon. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  purchase  twenty  hogsheads 
of  rum,  and  send  them  to  Concord. 

Vottd,  That  Doct.  Warren  be  desired  to  apply  to  the  company  for- 
merly under  the  command  of  Major  Paddock,  and  know  how  many  of 
them  may  be  depended  on,  officers  and  men,  to  form  an  artillery  com- 
pany, when  the  constitutional  army  of  the  province  shall  take  the 
field,  and  that  report  be  made  without  loss  of  time. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Cheever  and  Mr.  Devens  procure  couriers  to  carry 
letters  to  the  several  colonels  who  are  appointed  to  have  the  care  of 
the  sixteen  field  pieces,  and  get  an  answer,  and  bring  to  the  committee 
of  supplies. 

Voted,  Th^t  Cols.  Gardner  and  Heath  be  desired  to  procure,  by  bor- 
rowing, field  pieces  to  learn  their  companies  the  exercise  of  them. 

February  24,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies, February  24,  1775 : 

Present— lion.  John  Hancock,  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  Devens,  Capt.  White, 
Mr.  Watson,  J.  Pigeon,  Doct.  Warren,  Col.  llc:iih,  euwniittcc  of  sajlfi/  : 
Col.  Lincoln,  David  Cheever,  Esq.,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Gill,  committee 
o  f  sujJ2)lic:>  : 

Voted,  That  what  artillery  companies  are  formed  in  the  regiments, 
shall  consist  of  thirty-two  privates. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  procure  the  following  arti- 
cles, and  send  the  same  to  Concord,  viz.  :  1000  candles;  100  hlids. 
salt ;  a  suitable  supply  of  wooden  spoons ;  20  casks  of  raisins ;  20 
bushels  of  oatmeal ;  1500  yards  Russia  linen ;  also  2  barrels  Lisbon 
oil  ;  6  casks  of  Malaga  wine,  and  t)  casks  of  Lisbon  wine,  to  be 
lodged  at  Stow. 
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Voted,  That  Doct.  Warren,  Doct.  Church,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Cheever, 
Col.  Oriic  and  Mr.  Devens,  make  inquiry  where  fifteen  doctor's  chests 
can  be  got,  and  on  what  terms,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that' the  clerk  of  the  committee  of  safety,  in 
behalf  of  said  committee,  sign  the  letters  to  Col.  Warren,  Col.  Ward, 
Col.  Mitchell  and  Col.  Foster,  relating  to  two  pieces  of  cannon  to  be 
put  under  the  care  of  each  of  those  gentlemen. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  Mr.  John  Goddard,  of  Brookline,  be  wag- 
gon master  for  the  army,  and  that  Capt.  White  inform  him  of  his 
clioice  by  the  province. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Pigeon,  Capt.  White  and  Mr.  Watson,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  how  many  couriers  shall  be  chosen  to  go  to  the  sev- 
eral colonels  through  the  province  for  returns  of  militia  men,  and  the 
minute  men,  and  report  what  road  each  courier  shall  go. 

Voted,  That  eight  field  pieces,  with  the  shot  and  cartridges,  and 
two  brass  mortars  with  their  bombs,  be  deposited  at  Leicester,  with 
Col.  Henshaw. 

Voted,  That  these  committees  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  the  7th  of 
March,  [to  meet]  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Stedman  of  Cambridge,  at 
ten  o'clock. 

March  7,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies, at  the  house  of  Capt.  Stedman  of  Cambridge,  on  Tuesday,  the 
7th  of  March,  1775  : 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock,  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Warren,  Mr. 
Watson,  Mr.  Palmer,  Capt.  White,  Mr.  Devens,  Col.  Heath,  Mr. 
Pigeon,  Mr.  Adams,  Hon.  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq.,  committee  of  safety  : 
Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Gill,  Deacon  Cheever,  Col.  Lincoln,  committee  of  sitp- 
plics : 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  make  a  dtaft 
on  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  the  receiver  general,  in  favor  of  Doct.  Jo- 
seph Warren  and  Doct.  Benjamin  Church,  for  five  hundred  pounds, 
lawful  money,  to  enable  them  to  purchase  such  articles  for  the  provin- 
cial chests  of  medicine  as  cannot  be  got  on  credit,  to  be  deducted 
from  the  provinciid  tax  payable  by  the  town  of  Boston. 

Voted,  That  what  the  seven  hundred  barrels  of  flour  formerly  voted, 
fall  short  of  two  hundred  weight  each,  be  made  up  to  the  quantity  of 
fourteen  hundred  weight  of  flour. 

Voted,  That  the  committees  adjourn,  to  meet  at  Capt.  Stedman's  in 
Cambridge,  at  nine  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next. 


1775.]     COMMITTEES  OF  SAFETY  AND  SUPPLIES.  513 


'  March  14,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  the  house 
of  Capt.  Stedman,  Tuesday,  14th  March,  1775: 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock,  Col  Heath,  Caj)t.  Wliite,  Col.  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Devens,  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Pigeon,  Hon.  Thomas 
Gushing  and  Mr.  Samuel  xidams,  committee  of  safety :  Deacon  Clice- 
ver,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Gill,  committee  of  sifj)2)Iics : 

Voted,  That  watches  be  kept  constantly  at  places  where  the  provin- 
cial magazines  are  kept,  and  that  the  clerk  write  on  the  subject  to  Col. 
Barrett  of  Concord,  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.  of  Stow,  and  Capt.  Timo- 
thy Bigelow  of  AVorcester,  leaving  it  to  them  how  many  the  watches 
shall  consist  of 

Voted,  That  the  members  on  these  committees,  belonging  to  the  towns 
of  Charlestown,  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  be  desired,  at  the  province 
expense,  to  procure  at  least  two  men  for  a  watch  every  night,  to  be 
placed  in  each  of  those  towns,  and  that  said  members  be  in  readiness 
to  send  couriers  forward  to  the  towns  where  the  magazines  arc  placed, 
when  sallies  are  made  from  the  army  by  night. ^ 

Voted,  That  the  committees  adjourn  to  [meet  on]  the  2*2d  of  this 
month,  at  Concord. 

March  23,  17*;  5. 

At  u  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  the  liousc 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  at  Concord,  the  23d  March,  1775  : 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Heath,  Capt. 
White,  Deacon  Palmer,  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Devens,  Mr.  Pigeon,  com- 
mittee of  safety  :  Deacon  Cheever,  Col.  Lincoln,  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Gill,  committee  of  supplies  : 

Voted,  That  a  ton  of  musket  bullets  now  arrived  at  Concord,  bo 
there  lodged  with  Col.  Barrett.- 

(1)  On  the  fifteenth  of  March,  the  committees  directed  Col.  Burrctt  of  Concord,  to  inz^i^f  a 
cient  number  of  faithful  mon  to  guard  the  colony  magazines  in  that  town,  to  keep  a  ^uKahh'  num- 
ber of  teams  in  constant  reatliness,  hy  day  and  night,  on  the  siiortest  notice,  to  reniovo  the  »turci, 
and  to  provide  couriers  to  alarm  tlie  neighboring  towns,  on  receiving  inforuialion  of  any  nioveuienti 
of  the  British  troops. 

(2)  The  following  letter  from  Plymouth  is  preserved  on  the  files  of  the  committees: 

"Plvjiolth,  March  27,  ITTC-.  ' 

'*  The  selectmen  and  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Plymoutli,  he;,'  kavo  to  n  jir**- 
»ent  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  town,  and  to  desire  such  aid  and  protection  as  yt*u,  i;i  j»ur 
wisdom,  shall  think,  proper  to  direct.  We  have  an  open  harl)or,  on  which  lie  the  towns  of  PJ* - 
mouth,  Kingston  and  Duxborough,  extending  twelve  or  thirteen  miles,  in  almost  every  part  ol 
where  it  is  extremely  easy  for  troops  to  land,  commit  ravages,  and  retreat,  unles.-  a  snlKi  I'^ni  limr*. 
i«  continually  on  duty  to  watch  and  repel  them.   Ever  since  the  late  alarm,  tlic  luh  I'jii  iiili  ol  iI.m 


514 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


[April  14, 


April  1,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  at  Concord,  April  1, 1775, 
Voted,  that  the  stores  at  Concord,  and  elsewhere,  shall  not  be  removed 
without  written  orders  from  the  committee  of  safety. 

April  5,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, of  Concord,  on  Wednesday,  April  5,  1775  : 

Present — lion.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Col.  Palmer,  Col.  Heath,  Capt. 
White,  Mr.  Watson,  J.  Pigeon,  Mr.  Devens : 

Vvtcd^  unanimously,  that  the  committee  of  supplies  do  directly  fur- 
nish this  committee  with  an  exact  account,  in  writing,  of  all  the  pro- 
visions and  stores,  and  the  places  of  their  disposition. 

Voted,  That  one  piece  of  cannon  be  sent  to  Col.  Mitchell  of  Bridg- 
water. 

April  14,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety  at  Concord,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  on  Saturday,  April  14,  1775  : 

Present — Hon.  John  Hancock.  Esq.,  Col.  Heath,  Capt.  White,  Mr. 
Devens,  Col.  Gardner,  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Palmer  : 

Voted,  That  the  cannon  now  in  the  town  of  Concord,  be  immedi- 
ately disposed  of  within  said  town,  as  the  committee  of  supplies  may 
direct. 

Voted,  That  the  cannon  powder  now  at  Leicester  be  removed,  one 
load  at  a  time,  to  this  town,  and  made  into  cartridges,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  of  supplies. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Devens  acted  as  clerk  pro  tempore.  Col.  Gardner  this 
day  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  committee  of  safety,  instead  of  Deacon 
Fisher,  who  resigned,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  he  lives. 

town,  apprehensive  of  danger,  have  been  on  almost  constant  duty,  without  being  able  to  at- 
tend to  their  private  alTuirs  :  the  consequence  of  which  must  produce  great  distress,  if  not  ruin, 
unless  they  can  be  relieved.  Another  very  peculiar  circumstance  attending  us  is,  that  in  case  we 
should  be  attacked,  no  immediate  aid  can  come  to  our  assistance  from  the  back  country,  we  being 
surrounded  by  a  wilderness,  extending  several  miles,  without,  any  inhabitants  at  all,  and  several 
more  miles  wiih  M'.iy  few  arid  scattering  ones.  We,  therefore,  pray  your  consideration  of  these 
matters,  and  that  you  would  order  the  minute  regiment  under  the  command  of  Col.  Cotton,  to  be 
posted  here,  and  tliat  proper  provision  be  made  for  them." 
"  We  are,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect," 

"  Your  very  humble  servants," 

"JOHN  TORREV,  Chairman,  per  arder  of 

the  committee  and  selectmai  of  the  town  of  Plymouth.^* 

"  To  thr  honorable  the  committee  of  safety  for  the  province  of  the 

Massachudetlii  Bay,  note  sittinff  at  Cambridge  or  elsewkere." 
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April  17,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  at  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's house,  in  Concord,  on  Monday,  April  17,  1775  : 

Present — Hon.  John  . Hancock,  Esq.,  Col.  Heath,  Col.  Palmer, 
Capt.  White,  JMr.  Devens,  Col.  Gardner,  Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Orne  and 
J.  Pigeon,  committee  of  safety  :  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Cheever,  Mr. 
Gerry  and  Col.  Lincoln,  committee  of  supplies  : 

Vo/cc/,  unanimously,  that  application  be  made  to  Capt.  Hatch,  for 
captain  of  the  artillery  company  for  Boston,  and  if  he  refuses,  to  offer 
it  to  Mr.  Crafts,  and  so  on  in  order  as  they  stand  in  the  company  ; 
also,  that  Capt.  Robinson  of  Dorchester  be  applied  to  as  captain  of 
the  company  of  Dorchester ;  and  that  Mr.  Newhall  of  Charlestown  be 
applied  to ;  that  the  captain  for  the  Marblehead  company  be  not  ap- 
pointed until  the  Marblehead  members  make  inquiry  and  report;  that 
Capt.  Timotliy  Bigelow  be  applied  to  as  captain  of  the  Worcester  com- 
pany ;  that  ^Ir.  Tiiomas  Wait  Foster  of  lladley,  be  applied  to  as  cap- 
tain of  the  company  at  Hadley, 

Voted,  That  two  four  pounders,  now  at  Concord,  be  mounted  by 
the  committee  of  supplies,  and  that  Col.  Barrett  be  desired  to  rai^e  an 
artillery  company,  to  join  the  army  when  raised,  they  to  have  no  pay 
until  they  join  the  army ;  and  also  that  an  instructer  for  the  use  of  the 
cannon  be  appointed,  to  be  put  directly  in  pay. 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  six  pounds,  lawful  money,  a  month,  be  a 
captain's  pay  in  an  artillery  company,  that  the  first  and  second  lieuten- 
ant have  four  pounds,  the  lieutenant  of  fireworks  to  have  three  pounds, 
five  shillings,  that  the  sergeants  have  forty-two  shillings  per  month  ;  the 
corporals  thirty-eight  shillings  per  montli,  the  common  men  thirty-six 
shillings  per  month,  the  drummers  and  fifers  thirty-eight  shillings  per 
month  ;  also,  that  four  shillings  per  week  be  allowed  for  their  board. 

Voted,  That  when  these  committees  adjourn,  it  be  to  Mr.  Wetherhy'i*, 
at  the  Black  Horse,  Menotomy,  on  Wednesday,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Voted,  That  the  four  six  pounders  be  transported  to  Groton,  and  put 
under  the  care  of  Col.  Prescott. 

Voted,  That  two  seven  inch  brass  mortars  be  transported  to  Acton. 

Voted,  That  the  two  committees  adjourn  to  Mr.  Wetherby's,  at 
Menotomy,  [at]  ten  o'clock. 

April  IS,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  safety  and  supplies,  on  Tuesday, 
the  ISth  of  April,  1775  : 

Present— Co\.  Orne,  Col.  Palmer,  Col.  Heath,  Col.  Gardner,  Mr. 
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Devens,  Mr.  Watson,  Capt.  White,  J.  Pigeon,  committee  of  safety  : 
David  Clieever,  Esq.,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Lee,  Col.  Lincoln,  committee  of 
supplies  : 

Voted,  That  the  two  brass  two  pounders,  and  two  brass  three  pound- 
ers, be  under  the  care  of  the  Boston  company  of  artillery,  and  of  Capt. 
Robinson's  [company.] 

[The  following  letter  was  sent  to  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow.] 

Newton,  April  17,  1775. 

Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow : 

Sir  : — The  committee  desired  me  to  write  you,  to  desire  the  favor 
of  your  company,  next  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  at  Mr.  Wether- 
by's,  at  the  Black  Horse,  in  Menotomy,  on  business  of  great  impor- 
tance. 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

J.  PIGEON,  Ckrl: 
P.  S.    The  committee  meet  at  ten  o'clock. 

Voted,  That  all  the  ammunition  be  deposited  in  nine  different  towns 
in  this  province  ;  that  Worcester  be  one  of  them  ;  that  Lancaster  be 
one,  (N.  B.  Col.  Whitcomb  is  there ;)  that  Concord  be  one ;  and,  that 
Groton,  Stoughtonham,  Stow,  Mendon,  Leicester,  and  Sudbury,  be  the 
others.  1 

Voted,  That  part  of  the  provisions  be  removed  from  Concord,  viz.  : 
50  barrels  of  beef,  from  thence  to  Sudbury,  with  Deacon  Plympton; 
100  barrels  of  flour,  of  which  what  is  in  the  malt-house  in  Concord  be 
part ;  20  casks  of  rice  ;  15  hogslieads  of  molasses ;  10  hogsheads  of 
rum ;  500  candles. 

■  Voted,  That  there  be,  by  the  committee  of  supplies,  provided,  six 
ammunition  carts,  one  to  be  in  each  town  where  a  company  of  matros- 
ses  is  fixed. 

Voted,  That  one  company  of  matrosses  be  stationed  at  Worcester  ; 
one  at  Concord ;  one  at  Stoughtonham  ;  one  at  Stoughton  ;  one  at 
Stow  ;  and,  one  at  Lancaster.^ 

Voted,  That  thirty-three  rounds  of  round  shot,  thirty-three  rounds  of 
grape  shot,  and,  thirty-three  canisters  of  langrage,  be  provided  and 
lodged  with  each  of  the  twelve  field  pieces  belonging  to  the  province, 

(1)  In  the  oiiginal  journal  the  words  "  bo  another,"  are  added  to  the  name  of  each  town. 

(2)  The  word  "  ditto"  is  inserted  in  the  original,  before  the  place  designated  for  the  station  of  the 
company. 
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together  with  one  hundred  cartridges  of  powder,  one  hundred  and  six- 
teen tube?,  one  Imndred  wads,  together  with  all  necessary  materials. 

Voted,  That  the  towns  of  Worcester,  Concord,  Stow,  and  Lancas- 
ter, be  provided  with  two  iron  three  pound  cannon  each. 

Voted,  That  four  hundred  and  fifty  four-pound-cannon  ball  be  car- 
ried from  Stoughtonham  to  Sudbury. 

Voted,  That  one  ton  of  grape  shot  be  carried  from  Stoughtonham  to 
Sudbury. 

Voted,  That  one  ton  of  three  pound  cannon  ball  be  carried  from 
ditto  to  ditto. 

Voted,  That  one  half  of  the  two  pound  cannon  ball,  now  at  Stough- 
tonham, exclusive  of  what  is  for  the  use  of  the  niatrosses,  be  carried  to 
Sudbury. 

Voted,  That  the  vote  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  relating  to  tlie  pow- 
der being  removed  from  Leicester  to  Concord,  be  reconsidered,  and, 
that  the  clerk  bo  directed  to  write  to  Col.  Barrett,  accordingly,  and  to 
desire  he  would  not  proceed  in  making  it  up  in  cartridges. 

Vtitcd,  That  one  half  of  the  musket  cartridges  be  removed  from  Stow 
to  Groton. 

Voted,  That  the  muskets  balls  under  the  care  of  Col.  Barrett,  be 
buried  under  ground,  in  some  safe  place,  that  he  be  desired  to  do  it, 
and  to  let  the  commissary  only  be  informed  thereof 

Voted,  That  the  spades,  pick-axes,  bill-hooks,  shovels,  axes,  hatch- 
ets, crows,  and  wheelbarrovv's,  now  at  Concord,  be  divided,  and  one 
third  remain  in  Concord,  one  third  at  Sudbury,  and  one  third  at  Stow. 

Voted,  That  five  hundred  iron  pots  be  deposited  at  Sudbury,  five 
hundred  at  Concord,  and  one-  thousand  at  Worcester. 

Voted,  That  the  two  thousand  wooden  bowls  be  deposited  [in  those 
towns  in  the  same  proportion]  as  the  pots ;  and  the  spoons  in  the  same 
manner. 

Voted,  That  the  fifteen  thousand  canteens  be  deposited  [in  the  same 
manner] as  the  above. 

Voted,  That  the  weights  and  measures  be  put  into  the  commissary's 
hands. 

Voted,  That  two  medicinal  chests  still  remain  at  Concord,  at  two  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town;  three  of  said  chests  at  Sudbury,  in  different 
parts  of  the  town;  six  do.  at  Groton,  Mendon,  and  Stow,  two  in  each 
town,  and  in  different  places  ;  two  ditto  in  Worcester,  one  in  each  part 
of  the  town ;  and,  two  in  Lancaster,  ditto ;  that  sixteen  hundred  yards 
of  Russia  linen  be  deposited  in  seven  parts,  with  the  doctor's  chests ; 
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that  the  eleven  hundred  tents  be  deposited  in  equal  parts  in  Worces- 
ter, Lancaster,  Groton,  Stow,  Mendon,  Leicester,  and  Sudbur}'. 

Voted,  That  these  committees  adjourn  to  nine  o'clock  instead  of  ten. 

Voted,  I'hat  the  papers  belonging  to  the  committees  be  lodged  with 
Mr.  Abraham  Watson. 

[The  following  letter  was  sent  to  Col.  Barrett :] 

Newton,  April  19,  1775. 

Col  Barrett  ; 

Sir  : — The  committee  have  directed  me  to  inform  you,  that  the  can- 
non powder,  which  last  Saturday  you  were  desired  to  have  removed 
from  Leicester,  one  load  at  a  time,  and  to  make  up  into  cartridges, 
they  would  not  have  you  send  for,  unless  you  have  already;  but,  if  sent 
for,  take  care  of  it;  but  do'nt  make  it  into  cartridges. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  PIGEON,  Clerk. 

[April  20,  1775.] 
[The  following  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  several  towns  :] 

{Gentlemen  : — The  barbarous  murders  committed  upon  our  inno- 
cent brethren,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  have  made  it  absolute- 
ly necessary,  tliat  we  immediately  raise  an  army  to  defend  our  wives 
and  children  from  the  butchering  hands  of  an  inhuman  soldiery,  who, 
incensed  at  the  obstacles  they  meet  with  in  their  bloody  progress,  and 
enraged  at  being  repulsed  from  the  field  of  slaughter,  will,  without  the 
least  doubt,  take  the  first  opportunity  in  their  power,  to  ravage  this  de- 
voted county  with  fire  and  sword.  We  conjure  yOu,  therefore,  by  all 
that  is  sacred,  that  you  give  assistance  in  forming  an  army.  Our  all 
is  at  stake.  Death  and  devastation  are  the  certain  consequences  of 
delay.  Every  moment  is  infinitely  precious.  An  hour  lost  may  del- 
uge your  country  in  blood,  and  entail  perpetual  slavery  upon  the  few 
of  our  posterity  who  may  survive  the  carnage.  We  beg  and  entreat, 
as  you  will  answer  to  your  country,  to  your  own  consciences,  and 
above  all,  as  you  will  answer  to  God  himself,  that  you  will  hasten  and 
encourage  by  all  possible  means,  the  enlistment  of  men  to  form  the 
army,  and  send  them  forward  to  head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  with  that 
expedition,  which  the  vast  importance  and  instant  urgency  of  the  aftair 
demands.]^ 

(1)  The  following  letter  was  addressed  by  the  committee  of  safety  to  the  govermnenta  of  the  col- 
onies of  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut. 

"Cambridge,  April  20,  1775." 
"  On  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  early  in  tlie  morning,  a  detachmont  of  General  Gage's  army 
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April  21,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  safety,  April  21,  1775,  [the  follow- 
ing] form  of  enlistment  [was  adopted  :] 

I,  A.  B.  do  hereby  solemnly  engage  and  enlist  myself  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Massachusetts  service,  from  the  day  of  my  enlistment  to  the  last 
day  of  December  next,  unless  the  service  should  admit  of  a  discharge 

marched  into  tlie  country  to  Lexington,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Boston,  where  iJicy  met  with  a 
small  party  of  minute  men  exercising,  who  had  no  intention  of  doing  any  injury  to  liic  regulars; 
but  they  fired  uj)on  our  men,  without  any  provocation  ;  killed  eight  of  them  the  first  onset;  then 
marched  forward  to  Concord,  where  they  destroyed  the  mugnzines  and  store*  for  a  considerable 
time.  Our  people  however,  mustered,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  repulsed  the  Ironji.i,  purt^uing  them 
quite  down  to  Charlestown,  until  they  reached  a  place  called  Bunker's  ilill,  ulihough  they  receiv- 
ed a  very  large  reenforcenient  at  Lexington  from  General  Gage.  As  the  troopti  have  now  com- 
menced hostilities,  we  think  it  oar  duty  to  exert  our  utmost  strength  to  save  our  country  from  ab- 
solute slavery.  We  pray  jour  honors  would  afford  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  and  nhall 
be  glud  that  our  brelhrcti  who  come  to  our  aid,  may  be  supplied  with  military  stores  arid  provisions, 
as  we  have  none  of  either  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  our-elvci?.  \Vc  pray  God  to  direct 
you  to  such  measures  as  shall  tend  to  the  salvation  of  our  common  liberties. 

Per  order  of  the  committee  of  safety." 

A  letter  was  addressed  to  General  Gage,  by  Doct.  Joseph  Warren,  of  the  same  date,  which  ful 
lows  : 

"  Cambridge,  April  20,  1775." 

*'  Sir: — The  unhappy  situation  into  which  this  colony  is  thrown,  gives  the  greatest  uneasiness 
to  every  man  who  regards  the  welfare  of  the  empire,  or  feels  for  the  distresses  of  his  fellow-men, 
bat  even  now,  much  may  be  done  to  alleviate  those  misfortunes  which  cannot  be  entirely  remedied, 
and  I  think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us,  that  our  conduct  be  such  as  that  the  contending  par- 
ties may  entirely  rely  upon  the  honor  and  integrity  of  each  other,  for  the  punctual  performance  of 
any  agreement  that  shall  be  made  between  them.  Your  excellency,  I  believe,  knows  very  veil 
the  part  I  have  taken  in  public  affairs.  I  ever  scorned  disguise.  I  think  I  have  done  my  duty  j 
some  may  think  otherwise  ;  but  be  assured,  Sir,  as  far  as  my  influence  goes,  every  thing  which  can 
reasonably  be  required  of  us  to  do,  shall  be  done,  and  every  thing  promised  shall  be  religiously  per- 
formed. I  should  now  be  very  glad  to  know  from  yon,  Sir,  how  many  days  you  desire  may  be  al- 
lowed for  such  as  desire  to  remove  to  Boston,  with  their  effects  ;  and  what  time  yon  will  allow  the 
people  in  Bo3t<m  for  their  removal.  When  1  have  received  that  information,  1  w  ill  repair  to  Con- 
g»e»»,  and  hasten,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  issuing  a  proclamation.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  lh« 
condition  of  admitting  only  thirty  waggons  at  a  time  into  tlie  town,  nppear8  to  me  very  inconveui- 
•tit,  ttiul  w  ill  prevent  the  good  effects  of  a  proclamation  intended  to  be  issued  for  encouraging  all 
*a^:j;o«\eKi  to  o«r*i«t  in  removing  the  effects  from  Boston  with  all  j>osyibIe  speed.  If  your  excellen- 
cy will  bo  pleased  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  favor  me,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  an 
EDnwer,  it  M  ill  lay  me  under  a  great  obligation,  as  it  so  nearly  concerns  the  welfare  of  my  friends 
in  Boston.  I  have  many  things  which  I  wish  to  say  to  your  excellency,  and  most  pincerely  wish  I 
bad  broken  through  the  formalities  m  hich  I  thought  due  to  your  rank,  and  freely  have  told  you  ail  I 
knew  or  thought  of  public  affairs,  and  I  must  ever  confess,  whatever  may  be  the  event,  that  you 
generously  gave  me  such  opening,  as  I  now  think  I  ought  to  have  embraced,  but  the  true  cause  of 
my  not  doing  it,  was  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  vileness  and  treachery  of  many  persons  around 
you,  who  I  supposed  had  gained  your  entire  confidence. 

I  am,  kc." 

"JOSEPH  WAKREX." 

/fM  Fueclkncy  General  Onge, 
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of  a  part  or  the  whole  sooner,  which  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
committee  of  safety  ;  and,  I  hereby  promise,  to  submit  myself  to  all  the 
orders  and  regulations  of  the  army,  and  faithfully  to  observe  and  obey 
all  such  orders  as  I  shall  receive  from  any  superior  officer. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  immediately  enlisted  out  of  the  Massachu- 
setts forces,  eight  thousand  effective  men,  to  be  formed  into  companies 
to  consist  of  a  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  four  sergeants,  one 
fifer,  one  drummer,  and  seventy  rank  and  file;  nine  companies  to  form 
a  regiment,  to  be  commanded  by  a  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
major ;  each  regiment  to  be  composed  of  men  suitable  for  the  service, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  a  muster  master  or  muster  masters  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose ;  said  officers  and  men  to  continue  in  the 
service  of  the  province  for  the  space  of  seven  months  from  the  time  of 
enlistment,  unless  the  safety  of  the  province  will  admit  of  their  being 
discharged  sooner;  the  army  to  be  under  proper  rules  and  regulations. 

Voted,  That  the  field  pieces  be  removed  from  Newbufypbrt;  and  de-- 
posited,  for  the  present,  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  Dexter,  of  Maiden. 

Voted,  that  a  courier  be  immediately  despatched  to  Stoughton,  to  re- 
quire the  immediate  attendance  of  Col.  Richard  Gridley,  and  his  son 
Scarborough  Gridley,  upon  this  committee. 

Voted,  That  a  courier  be  sent  to  command  the  attendance  of 
David  Mason,  now  upon  furlough  in  Salem. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Mason  be  ordered  to  provide  one  field  piece,  with 
every  implement  necessary  for  action,  and  proceed  forthxyith  to  pro- 
vide for  the  remainder,  till  the  whole  are  in  a  thorough  state  of  pre- 
paration, unless  otherwise  ordered :  the  cannon  to  be  provided  for 
are  eight  three-pounders,  and  three  six-pounders. 

Voted,  That  orders  be  given  to  Capt.  Dexter  to  conceal  the  can- 
non committed  to  his  care,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Voted,  That  the  resolve  above  written  be  so  far  reconsidered,  as 
that  the  companies,  rank  and  file,  consist  of  fifty  men  each,  and  that 
no  further  obligation  be  required  of  those  companies  who  are  adjudged 
to  be  firmly  enlisted  by  their  respective  oflicers. 

Voted,  That  an  establishment  be  proposed  for  the  troops  at  an 
early  day  after  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pigeon,  the  commissary  general,  be  directed  to 
carry  thirty-five  barrels  of  pork,  and  an  half  barrel  of  hog's  fat,  from 
the  town  of  Salem  to  the  town  of  Cambridge,  by  virtue  of  an  order 
from  IMr.  William  Bond. 
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Voted,  That  the  general  officers  be  forthwith  desired  to  make  a 
return  of  such  oflicers  and  soldiers  as  are  already  under  sufficient  en- 
gagements to  serve  in  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Voted,  That  the  general  officers  be  desired,  with  all  possible  speed, 
to  give  in  a  list  of  such'  officers  as  they  shall  judge  duly  (junlificd  to 
serve  as  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  and  majors,  for  such  a  number 
of  regiments  as  shall,  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  already  engaged, 
make  up  an  army  of  eight  thousand  men. 

Voted,  That  Major  Bigelow  be  applied  to,  to  furnish  a  man  and 
horse  to  attend  the  surgeons,  and  convey  medicines  agreeably  to  their 
directions. 

April  22,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  have  the  stores 
belonging  to  the  colony  removed  fiom  all  the  sea  port  towns  with  all 
possible  speed. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Foster  be  ordered  to  take  the  care  of  the  cannon 
and  intrenching  tools  at  Mr.  Richardson's  tavern. 

Voted,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  inspect  the  in- 
trenching tools,  and,  if  any  are  out  of  order,  to  see  thein,  with  all 
possible  speed,  repaired.^ 

April  24,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  General  Ward  be  desired,  immediately,  to  direct  all 
the  field  officers  of  the  regiments  of  minute  men  now  in  Cambridge,  to 
attend  the  committee  of  safety  at  their  chamber  at  Mr.  Steward  Hast- 
ing's  house.2 

(1)  Letter  from  the  comniitlco  of  safety  to  the  committee  of  tiic  inhabitants  of  Bostoa. 

"Cambridge,  April  22,  1T75." 

"Gentlemen: — Tlic  committee  of  safety  being  informed,  that  General  Gage  has  proposed  a 
treaty  with  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  town  of  Boston,  whereby  he  stij)ulates,  tliat  the  wonicii  nnd 
children,  witli  all  their  effects,  shall  have  sale  conduct  without  the  frarri.-on,  and  th»'ir  ixtfti  also, 
ujnm  condition  that  the  male  inhal)itants  within  tlie  town,  shall,  on  their  part,  solemnly  futa;^'", 
Uial  tlicy  will  not  take  up  arms  against  the  king's  troops,  within  the  tbwn,  (ihould  an  ntt«rk  kyn 
mutle  fioai  without.  \Vc  cannot  hut  esteem  those  conditions  to  be  just  and  reasonable,  and  as  the 
inhabitants  are  in  dangor  of  sufl'cring  from  the  want  of  provisions,  which,  in  this  time  of  general 
coofusion,  cannot  be  conveyed  into  the  town,  we  are  willing  you  shall  enter  into  and  faiiliftilly 
keep  the  engagement  aforementioned,  said  to  be  required  of  you,  and  to  remove  yeurselves,  and 
your  women,  children,  and  effects,  as  soon  as  may  be." 

"  VVe  are,  &.c." 

(2)  The  committee  forwarded  the  following  letter  to  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire  : 

"Cambridge,  Afril  24,  1775." 

*•  Our  friends  from  New  Hampshire  having  shown  their  readiness  to  assist  us  in  this  day  of  dis- 
tress, we  therefore  thought  it  best  to  give  orders  for  enlisting  such  as  were  present  in  the  »eiuce  ot 
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Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  and  Maiden  be,  and  here- 
by are,  absolutely  for])idden,  to  fire  upon,  or  otheruuse  injure  any  sea- 
men belonging  to  the  navy  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Graves, 
unless  fired  upon  by  them,  until  the  said  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  and 
Maiden  receive  orders  from  this  committee  or  the  general  of  the  pro- 
vincial forces  so  to  do. 

April  25,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  cannon  now  at  Marlborough,  be  brought 
to  the  town  of  Waltham,  and  mounted  on  the  carriages  prepared  for 
them,  till  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  Col  Freemnn,  of  Sandwich,  be  directed  to  take 
such  a  number  of  men  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  secure 
the  whale  and  such  other  boats  at  Cape  Cod,  as  may  be  of  use  to  this , 
colony. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Paul  Dudley  Sergeant,  of  New  Ilaiiipshire,  be 
desired,  forthwith,  to  recommend  ten  persons  belonging  to  the  colony 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  receive  beating  orders  for  the  enlistment  of  per- 
sons belonging  to  said  colony,  until  they  are  discharged  by  this  colo- 
ny, or  taken  into  the  service  of  the  colony  of  New  Hampshire. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  to 
reduce  the  regiments  so  far,  as  that  the  companies  consist  of  fifty-nine 
men,  including  officers ;  and  also,  that  they  allow  only  two  lieutenants 
to  a  company. 

Resolved,  That  be  ordered,  with  the  troop  of  horse 

under  his  command,  to  proceed  forward,  as  an  escort  to  the  honorable 
members  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia, 
until  they  are  met  by  an  escort  from  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

April  2G,  1775. 

Voted,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  General  Preble,  at  Falmouth,  de- 
siring his  attendance  at  Cambridge,  as  a  general  officer,  or  in  his  pri- 
vate capacity. 

Ordered,  That  fifteen  of  the  prisoners  at  Concord,  be  removed  froin 
thence  to  Worcester  gaol  immediately. 

Upon  a  motion,  made,  Voted,  that  the  secretary  of  this  committee 

tills  colony,  as  many  desired  somctliiug  may  be  done  to  hold  them  together,  until  the  resolve  of 
your  Congress  is  known,  when  wc  are  ready  and  ik'sirous  they  should  be  discharged  from  us,  and 
put  under  such  comnKtnd  as  you  shall  direct.  Colonel  Sergeant  has  been  so  kind  a9  to  afford  his 
utmost  assistance  in  concluding  this  matter." 

«  Wc  are,  &c.  &:c." 
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be  directed  and  empowered  to  sign  any  papers  or  writings  in  behalf  of 
this  committee. 

Voted,  That  xVIr.  Epliraim  Jones,  the  gaol  keeper  of  "Worcester,  be 
directed  to  receive  fifteen  prisoners  from  the  gaol  in  Concord. 

Voted,  That  this  committee  recommend  it  to  tlie  Provincial  Con- 
gress, that  they  make  an  establishment  for  such  a  number  of  armorers 
as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  forces  belonging  to  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  as  many  men  as  are  not  already  enlisted,  and  incline 
to  remain  in  the  army,  immediately  enlist,  in  order  that  it  may  be  as- 
certained what  number  may  be  still  necessary  to  be  raised  in  each 
town  to  complete  the  complement  of  troops  for  this  colony,  and  to  for- 
ward to  each  town  their  remaining  quotas  ;  and  the  men  tliat  may 
now  enlist  may  be  assured,  that  they  shall  have  liberty  to  be  under  the 
command  of  such  officers  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  committee  of 
safety,  until  the  particular  regiment  and  companies  are  completed; 
and  the  utmost  care  will  be  taken  to  make  every  soldier  happy  in  be- 
inrr  under  good  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  respecting 
the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  and  Maiden,  be  reconsidered,  and  Order- 
ed, that  it  be  immediately  remanded  ;  also. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  Chelsea  and  Maiden  be  hereby 
desired,  to  put  themselves  in  the  best  state  of  defence,  and  exert  the 
same  in  such  manner,  as  under  their  circumstances,  their  judgments 
may  direct. 

April  27,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Derby  be  directed,  and  he  hereby  is  directed, 
to  make  for  Dublin,  or  any  good  port  in  Ireland,  and  from  thence  to 
cross  to  Scotland  or  England,  and  hasten  to  London.  This  direction 
is,  that  so  he  may  escape  all  cruisers  that  may  be  in  the  chops  of  the 
cliannel  to  stop  the  communicating  of  the  provincial  intelligence  to 
the  agent. 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  committee,  that  it  would  promote 
the  service,  if  two  majors  were  appointed  to  each  of  the  general  offi- 
cers' regiments;  and  that  it  be  recommended  accordingly  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

A  letter,  dated  twenty-sixth  instant,  was  sent  to  the  colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  another  of  the  same  tenor  was  sent  to  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, [which  are  as  follow  :] 

[Cambridge,  April  2G,  1775.] 
[The  distressed  situation  in  which  we  are,  and  the  dangers  to  which 
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the  liberties  of  all  America,  and  especially  the  New  England  colonies 
are  exposed,  w  ill  be  tlie  best  apology  for  our  importunate  application  to 
you  for  immediate  assistance.  We  pray,  as  you  regard  the  safety  of 
your  country,  that  as  large  a  number  of  troops  as  you  can  spare,  may 
immediately  march  forward, 'well  stocked  Mith  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion ;  that  they  come  under  proper  oflicers,  enlisted  for  such  a  time  as 
may  be  necessary ;  and,  that  as  large  a  train  of  artillery  as  can  be  pro- 
cared  be  sent  down  to  our  aid.  We  rely  greatly  upon  you,  as  we  know 
the  bravery  of  your  men.  Our  men  have  behaved  with  the  utmost  res- 
olution ;  but  as  many  of  them  came  from  home  without  any  prepara- 
tion, it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  in  the  field  without  allowing  many 
of  them  time  to  return  to  their  families  for  one  or  two  days,  during 
which  time,  we  may  all,  possibly,  be  cut  off,  as  we  have  a  powerful  and 
watchfid  enemy  to  deal  with.  We  are  far  from  despairing.  We  firm- 
ly trust,  that,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  us,  we  shall  deliver  our 
country.  We  are  determined,  at  all  events,  to  act  our  part  with  firm- 
ness and  intrepidity,  knowing  that  slavery  is  far  worse  than  death. 
We  pray,  that  our  sister  Rhode  Island  would  immediately  put  in  for  a 
share  of  honor  in  saving  the  liberties  of  America  ;  as  a  moment  lost  may 
never  be  recalled.  May  God  direct  you  and  us  at  this  important  mo- 
ment, on  which  the  fate  of  us  and  posterity  depends.] 

[We  are,  gentlemen,  with  great  affection  and  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servants.] 

Ordered,  That  Col.  John  Glover  take  such  effectual  methods  for  the 
prevention  of  such  intelligence  being  carried  on  board  the  Lively,  ship  of 
war,  Capt.  Bishop  commander,  now  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Marble- 
head,  or  any  other,  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  most  impor- 
tant cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and,  that  he  take  such  effectual  methods 
for  carrying  this  order  into  execution,  as  shall  appear  best  calculated 
to  effect  this  purpose. ^ 

(1)  The  following  letters  were  forwarded  by  the  committee  to  the  selectmen  of  Boston  : 

"Cambridge,  April  27,  1775." 

"  It  is  here  cuncntly  reported,  that  General  Gage  gives  out  publicly,  that  the  provincials  fired 
upon  his  detachment  before  the  troops  fired  upon  the  provincials.  Such  a  report  occasions  aston- 
ishment and  resentniLut,  as  there  is  tlie  clearest  evidence,  not  only  that  the  troops  fired  first  at  Lex- 
ington and  killed  cij:lit  men  there,  before  our  people  fired  one  gun,  but  tlien  marched  several  miles 
further  to  Concord,  and  killed  two  men  and  wounded  several  others,  before  one  gun  was  fired  in 
that  place  by  our  men.  He  is  a  man,  we  trust,  of  too  much  honor  to  propagate  such  a  false  account, 
and  has  been  scandalously  deceived  by  his  otficers.  We  think  it  probable,  that  ten  days  may  suf- 
fice for  removing  your  persons  and  most  valuable  effects.    We  hope  you  will  take  care,  that  your 
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April  28,  1775. 

Voted,  To  recommend  to  the  colony  Congress,  now  sitting  in  Wa- 
tertown,  and  it  is  recommended  accordingly,  to  make  an  establishment 
for  post  riders,  between  the  Massachusetts  forces  and  ilie  town  of 
Worcester. 

Also,  tliat  the  said  Congress  take  such  order  as  they  may  think 
proper  to  [)re^ent  any  town  or  district  taking  any  notice  of  his  excel- 
lency General  Gage's  precepts  for  calling  a  general  assemblv. 

Doct.  Warren  was  appointed  to  give  the  sentiments  of  this  committee 
on  Lord  Dartmouth's  circular  letter  to  the  other  governments. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  President  Langdon  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed, 
chaplain  of  the  army  in  Cambridge  pro  tempore,  and  that  he  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  this  vote. 

Major  Brown  [was]  appointed  to  give  such  repairs  to  the  cannon,  at 
Waltham,  a?  may  be  judged  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  provide  <{uar- 
ters  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  Connecticut,  under  the 
command  of  IMajor  Brown. 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  committee,  that  no  enlisting  or- 
der be  hereafter  given  out,  unless  a  written  order  is  received  from  the 
respective  colonels. 

Voted,  That  for  the  future,  no  order  go  out,  to  any  men  that  live  in 
New  York  or  any  other  government,  for  the  enlisting  of  men  for  the 
service  of  this  province. 

Ordered,  That  the  cannon,  now  in  Medford,  be  immediately  brought 
to  this  town,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Foster. 

agreement  is  expressed  in  tlie  most  unequivocal  terms.  We  take  it,  that  it  is  not  expected  tliat  we 
suffer  any  persons  to  remove  into  town  besides  such  as  mean  to  take  up  their  residence  tliere." 

"  We  are,  &;c." 

Sticctmen  of  Boston. 

Anotlier  letter  hoars  date  on  the  same  day. 

G^:^^LEME^  .• — Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  came  to  hand  late  last  evening,  or  you  should  have 
had  an  answer  sooner.  We  feel  for  you  with  the  keenest  sensibility.  Nothing  on  our  part  eluill 
bo  wanting.  Our  wish  is  to  know,  when  you  are  to  be  permitted  to  come  out,  and  at  vhat  time. 
We  ehall  encourage  the  waggoners  to  go  in.  We  have  no  desire  to  injure  or  molest  the  person  or 
property  of  any  one  who  inclines  to  take  refuge  in  Boston,  and  so  soon  as  we  know  the  day  apfKiint- 
ed  for  you  to  come  out,  and  the  time  limited  therefor,  we  siiall  take  care  that  our  part  is  porformed 
with  that  punctuality  which  we  are  determined  ever  to  observe  in  all  cases  where  the  honor  of  our 
country  or  the  safety  of  our  beloved  countrymen  is  concerned.  We  desire  that  we  may,  without  de- 
lay, be  furnished  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  your  engagements  with  the  general,  and  such  other 
information  as  is  necessary  for  us." 

"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  Sec." 
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Voted,  That  General  Thomas  be  desired  to  distribute  the  orders 
which  he  has  received,  some  time  since,  for  enlisting  a  regiment,  to 
such  captains  as  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  Henderson  Inches,  who  left  Boston  this  day,  attended,  and  in- 
formed the  committee,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  had  agreed  with 
the  general,  to  have  liberty  to  leave  Boston  with  their  effects,  provided 
that  they  lodged  their  arms  with  the  selectmen  of  that  town,  to  be  by 
them  kept  during  the  present  dispute,  and  that,  agreeably  to  said  agree- 
ment, the  inhabitants  had,  on  yesterday,  lodged  1778  fire-arms,  634 
pistols,  973  bayonets,  and  33  blunderbusses,  with  their  selectmen. 

Voted,  That  Doct.  Warren,  Col.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Watson,  be  a  sub- 
committee, to  take  the  state  of  Boston  into  consideration,  and  report 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

April  29,  1775. 

A  vote  of  the  Provincial  Congress  was  read,  respecting  the  removal 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  whereupon,  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  Devens  and 
Capt.  White,  were  appointed  a  sub-committee,  to  take  the  matter  into 
consideration,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[The  following  circular  was  addressed  to  the  several  towns :] 

[Cambridge,  April  29,  1775.] 
[Gentlemen  :  As  many  of  the  persons  now  in  camp,  came  from  their 
respective  towns,  without  any  expectation  of  tarrying  any  time,  and 
are  now  under  the  necessity  of  returning ;  this  is  to  desire,  you  would, 
with  the  utmost  haste,  send  other  persons  to  supply  their  places,  for  a 
few  days,  until  the  enlistments  are  completed,  and  the  men  sent  down 
to  us. 

We  pray  you,  immediately,  to  set  about  this  business,  as  the  most 
fatal  consequences  must  follow,  if  we  should  be  reduced  to  so  weak 
a  state,  as  that  the  army,  under  General  Gage,  may  be  able  to  issue  out 
of  the  town,  and  spread  destruction  through  this  country,  and  we 
think  none  can  be  unwilling  to  come  for  a  few  days,  to  relieve  their 
brethren,  who  have  been  so  long  absent  from  their  families.] 

Voted,  That  orders  be  sent  into  the  neighboring  towns,  requiring 
one  half  of  the  militia  to  be  immediately  sent  to  Roxbury  and  Cam- 
bridge, as  a  reenforcement  to  our  army,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  inhab- 
itants hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning. 

Also,  Voted,  That  Mr.  Watson,  Capt.  White  and  Col.  Gardner,  be  a 
sub-committee,  to  report  the  towns  to  be  sent  to,  the  destination  of  the 
reenforcements,  and  the  expresses  to  be  despatched. 
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Voted,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  empower  expresses  to  press 
as  many  horses  as  they  may  have  occasion  for. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies,  at  Watertown,  be  directed 
to  attend  this  committee  immediately,  and  that  tlie  secretary  write 
them  accordingly. 

Upon  information  that  the  supplies  of  powder  and  ball,  at  AVater- 
town,  were  in  the  keeping  of  the  commissary  general,  Voted,  that 
General  Ward  be  desired  to  apply  to  the  commissary  for  such  a  quan- 
tity of  said  stores  as  he  may  have  occasion  for. 

Voted,  That  Doct.  Isaac  Foster  be  directed  and  empowered  to  re- 
move all  the  sick  and  wounded,  whose  circumstances  will  admit  of  it, 
into  the  hospital,  and  to  supply  proper  beds  and  beddinrr,  clothing, 
victuals,  and  furniture,  with  every  other  article  he  shall  judge  proper 
for  said  hospital,  and  that  this  be  a  sufticieiit  order  for  him  to  draw  on 
the  commissary  for  such  articles  as  he  can  supply,  and  to  draw  orders 
upon  the  commissary  for  the  payment  of  whatever  expenses  are  neces- 
sary for  procuring  the  above  mentioned  articles. 

I  o/cf/.  That  the  secretary  desire  INIessrs.  Halls,  printers,  at  Salem,  to 
print  three  hundred  letters,  to  be  sent  to  the  several  towns  in  the 
province. 

Capt.  Benedict  Arnold,  with  a  company,  being  arrived  here  from 
Connecticut,  Ordered,  that  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  pro- 
vide suitable  quarters  for  said  company. 

Upon  a  motion  made.  Voted,  that  orders  be  given  to  General  Thomas 
for  seizing  Governor  Hutchinson's  papers. 

A  letter  from  General  Thomas,  respecting  some  companies  of  min- 
ute men  at  Dartmouth,  w\as  read,  whereupon,  Voted,  that  Col.  Orne, 
Col.  Palmer  and  Col.  Gardner,  be  a  sub-committee,  to  consider  and 
give  directions  relative  to  the  generaPs  request. 

Letters  from  Col.  Hancock,  now  at  Worcester,i  were  read  ;  where- 
upon, Voted,  that  four  reams  of  paper  be  immediately  ordered  to  Wor- 
cester, by  Mr.  Barber,  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Thomas,  printer,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

(1)  The  Hon.  John  Hancock,  on  his  Journey  to  Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  Continental  Conrrrcss, 
was  detained  at  Worcester  two  days,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  his  colleaguei?,  delegates  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  attendance  of  an  escort.  One  of  his  letters  to  the  committee  is  printed  on  paj^o 
170.  An  application  was  made  for  paper  to  supply  the  press  of  Isaiah  Thomas.  The  following  re- 
commendations for  appointments  were  made  during  the  same  visit: 

««  Worcester,  April  'Hi,  1775." 
"Geiitleme?.-:— From  a  conviction  of  your  disposition  to  promote  the  general  good,  I  taJcc  tho 
freedom  to  request  your  countenance  and  good  ortiecs  in  favor  of  Mr.  Edward  Crafts,  of  this  place, 
that  he  mny  be  appointed  to  the  conuuand  of  a  company.    I  know  him  well^  he  is  capaMo.   I  l>cg 
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A  letter  from  Medford  was  read  ;  whereupon,  Voted,  that  the  com- 
pany now  raised  there,  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  min- 
ute's warning,  remaining  in  Medford  till  further  orders. 

The  sub-committee  on  General  Thomas'  letter,  reported,  that  it  be 
ordered  that  Capt.  Nathaniel  Richmond,  with  any  other  captain  that 
can  bring  into  the  camp  fifty-six  men,  including  sergeants,  that  will 
enlist  into  the  service  of  this  colony,  shall  have  the  encouragement 
given  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  shall  immediately  enter  into 
pay  upon  their  enlistment ;  [that]  the  critical  situation  of  our  public 
affairs  demands  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  friends  of  America ;  and 
should  remissness  now  appear,  the  consequences  may  be  fatal. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  AVatson  be  desired  to  make  inquiry  with  respect  to 
the  colony  arms  not  in  use,  and  that  Capt.  Goodridge,  of  the  Indian 
company,  have  such  a  number  as  is  desired. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Gerrish  be  desired  to  send  Major  Dunbar,  now  a 
prisoner  at  head  quarters,  to  Woburn,  under  a  strong  guard,  and  order 
him  to  be  there  kept  in  safe  custody,  till  further  orders  from  this  com- 
mittee. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Hill  and  company  be  furnished  with  provisions  at 
any  tavern  they  see  fit  to  call  at,  in  conveying  Major  Dunbar  to  a  place 
of  safety,  at  the  expense  of  the  province. 

Voted,  That  Capt,  Brown,  of  Watertown,  be  desired,  upon  any  ad- 
vice of  the  troops  coming  out,  to  order  the  cannon  to  a  place  of  safe- 
ty, and,  for  that  purpose,  be  empowered  to  press  horses,  cattle,  &c. 

yonr  attention  to  this.  It  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  and  to  the  people 
of  this  county:  do  gratify  us.  I  also  beg  leave,  you  would  rccoinmcnd  to  the  notice  of  General 
Heath,  in  my  name,  Mr.  KathanicI  Nazro,  of  this  town,  who  is  desirous  of  being  noticed  iu  the 
army.  He  is  lively,  active,  and  capable.  My  respects  to  Heath,  and  all  friends.  Fray  General 
Heath  to  take  notice  of  this  recommendation.    God  bless  you.  Adieu." 

"  I  am  your  real  friend, 

JOHN  HANCOCK." 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Safetij." 

"  Worcester,  April  26,  1775." 
"  Gentlemen  : — Having  had  the  honor  to  command  the  Cadet  company  at  Boston,  and  knowing 
the  ability  of  those  who  composed  that  corps,  I  cannot  withhold  mentioning,  and  reconunenuing  to 
Uie  notice  of  you  and  the  general  officers,  Mr.  John  Smith,  and  Mr.  John  Avery,  two  excellent 
good  soldiers,  and  gentlemen,  who  will  advance  the  reputation  of  the  province  in  that  department 
of  command  where  they  may  be  placed.  I  therefore  most  strongly  recommend  them,  and  earnestly 
pray  they  may  be  noticed.  I  will  be  answerable  for  their  conduct.  There  are  several  other  gen- 
tlemen of  tlmt  corps,  who  may  be  useful,  particularly  Mr.  Brent  and  Mr.  Cunningiiam.  Do  notice 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Avery.  They  will  be  useful.  I  set  out  to-morrow  morning.  God  bless  you. 
Why  don't  you  send  to  Mr.  Crafts.  Pray  improve  him.  He  is  a  good  man,  and  one  on  whom  you 
may  depend.    Don't  miss  him." 

"  I  am  your  real  friend, 

JOHN  HANCOCK." 

"  To  Uie  Commitlcc  of  Safety. 
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April  30,  1775. 

Capt.  Benedict  Arnold,  captain  of  a  company  from  Connecticut,  at- 
tended, and  reported,  that  there  are  at  Ticonderoga,  SO  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon,  20  pieces  ofbrass  cannon,  from  4  to  18  pounders,  10  to  12  mor- 
tars ;  at  Skeenborough,  on  the  South  Bay,  3  or  4  pieces  of  brass  cannon ; 
the  fort,  in  a  ruinous  condition,  is  supposed  to  have  about  40  or  45  men, 
a  number  of  small  arms  and  considerable  stores ;  and  thai  there  is  a 
sloop  of  70  or  SO  tons  on  the  lake. 

Voted,  That  an  order  be  given  to  Major  Bigelow,  desiring  him  to 
have  the  province  arms,  either  in  Worcester  or  Concord,  innncdiatcly 
brought  to  this  town. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Chandler  Williams  be  directed  to  attend  this 
committee,  that  he  may  be  employed  as  an  express. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  appointed  yesterday,  to  consider  the 
state  of  the  town  of  Boston,  be  now  desired  to  sit,  and  form  a  plan  for 
the  liberation  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  sub-committee  on  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  from  Bo.^ton, 
reported,  which  report  was  accepted,  and  Doct.  AVarren,  Col.  rainier 
and  Col.  Orne,  were  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Congress  with  the 
proposals. 

Voted,  That  two  offices  be  opened  to  deliver  permits  for  such  per- 
sons as  desire  to  enter  Boston  with  their  effects. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish  be  appointed  to  the  office  [of 
granting  permits,]  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Greaton  of  Roxbury. 

Voted,  That  Col.  William  Henshaw  be  appointed  to  the  office  of 
granting  permits,  at  the  sign  o/  the  sun,  in  Charlestown. 

Whereas,  proposals  have  been  made  by  General  Gage  to  the  inlialtit- 
ants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  for  the  removal  of  their  persons  and 
effects  into  the  country,  excepting  their  arms  and  amnuuiition :  7iV- 
solvcd,  that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  who  inay  incline  to 
go  into  the  town  of  Boston  with  their  eflccts,  firc-arnis  and  ammuni- 
tion excepted,  have  toleration  for  th.it  })urpose,  and  that  they  be  pro- 
tected from  any  injury  or  insult  whatsoever.  This  resolve  to  be  imme- 
diately published. 

The  following  orders  were  delivered  to  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish  : 

You  are  hereby  empowered,  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  Trovincial 
Congress,  to  grant  liberty,  that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony, 
who  may  incline  to  go  into  Boston  with  their  effects,  fire-artns  and 
ammunition  excepted,  have  toleration  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  they 
be  protected  from  any  injury  or  insult  whatsoever,  in  their  removal  to 
G7 
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Boston.  Tfie  following  form  of  a  permit  is  for  your  government,  the 
blanks  in  which  you  are  to  fill  up  with  the  names  and  number  of  the 
persons,  viz. : 

Permit  A.  B,,  the  bearer  hereof,  with  his  family,  consisting  of   

persons,  with  his  effects,  fire-arms  and  ammunition  excepted,  to  pass 
unmolested  into  the  town  of  Boston,  between  sunrise  and  sunset. 

By  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

JOSEPH  WARREN,  clerk  pro  tern. 

Voted,  That  Andrev/  Craigie  be  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  medi- 
cal stores,  and  to  deliver  them  out  as  ordered  by  this  committee ;  and 
that  the  secretary  make  out  his  commission  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  by  this  committee  to  the  council  of 
war,  that  Mr.  Joseph  Pierce  Palmer  be  appointed  to  the  post  of  quar- 
ter master  general  of  the  army. 

May  1,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  quarter  master  general  be  directed  to  clear  that 
chamber  in  Stoughton  College,  occupied  by  S.  Parsons,  Jr.,  for  a 
printing  office  for  Messrs.  Halls. 

Whereas,  many  of  our  brethren  of  the  colonics  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island  are  now  with  us,  to  assist  in  this  day  of  public  and  gen- 
eral distress,  in  which  we  are  all  deeply  concerned  :  and,  whereas,  our 
brethren  of  said  colonies  have  brought  with  them  some  of  the  paper 
currencies  of  their  respective  colonies,  which  have  not,  of  late,  had  a 
currency  with  us,  and  for  want  of  which,  our  common  interests  may 
greatly  suffer : 

Resolved,  That  said  paper  currencies  shall,  from  and  after  the  date 
hereof,  be  paid  and  received  within  this  colony,  in  all  payments,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  in  the  same  proportion  to  silver,  as  the  same  are 
paid  and  received  within  the  respective  colonies  by  which  the  same 
have  been  issued. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Palmer  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter, [to  find]  what  colonies  have  such  currencies,  to  alter  this  resolve 
agreeably  thereto,  and  to  present  the  same  to  the  honorable  Congress 
for  their  consideration. 

[  Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  have  free  access  to  the  prisoners 
detained  at  Worcester  and  elsewhere,  and  that  all  civil  magistrates  and 
others  be  aiding  and  assisting  him  in  examining  and  taking  deposi- 
tions of  them  and  others.] 

May  3,  1775. 

Doct,  Warren,  Col.  Palmer  and  Col.  Gardner,  [were  appointed]  a 


1775.] 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


531 


sub-committee,  to  confer  with  General  Ward,  relative  to  the  proposal 
made  by  Col.  Arnold  of  Connecticut,  for  an  attempt  upon  Ticonde- 
roga. 

A  number  of  recantations,  from  the  town  of  Marblehead,  having 
been  laid  before  the  committee,  for  their  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  receiving  them : 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee,  that  said  recanta- 
tions be  received,  and  that  the  persons  making  them,  be  made  acquain- 
ted with  tlie  proclamation  lately  issued  by  Congress,  respecting  those 
[who]  may  incline  to  get  into  Boston  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province,  that  they  be  protected  from  all  injuries  or 
insults  whatsoever,  so  long  as  they  adhere  to  their  several  recantations, 
now  before  this  committee,  and  continue  to  assist  and  abide  by  their 
country,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Marblehead  in  particular,  in  the  im- 
portant dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

Votedy  That  two  muster  masters  be  appointed,  one  at  the  camp  in 
Cambridge,  and  one  at  the  camp  in  Roxbury. 

Vvtcdj  That  General  Thomas  be  desired  to  give  such  orders,  re- 
specting the  whale  boats  at  Falmouth,  and  other  ports  southward,  as 
he  may  judge  proper. 

Voted,  That  the  Massachusetts  Congress  be  desired  to  give  an  order 
upon  the  treasurer,  for  the  immediate  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds 
in  cash ;  and  also  to  order  200  pounds  of  gunpowder,  200  pounds  of  lead 
balls,  and  1000  flints,  and  also  ten  horses,  to  be  delivered  unto  Capt. 
Benedict  Arnold,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  upon  a  certain  service 
approved  of  by  the  council  of  war  :  said  Arnold  to  be  accountable  tor 
the  same,  to  this  or  some  future  Congress,  or  house  of  representatives 
of  this  colony. 

Voted,  That  two  companies  be  raised  in  Braintree,  for  the  immedi- 
ate defence  of  the  sea  coast  of  said  town  ;  the  said  companies  to  be 
joined  to  such  regiment  in  future  as  they  may  be  ordered  to,  ^liould 
there  be  occasion,  or  discharged  from  service,  ;is  soon  as  the  public 
good  would  admit  of  it :  and  that  Col.  Thayer  be  furnished  with  two 
sets  of  enlisting  papers  for  this  purpose.^ 

Voted,  That  General  Thomas  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  and  em- 
powered to  stop  the  trunks  mentioned  to  be  in  Col.  Taylor's  hands, 
until  this  committee  send  some  proper  persons  to  examine  their  con- 
tents.2 

(1)  Tliis  vote  ■vv-as  reconsidered  May  4th. 

(2)  The  following  is  a  letter  from  General  Thomas,  dated  May  2, 1775: 

"Gentlemen: — In  consequence  of  directions  from  the  committee  of  safety,  I  «eat  an  officer. 
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Resolved,  That  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  Congress,  General  Thomas 
be  directed  and  empowered  to  appoint  suitable  persons,  to  accompany 
such  people  into  the  country  as  may  be  permitted  to  bring  their 
cflfects  into  Boston,  upon  tlie  conditions  mentioned  in  the  proclama- 
tions posted  up,  and  that  General  Thomas  give  such  general  orders 
as  he  may  judge  the  common  safety  requires. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Arnold,  appointed  to  a  secret  service,  be  desired 
to  appoint  two  field  officers,  captains,  &c.,  to  be  allowed  the  same  pay 
during  their  continuance  in  service  as  is  established  for  officers  and 
privates  of  the  same  rank,  who  are  ordered  by  the  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusettss  Bay  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America;  tiie  officers  and  privates  to  be  dismissed  by  Col.  Arnold,  or 
the  committee  of  safety,  whenever  they  shall  think  proper. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  desired  to  procure  ten 
horses  for  Col.  Arnold,  to  be  employed  on  a  special  service. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Bradish,  keeper  of  the  prison  in  Cambridge, 
be  supplied  with  provisions  out  of  the  colony  stores,  for  the  support  of 
the  prisoners  under  his  care,  who  have  or  may  be  committed  by  the 
orders  of  the  council  of  war  or  of  this  committee. 

The  quarter  master  general  having  informed  that  some  persons  un- 
known had  made  spoil  of  liquors  in  the  cellars  of  General  Brattle,  and 
Mr.  Borland,  and  others,  whereupon.  Voted,  that  he  be  directed  to 
take  possession  of  those  liquors,  and  other  stores,  immediately,  in  all 
the  houses  which  are  deserted,  and  that  a  particular  account  of  such 
stores  be  taken,  and  that  they  be  then  committed  to  the  care  of  the 
commissary  general. 

[A  letter  to  the  governor  and  company  of  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut was  reported,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  :] 

[Cambridge,  ^Iay  2,  1775.] 
[We  yesterday  had  a  conference  with  Doct.  Johnson  and  Col.  Wol- 

on  whom  I  could  depend,  to  the  house  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  who  brought  off  all  the  papers  he 
could  tiiid  in  that  house  ;  but  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Taylor,  of  Milton,  had  lately  taken  sev- 
eral trunks  out  of  the  governoi's  house,  not  many  days  ago,  in  order  to  secure  them  from  bein^ 
plundered.  I  immodiatcly  sent  another  messenger  to  Col.  Taylor,  for  all  the  papers  that  belonged 
to  Governor  Hutchinson  which  he  had  in  his  possession  ;  he  sent  rae  for  answer,  he  did  not  know 
of  any  papers  that  belong  to  said  Hutchinson,  but  just  now  comes  to  inform  me  that  there  are  seve- 
ral trunks  in  his  house,  which  he  took  as  aforesaid,  which  he  expects  will  be  sent  for  very  soon. 
I  suspect  there  may  be  papers  in  said  trunks,  and  if  it  is  thought  proper,  two  or  three  judicious  per- 
sons be  sent  to  break  open  and  search  for  papers,  ho  will  give  them  hia  assistance.  This,  gentle- 
men, is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  committee." 

"I  have, gentlemen,  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS." 

"RoxBURY  Camp,  May  2,  A.  D.  1775." 
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cot,  who  were  appointed  by  your  assembly  to  deliver  a  letter  to,  and 
hold  a  conference  with  General  Gage.  We  feel  the  warmest  gratitude 
to  you  for  those  generous  and  affectionate  sentiments  which  you  en- 
tertain toward  us.  But  y.ou  will  allow  us  to  express  our  uneasiness  on 
account  of  one  paragraph  in  your  letter,  in  which  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities is  proposed.  We  fear  that  our  brethren  in  Connecticut  are  not 
even  yet  convinced  of  the  cruel  designs  of  administration  against 
America,  nor  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  miseries  to  which  General 
Gage's  army  have  reduced  this  wretched  colony.  We  have  lost  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  we  greatly  fear  for  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  as 
we  find  the  general  is  perpetually  making  new  conditions,  and  forming 
most  unreasonable  pretensions  for  retarding  their  removal  from  that 
garrison.  Our  sea  posts  on  the  eastern  coasts  are  mo^^ily  deserted  : 
our  people  have  been  barbarously  murdered  by  an  insidious  enemy, 
who,  under  cover  of  the  night,  have  jnarched  into  the  iicart  of  the 
country,  spreading  destruction  with  fire  and  sword.  No  business  but 
that  of  war  is  either  done  or  thought  of  in  this  colony.  No  agree- 
ment or  compact  with  General  Gage  will,  in  the  least,  alleviate  our  dis- 
tress, as  no  confidence  can  possibly  be  placed  in  any  assurances  he 
can  give  to  a  people  whom  he  has  first  deceived,  by  taking  possession  of 
and  fortifying  the  town  of  Boston,  and  whom  he  has  suffered  his  army 
to  attack  in  the  most  inhuman  and  treacherous  manner.  Our  relief 
now  must  arise  from  driving  General  Gage  with  his  troops  out  of  the 
country,  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  are  determined  to  accom- 
plish, or  perish  in  the  attempt,  as  we  think  it  better  to  meet  an  honor- 
able death  in  the  field,  whilst  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  all  America, 
and  far  preferable  to  be  butchered  in  our  own  houses,  than  to  be 
reduced  to  an  ignominious  slavery.  We  must  entreat,  that  our  sister 
colony  Connecticut,  will  aftbrd,  immediately,  all  possible  aid  ;  as,  at 
this  time,  delay  will  be  attended  with  all  that  fatal  train  of  events, 
wliich  would  follow  from  an  absolute  desertion  of  the  cause  of  Ameri- 
can liberty.  Excuse  our  earnestness  on  this  subject,  as  we  know  that 
upon  the  success  of  our  present  contest  depend  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  our  country  and  succeeding  generations.] 

[We  are,  &:c.] 
[To  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut. '\ 

May  3,  1775. 

Votedj  That  two  companies  be  raised  in  the  towns  of  Maiden  and 
Chelsea,  for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast  of  said  towns,  the  said  com- 
panies to  be  joined  to  such  regiments  in  future,  as  they  may  be  or- 
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dered  to,  should  there  be  occasion,  or  discharged  from  service  as  soon 
as  the  public  good  will  admit  of  it. 

Voted,  That  the  quarter  master  general  be  directed  to  pay  the  strict- 
est attention,  that  the  household  furniture  of  those  persons,  who  have 
taken  refuge  in  the  town  of  Boston,  may  be  properly  secured,  and  dis- 
posed of  in  places  of  safety. 

The  following  orders  were  given  Col.  Arnold,  relative  to  an  attempt 
upon  Ticonderoga,  viz.  : 

To  Benedict  Arnold,  Esq.,  commander  of  a  hody  of  troops  on  an  ex- 
pedition  to  reduce  and  tahc  possession  of  the  fort  of  Ticonderoga : 

Sir  : — Confiding  in  your  judgment,  fidelity,  and  valor,  we  do,  by 
these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  colonel  and  commander  in 
chief  over  a  body  of  men  not  exceeding  four  hundred,  to  proceed,  with 
all  expedition,  to  the  w  estern  parts  of  this  and  the  neighboring  colonies, 
where  you  are  directed  to  enlist  those  men,  and  with  them,  forthwith, 
to  march  to  the  fort  at  Ticonderoga,  and  use  your  best  endeavors  to 
reduce  the  same,  taking  possession  of  the  cannon,  mortars,  stores,  &:c., 
upon  the  lake;  you  are  to  bring  back  with  you,  such  of  the  cannon, 
mortars,  stores,  &.C.,  as  you  shall  judge  may  be  serviceable  to  the  army 
here,  leaving  behind  what  may  be  necessary  to  secure  that  post,  with  a 
sufiicicnl  garrison.  You  are  to  procure  suitable  provisions  and  stores 
for  the  army,  and  draw  upon  the  committee  of  safety  for  the  amount 
thereof,  and  to  act  in  every  exigence,  according  to  your  best  skill  and 
discretion,  for  the  public  interest,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  suffi- 
cient warrant. 

BENJAMIN  CHURCH,  Jun., 

[jPor  the"]  committee  of  safety. 
By  order, 

WILLIAM  COOPER,  Secretary. 

Cambridge,  3Iay  3,  1775. 

May  4,  1775. 

[lifoved  and  Voted,  That  the  vote  passed  the  second  of  May,  respect- 
ing the  raising  of  two  companies  in  Braintree,  be  reconsidered,  and 
that  the  copy  of  said  vote  together  with  the  two  enlisting  papers,  be  or- 
dered to  be  returned  into  the  hands  of  said  committee  of  safety ;  and 
whereas,  a  petition  from  the  towns  of  Braintree,  Weymouth,  and  Hing- 
ham,  hath  this  day  been  presented  to  this  committee,  setting  forth  the 
exposed  situation  of  those  towns,  and  praying  for  such  relief  and  pro- 
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tection  as  may  be  thought  proper/  therefore,  Voted,  that  the  town  of 
Brairitrec  be  hereby  empowered  to  raise  one  company,  the  town  of 
Hingham  another  company,  and  the  town  of  Weymouth  lialf  of  one 
company,  for  the  imuiediate  defence  of  the  sea  coasts  of  said  towns  ; 
the  said  two  companies  and  a  lialf  to  be  joined  to  such  regiment  in 
future  as  they  may  be  ordered  to,  should  there  be  occasion,  or  dis- 
charged from  service  on  the  last  day  of  December  next,  or  sooner  if 

(1)  The  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Braintrce,  Wej  mouth,  and  Ilingham,  follows  : 

"  To  the  honorable  Committee  of  Safclij  now  sitting  at  Cambridge : 

"The  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Craintrcc,  Weymoutli,  and  Hinr^hnm,  humhiy  slieweth  :  th:it 
the  several  towns  to  which  tiiey  respectively  belong,  are  in  a  deft- nccless  state,  und  as  we  appre- 
hend, in  great  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  troops  now  in  Boston,  or  from  the  ship-i  in  the  harbor; 
more  especially,  as  tiiey  are  now,  or  w  ill  soon  be,  in  want  of  fresli  {(rovisions  ;  that  wc  have  been  at 
the  trouble  and  espenso  of  keeping  up  a  military  watch  in  each  town  for  tiiis  fortnight  past,  at  an 
expense  M  hich  we  are  by  no  means  able  to  bear,  which  is  no  real  ik  fencc  unto  us.  lit-sides  all  that 
ha.-*  been  said,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns  have  been,  and  arc  still  likely  to  bo,  in  our  present 
iituation,  almost  constantly  kept  in  tumult  and  disorder,  and  unable  to  keep  about  their  business, 
to  their  great  damage." 

"Your  petitioners  therefore,  humbly  pray  your  honors,  to  take  our  distressed  state  into  yourwiso 
and  serious  consideration,  and  grant  us,  at  least,  the  return  of  those  men  tliat  have  enlisted  intotho 
■ervice  from  our  several  towns,  or  such  other  relief  and  protection  as  in  your  wisdom  you  sliall  think 
lit,  and  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray." 


Selectmen  of  Braintrce. 


"JAMES  PEXNf.MAN, 
NORTON  aUIXCY, 
EDMUND  SOPEK, 
JONATHAN  BASS, 

JAMES.  HUMPHREY,  ) 

SAMUEL  KING.MAN,  }  Selectmen  of  IVeyinoulh. 
EBEN'R  COLSON,  ) 

JOSEPH  AN^DRE^VS,  !  ^^^-'-^  of  Hingka^n.^^ 


Weymouth,  May  3,  1775. 


A  petition  for  powder  and  arms  was  received  from  the  committee  of  Brunswick: 

Bkunswick,  May  3,  1775. 

"  Ge?«tli:me>  :— We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  beg  liberty  to  inform  you  of  our  sit- 
uqtiun,  Bs  we  are  chosen  by  tliis  town  to  examine  into  the  circunistatice  of  it,  which  we  h  ive  done, 
and  fir.d  the  town  very  deticient  as  to  arms  and  ammunition,  and  have  sent  by  water  to  S  ilom,  but 
have  just  h;ul  our  ujuney  returned  back  witliout  arn  s  or  ammunition  ;  at  present,  we  have  not  more 
than  one  quarter  of  a  pound  of  jiowder  to  a  man  throughout  the  town,  nor  more  than  one  t.n-Iock  to 
two  men  ;  and  in  this  dettncob  ss  state,  we  are  obliged  to  apply  to  you  to  assist  our  trusty  frieud 
M'hom  we  have  sent,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Larrabee  ;  and  as  we  think  it  would  be  unsafe  to  transport 
powder  by  water,  we  have  ordered  him  to  take  only  one  hundred  weight,  and  for  him  to  consult 
with  you  how  and  in  what  way  it  would  be  safest  to  get  arms  and  more  powder  down  to  us.  A\  o 
thould  esteem  it  as  a  favor,  to  be  informed  from  you,  by  way  of  letter,  at  every  convenient  op- 
portunity, of  our  public  affairs, " 

«  We  are,  gentlemen,  yours,  ever  to  be  commanded, 

AARON  HrXKIXY, 
BEN  J  A.  STONK, 
SAMUEE  STA.NDWOOD, 
JAMES  CURTIS." 
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the  public  safety  will  admit  of  it,  and  that  the  selectmen  of  said  towns 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  vote  and  one  set  of  beating  orders,  re- 
spectively.] 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  public  good  of 
this  colony  requires,  that  government  in  full  form  ought  to  be  taken  up 
immediately,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the 
Congress  now  sittinsr  at  Watertown.  •  * 

[The]  sub-committee  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  gover- 
nor and  company  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  requesting  the  speedy 
march  of  three  or  four  thousand  of  their  men,  which  was  accepted,  and 
ordered,  that  a  fair  copy  be  transmitted  immediately.  [It  is  as  fol- 
lows :] 

[Cambridge,  May  4  1774.] 

[The  distressed  situation  in  which  a  wicked  and  despotic  adminis- 
tration have  involved  this  colony,  will  justify  us  in  your  eyes,  as  we 
presume,  in  our  present  most  earnest  and  pressing  desire,  that  you  will 
immediately  send  us  three  or  four  thousand  men  of  your  establishment, 
in  order  to  enable  us  to  secure  a  pass  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our 
common  interest,  and  whicli  the  enemy  will  certainly  possess  them- 
selves of  as  soon  as  their  reenforcements  arrive  ;  and  if  they  once  get 
possession,  it  will  cost  us  much  blood  and  treasure  to  dislodge  them  ; 
but  it  may  now  be  secured  by  us,  if  we  had  a  force  sufficient,  without 
any  danger;  therefore,  we  earnestly  repeat  our  request  for  three  or 
four  thousand  men  for  this  present  purpose,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
and  supported  with  all  necessary  stores  of  ammunition  and  provisions; 
and  we  would  beg,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  in  companies  or  regi- 
ments as  fast  as  they  can  be  got  ready ;  this  will  make  it  easier  to  the 
troops,  and  to  the  country  through  which  they  may  pass,  and  may, 
probably,  be  of  more  essential  service  to  our  common  cause.] 

[^^0  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut. '\ 

Voted,  That  William  Cooper,  Jun.,  be  appointed  a  clerk  to  this 
committee  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Palmer,  appointed  quarter  master  gener- 
al ;  Samuel  Cooper  was  added  as  an  assistant. 

Voted,  That  a  chest  of  medicines  be  removed  from  hence  to  Ilox- 
bury,  under  the  care  of  General  Thomas. 

There  having  been  eight  guns  sent  in  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  Col. 
Whitcomb  and  General  Heath  were  appointed  to  appraise  the  same, 
who  reported  as  follows,  viz. :  one  gun  taken  of  Capt.  How,  apprais- 
ed at  <£2  ;  one  ditto  of  Joel  Brigham,  £'2 ;  one  ditto  of  John  Baker, 
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£1  Ss. ;  one  ditto  of  Aaron  Agar,  8s. ;  one  ditto  of  James  Stone, 
£1  4s.]  one  ditto  of  Asa  Fay,  £1  10s.;  one  ditto  of  Aaron  Fay,  £\ 
Is.  4d. ;  one  ditto  of  William  Bethank,  13s. ;  total,  cfS  9^.  4.cl. 

Memorandum,  Col.  Jonathan  Ward  gave  a  receipt  for  the  ahove 
guns,  for  which  he  made  himself  accountable,  which  receipt  is  entered 
in  the  minute  book. 

A  letter  was  reported  for  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  wliich  was 
accepted,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  [put]  on  file,  [and  is  as  follows  ;] 

[Cambridge,  ]\Ivy  4,  1775.] 

[It  is  with  great  satisfaction  this  committee  received  your  letter  of 
the  second  instant,  expressive  of  your  tender  care,  and  sympathy  with 
this  colony  under  our  alarming  situation.  All  we  can  write  on  this 
occasion  is,  that  the  exigency  of  our  alTairs  requires  all  the  assistance 
W'liich  your  better  judgment  shall  dictate.  We  rest  assured,  that  your 
zeal  for  the  common  safety  will  inspire  you  to  do  every  thing  that  is 
proper  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  unalienable  rights  of 
America.] 

A  draught  of  a  letter  to  tlie  governor  and  company  of  Rhode  li-land, 
respecting  the  sending  a  number  of  troops  immediately,  was  reported, 
whereupon,  Voted,  that  the  same  be  accepted,  and  transmitted  by  an 
express.! 

Toted,  That  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  council 
of  war  to  recommend  their  giving  orders  for  a  return  of  the  enlisted 
men,  and  that  they  will  take  order,  that  such  men  as  are  enlisted,  may 
be  admitted  to  join  the  camp  with  all  expedition,  that  so  such  men  as 
are  far  from  home,  and  do  not  intend  to  enlist,  may  have  leave  to  de- 
part as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  the  colony. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Gardner  be  appointed  to  lay  this  vote  before  the 
council  of  war. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  war,  that  six  com- 
panies of  each  of  the  two  regiments  to  be  raised  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  be  ordered  to  join  the  army  at  Roxbury,  as  soon  as  they 
are  completed ;  and  that  the  four  other  companies  of  each  of  said  reg- 
iments, which  may  be  raised  most  contiguous  to  the  sea  coast  of  said 
county,  be  retained  for  the  immediate  defence  of  said  sea  coast,  to  be 
regulated  by  the  colonels  of  said  regiments  until  further  orders. 


(1)  The  letter  to  Rhode  Island  was  in  the  soino  words  with  that  sent  to  Coum  ctK-ul. 

G8 
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Voted,  That  Col.  Palmer  and  Col.  Cushiiig  be  appointed  to  lay  the 
forcfjoing  vote  before  said  council. 

Advice  being  received,  that  a  number  of  transports  with  troops  are 
just  arrived  at  Boston  from  England,  Doct.  Church,  Col  Palmer,  and 
Mr.  Devens,  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  council  of  war,  upon 
the  occasion. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Bricket  be  desired  to  take  possession  of  all  the 
arms  and  ammunition  that  he  shall  find  in  Mr.  Borland's  house,  and 
bring  them  to  head  quarters. 

May  7,  1775. 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  great  uneasiness  may 
arise  in  tlie  army,  by  the  appointment  of  surcreons  who  may  not  be 
agreeable  to  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  in  their  respective  regiments, 
therefore,  Voted,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Congress,  to  allow  the 
colonel  of  each  regiment  to  nominate  the  surgeon  for  his  regiment ; 
said  surgeon  to  nominate  his  mate  ;  and  unless  there  is  some  material 
objection  made  against  them,  that  they  be  accordingly  appointed. 

Mr.  GeoTcre  Babcock,  chnrcred  with  the  care  of  a  house,  havinor  com- 
plained  that  certain  persons  had  come  to  said  house,' and  taken  from 
thence  considerable  furniture.  Voted,  that  this  complaint  be  referred  to 
Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Cushing  be  desired  to  accompany  said  Bab- 
cock there,  and  that  the  above  vote  be  sent  to  the  council  of  war  for 
their  approbation  ;  w  hich  vote  being  sent,  it  was  approved  of  accord- 
ingly- 

Jlesolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  selectmen 
and  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of  Sudbury,  that  they 
use  their  utmost  influence,  that  the  effects  of  Col.  Ezra  Taylor  of  that 
town,  be  secured  from  any  injury  whatsoever. 

Ordered,  That  the  selectmen  and  the  committee  of  correspondence 
for  the  town  of  Chelsea,  be  desired  to  take  such  etlectual  methods  for 
the  prevention  of  any  provisions  being  carried  into  the  town  of  Boston, 
as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

[The  following  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety 
and  protection  of  Albany,  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded.] 

[Sir  : — AVc  have  received  your  important  and  very  agreeable  let- 
ter of  May  current,  by  the  worthy  gentleman,  C;iptain  Barent  Ten 
Eyck.  AVhile  we  lament  the  eftusion  of  the  blood  of  our  friends  and 
fellow  countrymen,  shed  by  more  than  brutal  cruelty,  urged  on  by  the 
corrupt  administration  of  a  British  minister  of  state ;  yet,  amidst  all 
our  sorrows  on  that  mournful  occurrence,  we  rejoice  greatly,  at  the 
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bright  prospect  lying  before  us,  in  the  unanimity  of  the  colonies  on 
this  extended  continent.  We  have  the  highest  sntisfaction  in  the  assur- 
ance from  you,  that  the  citizens  of  Albany  continue  firmly  and  resolute- 
ly to  cooperate  with  their  brethren  in  New  York  and  with  the  several 
colonies  on  the  continent,  in  their  opposition  to  the  ministerial  plan 
now  prosecuting  against  us,  and  that  the  city  have  unauirnously  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  safety,  protection  and  correspondence,  which 
we. esteem  as  a  necessary  measure  to  bind  us  all  in  one  indissoluble 
bond  of  union  in  the  common  cause  of  the  American  colonies,] 

[Be  assured.  Sir,  that  we  shall  ever  esteem  it  as  our  honor  and  in- 
terest to  correspond  with  you,  at  all  times,  on  matters  tending  to  pro- 
mote the  common  good.  Suffer  us  to  say,  that  we  have  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  your  information,  that  the  extensive  county  of  Albany  will 
follow  your  laudable  example,  and  in  the  important  aid  the  general  cause 
will  receive  from  our  sister  colony,  New  York.  The  enclosed,  you 
may  depend  upon  it,  is  a  well  authenticated  account  of  the  late  en- 
gagement in  this  colony,  and  supported  by  a  great  number  of  allida- 
vits.]i 

[Permit  us  to  say.  Sir,  that  you  may  rely  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
people  of  this  colony  to  exert  themselves,  in  every  possible  way,  and 
that  they  have,  long  since,  devoted  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  glo- 
rious cause  of  liberty  and  their  country;  and  that  they  never  can  give 
up  their  stand,  to  oppose  despotism  and  tyranny,  while  they  have  such 
full  assurances  from  their  sister  colonies,  that  they  are  equally  engaged 
in  the  defence  of  the  natural  and  constitutional  rights  of  Americans. 
The  blood  of  our  neighbors,  repeatedly  and  untimely  poured  out,  cries 
aloud  to  the  survivors  to  defend  the  American  rights  for  which  they 
bled  and  died.  We  have  their  wounds  fresh  in  mind,  and  while  the 
colonies  are  united,  we  have  the  fullest  assurance,  under  God,  of  tiio 
salvation  of  our  country.] 

[We  are,  Sir,  affectionately, 

Your  very  humble  servants.] 

[In  Committee  of  Safety  ^  Cambridge y  May  7,  1775.] 

May  9,  1775. 

Moved  and  Voted,  That  the  Congress  be  desired  to  direct  their  sec- 
retary to  furnish  this  committee  with  copies  of  all  such  resolves  as  have 
passed  the  Congress  in  any  ways  relative  to  the  duty  enjoined  this  com- 
mittee, and  as  the  circumstances  of  this  colony  are  very  different  from 

(1)  The  nnrrntivo  will  be  found  in  thfl  Appendix. 
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what  they  were  at  tlieir  first  appointment,  the  committee  would  repre- 
sent to  tlie  Congress,  that  they  apprehend  it  is  necessary,  that  the  whole 
of  their  duty  may  be  comprised  in  a  new  commission. 

The  council  of  war  having  determined  that  two  thousand  men  are 
necessary  to  reenforce  the  army  now  at  Roxbury,  and  that,  if  possible, 
the  reenforcement  be  brought  into  camp  the  ensuing  night;  this  com- 
mittee took  the  vote  of  the  council  of  w  ar  into  consideration ;  there- 
upon. Ordered^  that  the  commanding  officers  of  the  towns  of  Dorches- 
ter, Dedham,  Newton,  Watertown,  Waltham,  Roxbury,  Milton,  Brain- 
tree,  Brookline,  and  Needham,  immediately  muster  one  half  of  the 
militia,  and  all  tlie  minute  men  under  their  command,  and  march  them 
forthwith  to  the  town  of  Roxbury,  for  the  strengthening  of  the  camp 
there. 

A  firelock  of  Mr.  Borland  was  appraised  by  Col.  Palmer  and  Col. 
Orne,  at  forty  shillings,  and  delivered  Col.  Sergeant,  for  which  he  is 
to  be  accountable. 

A  vote  passed,  recommending  it  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  a 
court  of  inquiry  be  appointed,  for  the  trial  of  accused  persons. 

Voted,  That  Daniel  Taylor,  of  Concord,  be  desired  to  send  down  to 
Cambridge,  about  sixty  oars  for  boats,  from  twelve  to  sixteen  feet  in 
length. 

Mat?  10,  1775. 

Voted,  That  one  company  of  men  be  raised  by  the  district  of  Co- 
hasset,  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  sea  coast  of  said  district : 
the  said  company  to  be  joined  to  such  regiment  in  future,  as  it  may  be 
ordered  to,  should  there  be  occasion,  or  discharged  from  service  as 
soon  as  the  public  good  w'ill  permit. 

Voted,  That  Nathan  Cushing,  Esq.  be  desired  forthwith  to  engage 
four  armorers,  for  the  service  of  this  colony,  and  order  them  immedi- 
ately to  repair  to  the  town  of  Cambridge,  with  their  tools  and  other 
matters  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas,  the  council  of  war  are  of  opinion,  that  many  batteaux, 
whale  boats,  and  other  vessels,  will  immediately,  or  very  soon,  be 
wanted  in  Charles  river  and  other  places;  and  as  there  is  not  . a  sufii- 
cient  number  of  such  vessels  to  be  now  obtained,  it  is  therefore  He- 
solved,  that  it  would  be  of  public  utility  to  have  one  or  more  master 
carpenters  immediately  engaged  in  that  service ;  and  that  this  resolve 
be  immediately  sent  to  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Daniel  Taylor,  of  Concord,  [was]  empowered  to  impress  a  car- 
riage or  carriages,  for  the  bringing  down  oars  from  that  town  to  Cam- 
bridge. 
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Votcdy  That  orders  be  issued  to  the  colonels  of  the  several  regi- 
ments, to  repair  with  the  men  they  have  enlisied,  to  Cambridge,  ini- 
mediately.i 

The  Provincial  Congress  having  resolved,  that  the  general  officers 
be  directed  forthwith  to  call  in  all  the  soldiers  who  are  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  this  colony,  and  that  they  give  immediate  orders  to  all  tlie 
enlisted  soldiers,  and  all  others  now  in  the  camps  at  Cambridge  and 
Roxbury,  that  they  do  not  depart  till  the  further  orders  of  the  Con- 
gress, whereupon,  Voted,  that  the  following  letter  be  immediately  sent 
to  tlie  respective  colonels  of  the  army,  viz. ; 

Cambridge,  May  10,  1775. 
Sir  : — As  we  are  meditatinor  a  blow  ao^aiust  our  restless  enemies,  we 
therefore  enjoin  you,  as  you  would  evidence  your  regard  to  your  coun- 
try, forthwith,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  to  repair  to  tlie  town  of 
Cambridge,  with  the  men  enlisted  under  your  command.  ,    ,,  ,  .,  ,>,. 

We  are,  <Soc.  * 

Voted,  That  the  following  letter,  signed  by  Benjamin  Church,  Jr., 
as  chairman  of  this  committee,  be  transmitted  to  Joseph  Warren,  Esq. 
president  of  the  Congress,  to  be  communicated,  viz. : 

Sir  : — Conformable  to  the  order  of  Congress,  the  committee  of 
safety,  with  the  council  of  war,  have  issued  orders  to  the  several  col- 
onels, a  copy  of  which  we  enclose  you  :  upon  receiving  the  return, 
those  who  have  completed  their  regiments  will  be  commissioned,  agree- 
ably to  the  direction  of  Congress ;  those  who  find  it  impracticable  to 
fill  their  companies,  must  be  incorporated  into  other  defective  regi- 
ments, which  is  the  only  plan  the  committee  find  themselves  able 

(1)  The  orders  appear  to  have  been  founded,  in  part,  on  some  communications  like  tixc  follow- 
ing, sent  from  Boston : 

"  MoxDAV,  8  MAr,  1T:5." 

"  An  old  campaigner  says,  he  knows  by  the  movements,  that  there  is  a  stroke  nieditatt-d  #<>.iie- 
whero,  and  likely  to  be  to  night  ;  he  thinks  a  feint  [will  be  made]  at  the  neck  to  divert,  and  a  largo 
body  [«ont]  to  take  the  ground  on  Dorchester  neck." 

"  Jle  advises  to  send  a  large  body  on  Dorchester  neck,  so  as  not  to  be  discovered  from  the  town, 
every  night,  and  have  a  strong  body  in  lloxbury:  if  they  should  observe  the  troops  landing  on 
Dorchester  neck,  to  have  force  sufficient  to  cut  them  otT  entirely.  We,  in  town,  know  nothing, 
nor  are  able  to  communicate,  as  the  tories  and  troops  are  very  vigilant." 

May  10,  1775. 

♦«  Elijah  Shaw  declares,  that  Gen.  Gage's  officers  have  said  in  his  hearing,  that  thoy  shall  soon 
come  out,  and  that  a  soldier  requested  him  to  convey  him  into  the  country,  for  the  troops  would 
80oa  make  a  push  either  towards  Dorchester  neck  or  CJielsca  ;  but  he  refused.  He  further  declares, 
that  Earl  Percy  swears  he  will  be  revenged  on  some  of  our  men:  and  further  says,  that  the  troops 
have  robbed  him  of  11  cows,  3  calves,  a  yearling  heifer,  48  sheep,  61  Iambs,  4  hogs,  and  poultry, 
hay  5  tons,  and  almost  all  his  furniture." 
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to  suggest  on  this  emergency,  but  should  there  finally  be  a  deficien- 
cy, enlisting  orders  must  be  given  to  others. 

Yours,  <Scc. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  Ordered,  that  William  Goodwin 
have  orders  to  fetch  a  number  of  boats  from  Charlestown,  and  like- 
wise orders  to  press  teams  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  William  Goodwin,  of  Charlestown,  was  directed  and  empow- 
ered to  take  possession  of  a  number  of  boats  now  at  Charlestown,  and 
likewise  to  press  teams,  wherever  they  may  be  found,  to  convey  said 
boats  to  Cambridcre  :  directing  the  owners  of  such  teams  to  transmit 
their  accounts  to  this  committee. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Watson  be  directed  and  empowered  to  remove  to 
Cambridge  the  boats  now  in  Menotomy  river,  and  to  impress  what 
carriages  may  be  necessary. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  neighboring  regiments,  were  direc- 
ted forthwith  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Cambridge,  with  the  men  enlist- 
ed under  their  command. 

May  11,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  William  Cooper,  Jr.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed, a  clerk  to  Doct,  Warren,  president  of  the  Congress. 

May  12,  1775. 

Voted^  That  Mr.  Charles  Miller  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed, 
deputy  commissary  to  Mr.  Pigeon,  tlie  commissary  general. 

Voted,  That  orders  be  given  to  Mr.  Clark,  boat-builder,  that  he 
give  such  repairs  to  the  boats  as  may  be  judged  necessary. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas  have  sixty  reams  of  printing  crown 
paper,  and  eight  reams  of  printing  demy  paper,  supplied  him,  by  the 
committee  of  supplies,  they  taking  his  obligation  to  be  accountable  to 
the  colony  for  the  amount  thereof  ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Miller  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered 
and  directed,  to  impress  any  horse  he  may  have  occasion  for  on  the 
service  of  the  province. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Branch  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed, 
one  of  the  armorers  for  the  colony  forces. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  a  joint  committee,  appointed  by  the 
committee  of  safety  and  the  council  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
noitering  the  highlands  in  Cambridge  and  Charlestown,  viz.  ; 
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We  have  carefully  examined  the  lands,  and  tlieir  situation,  in  regard 
of  annoying  and  preventing  the  enemy  from  pa^siug  into  the  country 
from  Boston,  [and]  are  of  opinion,  that  the  engineers  be  directed  to 
cause  a  breast  work. to  be  raised  near  the  bridge,  by  the  red  house,  at 
the  head  of  the  creek,  near  the  road  from  Cambridnre  to  Charlestown, 
on  the  south  side  of  said  road  ;  also  a  breast  work  [to  be]  raised  at 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  opposite  the  said  red  house,  and  to  run  in 
the  same  line  as  the  fence  now  stands,  upon  the  declivity  of  the  hill 
there  ;  also  a  redoubt  on  the  top  of  the  hill  where  the  guard  house 
now  stands;  and  three  or  four  nine  pounders  [to  be]  i)lanted  there: 
also  a  strong  redoubt  [to  be]  raised  on  Bunker's  Hill,  wiih  cannon 
planted  there,  to  annoy  the  enemy  coming  out  of  Charlestown,  also  to 
annoy  them  going  by  water  to  Medford.  When  these  are  huished,  we 
apprehend  the  country  will  be  safe  from  all  sallies  of  the  enemy  in 
that  quarter  :  all  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  CJIURCll,  i/unrman 
of  the  sub-committee  f  rom  the  committee  of  safi  fi/. 

WlLLIAxAI  IIEXSIIAW,  chairman 
of  the  sub  committee  from  the  council  of  tear. 

The  committee  of  safety  having  taken  the  foregoing  report  into 
consideration,  apprehend  the  matter  not  to  belong  to  them  ofiicially  ; 
and  although  they  are  persuaded  that  the  high  lands  above  mention- 
ed are  important,  yet  not  being  the  proper  judges  what  works  are  ne- 
cessary to  be  constructed,  to  make  said  posts  tenable,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  determination  of  this  matter  rests  solely  with  the  council  of 
war. 

BENJAMIN  CHURCH,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  this  report  be  sent  up  to  the  council  of  war. 

The  council  of  war  having  sent  in  to  this  committee,  a  proposal  re- 
specting the  suspending  the  orders  of  Congress  respecting  the  removal 
of  the  persons  and  effects  of  the  tories,  and  ordering  the  crown  officers 
through  the  continent  to  be  apprehended  : 

Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  of  the  council  of  war,  respect- 
ing the  seizure  of  the  servants  and  friends  of  government,  improperly 
so  called,  and  keeping  them  in  custody,  until  General  Gage  shall  have 
complied  with  the  condition  proposed  by  liim  to  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  accepted  by  them,  be  referred  to  Congress,  for  their  determina- 
tion thereon. 
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Voted,  That  this  committee  adjourn  to  Congress,  upon  matters  of 
great  importance. 

May  13,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Capt,  Isaac  Foster  be  recommended  to  the  council  of 
war,  as  a  suitable  person  to  carry  such  provisions  into  the  town  of 
Charlestown,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  as  the  general  shall  think 
proper  to  permit  to  be  carried  in. 

Voted,  That  General  Thomas  be  desired  to  deliver  out  medicines  to 
such  persons  as  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers 
at  Roxbury,  until  the  surgeons  for  the  respective  regiments  are  regu- 
larly appointed. 

Voted,  That  the  provisions  and  chest  of  medicines  belonging  to 
Madam  Vassal,  now  under  the  care  of  Col.  Starks,  be  stored  as  Col. 
Starks  may  direct,  till  further  orders :  and  that  the  other  packages  may 
pass  into  Boston  or  elsewhere. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  general  or  his  deputy  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed,  to  supply  Col.  Rosseter  with  provisions  for  thirteen 
men  for  eight  days,  said  men  being  discharged  by  recommendation  of 
the  council  of  war,  and  order  of  this  committee. 

Whereas  the  committee  are  informed,  that  a  number  of  men  enlist- 
ed into  the  colony  army,  under  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  are  now  posted 
at  Waltham,  and  are  receiving  provisions  from  the  public  stores  :  Re- 
solved, that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  colony  forces  be  desired 
to  order  said  enlisted  men  at  Waltham,  immediately  to  repair  to  head 
quarters,  and  in  case  of  refusal,  that  orders  be  given  for  the  preven- 
tion of  their  being  supplied  with  provisions  of  any  kind  from  the  pub- 
lic magazines. 

One  Thomas  Nicholas,  a  negro,  brought  before  this  committee  on 
account  of  his  suspicious  behavior  for  some  time  past,  having  been 
examined,  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  war 
to  commit  said  negro,  until  there  be  further  inquiry  into  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Solomon  Shaw  was  appointed  one  of  the  armorers  for  the 
army,  and  General  Thomas  was  desired  to  accommodate  him  with  a 
suitable  place  at  Roxbury,  for  carrying  on  his  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Bradish,  keeper  of  the  jail  in  Cambridge, 
be  directed  and  empowered  to  confine  one  Thomas  Nicholas,  negro, 
till  further  orders. 

May  14,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary  general  supply  with  provisions,  for 
six  days,  four  men  of  Capt.  Williams'  company,  and  three  men  of 
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Capt.  Noble's  company  : — these  men  came  down  with  Col.  Patterson, 
and  are  returning  home,  being  dismissed. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  John  Currier  have  one  set  of  beating  orders  for 
Col.  Fry's  regiment ,  and  in  case  it  should  not  be  consented  to  by  the 
colonel,  he  agrees  to  join  that  regiment  which  shall  be  thought  most 
convenient. 

Mr.  Andrew  Craigie,  commissary  of  the  medicinal  stores,  &,c.,  was 
directed  and  empowered  to  impress  beds,  bedding,  and  other  necessa- 
ries for  the  sick,  as  they  may  be  wanting,  giving  the  owners  a  receipt 
for  such  articles  as  he  may  take  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  supplies,  to 
engage  ninety-seven  barrels  of  tar,  in  the  sloop  Adventure,  Samuel 
Foot,  master,  just  arrived  at  Salem  from  Virginia,  it  being  apprehend- 
ed, that  the  service  of  the  colony  requires  said  tar  being  secured. 

A  vote  of  the  council  of  war,  desiring  a  supply  of  hoes  and  brooms, 
was  recommended  to  the  committee  of  supplies  by  this  committee. 

The  following  was  sent  to  the  gentlemen,  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Lynn  : 

Whereas  Josiah  Martin  has,  under  guard,  been  brought  before  this 
committee  to  be  inquired  of  touching  his  conduct,  respecting  his  ap- 
pearing in  favor  of  carrying  into  execution  the  tyrannical  designs  of 
administration  for  the  enslaving  of  this  province  :  upon  examination  of 
the  evidences  produced.  Resolved,  that  the  said  Martin's  conduct  has, 
in  some  instances,  been  unfriendly  to  his  country  ;  but  that,  on  his 
being  charged  with  the  same,  he  has  promised,  with  his  life  and  fortune, 
to  stand  forth  for  the  defence  of  his  country,  and  that  so  long  as  he 
evinces  this  disposition,  by  his  conduct,  and  does  not  any  more  attempt 
to  go  into  the  town  of  Boston,  that  he  be  received  with  the  favor  of 
his  countrymen,  and  that  no  insult  nor  injury  be  offered  him  or  his 
property. 

The  following  resolve,  relative  to  the  live  stock  on  the  islands  near 
Boston,  passed  this  committee,  viz  : 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tliat  all  the  live  stock  be 
taken  from  Noddle's  island.  Hog  island.  Snake  island,  and  from  that 
part  of  Chelsea  near  the  sea  coast,  and  be  driven  back ;  and  that  the 
execution  of  this  business  be  committed  to  the  committees  of  corres- 
pondence and  selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Medford,  Maiden,  Chelsea 
and  Lynn,  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  such  a  number  of  men  as 
they  shall  need,  from  the  regiment  now  at  Medford. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Palmer  and  Col.  Orne  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  committee  of  supplies,  at  Watertown,  for  a  particular  account  of  the 
69 
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ordnance  and  military  stores,  and  where  tlie  same  are  deposited,  agree- 
ably to  the  request  of  the  council  of  war. 

Votcdj  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  tliat  all  persons  escap- 
ing from  their  imprisonment  in  the  town  of  Boston,  ought  to  be  receiv- 
ed and  protected  in  the  several  tow  ns  in  this  and  the  neighboring  col- 
onies, except  such  as  are  of  principles  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  who  are  not  to  be  received,  but  on  their  first  recanting  their 
said  principles,  and  making  their  peace  with  their  countrymen  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  selectmen,  committees  of  inspection,  &c.,  in  the 
town  to  which  they  shall  aj)ply  :  and  that  the  wives  and  children  of 
such  persons,  who  shall  choose  to  remain  in  Boston  with  General 
Gage,  may  and  ought  to  be  treated  with  humanity  and  tenderness  in 
the  several  towns  they  may  go  to  dwell  in,  during  the  present  troubles, 
and,  by  no  means,  to  suffer  the  least  injury,  or  meet  with  tlie  smallest 
mark  of  disrespect  upon  account  of  their  said  husbands  or  fiithers. 

The  council  of  war  having  recommended  that  forty  persons  of  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Col,  Fellows,  have  liberty  to  return  to  their 
several  homes,  llcsolvcd,  that  they  be  dismissed  accordingly,  and 
that  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  supply  said  persons  with 
six  days'  provisions  to  serve  them  on  their  return  home. 

This  committee,  having  been  informed  by  the  committee  of  supplies, 
that  they  had  secured  as  many  naval  stores  as  Col.  Gridley  of  the  train 
had  indented  for.  Voted,  that  Capt.  Foot  be  permitted  to  deliver  his 
cargo,  naval  stores  not  excepted,  agreeably  to  the  bills  of  lading  he 
had  signed  for  the  same. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  William  Haskins  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed, 
first  clerk  to  the  deputy  commissary  general. 

The  council  of  war  having  recommended  that  Capt.  Joseph  Foster, 
Thomas  Jenkins,  James  Lammans,  John  Rutherford,  Jonathan  March, 
J.  Mensh,  J.  Simmins,  J.  Crost,  of  Col.  Porter's  regiment,  w'ho  are 
not  enlisted,  may  be  dismissed,  they  were  accordingly  dismissed,  and 
had  an  order  on  the  commissary  general  for  four  days'  provisions  each. 

Voted,  That  IMatthew  Clark  and  five  other  persons,  who  are  repair- 
ing the  boats  brought  to  this  town,  be  supplied  with  provisions  while 
they  are  at  work  for  the  colony. 

May  15,  1775. 

The  sub-committee,  appointed  to  apply  to  the  committee  of  supplies 
for  a  particular  account  of  the  ordnance  and  military  stores,  reported, 
and  handed  in  to  the  committee  the  following  list,  viz. : 
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A  List  of  Military  Stores  under  the  care  of  Copt.  Foster,  viz. : 

At  Cambridge  ; — pick  axes,  4G0  :  hatchets,  23  :  seven-inch  shells, 
298:  spades,  190:  pieces  of  cannon,  24:  axes,  15(>:  boxes  of  grape 
shot,  41  1-4:  hogsheads  of  flints  containing  75,(j()(),  2  :  carpenter's 
tool  chests,  2 :  boxes  of  axes,  4  :  4  barrels  1  cask  leaden  balls  :  boxes 
small  arm  cartridges,  18  :  barrels  of  bomb  fuses,  1 :  barrels  of  matches, 
1 :  chests  of  tin  cannisters,  2  :  boxes  of  paper  for  cartritlges,  1  :  nine 
pound  ball,  GOT  :  six-pound  balls,  1123:  four-pound  ditto,  200  :  two- 
pound  ditto,  800  :  seven-inch  shells,  298  :  twenty-four  })ound  ball,  122 : 
three-pound  ball,  620  :  No.  1  and  2  paper  cartridges  for  cannon  boxes, 
2  :  one  barrel  containing  four  tube  cannisters,  IG  straps,  4  packs, 
4  powder  horns,  5  skeins  dry  matches  :  1  barrel  cannisters  filled  witli 
langrage,  but  no  cartridges  affixed  to  them,  for  G  pounders :  4  casks, 
marked,  paper  cartridges  filled  :  1  barrel,  marked,  S4  two  pound  cart- 
ridges. 

Under  the  care  of  Col.  Barrett  and  Capt.  Ileyicood. 

Musket  balls,  9,000:  grape  shot,  1,G00:  bar  lead,  700:  musket 
cartridges,  about  3,000  weight :  3  barrels  of  bandages. 

More  at  Cambridge,  under  the  care  of  Capt,  Foster. 

2  casks  of  tubes  :  1  barrel,  marked,  GO  cases  with  flannel  cartridges 
for  three  pair  single  fortified  guns  :  2  barrels  containing  case  shot, 
part  fuses  and  tubes  :  1  barrel  containing  a  number  of  paper  cartridges 
not  filled :  2  casks  of  cases  with  flannel  cartridges,  marked  I.  T.  T. 

Attest,  ALEXANDER  SHEPHERD,  Jr., 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Moved  and  Voted,  That  the  original  list  of  military  stores  be  handed 
in  to  the  council  of  war,  and  it  was  handed  in  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  the  Hampshire  companies,  now  at  Medford,  if  enlisted 
into  this  colony's  service,  under  Col.  Stark  or  Col.  Sargent,  and  pro- 
perly equipped,  shall  be  provided  with  barracks:  those  of  them,  if  any, 
who  are  not,  and  do  not  choose  to  be  enlisted,  and  are  not  equipj)ed, 
are  to  be  furnished  with  provisions  for  their  return. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  John  Walker  of  Worcester,  who  came  down  to 
this  committee  for  liberty  to  go  into  Boston,  upon  the  proclamation 
issued  by  Congress,  be  apprehended  and  confined  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
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he  being  an  half  pay  officer,  and  under  the  orders  of  General  Gage; 
and  so  not  included  in  said  proclamation. 

Upon  a  motion  made,  the  question  was  put,  whether  Col.  Phipps  be 
permitted  to  have  a  cow,  calf,  and  a  load  of  hay,  to  go  into  the  town 
of  Boston  :  passed  in  the  negative. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Naler  Hatch  [with  the]  Maiden  company  be  as- 
signed to  Col.  Gardner's  regiment,  but  they  are  to  remain  in  Maiden 
until  the  special  order  of  Col.  Gardner  shall  be  received  for  their 
attendance  elsewhere. 

Voted,  That  nine  indians,  of  Col.  Porter's  regiment,  have  liberty  to 
return  home,  and  that  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  furnish 
them  with  six  days'  provisions  for  that  purpose,  the  same  having  been 
recommended  by  the  council  of  war. 

Upon  the  application  of  Lady  Frankland,  Voted,  that  she  have  lib- 
erty Xp  pass  into  Boston  with  the  following  goods  and  articles  for  her 
voyage,  viz.  : 

6  trunks  :  1  chest :  3  beds  and  bedding  :  6  wethers  :  2  pigs  :  1  small 
keg  of  pickled  tongues  :  some  hay  :  3  bags  of  corn  :  and  such  other 
goods  as  she  thinks  proper. 

The  following  permit  was  granted  : 

To  the  Colony  Guard  : 

Permit  Lady  Frankland  of  Hopkinton,  with  her  attendants,  goods, 
and  the  provisions  above  mentioned,  to  pass  to  Boston,  by  express 
order  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

BENJAMLN  CHURCH,  Jr.,  Chairman. 
Head  Quarters,  May  15,  1775. 

.  Voted,  That  the  letters  and  writings  from  New  York,  via  New  Lon- 
don, relative  to  the  establishing  a  post  office  and  riders  for  the  service 
of  the  colony  be  sent  to  the  Congress. 

Voted,  That  John  Tucker  of  Col.  Porter's  regiment  be  dismissed 
from  the  service,  and  that  he  be  furnished  by  the  commissary  with 
seven  days'  provisions. 

Voted,  That  Jonathan  Blaisdel  of  Amesbury,  be  appointed  an  ar- 
morer for  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  jNIr.  Borland's  house  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  quarter  master  general  is  directed  to 
provide  quarters  for  the  troops  now  lodged  at  said  house. 

Voted,  That  the  quarter  master  general  be  directed  to  remove  as 
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many  of  the  three  companies  now  at  Mr.  Borland's,  to  the  house  of 
Doct.  Knceland,  as  the  liouse  can  accommodate,  and  tliat  the  three 
companies  at  jMr.  Vassal's  house,  be  placed  at  Mr.  Foxcroft's  liouse,  and 
that  Mr.  Borland's  house  be  cleared  and  cleansed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Jlcsolvcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that 
the  records  of  the  probate  office  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  supposed 
to  be  at  Mr.  Danforth's  and  Doct.  Kneeland's  houses,  be  removed  to 
Doct.  Minot's,  at  Concord,  and,  tliat  the  records  of  the  county  at  ]\Ir. 
Foxcroft's  office,  be  removed  to  said  Minot's  house. 

The  following  certificate  was  delivered  Mr.  Goddard,  viz.  : 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Mr.  John  Goddard,  has  been  appointed 
by  the  joint  committees  of  safety  and  supplies  as  waggon  master  to 
this  colony,  to  convey  such  articles  of  stores  from  one  part  of  this  col- 
ony to  another  as  the  public  exigency  may  require,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  commissary  general  and  the  ordnance  store  keeper,  and, 
that  such  other  waggoners  or  drivers  are  to  be  employed,  as  he  shall 
recommend  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  permit  was  given  to  Capt.  Walker. 

Permit  Capt.  John  Walker,  now  on  his  parole  of  honor,  to  pass  un- 
molested to  his  family  at  Worcester. 

Mr.  John  Goddard,  waggon  master,  was  directed  and  empowered,  in 
case  of  emergency,  to  impress  such  waggons  and  cattle  as  shall  be  re- 
quisite for  the  public  service. 

Voted,  That  the  clearing  Mr.  Borland's  and  Mr.  Vassal's  houses  be 
suspended  till  further  orders. 

Voied,  That  Thomas  Austin,  of  Charlestown,  be,  and  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed an  armorer  for  the  army. 

Volcd,  That  the  above  vote,  appointing  Mr.  Thomas  Austin  one  of 
the  armorers  for  the  army,  be,  and  hereby  is  reconsidered. 

May  16,  17T5. 

In  a  letter  from  Col.  James  Barrett,  of  this  day,  it  is  represented, 
that  a  prisoner  now  at  Worcester,  is  a  paper-maker,  and  that  Mr. 
James  Boice,  of  Milton,  is  in  want  of  such  a  person  in  his  paper  man- 
ufactory ;  therefore.  Resolved^  that  Col.  Barrett,  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  and  empowered,  to  remove  said  prisoner  from  Worcester  to 
said  Boice's  manufactory  in  Milton. 
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Voted,  That  Capt.  Hill,  and  four  men,  with  four  prisoners,  have  an 
order  for  supplies  on  the  taverners  and  innholders  in  the  towns  tliey 
pass  through. 

Whereas,  it  is  recommended  by  the  council  of  war,  that  fifty-four 
whale-boats  be  immediately 'provided  for  the  use  of  this  colony:  JRc- 
solvcd,  that  a  copy  of  said  vote  of  tlic  council  of  war,  be  transmitted  to 
the  committee  of  supplies,  and  that  they  be  desired  to  procure  nnd 
place  said  boats,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  council  of 
war. 

IWcr/,  That  Capt.  Butler,  be  desired  to  furnish  those  men  of  his 
own  company  with  arms,  who  are  destitute  thereof. 

By  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  following  is  the  estab- 
lishment for  ten  companies  of  matrosses  : 

Captain,  £(j  IO5.  per  month;  captain  lieutenant,  <£5  IO5.  per 
month;  first  lieutenant,  £^  IO5.  per  month;  2  second  lieutenants, 
each,  \^s.  per  month;  sergeants,  each,  <£2  lO^-.  per  month; 
corporals,  each,  ,£2  G5.  per  month ;  six  bombadiers,  each,  £'2  45. 
(jd.  per  month ;  six  gunners,  each,  £'2  4s.  per  month ;  3-2  matrosses, 
£2  3s.  per  month. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Gridley  have  one  set  of  beating  orders,  for  a  com- 
pany of  matrosses. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Azor  Orne  have  one  of  the  college  arms,  he  giv- 
ing a  receipt  for  the  same. 

May  17,  1775. 

Whereas,  it  is  determined,  in  council  of  war,  that  ten  swivels  be 
immediately  provided  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  delivered  in  camp, 
at  Cambridge  : 

Ixcsolvcd,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  vote  be  transmitted  to  the 
committee  of  supplies,  and  that  they  be  desired  to  procure  said  swivel 
guns  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  pieces  of  cannon,  with  the  stores,  now  at 
Waltham,  be  immediately  removed  to  Watertown,  near  the  bridge,  by 
advice  of  the  general,  and  that  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry,  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  supplies,  be  desired  and  empowered  to  remove  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Orne,  Doct.  Church  and  Col.  Palmer,  be  a 
committee  to  repair  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  request,  that 
forthwith,  the  duty  of  the  committee  of  safety  be  precisely  stated,  and 
that  said  committee  be  empowered  by  Congress  to  conduct  in  such 
manner  as  shall  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  colony;  and  to  justify  the 
conduct  of  said  committee,  so  far  as  their  proceedings  are  correspon- 
dent with  the  trust  reposed  in  them  ;  and  to  inform  [the  Congress] 
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that  until  the  path  of  their  duty  is  clearly  pointed  out,  they  must  be  at 
a  total  loss  how  to  conduct,  so  as  to  stand  justified  in  their  own  minds, 
and  in  the  minds  of  [tlie  people  of]  this  colony. 

Mr.  William  Beman,  in  Col.  Fellows'  regiment,  is  appointed  by  tliis 
committee  to  act  as  an  armorer  for  the  forces  posted  at  Roxbnrv. 

Resolved,  That  I\Ir.  Joseph  Austin,  of  Charlestown,  be  directed  to 
attend  upon  this  committee  of  safety,  immediately. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Fellows  be  directed  to  procure  a  sliop  and  tools, 
and  every  material  necessary  for  an  armorer,  at  lloxbury,  to  work 
immediately  in  the  colony  service. 

Voted,  That  the  commissary  deliver  Mr.  Matthew  Clark  sixty  oars, 
for  the  use  of  this  colony. 

Votedj  That  the  carrying  any  hay  into  the  town  of  Boston,  on  ac- 
count of  John  Borland,  Esq.,  be  suspended  until  further  order  from  this 
committee. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Stephen  Hall  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  college 
walls,  and  see  that  they  are  kept  in  proper  repair. 

Voted,  That  the  selectmen  of  Cambridge  be  directed  to  supply  Gen- 
eral Ward  with  four  half  barrels  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  this  colony. 

Whereas,  General  Gage  has  not  kept  his  agreement  with  the  iiiiial>- 
itants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  but,  notwithstanding  his  said  agreement, 
has  prevented,  and  even  refused,  said  inhabitants,  with  their  effects, 
from  removing  into  the  country  ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Congress,  that  they  rescind  their  resolution  of  the  3flth 
ultimo,  permitting  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  to  remove,  with  their 
effects,  into  the  town  of  Boston,  which  resolution  was  founded  upon 
said  agreement. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Orne  and  Col.  Palmer  be  directed  to  attend 
the  Congress,  with  the  above  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  an  alarm,  this  committee  will  repair  to 
Coolidge's  tavern,  in  Watertown. 

Upon  a  motion  made.  Voted,  that  Capt.  How  be  directed  to  restore 
llie  six  sets  of  enlisting  papers,  which  he  this  day  took  out  witiiout  the 
consent  of  the  committee,  by  a  fraud  practised  upon  the  chairman. 

Voted,  That  application  be  made  to  his  Excellency  General  Ward, 
that  he  would  order  Edward  How  under  guard,  until  this  committee 
can  have  a  full  hearing  of  his  case. 

[Whereas,  one  Mr.  Mellicant,  of  Waltham,  who  is  an  officer  in  his 
majesty's  service,  under  half  pay,  is  suspected,  by  means  of  his,  said 
Mellicant's  wife  having  free  access  into  and  out  from  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton, of  communicating  such  intelligence  to  our  enemies  as  may  have  a 
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tendency  to  injure  the  important  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and,  in 
some  degree,  defeat  the  plans  forming  for  the  salvation  of  this  colony 
and  continent :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  selectmen  and  commit- 
,  tee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Waltham  be,  and  hereby  are  di- 
rected and  empowered,  to  take  such  effectual  methods,  for  the  prevent- 
ing any  intelligence  going  into  the  town  of  Boston,  by  means  of  the 
abovesaid  Mr.  Mellicant,  or  any  of  his  family,  as  to  them,  in  their  wis- 
dom, shall  seem  meet.] 

May  19,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  John  Lane  have  enlisting  papers  delivered  him, 
for  raising  a  company  of  indians  at  the  eastward. 

The  following  certificate  was  delivered  Col.  Gerrish,  for  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  : 

Col.  Samuel  Gerrish  having  satisfied  this  committee  that  his  regi- 
ment is  full,  we  recommend  to  the  Congress  that  said  regiment  be 
commissioned  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newall  proceed  to  Watertown,  and  lodge  the 
ten  swivel  guns  he  has  under  his  care,  at  Edward  Richardson's,  inn- 
holder  in  said  Watertown ;  it  being  recommended  by  General  Ward. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Northborough, 
having  sent  a  certain  Ebenezer  Cutler  to  this  committee  for  trial,  upon 
complaint  of  his  being  an  enemy  to  this  country,  and  this  committee 
not  having  authority  to  act  in  the  case,  as  they  apprehend,  do  refer 
the  matter  to  Congress. 

Col.  Ebenezer  Learned  having. satisfied  this  committee  that  his  regi- 
ment is  full,  it  was  recommended  to  the  Congress  that  said  regiment 
be  commissioned  accordingly. 

The  following  letter  of  direction  to  the  several  colonels,  was  for- 
warded, viz. : 

Sir  : — The  necessity  of  completing  the  colony  army,  and  the  suspi- 
cions entertained  by  some  of  the  ofiicers  who  have  been  engaged  in 
recruiting  men,  oblige  us  to  request  your  immediate  return,  to  this 
committee,  of  the  number  of  men  enlisted  in  your  regiment,  with  the 
names  of  the  officers  of  said  regiment,  as  the  Congress  have  urged  for 
said  returns,  that  commissions  may  be  issued,  and  due  subordination 
take  place. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Wood,  of  Roxbury,  be,  and  hereby  is  ap 
pointed,  an  armorer  for  the  army. 
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Voted,  That  Mr.  Dike,  of  Bridgwater,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appoint- 
ed, an  armorer  for  the  army. 

General  Thomas  was  informed,  by  letter,  tliat  the  committee  had 
appointed  Messrs.  Beman,  Shaw,  Wood  and  Dike,  as  armorers  for  the 
forces  posted  at  Roxbury,  and  [was]  desired  to  acquaint  the  committee 
if  any  further  appointments  were  necessary. 

Voted,  That  Doct.  Church  liave  an  order  for  a  horse  and  sulky,  and 
a  single  horse,  for  his  journey  to  Philadelphia  upon  the  province  ac- 
count. 

[Whereas,  some  persons  have  hinted  that  Samuel  Barrett,  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  has,  in  some  instances,  been  unfriendly  to  his  country,  and 
the  common  cause  of  liberty,  for  which  this  colony  now  sulfers  and 
bleeds,  and  as  such  suggestions  may  have  a  tendency  to  injure  him, 
we  have  inquired  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Samuel  Barrett,  Ji^sq., 
during  the  unnatural  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  tlic  colonies, 
and  from  his  acts  and  explicit  declarations,  we  have  reason  to  think 
that  he  is  friendly  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this,  his  native  coun- 
try, and  we  recommend  him  accordingly.] 

May  20,  1T75. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Edward  How,  Ebenezer  Cutler,  and  Nicholas,  a 
black  fellow,  now  under  guard,  be  sent  up  to  Congress  for  examina- 
tion and  trial,  and  Capt.  White  is  appointed  to  attend  Congress,  with 
the  above  named  persons. 

Voted,  That  the  general  be  desired  to  furnish  a  (juard  for  the  occa- 
sion. 

Voted,  That  for  the  future,  no  person  having  orders  to  impress  hor- 
ses, shall  impress  the  horse  of  Deacon  Timothy  Winn,  of  Woburn,  he 
and  his  horse  being  employed  in  the  colony  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  as  the  contest 
now  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  respects  the  libertic5  luul 
privileges  of  the  latter,  which  the  colonies  are  determined  to  maintain, 
that  the  admission  of  any  persons,  as  soldiers,  into  the  army  now  rais- 
ing, but  only  such  as  are  freemen,  will  be  inconsistent  with  the  princi- 
ples that  are  to  be  supported,  and  reflect  dishonor  on  this  colony,  and 
that  no  slaves  be  admitted  into  this  army  upon  any  consideration  what- 
ever. 

Col.  Joseph  Read  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that  his  regiment 
is  full,  a  certificate  was  given  him  of  the  same,  and  it  was  reconujiend- 
ed  to  the  honorable  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  his  regiment  might 
be  commissioned  accordinglv. 
70 
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Col.  Read  had  thirteen  sets  of  regulations  for  the  army  delivered 
him  by  order.^ 

May  23,  1775. 

Whereas,  our  enemies  make  frequent  excursions  to  the  islands  and 
sea  coasts,  from  whence  they  plunder  hay,  cattle,  and  sheep ;  which 
not  only  greatly  injures  many  individuals,  but  also  the  public,  and 
strengthens  the  hands  of  our  enemies  ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  to  take  some  effectual  meas- 
ure to  secure  the  stock  on  the  islands  and  sea  coasts,  to  prevent  its  fal- 
linn-  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies. 

The  following  orders  relative  to  furnishing  one  of  the  expresses  with 
provisions,  horses,  &:c.,  were  issued,  viz.  : 

(1)  The  following  letter  was  uddressed  to  General  Preble. 

CiJiBRiDGE,  May  20,  1775. 

Honorable  General  Preble, 

Sir: — This  coiniuittco,  received  your  favor  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  touciiing  tlio  raising  men,  for 
tlie  service  of  this  colony,  and  note  your  just  ohservations  on  the  suhject. 

The  conimittee,  after  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress  for  establishing  an  army  of  tliirteen  thousand  six 
hundred  men,  thought  the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  exposed  situation  of  tiic  several  towns  near 
Boston,  made  it  absolutely  necessary,  thai  the  army  should  he  immediately  raised,  and,  that  for  the 
facilitating  of  this  important  business  it  was  exi)edient  that  orders  should  be  issued  to  such  men  as 
were  recommended  as  proper  persons  for  such  important  trusts.  Accordingly,  orders  were  issued  to 
as  many  colonels  as  were  sutlicient  to  complete  said  army  ;  but  from  the  delay  which  appeared  in 
the  army's  being  formed,  by  the  slow  progress  made  in  tlie  enlisting  men,  and  the  exposed  situation 
of  the  colony  camp,  by  the  going  otT  of  numbers  from  time  to  time,  it  was  rendered  necessary,  that 
further  orders  should  be  issued  for  completing  the  army  with  all  possiI)le  speed  ;  and  in  consequence 
of  that  determination,  among  others,  Col.  Alarch  received  orders  for  the  enlisting  of  a  regiment  for 
the  service  of  this  colony,  and,  we  understand,  has  made  some  considerable  progress  in  enlisting 
men  for  said  seivice.  We  are  also  informed  by  your  honor,  that  Col.  Fhiimoy  lias  received  enlist- 
ing orders  from  you,  and  has  engaged  in  the  business  of  enlisting  men  to  complete  a  regiment ;  and 
we  are  furllier  infoimed  by  your  honor,  that  it  is  impracticable  that  two  regiments  siiould  be  raised 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  being  told  by  Col.  Phinney,  that  many  of  tlie  men  tliat  would  be 
raiaied  in  your  county,  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  towns  from  which  they  are  enlisted,  with  fire- 
arnu  and  blankets,  this  committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  exposed  situation  of  your  county 
and  the  probability  of  the  army's  being  completed  without  drawing  men  from  those  parts  of  the  col- 
ony which  are  more  immediately  exposed,  would  recommend.  Sir,  that  you  would  use  your  influ- 
ence, that  a  Btop  be  put  to  the  raising  any  men  in  your  county  until  it  may  bo  known  by  the 
returns  from  the  several  colonels  authorized  for  the  raising  regiments,  whether  it  may  be  necessary 
to  take  any  men  from  your  county,  and  should  this  necessity  take  place,  this  committee  will  endeav- 
or to  give  you  such  early  intelligence  as  may  be  necessary.  The  request  of  this  committee  to  your 
honor,  we  Hatter  ourselves,  will  not  be  conceived  by  you  as  carrying  in  it  the  least  disrespect  to 
Col.  March  or  Col.  Phinney,  but  solely  from  the  probability  of  the  army's  being  complete  without 
tuking  men  from  those  parts  of  the  colony  which  are  more  inmiedialely  exposetL  We  should  bo 
glad  to  see  your  honor  at  head  quarters,  which  we  hope  your  health  will  soon  admit,  and  with  you 
we  join  in  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  a  speedy  end  to  the  great  difficulties  this  distressed  colony  now 
labors  under. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  the  great  respect,  your  honors  humble  servants, 

P.  S.   Please  to  inform  the  within  mentioned  coloaeU,  of  this  determiuation. 

Yours,  &,c. 


1775.] 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


555 


To  all  innkeepers^  tavcrncrs,  and  other  persons  tchom  it  may  con- 
cern : 

You  are  desired  to  furnish  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Chandler  Williams, 
with  all  necessaries  upon  his  journey  and  return,  as  also  with  horses, 
if  necessary,  and  to  exhibit  tlie  accounts  to  the  committee  of  safety  for 
this  colony,  as  he  is  now  upon  the  country  service. 

May  2G,  1775. 

The  following  warrant,  for  supplying  an  express  on  the  colony  ser- 
vice, was  issued: 

To  all  innkeepers^  taverncrs,  and  other  persons  tchom  it  may  con- 
cern : 

You  are  desired  to  furnish  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Gill,  with  all  neces- 
saries upon  his  journey  to,  and  return  from  Rhode  Island,  as  al^o 
with  horses,  if  necessary,  and  to  exhibit  your  account  to  the  commit- 
tee of  safety  for  this  colony,  lie  being  an  express  on  tlie  colony  service. 

The  followiniT  certificate  was  jriven  Dr.  Bond  : 

o  to 

Doct.  Nathaniel  Bond,  of  Marblehead,  having  been  charged  before 
this  committee,  with  having  acted  an  unfriendly  part  to  this  colony, 
said  committee  appointed  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Gardner, 
and  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  as  a  court  of  inquiry  to  examine  wit- 
nesses in  the  case,  and  hear  and  determine  the  same ;  and  upon  full 
inquiry  into  the  case,  they  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  said  Bond's  gen- 
eral behavior  has  been  friendly  to  American  liberties,  and  though  he 
may  have  discovered  an  imprudent  degree  of  warmth  in  some  instan- 
ces, yet  we  do  not  find  any  proof  of  an  inimical  temper  or  disposition 
to  this  country,  and  therefore,  recommend  him  to  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  his  country[men],  hoping,  that,  as  the  error  which  occa- 
sioned his  being  brought  before  this  committee,  appears  to  have  been 
altogether  involuntary,  and  was  such  as  several  of  our  most  firm 
friends  were  led  into  by  false  rumors  spread  of  the  transactions  of  the 
nineteenth  instant,  no  impressions  to  the  doctor's  disadvantage  may 
remain  on  the  minds  of  any  person  whatsoever.^ 

(1)  The  commission  given  to  the  committee  of  safety  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  May  18,  1775, 
u  entered  in  the  original  record  at  length.    It  will  be  foaiid  in  the  preceding  journals,  page  24U. 

The  Hon.  Benjamin  Greenleaf  having  been  elected  a  member  of  tlie  committee  of  safety,  declia- 
ed  the  acceptance  of  the  office,  by  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Freeman. 

"  Neavburtport,  Mat  26,  1773-" 
"  Sir  : — I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  nineteenth  instant,  informiDg  me,  that  the  Provin- 
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This  committee  have  taken  into  their  most  serious  consideration, 
tlie  state  of  the  New  England  army,  proposed  to  be  raised  for  tlie  defence 
and  security  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  the  Americans;  and 
find  that  the  several  colonies  have  not,  collectively,  raised  more  than 
24,509  men  ;  whereas,  30,000  were  supposed  to  be  necessary  ;  and  said 
committee  also  find  a  considerable  number  of  otficers  of  minute  men 
now  at  head  quarters,  who,  with  their  men,  cannot  find  room  for  employ- 
ment in  the  army  upon  the  present  establishment  of  this  colony;  and 
as  our  enemies  have  determined  to  distress  us  upon  our  sea  coasts,  by 
taking  our  vessels,  with  provisions,  salt,  molasses,  &:c.,  as  well  as  by 
plundering  our  islands  and  coasts  of  live  stock,  which  will  require  a 
greater  number  of  men  to  guard  said  coasts,  than  was  at  first  estima- 
ted ;  and  as  said  army,  or  any  part  thereof,  may  be  disbanded  at  any 
future  time,  when  the  public  safety  will  admit  thereof,  and  as  the  pub- 
lic military  spirit  now  runs  high,  it  is  therefore.  Resolved,  that  the  con- 
sideration of  these  premises  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  Col.  Palmer  be  directed  to  attend  said  Congress  with 
this  resolve,  in  order  to  know  whether  they  will  make  any  addition  to 
their  present  establishment. 

May  21,  17:5. 

[This  committee  have  often  contemplated  the  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  completion  of  the  several  regiments,  and  find  no  clear  and  explicit 
rule  to  their  satisfaction,  and  therefore,  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the 
honorable  Congress  of  this  colony,  whether,  a  return  from  a  muster- 
master,  that  such  or  such  a  regiment  had  such  a  number  of  privates 
who  had  passed  muster,  would  not  be  a  good  rule  for  ascertaining 
when  a  regiment  may  be  said  to  be  full ;  and  submit  the  consideration 
of  the  same  to  said  honorable  Congress.] 

cial  Congress  had  done  me  the  lionor  of  choosing  mo  a  member  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  that 
they  requested  my  attendance  without  delay.  I  readily  exert  myself  on  every  occasion  that  pre- 
sents, as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  promote  such  measures  as  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  the  country  from 
its  present  difficulties  and  embarrassments  ;  but  my  ill  state  of  health  forbids  my  attending  closely 
to  business,  and  therefore,  disqualifies  me  to  act  in  that  department,  with  advantage  to  the  public 
or  myself,  for  which  reason,  I  have  to  entreat  the  indulgence  of  the  Congress,  while  I  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  that  service  ;  assuring  them  I  cannot  be  an  indilTerent  observer  of  the  scene  that  is  cow 
acting  ;  but,  as  I  have  hitherto  attended  to  our  public  affairs,  as  far  as  my  health  would  permit,  al- 
most to  the  total  neglect  of  my  own  personal  concerns,  I  shall  continue  to  do  so,  if  my  life  is  spared 
until  this  land  obtains  a  complete  deliverance  from  the  hands  of  tyranny  and  oppression ;  but  then 
ii  must  be  in  a  sphere  wherein  I  shall  not  bo  liable  to  so  much  confinement  andaolicitude  as  I  must 
necessarily  submit  to,  as  a  member  of  that  committee." 

"  I  Jim,  with  respect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

B.  GREENLEAF." 
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May  22,  ]775. 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  committee,  tliat  no  immediate  service 
renders  it  necessary,  that  riders  sliould  be  kept  in  pay  at  present,  there- 
fore, Voted,  that  all  such  riders  as  have  been  employed  by  this  com- 
mittee, be  from  this  day  discharged  from  said  service.^ 

May  24,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  supply  John 
Carter,  and  three  others,  with  provisions  as  armorers  and  coopers,  now 
in  the  province  service. 

Col.  Scammon  havino;  satisfied  the  committee,  that  his  rejrimentwas 
nearly  full,  a  certificate  was  given  him  thereof,  and  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  his  regiment  be  commissioned  ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Congress,  immediately,  to 
take  such  order  respecting  the  removal  of  the  sheep  and  liay  from  Nod- 
dle's island  as  they  may  judge  proper,  together  with  the  stock  on  the 
adjacent  islands. 

Voted,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  supply  twenty- 
five  men  of  Capt.  Sprague's  company,  who  are  stationed  at  Chelsea. 

May  20,  1775. 

The  Congress  having  passed  a  resolve,  that  the  house  of  John  Vas- 
sal, Esq.,  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  committee  of  safety,  there- 

(1)  General  Ward,  having  represented  to  Congress,  that  the  army  were  deficient  of  arms,  and 
that  a  supply  of  plank  was  needed  for  the  artificers,  and  complained  of  the  delay  in  furnishing  these 
articles,  the  letters  were  transmitted  to  the  committee  of  supplies.  The  answer  shows,  that  tho 
wants  of  the  troops  were  not  occasioned  by  defect  of  diligence,  and  indicates  the  feeling  excited  by 
any  suspicion  of  neglect. 

In  Committee  of  Supi-lies,  May  22,  1775. 

To  the  Honorable  Provincial  Congress  : 

Tho  letters  which  we  have  this  day  received  from  General  Ward,  through  your  honorable  Con- 
gress, carry  with  them  an  impression  which  the  committee  cannot  conceive  tlicy  deserve.  We  aro 
Conscious  to  ourselves  of  having  discharged  the  heavy  duty  of  our  office,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
v  ith  fult  lity,  and  we  think,  tlie  grmt-rul,  on  consi»lcration,  must  acknowledge  it ;  nevertheless,  after 
we  had  issued  an  advertisement  in  the  Essex  Gazette,  for  collecting  all  Uie  colony  arms,  tlie  Con- 
gress are  troubled  with  the  afiair,  as  if  the  committee  had  not  used  every  proper  exertion  in  the 
transaction  of  the  affair.  But,  what  we  think  most  hardly  of,  is  the  matter  of  the  plank.  We  re- 
ceived a  memorandum  and  ordered  it  to  bo  provided  immediately.  The  owner  of  the  mill  ha<l  not 
procured  them  yesterday,  but  engaged  to  have  them  in  readiness  by  Tuesday  morning,  and  we  di- 
rected the  boatmen  to  apprise  the  general  of  this. 

Wc  shall,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  expect  an  explanation  of  this  matter,  whenever  the  affairs  of 
the  colony  can  be  a  littio  settled,  from  the  general ;  and,  in  the  interim,  wc  think  it  necessary  to  re- 
move any  unfavorable  impression  from  the  minds  of  the  members  of  tho  honorable  Congress. 
With  respect,  your  humblo  servant, 

DAVID  CHEEVEK,  per  order. 
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fore,  Kcsolvcclj  that  the  quarter  master  general  be  directed  to  clear 
the  said  house,  immediately,  of  the  soldiers  now  lodged  there,  that  it 
may  be  improved  for  that  purpose. 

Colonels  Ward  and  Gardner  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that 
'their  regiments  were  in  li  good  [slate  of ]  forwardness,  a  certificate  to 
that  purpose  was  given  them  ;  and  it  was  recommended  to  the  honor- 
able Provincial  Congress,  that  said  regiments  be  commissioned  accord- 
ingly- 

Colonels  Patterson  and  William  Prescott  having  satisfied  this  com- 
mittee, that  their  respective  regiments  are  nearly  full,  a  certificate  was 
given  them  of  the  same  ;  and  it  was  recommended  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  that  said  regiments  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Colonels  Cotton  and  Bridge  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that 
their  respective  regiments  are  full,  a  certificate  was  given  them  there- 
of ;  and  it  was  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  said  regi- 
ments be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Colonels  Asa  Whitcomb,  Frye,  and  Doolittle  having  satisfied  this 
committee,  that  their  respective  regiments  were  nearly  full,  a  cer- 
tificate was  given  them  thereof;  and  it  was  recommended  to  the  hon- 
orable the  Provincial  Congress,  that  said  regiments  be  commissioned 
accordingly. 

Col.  Walker  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that  his  regiment  was 
complete,  a  certificate  was  given  him  thereof ;  and  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  Congress,  that  said  regiment  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Col.  Donaldson  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that  his  regiment  is 
in  good  forwardness,  a  certificate  was  given  him  thereof;  and  it  was 
recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that  said  regiment  be  com- 
missioned accordingly. 

May  27,  1775. 

Col.  Mansfield  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that  his  regiment  is 
in  good  forwardness,  he  had  a  certificate  thereof,  and  a  recommenda- 
tion to  Congress,  that  the  regiment  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wesson,  keeper  of  Thomas  Oliver,  Esquire's  farm,  had  orders  to 
secure  any  creatures  that  might  be  put  into  his  inclosures  by  ill-dispos- 
ed persons,  and  to  inform  the  committee  thereof 

Voted,  That  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  General  Ward, 
Jacob  Rhodes,  of  Charlestown,  be  empowered  to  impress  such  cattle 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  removal  of  two  boats  from  that  town  to 
Cambridge. 

Joseph  Smith,  keeper  of  John  Vassal,  Esq's  farm,  had  orders  to  se- 
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cure  any  creatures  that  might  be  put  into  his  inclosures  by  ill-dispos- 
ed persons,  and  to  inform  the  committee  thereof. 

[The  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Provincial  Congress  :] 

[Gentlemen  : — This  committee  having  received  information  from 
sundry  persons,  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Waltham,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  Major  Abijah  Browne,  of  said  Waltham,  informing,  that  he, 
the  said  Browne,  at  sundry  times  and  in  sundry  places,  did  utter  many 
things  disrespectful  and  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  the  honorable 
Congress,  the  several  committees,  and  upon  the  general  of  the  colony 
army,  this  committee,  apprehending  that  any  determination  on  this 
case  is  out  of  the  department  of  this  committee,  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
matter,  with  the  evidence  respecting  the  same,  to  your  honors,  that 
you  may  be  furnished  with  such  light  as  may  enable  you  to  determine 
thereon,  as  to  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

We  are,  your  honors,  most  obedient  humble  servants.] 

May  2S,  1775. 

A  number  of  guns  taken  from  some  persons  in  Grafton,  were  ap- 
praised by  a  sub-committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  delivered 
Luke  Drury,  for  the  us.e  of  his  company,  and  a  receipt  taken  in  the 
rough  minutes ;  as,  reference  thereto  being  had,  will  particularly  ap- 
pear. 

May  29,  1775. 

A  number  of  letters  taken  from  Robert  Temple,  Esq.,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  Cohasset,  were  sent  to  this  committee  for  examina- 
tion, and  though  the  committee  think  that  the  matter  is  not  strictly 
within  their  commission,  yet  considering  that  the  present  Congress 
must  be  dissolved  this  day,  and  the  good  and  safety  of  this  colony  may 
be  effected  by  an  immediate  examination  of  said  letters,  therefore.  Re- 
solved, that  the  matter  be  immediately  taken  up  by  the  committee,  and 
as  Mr.  Temple  is  now  attending,  that  he  be  so  directed  respecting  said 
letters,  as  shall,  after  examination,  appear  necessary  to  promote  the 
greatest  good  of  this  colony. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  be  chosen  to  draw  up  a  certificate  for  xMr. 
Temple,  and  an  order  for  his  receiving  the  goods  taken  from  him. 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  a  certificate, 
which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  the  committee  of  inspection  of  the  district  of  Cohasset, 
have  transmitted  to  us,  a  number  of  letters  found  in  the  possession  of 
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Robert  Temple,  Esq.,  and  this  committee  have  carefully  inspected 
said  letters,  and  had  the  said  Mr.  Temple  before  them,  and  examined 
him,  both  with  regard  to  his  principles  and  conduct  in  the  present  con- 
troversy between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  in  America;  and 
whereas,  we  think  it  the  duty  of  this  committee,  at  the  same  time  that 
we  applaud  the  vigilance  of  the  committee  of  Cohasset,  who  have  stop- 
ped those  letters,  and  that  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  who  have  sent  two 
of  their  members  with  Mr.  Temple  to  this  committee,  to  do  justice  to 
individuals,  in  consequence  of  which,  we  Resolve,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  committee  at  Cohasset,  to  deliver  Mr.  Temple,  such  ar- 
ticles of  his  as  are  now  in  their  possession,  and  likewise,  that  they  and 
all  others  consider  and  treat  him  as  a  friend  to  the  interest  of  this 
country,  and  the  rights  of  all  America.^ 

Col.  Quincy,  of  Braintree,  having  proposed  to  this  committee  the 
erecting  of  a  small  defensive  work  against  the  depredations  of  our  en- 
emies upon  the  fjirms  in  his  neighborhood,  [they]  do  refer  the  matter 
to  the  council  of  war. 

Col.  Fellows  havinop  satisfied  this  committee  that  his  regiment  is 
full,  he  had  a  certificate  thereof;  and  a  recommendation  that  said  regi- 
ment be  commissioned  accordingly,  was  given  him  for  the  honorable 
Congress. 

It  being  expected  that  the  present  Congress  will  be  dissolved  this 
night,  and  hearing  that  one  volume  of  copies  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  let- 
ters, are  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  McLane,  at  the  upper  paper  mills,  in 
Milton,  which  volume  may  be  of  use  to  this  colony,  if  in  the  hands  of 
the  Provincial  Congress ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gor- 
den,  of  Roxbury,  be  desired  and  empowered  to  receive  from  said  Capt. 
McLane,  all  such  copies  as  are  in  his  hands,  or  in  any  other  hands, 

(1)  Hobcrt  Temple,  Esq.,  subsequently,  presented  the  following  representations  to  the  committee. 

I,  Robert  Temple,  of  Ten  Hills,  near  Charlestowm,  Xew  En^^land,  do  declare,  that  I  have  re- 
ceived no  injury  to  my  property,  nor  have  I  been  under  any  apprehensions  of  danger  to  either  my 
person  or  property  from  the  troops  that  are  under  the  command  of  General  Ward.  But,  it  is  a  fact, 
that  I  have  been  so  threatened,  searched  for,  attacked  by  the  names  of  tory  and  enemy  to  this 
country,  and  treated  in  such  a  manner,  that  not  only  my  own  judgment,  but  that  of  my  friends,  and 
of  almost  the  whole  of  the  town  where  I  lived,  made  it  necessary  or  prudent  for  me  to  tly  frt.m  my 
Lome.  I  am  confident,  that  this  is  owing  to  the  wickedness  of  a  few,  very  few,  who  have  prejudiced 
some  short  sighted  people  against  me,  who  live  too  far  from  my  abode,  to  be  acquainted  with  my 
proper  character.  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  from  the  kind  protection  that  my  wife  and  family 
have  received,  and  continue  to  receive  from  General  Ward,  as  well  as  from  the  seutiments  which 
the  committee  of  safety  have  been  pleased  to  entertain  of  me. 

R.  TEMPLE." 

Plymouth,  May  31,  1775.'' 
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and  to  be  accountable  to  tlie  present  or  some  future  Congress  for  the 
same. 

May  30,  1775. 

Elisha  Lettinwell  was  directed  to  proceed  with  two  teams  to  Chelsea, 
and  bring  up  from  thence  the  cannon  and  other  stores  saved  from  the 
schooner  which  has  been  burned  by  our  people,  and  to  lodge  said 
stores  in  this  town. 

May  31,  1775. 

The  committee  met,  by  adjournment,  at  Watertown,  being  the  day 
appointed  by  charter  for  the  election  of  councillors,  when  the  Con- 
gress convened,  and  had  a  suitable  discourse  delivered  [betbre]  them 
by  Mr.  President  Langdon,  at  the  meeting-house,  where  the  committee 
attended  in  the  afternoon.  Afterwards  they  met,  and  adjourned,  to 
meet  at  Cambridge,  on  Tuesday  morning,  at  eight  o'clock. 

JuNF  1,  1775. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Samuel  Whittemore,  of  Gloucester,  that 
the  forces  now  raised  in  said  town,  and  in  Manchester,  should  remain 
there  for  the  present,  for  the  security  of  the  sea  ports  :  Volal,  that 
there  be  returns  immediately  required  of  the  number  of  men  now  in 
camp,  and  if  it  shall  then  appear  that  the  safety  of  the  whole  will  per- 
mit of  it,  the  request  will  be  granted. 

June  2,  1775. 

A  gun  taken  from  Samuel  Flagg,  of  Grafton,  for  the  use  of  the  col- 
ony, was  appraised  by  a  committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  at  forty 
shillings,  lawful  money;  which  gun  was  delivered  Capt.  Luke  Drury, 
for  the  use  of  his  company,  and  a  receipt  taken  from  him  in  the  rough 
minutes. 

Col.  John  Nixon  having  satisfied  this  committee  that  his  regimeui  is 
in  good  forwardness,  he  had  a  certificate  thereof,  and  a  recoininei)<ia- 
tion  to  the  Provincial  Congress  that  said  regiment  be  commissioned 
accordingly. 

June  3,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Devens  be  a  committee,  to  join  Col.  Putnam,  from 
the  council  of  war,  as  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies for  a  conference,  and  to  desire  their  attendance  at  head  quarters. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Gridley  be  required  to  make  immediate  return  of 
the  regiment  of  artillery. 

June  5,  1775. 

A  number  of  officers  bcloncinfr  to  Col.  Julm  Nixon's  recrimcnt,  were 
71 
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recommended  to  the  Congress  to  be  commissioned ;  and  a  list  of  said 
officers  ordered  to  be  put  on  file. 

Col.  Glover  having  satisfied  this  committee  that  he  has  about  four 
hundred  and  sixty  men  in  his  regiment,  a  certificate  was  given  him  to 
that  purpose,  and  it  was  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress  that 
said  regiment  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

The  honorable  the  Provincial  Congress  having,  by  their  committee, 
inquired  of  this  committee  what  progress  has  been  made  in  raising  a 
regiment  for  the  train :  liesolvcd,  that  the  honorable  Congress  be  in- 
formed that  this  committee  have  given  out  enlisting  orders  to  raise 
nine  companies,  and  that  they  will  immediately  procure  a  return,  and 
forward  it  to  the  Congress. 

June  9,  1775. 

A  number  of  officers,  belonging  to  Col.  Whitcomb's  regiment,  were 
recommended  to  the  Congress  to  be  commissioned ;  as  by  copy  of  the 
list  on  file. 

Two  small  arms,  taken  from  General  Brattle's  house,  were  appraised 
by  Capt.  White  and  Mr.  Devens,  a  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  one  pound  six  shillings  and  eight  pence ;  which  guns  were  de- 
livered Capt.  Joseph  Stebbins,  for  the  use  of  his  company,  and  a  re- 
ceipt taken  for  the  same  in  the  rough  minute  book. 

Jlcsolved,  That  the  armorers  repair  no  fire-arms  for  any  soldier, 
without  a  certificate  from  his  commanding  officer,  and  that  they  keep 
an  exact  account  of  what  arms  they  repair,  and  the  soldiers'  names  to 
whom  they  belong  ;  also  what  regiment  they  belong  to ;  and  also  that 
the  arms  that  first  come  be  first  repaired  ;  and  that  this  vote  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  armorers  in  the  colony  service. 

Capt.  Hall,  of  Mistick,  having  informed  the  [committee]  that  a  par- 
cel of  spars  were  brought  on  this  side  [of]  Mistick  bridge,  Fo^cf/,  that 
Mr.  Hall  be  desired  to  remove  them  to  such  a  place  of  security  as  he 
shall  judge  proper,  till  the  further  order  of  this  committee. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Ebenezer  Winship  have  the  recommendation  of 
this  committee  to  the  honorable  Congress,  for  being  commissioned, 
with  his  subalterns,  in  Col.  Nixon's  regiment. 

June  10,  1775. 

Whereas,  a  return  has  been  made  by  Col.  John  Glover,  of  the  state 
of  his  regiment,  now  at  Marblehead,  and  it  appearing  to  be  for  the 
safety  of  this  colony  [that]  said  regiment  should  continue  for  the  pres- 
ent at  said  Marblehead,  therefore.  Resolved,  that  Col.  John  Glover  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  continue  said  regiment,  under  his  com- 
mand, at  Marblehead,  until  further  orders,  and  that  he  hold  them  in 


1775.] 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


563 


readiness  to  march,  at  a  minute's  warning,  to  any  post  where  he  may 
be  directed  ;  and  that  he  fill  up  said  regiment  as  soon  as  possible. 

Whereas,  sundry  pieces  of  mowing  htnd,  belonging  to  persons  who 
have  left  this  town,  have  upon  them  considerable  quantities  of  gra^s, 
which,  if  not  cut  soon,  must  diminish  much  in  quantity,  and  as  hay 
will  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress,  that  they  ap- 
point a  committee  of  Congress  to  view  said  pieces  of  land,  and  act 
thereon  as  to  them,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  seem  meet. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Learned  be  empowered  to  appoint  one  armorer 
and  an  assistant,  for  the  army  at  Roxbury,  provided  he  can  obtain 
tools  and  accommodation  for  them. 

A  list  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  commissioned,  or  who  have 
received  any  encouragement  for  conmiissions,  was  sent  to  Congress,  a 
copy  of  which  is  on  file,  [and  is  as  follows  :] 

The  following  return  was  sent  in  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

In  obedience  to  a  resolve  of  the  honorable  the  Provincial  Congress, 

that  the  committee  of  safety  certify  to  the  Congress  the  names  of 
such  gentlemen  as  are  candidates  for  the  command  of  a  regiment,  with 
the  number  of  privates,  &-c."  This  committee  now  report,  that  be- 
sides twenty  gentlemen  to  whom  they  have  given  certificates,  viz. : 
Col.  Asa  Whitcomb,  General  Ward,  Lieut.  Col.  Ward,  Col.  Glover, 
Col.  Fry,  Col.  Learned,  Col.  Read,  Col.  Nixon,  Col.  Fellows,  Gene- 
ral Thomas,  Lieut.  Col.  Bayley,  Col.  Bridge,  Col.  Cotton,  Col.  Walk- 
er, Col.  Prescott,  Col.  Scammon,  Col.  Donaldson,  Col.  Patterson,  Col. 
Gardner,  Col.  Mansfield,  Col.  Gerrish ;  General  Heath  took  out  ten 
sets  of  orders,  and  has  raised  a  full  regiment,  which  has  done  duty  in 
the  army  for  several  weeks,  as  he  has  informed  this  committee,  but  has 
made  no  return  in  writing,  nor  applied  for  a  certificate  :  Col.  David 
Brewer  has  received  ten  sets  of  orders,  but  has  made  no  returns, 
though  we  hear  he  has  enlisted  a  number  of  men  as  rangers  :  Col. 
Robinson  has  applied  to  this  committee  for  a  recommendation,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  petition  signed  by  ten  companies,  the  copy  of  which 
petition  accompanies  this  report.  The  committee  promised  Col.  Rob- 
inson that  they  would  recommend  him,  if  there  should  be  a  vacancy. 
Col.  Woodbridge  informs  this  committee,  and  it  appears,  that  360  men 
stand  ready  to  go  under  him.  The  committee  would  observe,  that 
Col.  Woodbridge  has  been  in  the  camp,  with  his  minute  men,  doing 
duty  ever  since  the  battle,  but  did  not  apply  to  this  committee  for  en- 
listing orders,  until  the  committee  had  issued  orders  sufficient  to  coin- 
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plcte  tlie  army,  and  therefore  the  committee  did  not  give  him  orders, 
but  promised  they  would  recommend  him,  if  there  should  be  a  va- 
cancy. 

Col,  Porter,  now  in  conjunction  with  Col.  Patterson,  and,  by  agree- 
ment with  Col.  Patterson,  to  have  the  chief  command  in  the  rerriment, 
ofTiciated  some  time  in  that  capacity,  waiting  for  the  men  raised  by 
Col.  Porter's  orders  to  arrive ;  but  they  not  arriving  so  soon  as  expect- 
ed, another  officer  with  several  companies  arrived,  and  offering  to 
join  Col.  Porter's  regiment.  Col.  Porter  said  he  was  willing  to  resign, 
rather  than  the  public  service  should  be  hindered.  Since  this,  we  are 
informed  by  Col.  Porter,  that  the  men  raised  by  his  order  are  upon 
their  march  to  Cambridge. 

Col.  Henshaw  expected  to  have  the  command  of  a  lieutenant  colonel 
in  General  Ward's  regiment,  but  the  dispute  between  liim  and  Col. 
Ward  having  been  already  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  acted  upon  ; 
we  would  further  represent,  that  he  has  signified  to  this  committee, 
that  a  number  of  companiefi  incline  to  go  under  him,  as  by  his  return 
which  accompanies  this  report. 

About  five  or  six  weeks  past,  Mr.  Greenleaf  applied  to  this  commit- 
tee, desiring  that  the  men  raised  in  and  about  Newbury  might  not  be 
annexed  to  Col.  Gerrish's  regiment,  or  any  other  where  it  would  be 
disagreeable  to  them.  He  afterwards  applied  to  this  committee  re- 
specting said  men,  and  desired  that  the  eight  companies  enlisted  upon 
orders  issued  by  this  committee,  through  Col.  Gardner's  hand,  who 
have  since  petitioned  in  favor  of  Col.  Little's  taking  the  command  of 
them,  might  be  put  under  him  as  colonel  of  a  regiment.  We  then  found 
we  had  given  orders  for  as  many  regiments  as  would  complete  the  es- 
tablishment made  by  this  colony,  and  therefore  did  not  give  Col.  Little 
any  orders  to  raise  a  regiment,  but  promised  that  if  any  vacancy  should 
happen  he  should  have  the  preference.  We  find  said  companies  were 
early  in  the  field,  and  have  done  duty  ever  since,  and  are  very  well 
equipped. 

Early  after  the  19th  of  April,  this  committee  sent  two  sets  of  beat- 
ing orders  to  the  Hon.  General  Preble,  desiring  him  to  give  out  such 
orders  to  such  persons  as  were  suitable  for  commissions,  in  order  to 
form  a  regiment ;  and  Col.  March  was  also  supplied  with  ten  sets  of 
orders,  for  the  purpo.«e  of  raising  a  regiment,  to  be  commanded  by 
him.  Soon  after,  it  was  represented  to  us,  by  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence of  Falmouth,  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  that  coun- 
ty, in  their  exposed  situation,  to  raise  men  for  the  army,  and  the  same 
was  agreed  to  by  Colonels  Phinney  and  March,  and  this  committee :  on 
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which  we  wrote  to  General  Preble,  informing  him  of  the  same,  but 
heard  nothing  further,  until  about  six  days  past,  we  received  a  return 
from  Col.  Phinney  of  about  five  hundred  men  enlisted  in  a  regiment 
to  rro  under  his  command,  and  Col.  March  certified  that  he  agreed  to 
come  in  as  his  second,  a  copy  of  which  letter  to  General  Preble  ac- 
companies this  report. 

Col.  Sergeant's  case  having  been  represented  to  Congress,  the  copy 
of  said  representation  accompanies  this  report. 

The  committee  beg  leave  furtlier  to  represent,  that  the  reason  why 
more  enlisting  orders  were  delivered  out  than  were  sullicient  to  enlist 
the  number  of  men  established  by  Congress,  was  an  apprehension  that 
the  province  was  in  the  utmost  danger  for  want  of  men  ,  the  commit- 
tee not  being  able  to  prevail  on  the  militia  and  minute  men  to  tarry  in 
camp,  and  there  being  but  few  men  enlisted  at  that  time,  obliged  U3  to 
issue  further  orders. 

June  12,  1775. 

The  committee  not  apprehending  that  it  was  necessary  to  detain 
Eliphalet  Hill,  of  Newbury,  any  longer,  as  a  rider  in  the  colony  ser- 
vice, he  was  dismissed  therefrom  yesterday. 

Shubael  and  Joseph  Sever,  of  Framingham,  entered  into  the  colony 
service,  as  armorers,  the  10th  instant. 

Capt.  Lawrence,  in  Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  offering  to  act  as  an 
armorer  without  any  pay  for  his  labor,  and  to  return  home  for  some 
tools  which  are  necessary  to  effect  the  repairs  of  the  muskets,  it  was 
consented  to  by  the  committee,  and  the  said  Lawrence  was  desired  to 
procure  his  tools  as  soon  as  may  be. 

June  13,  1775, 

Jonathan  Stickney,  in  Col.  Woodbridge's  regiment,  received  a  small 
arm  of  one  Guillam,  a  scholar,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  in  the 
rough  minute  book,  to  deliver  the  same  again  to  this  committee,  when 
so  required. 

Whereas,  it  is  daily  expected,  that  General  Gage  will  attack  our 
army  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the 
country,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  said  army  be,  in  every  re- 
spect, prepared  for  action  as  soon  as  possible,  therefore,  Resolved,  that 
the  general  be  desired,  to  order  each  colonel  in  the  army,  to  make  im- 
mediate return  to  him  of  the  state  and  equipment  of  the  respective 
regiments,  setting  forth  what  number  of  men  are  destitute  of  arms,  and 
what  arms  are  fit  for  immediate  service ;  and,  that  this  vote  be  laid  be- 
fore the  general  as  soon  as  may  be. 
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Mr.  Devens  was  appointed  a  committee,  to  inquire  of  the  committee 
of  supplies,  relative  to  the  quantity  of  powder  in  their  possession,  and 
where  the  same  is.^ 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  that  the  debates  and  determinations  of 
this  committee  be  kept  in  profound  secrecy  by  its  members  and  their 
attendants,  until  further  order  of  this  committee. 

Whereas,  Daniel  Adams,  of  Boston,  a  lunatic,  now  in  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge, occasions  great  disorders  in  said  camp,  therefore,  Resolved^ 
that  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Woburn  be,  and  they  hereby  are  di- 
rected and  empowered,  to  take  into  their  custody  and  care  the  above 
mentioned  Daniel  Adams,  and  make  such  provision  for  him,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  this  colony,  as  his  circumstances,  being  peculiar,  may  require, 
and  also  for  the  guards  while  there. 

Whereas,  frequent  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  committee,  of 
the  waste  and  destruction  of  the  property  of  some  persons  who  have 
left  their  habitations  in  sundry  towns  in  this  colony,  and  taken  refuge  in 
the  town  of  Boston,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
honorable  Congress  now  sitting  at  Watertown,  that  they  take  the  above 
into  their  consideration,  and  act  thereon,  as  to  them  in  their  wisdom 
shall  seem  meet. 

The  committee  earnestly  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress, 
that  the  representations  from  the  quarter  master  general,  be  taken  into 
immediate  consideration,  especially  as  the  committee,  from  their  own 
knowledge,  find  the  rooms  too  much  crowded,  and  the  healths  and  lives 
of  the  soldiers  thereby  greatly  exposed;  and  if  tents  cannot  be  imme- 
diately furnished,  that  some  barracks  be  forthwith  erected.^ 

June  14,  1775. 

Whereas,  this  committee  are  informed,  that  Doct.  How,  of  Andover, 
is  prepared  to  receive  [insane  patients,]  and  is  well  skilled  in  such  disor- 
ders as  Daniel  Adams,  of  Boston,  sent  on  the  13th  instant,  to  the  town 
of  Woburn,  is  affected  with,  therefore.  Resolved,  that  the  selectmen  of 
the  town  of  Woburn,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  released  from  keeping 
said  Daniel  Adams  in  the  town  of  Woburn,  and  they  are  required  to 
provide  a  horse  and  carriage,  with  provisions,  to  forward  the  said 
Adams  to  Andover,  the  expense  of  which  will  be  paid  by  this  colony. 

(1)  Forty-six  half  barrels  of  powder  were  in  tho  ma<ja7.ino  at  Watertown;  four  half  barrels  of 
cartridges  had  been  sent  to  Cambridge  ;  and  thirty-five  half  barrels  of  powder  were  expected  from 
Worcester  county. 


(2)  The  quarter  master  general  represented,  that  there  was  great  want  of  tents  and  barracks,  and 
that  the  least  delay  in  making  provision  for  the  shelter  of  tlie  troops,  would  be  attended  with  injuri- 
ous consequences. 
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Resolved,  That  Daniel  Adams,  a  lunatic,  now  at  Woburn,  be  car- 
ried to  the  town  of  Andover,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  Doct.  How, 
and  tlie  said  Doct.  How  is  hereby  desired  to  take  proper  care  of  the 
said  lunatic,  at  the  expense  of  this  colony. 

A  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  company  of  Capt.  Drury,  having 
petitioned  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  join,  some,  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  Gardner,  and  others,  the  regiment  commanded  by 
Col.  Nixon ;  and  the  committee  having  considered  their  several  re- 
quests. Voted,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  said  company  be 
joined  to  such  regiment  as  it  shall  appear  the  major  part  of  said  compa- 
ny are  in  favor  of,  when  called  upon  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  White,  and  Mr.  Devens,  be  a  committee  to 
proceed  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Ireland,  of  Charlestown,  and  find  out 

whether  a  certain  infamous  woman,  who  calls  herself  Jackson, 

be  there,  and  if  she  can  be  found,  order  her  to  head  quarters,  they  be- 
ing sent  furnislied  with  an  order  from  the  general,  for  a  file  of  men  for 
that  purpose. 

General  Heath  having  satisfied  this  committee,  that  his  regiment  is 
near  full,  a  certificate  was  given  him  thereof;  and  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  the  honorable  Conorress,  that  his  regiment  be  commissioned  ac- 
cordiugly. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Mulliken  having  represented  to  this  committee,  that 
on  the  19th  of  April  last,  his  house  was  plundered  and  burned  by  the 
soldiery  ;  at  which  time  he  lost  a  pair  of  silver  shoe  buckles,  which  he 
says  he  is  well  informed  are  in  the  possession  of  a  sergeant  of  the  5'2d 
regiment,  now  in  Concord  jail ;  it  is  the  desire  of  this  committee,  that 
the  committee  of  correspondence  for  said  town,  with  whom  they  think 
it  properly  belongs,  would  make  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  if  they 
find  it  to  be  as  has  been  represented,  that  they  would  use  their  endeav- 
ors, that  the  said  Mulliken  may  have  justice  done  him  by  the  delivery 
of  said  buckles. 

Two  guns  taken  from  John  Borland,  Esq's  house,  for  the  colony 
service,  were  appraised  by  Messrs.  Devens,  Watson,  and  Orjie,  at 
twenty-seven  shillings  and  thirty-three  shillings,  which  guns  were  de- 
livered William  Hudson  Ballard,  for  the  use  of  his  company,  and  a  re- 
ceipt taken  for  the  same  in  the  rough  minute  book. 

Upon  reading  a  letter  from  General  Thomas,  in  favor  of  Capt.  Israel 
Henrick,  Resolved,  that  this  committee,  do  not  think  the  matter  con- 
tained in  said  letter  comes  within  the  commission  of  this  committee, 
and  therefore,  refer  it  to  the  honorable  Concrress. 
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June  15,  1775, 

The  following  resolve  respecting  the  allowance  for  provisions  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  Massachusetts  army,  passed  at  the  Congress,  June  10, 
1775. 

Resolved,  That  each  soldier  in  the  Massachusetts  army  shall  have 
the  following  allowance  per  day,  viz.  : 

Article  1.    One  pound  of  bread. 

Art.  2.  Half  a  pound  of  beef,  and  half  a  pound  of  pork,  and  if  pork 
cannot  be  had,  one  pound  and  a  quarter  of  beef ;  and  one  day  in  seven 
they  shall  liave  one  pound  and  a  quarter  of  salt  fish  instead  of  one  day's 
allowance  of  meat. 

Art.  3.    One  pint  of  milk,  or  if  milk  cannot  be  had,  one  gill  of  rice. 

Art.  4.    One  quart  of  good  spruce  or  malt  beer. 

Art.  5.    One  gill  of  peas  or  beans,  or  other  sauce  equivalent. 

Art.  6.    Six  ounces  of  good  butter  per  week. 

Art.  7.    One  pound  of  good  common  soap  for  six  men  per  week. 

Art.  8.    Half  a  pint  of  vinegar  per  week  per  man,  if  it  can  be  had. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Benjamin  White,  and  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  be 
a  committee  to  join  with  a  committee  from  the  council  of  war,  to 
proceed  to  Roxbury  camp,  there  to  consult  with  the  general  officers  on 
matters  of  importance,  and  to  communicate  to  them  a  resolve  this  day 
passed  in  this  committee,  respecting  Bunker  hill  in  Charlestown,  and 
Dorchester  neck. 

Whereas,  this  committee  lately  applied  to  the  honorable  the  Con- 
gress of  this  colony,  for  an  augmentation  of  the  army  now  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Boston,  and  as  some  circumstances  have  since  taken  place,  which 
strenorthen  the  arguments  then  used  in  favor  of  the  said  autrmentation, 
particularly,  that  many  of  the  then  expected  reenforcements  for  Gener- 
al Gage's  army  have  arrived ;  that  General  Gage  has  issued  a  very  ex- 
traordinary proclamation,  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  are  in  the  most  explicit  manner  declared  rebels^ ;  and  various  ac- 
counts have  been  brought  to  this  committee  of  the  movements  of  Mr, 
Gage's  army,  and  that  he  intends  soon  to  make  another  attempt  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  country ;  from  the  consideration  of  all  which  premises 
together  with  that  of  our  army  : 

Resolved,  That  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  colony  requires,  that 
there  be  an  immediate  augmentation  of  said  army ;  that  such  soldiers 


(1)  The  proclamation  of  General  Gage  is  printed  ia  the  journals  of  Congress,  page  330. 
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ill  the  army  as  are  destitute  of  arms  be  immediately  supplied  therewith; 
that  such  regiments  of  miliiia  as  are  in  any  degree  destitute  of  officers 
be  immediately  filled  up  in  such  manner  as  tlie  honorable  Conrri'css 
may  direct ;  and,  that  all  the  militia  in  the  colony  be  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  coniplctely 
equipped,  having  thirty  rounds  of  cartridges  per  man ;  all  which  is 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  honora- 
ble Congress  now  sitting  at  Watertown  ;  to  which  the  connnittee 
would  beg  leave  to  add,  a  general  recommendation  to  the  f>eople  to  go 
to  meeting  armed,  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  order  to  prevent  being  thrown 
into  confusion. 

Whereas,  it  appears  of  importance  to  the  safety  of  this  colony,  that 
possession  of  the  hill  called  Bunker's  hill  in  Charlestown,  be  securely 
kept  and  defended,  and  also,  some  one  hill  or  hills  on  Dorchester  neck 
be  likewise  secured,  therefore,  llesoIv(d,  unanimously,  that  it  be  re- 
commended to  the  council  of  war,  that  the  above  mentioned  Bunker's 
hill  be  maintained  by  sufficient  forces  being  posted  there,  and  as  the 
particular  situation  of  Dorchester  neck  is  unknown  to  this  com- 
mittee, they  desire  that  the  council  of  war  take  and  pursue  such  steps 
respecting  the  same,  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  for  the  security  of 
this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Benjamin  White,  and  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  be 
a  committee  to  join  with  a  committee  from  the  council  of  war,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Roxbury  camp,  there  to  consult  with  the  general  officers  on 
matters  of  importance,  and  to  communicate  to  them  a  resolve  this  day 
passed  in  this  committee  respecting  Bunker's  hill  in  Charlestown,  and 
Dorchester  neck. 

Jlne  16,  1775. 

.  The  committee  took  into  consideration  the  resolves  of  Congres.', 
relative  to  barracks;  whereupon.  Voted,  that  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Cush- 
ing  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  a  committee  to  make  inquiry  whether  any 
houses  or  tents  are  to  be  obtained  for  the  troops  that  want  cover. 

The  commissary  general  was  directed  to  furnish  Messrs.  Joseph  and 
Thomas  Austin,  armorers  in  the  colony  service,  with  provisions  as 
wanted. 

Col.  Gridley's  captains  and  subalterns  for  the  train,  were  this  day 
recommended  to  Congress  to  be  commissioned. 

Mr,  Burbeck  was  recommended  as  lieutenant  colonel  in  Col.  Grid- 
ley's  train  of  artillery,  Mr.  Scarborough  Gridley  as  first  major,  and 
Mr.  David  Mason  as  second  major,  in  said  regiment  of  artillerv. 
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June  17,  1775. 

Colonels  David  Brewer  and  Jonathan  Brewer,  having  made  returns 
of  the  field  officers,  and  officers  of  nine  companies  of  their  respective 
tegiments,  it  was  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  they 
micrht  be  commissioned  accordino;ly. 

[The  following  order  was  issued  to  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  of 
Boston.] 

[To  the  Selectmen  of  the  T'oicn  of  ] 

[Gkntlemen  : — You  are  ordered  instantly  to  send  all  the  town 
stock  of  powder  you  have  to  the  town  of  "Watertown,  saving  enough 
to  furnish  one  pound  to  each  soldier.] 

The  following  was  voted  to  be  sent  Mr.  John  Badger,  viz. : 

Sir  : — As  the  safety  of  the  colony  army  demands  that  any  person 
or  persons  suspected  of  having  the  small  pox,  be  immediately  placed 
in  such  place  as  may  prevent  its  spreading  in  said  army,  and  your 
house  is  thought  proper  for  that  purpose,  you  are  directed  immediately 
to  quit  said  house,  that  the  person  now  suspected  may  be  placed 
therein. 

The  following  vote  was  laid  before  the  committee  of  supplies,  viz. : 
As,  in  consequence  of  our  late  movements,  a  constant  fire  is  kept 
up  on  the  colony  troops,  we  think  it  necessary  that  there  should  be 
quick  intelligence  brought  to  head  quarters  froui  the  scene  of  action : 
we  therefore  desire  that  this  committee  may  be  immediately  furnished 
with  four  of  the  best  riding  horses' for  the  service  aforesaid. ^ 

June  18,  1775. 

A  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  militia  in 
the  neighboring  towns,  for  the  march  of  their  respective  regiments,  as 
per  copy  on  file,  [which  is  as  follows :] 

(1)  The  committee  of  supplies  inform  the  committee  of  safety,  tliat  they  are  unable  to  furnish 
horsed  to  send  the  summons  for  the  militia  by  express.  They  add,  "  we  are  sensibly  concerned 
for  the  eipcndilure  of  powder,  and  as  any  great  consumption  by  cannon  may  be  ruinous,  on  our 
iidc,  we  think  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  exclusive  of  thirty-six  half  barrels  of  powder  received 
from  the  governor  and  couacil  of  Connecticut,  there  are  only  in  the  naagazine  twenty-seven  half 
barrels,  and  that  no  more  can  be  drafted  from  the  towns  without  exposing  them  more  than  they  will 
consent  to." 

The  following  circular  was  addressed  to  the  towns : 

Chamber  of  Suppliis,  AVatertown,  Joe  18,  1775. 
Gentlemen  : — The  welfare  of  our  country  ngnin  induces  us  to  nrge  your  exertions  in  sending  to 
the  magazine  in  tliia  place,  w  hat  can  be  procured  of  thu  following  uriicles ;  salt  pork,  beans,  peas, 
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Camrridge,  June  18,  1775. 

[To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  of  the  Toivn  of   .] 

[Sir: — As  the  troops  under  General  Gage  are  moving  from  Boston 
into  the  country,  you  are,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  immediately  to  mus- 
ter the  men  under  your  command,  see  them  properly  equipped,  and 
march  them  forthwith  to  Cambridge. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

BENJA.  WHITE,  Chairman.] 

A  letter  countermanding  the  above  orders,  was  forwarded  to  the 
several  colonels  in  the  neighboring  towns,  as  per  copy  on  file,  [which 
is  as  follows  :] 

[It  is  thought  best  by  this  committee,  that  those  companies  of  the 
militia  which  have  not  been  called  into  the  camp,  at  Cambridge,  by 
written  orders,  should  remain  at  their  respective  towns,  and  that  those 
companies  of  them  which  have  been  so  called,  and  are  on  their  march, 
should  return,  and  hold  themselves  in  complete  readiness  to  give  us 
their  assistance  when  called  upon.] 

June  19,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cook,  of  Menotomy, 
be  improved  as  a  hospital  for  the  colony  army ;  and  that  Mr.  William 
Eustis  be,  and  hereby  is  appointed,  to  the  care  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed in  said  hospital,  till  the  further  order  of  this  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Isaac  Foster  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to 
take  up  and  improve  as  hospitals,  so  many  houses  in  Menotomy,  as  he 
may  find  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  col- 
ony army,  and  that  he  employ  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  such  provisions  and  other  necessaries  as  may  be  want- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  aforesaid  sick  and  wounded ;  and  further,  liiat 

vinrg^ar,  and  Itlankets,  th«  prices  whereof,  as  well  as  the  carting,  shall  I.e  allowed  according  to  the 
custom  of  vour  place,  which  we  desire  you  to  certify.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
army  should  be  supplied  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  the  Congress,  more  especially  with  these  arti- 
cles ;  the  four  first  of  which  are  necessary  for  the  subsistence  as  well  as  the  health  of  the  men,  and 
the  others  for  their  comfort.  The  occasion  of  the  deficiency  in  blankets  is  mostly  owing  to  a  num- 
ber of  men  enlisted  from  Boston  and  other  towns,  which  have  been  vacated,  and  they  all  must  be 
procured  immediatoly,  or  our  worthy  countrymen  will  suffer. 

As  the  country  affords  every  thing  in  plenty  necessary  to  subsist  the  army,  and  we  cannot,  at 
present,  obtain  many  things  but  by  your  assistance,  we  cssure  ourselves  that  you  will  act  your 
parts  as  worthily  as  you  have  done,  and  hope  that  the  event  of  all  our  exertions  will  be  the  salva- 
tion of  our  country. 

DAVIU  CHEEVER,  per  ordrr  of  C>»nmiHce  of  Suppl.r.i. 
To  the  Stfrrtmeu  and  C):n,i(,ttfe  of  Conr.^pouih-nrf  of  the  Town  of 
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lie  take  such  precautions,  respecting  the  small  pox  hospital,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  tlie  prevention  of  the  spreading  of  that  epidemical  dis- 
order in  the  camp  or  elsewhere. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  sent  to  this  com- 
mittee, respecting  the  nomination  of  four  conductors,  two  clerks,  and 
one  overseer,  for  a  company  of  artificers  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  ; 
tlie  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  persons  to  the 
ofnces  affixed  to  their  names,  viz.  :  Mr.  John  Ruddock,  Mr.  John 
Austin,  Mr.  John  Kneeland,  Mr.  Thomas  Uran,  Conductors ;  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Barber,  Jr.,  Mr.  Isaac  Pierce,  Clerks;  Joseph  Airs,  Overseer 
of  the  Artificers. 

It  being  very  desirable  to  obtain  the  most  certain  accounts  of  the 
names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  persons  who  have  been  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  so  called,  on  the  19th  of  April 
past,  and  at  any  time  since;  and  also  of  all  such  as  may  be  killed  or 
wounded  at  any  future  time,  during  the  present  unnatural  contest  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  in  order  to  transmit 
to  future  generations  the  names  of  such  as  have  gloriously  suffered  in 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  their  country,  to  effect  which.  Resolved,  that 
it  be  recomniended  to  the  honorable  Congress  to  order,  that  the  select- 
men of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  transmit,  from 
lime  to  time,  to  this  or  some  future  Congress  or  house  of  representa- 
tives, the  names  and  addition  of  all  such  persons,  who  have  been 
or  may  be  killed  or  wounded  as  above,  within  their  respective  towns 
and  districts ;  and  that  they  severally  cause  the  same  to  be  fairly  en- 
tered upon  tlieir  town  and  district  books. 

June  20,  1775. 
The  followincr  was  sent  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  viz. : 
This  committee  being  informed  that  Capt.  John  Wiley,  who  was  re- 
commended as  a  proper  person  for  the  command  of  a  company,  in  the 
train,  has  not  skill  for  such  a  trust,  and  that  the  company  will  leave 
the  army,  unless  some  other  person  is  appointed  to  said  command, 
your  honors  will  please  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  act 
thereon,  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  judge  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  no  more  of  the  militia  of  this  colony  march,  than 
are  called  for  by  express  orders  from  this  committee,  on  any  alarm  that 
may  take  place. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abner  Graves,  who  came  down  as  a  minute  man 
on  the  29th  of  April,  to  defend  his  country,  be  discharged,  and  he  is 
accordingly  discharged. 
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Voted  J  That  a  certificate  be  given  Samuel  Poo),  of  Boston,  to  pass 
the  gunrd  to  the  town  of  Littleton. 

The  following  receipt  was  taken  from  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  viz. : 

Received  of  the  honorable  the  committee  of  safety,  tliirty-seven 
blankets,  which  they  received  into  their  hands,  and  give  their  receipt 
for  them  to  Mr.  William  Vance.    Received  by  me, 

BENJAMLN  LLXCOLN. 

Jlne  21,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Adams,  driver  of  the  stage  from  Newbury, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  transport  back  to  Newbury,  Eliza- 
beth Royal  and  her  child,  who,  as  she  says,  is  wife  to  "NVilliani  Royal, 
first  sergeant  in  tiie  63d  regiment  of  foot,  now  in  Boi>ton,  arid  deliver 
her  to  the  care  of  the  selectmen  of  said  Newbury,  who  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  provide  for  her  and  her  child,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony. 

Voted,  That  the  quarter  master  general  be  directed  to  order  nine 
horses  in  the  colony  service,  to  be  stabled  at  ]\lr.  Hastings'  barn  this 
night. 

Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  on  the  colony  service  to  Marblehead,  had  an 
order  on  the  taverners  and  innholders,  for  the  necessary  supply  of  pro- 
visions for  man  and  horse. 

Col.  Woodbridge,  having  satisfied  this  committee  that  eight  compa- 
nies, belonging  to  this  regiment,  were  in  good  forwardness,  it  was  re- 
commended to  the  honorable  Congress,  that  they  be  commissioned  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Munroe,  an  armorer  in  the  provincial 
service,  take  into  his  keeping  a  [quantity]  of  old  iron,  saved  out  of 
the  cutter  burned  at  Winnesiniit  ferry,  he  to  be  accountable  to  the 
committee  for  the  same. 

Stephen  Frost,  ensign  in  Capt.  Locke's  company  of  Col.  Gardner's 
reginient,  was  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress  for  a  commis- 
sion. 

Two  half  barrels  of  powder  were  received  from  Bilierica,  for  which 
Col.  Palmer  gave  a  receipt.  Said  powder  was  delivered  to  Major  Bar- 
ber of  the  train. 

Whereas,  a  great  number  of  horses  have  been,  from  time  to  time, 
put  into  the  stables  and  yard  at  Mr.  Hastings',  at  head  quarters,  not 
belonging  to  the  colony,  to  the  committee  of  safety,  or  the  general 
officers,  their  aids  de  camp,  or  post  riders,  to  the  great  expense  of  the 
public,  and  inconvenience  of  the  committee,  generals,  &.C.,  therefore, 
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Resolved,  that  no  horses  be  hereafter  admitted  into  said  stables  or 
yard,  or  be  taken  from  thence,  but  only  by  order  of  said  committee  or 
rreneral  ofilcers. 

As  it  is  thought  of  great  importance,  that  intelligence  of  the  state 
and  situation  of  the  army,  or  any  part  thereof,  should,  at  all  times,  be 
known  to  the  general  officers,  and  that  such  orders  as  may  be  sent  by 
the  generals,  be  communicated,  with  ail  speed,  therefore,  Resolved, 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that  they  make 
such  establishment  for  aid  de  camps,  to  the  generals,  as  to  them,  in 
their  wisdom,  shall  seem  meet. 

June  22,  1775. 

Samuel  Patch,  in  Col.  William  Prcscott's  regiment,  was  recommend- 
ed to  tiie  honorable  Congress,  to  be  commissioned  as  a  captain  ;  and 
Zachary  Walker  and  Joshua  Brown,  as  lieutenants  in  said  regiment. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  town  of 
Medford,  that  they  immediately  supply  Major  Hale  with  as  many 
spades  and  shovels  as  they  can  spare,  as  it  is  of  importance  for  the 
safety  of  this  colony,  that  the  works  begun  on  Winter  hill  be  finished, 
and  that  they  will  be  retarded  unless  soon  supplied  with  tools  of  that 
kind. 

A  number  of  Col.  Donaldson's  ofiicers  were  recommended  to  the 
honorable  Congress  to  be  commissioned,  as  by  copy  on  file. 

June  23,  1775. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  orders  were 
issued  to  the  colonels  of  the  several  regiments,  that  they  forthwith 
make  return  of  the  otllcers  in  their  respective  regiments  who  are  not 
commissioned,  [that  they]  may  immediately  receive  their  commissions, 
and  that  the  vacancies,  if  any  such  there  are,  may  be  filled  up, 

A  letter  from  General  Thomas,  recommending  a  supervisor  for  the 
armorers  at  Roxbury,  is  referred  over  to  Congress. 

The  following  was  voted  to  be  sent  the  Provincial  Congress,  viz. : 

This  committee  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  honorable  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  that  they  apprehend  it  [to  be]  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  the  colony,  that  two  persons  of  ability  and  prudence  be 
appointed  to  superintend  the  regular  supply  of  our  two  camps;  one 
of  them  to  be  placed  in  the  camp  near  this  place,  and  the  other  at 
Roxbury,  whose  duty  it  shall  severally  be,  constantly  to  attend  said 
camps,  and  examine  into  the  supplies  of  each  regiment,  to  see  that 
such  supplies  are  properly  delivered  out  in  time,  quantity  and  quality, 
and  seasonably  to  advise  the  commissary  general  when,  and  what  articles 
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of  supplies,  are  wanted  at  the  respective  camps  :  All  which  is  humhly 
submitted. 

Col.  Palmer  and  Col.  Orne  appointed  a  committee,  to  join  a  com- 
mittee from  the  council  of  w^ar,  to  view  the  encampment  on  Prospect 
hill,  and  the  works  carrying  on  there. 

This  day  was  lodged  with  this  committee,  by  Capt.  Cyprian  Howe, 
thirty  arms,  sent  by  Capt.  Josiah  Stone,  of  Framingham,  for  which  a 
receipt  was  given  by  the  secretary  of  this  committee. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  of  Lancaster,  be  supplied  with  pro- 
visions, till  the  further  orders  of  this  committee,  he  being  well  skilled 
in  the  train. 

The  followinor  fire-arms  were  received  from  the  town  of  Attlebor- 

o 

ough,  viz.  : 


1 

gun  from  Henry  Richardson,  - 

No.  1, 

-  appraised 

at  £1  10 

1 

(( 

Jacob  Perry,     -    -  - 

(( 

1  13 

1 

(( 

George  Stanley,    -  - 

-  3, 

n 

2  00 

1 

(( 

Amos  Stanley,  -    -  - 

-  4, 

tt 

"     1  10 

1 

(( 

Samuel  Freeman,  Jr., 

"  5, 

it 

"     2  00 

1 

i( 

Benjamin  Allen,    -  - 

-  G, 

<( 

"     1  IG 

1 

ti 

Ditto,  

-  7, 

(( 

"     1  4 

1 

<( 

David  Richardson, 

-  8, 

<< 

"22 

1 

(( 

Ebenezer  Lane,    -  - 

-  9, 

t( 

"17 

1 

<( 

Elisha  Gay,  -    -    -  - 

10, 

t( 

"     2  14 

1 

n 

Daniel  Dagget,     -  - 

-  11, 

(i 

"22 

.£20  4 

The  following  fue-arms  were  received  from 

the  town  of  Rehoboth, 

viz.  : 


gun  from  James  Dagoret,  -    -  • 

.  No. 

11,  - 

appra 

ised  at  £2 

8 

tt 

Benjamin  Ridge,    -  - 

(( 

12,  - 

it 

"  2 

14 

t( 

Elisha  Carpenter,   -  ■ 

ti 

13,  - 

it 

"  1 

4 

tt 

Nathan  Round,      -  - 

it 

14,  - 

it 

"  2 

8 

tt 

Richard  Whittaker,  • 

it 

15,  - 

it 

"  1 

19 

tt 

James  Dagget,  -    -  • 

it 

16,  - 

it 

it  2 

o 

tt 

Benjamin  Ridge,  - 

ti 

17,  ■ 

tt 

"  1 

13 

tt 

John  Wheeler,  -    -  • 

it 

18,  - 

tt 

"  1 

13 

tt 

William  Cole,    -  - 

if 

19,  ■ 

ft 

"  1 

13 

tt 

Stephen  Bullock,  - 

it 

20, 

tt 

it  o 

8 

.£20 
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June  24,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  commanding  officer  who  has  the  charge  of  the 
hay  on  John  Vassal,  Esq.'s  estate,  be  directed  to  supply  INIr.  Seth 
Brown,  who  has  the  care  of  the  colony  horses,  with  as  much  hay  as 
they  may  need  for  their  consumption. 

A  gun  taken  after  the  late  action  was  appraised  by  this  committee  at 
thirty  shilling.-,  and  delivered  Col.  Brewer  for  the  use  of  his  regiment; 
for  which  he  gave  his  receipt  to  be  accountable  to  this  committee  in 
the  rough  minute  book. 

A  gun,  appraised  at  two  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  was  delivered 
Elisha  Frizel,  of  Capt.  Robert  Oliver's  company,  in  Colonel  Doolit- 
lle's  regiment,  he  having  had  his  gun  split  in  the  late  engagement.  A 
receipt  was  taken  for  the  same  in  the  rough  minute  book. 

A  number  of  Col.  Prescott's  officers  were  recommended  to  the  hon- 
orable Congress,  to  be  commissioned  as  by  the  captain's  return  on  file. 

Capt.  Ezra  Bcidiam,  of  a  company  in  the  train,  and  four  lieutenants, 
were  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  to  be  commissioned,  as 
by  the  captain's  return  on  file. 

Capt.  Samuel  McCobb,  of  Col.  INixon's  regiment,  had  tv/enty  fire- 
arms delivered  him,  appraised  by  the  towns  which  sent  them  at  thirty- 
seven  pounds  twelve  shillings,  for  which  he  gave  his  receipt  in  the 
rough  minute  book,  to  be  accountable  to  this  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brown,  the  keeper  of  the  colony  horses,  do  not 
admit  any  horses  into  the  stables  of  John  Vassal,  Esq.,  but  such  as 
are  the  property  of  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  overseer,  and  such  a  part  of  the  company  of  ar- 
tificers under  his  direction  as  may  be  necessary,  be  posted  in  Newton, 
in  buildings  of  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their 
business,  and  what  loss  said  Pigeon  shall  sustain,  in  consequence  of 
said  artificers  being  posted  there,  this  committee  will  use  their  influ- 
ence that  the  damage  so  sustained  be  reimbursed  by  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  caimon  in  this  and  the  town  of  Watertown,  not 
mounted,  and  all  other  military  stores  not  wanted  for  present  use,  be 
removed  forthwith  to  the  town  of  Newton,  where  the  artificers  are  to 
carry  on  their  works. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Pigeon,  the  commissary  general,  have  the  care  and 
direction  of  removing  the  spare  military  stores  to  Watertown. 

A  gun,  said  to  have  belonged  to  James  Boyntou,  was  delivered  to 
Eliphalet  Cole,  in  Capt.  Parley's  company,  in  Col.  Fry's  regiment. 

A  gun  was  delivered  to  Aaron  Cromby,  in  Capt.  Gridley'o  company, 
of  the  train. 
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Eighty-four  fire-arms,  collected  from  several  towns,  were  received  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Cowden,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  for  which  a  receipt 
was  given  him  by  Mr.  Watson,  of  this  committee. 

June  25,  1775. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Pigeon,  the  commissary  general,  has  represented  to 
this  committee,  that  the  public  service  will  be  promoted  by  a  faithful 
person  being  appointed  as  a  supervisor  of  the  camp,  for  reasons  ofTer- 
ed ;  upon  consideration  of  which,  and  for  other  reasons,  this  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that  they  appre- 
hend it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  this  colony,  that 
two  persons,  of  known  ability  and  prudence,  be  appointed,  to  superin- 
tend the  regular  supply  of  our  two  camps  ;  one  of  them  to  be  placed 
in  the  camp  near  this  place,  and  the  other  at  or  near  Roxbury;  whose 
duty  it  shall  severally  be,  constantly  to  attend  said  camps,  and  examine 
into  the  supplies  of  each  regiment,  to  sec  that  such  supplies  are  prop- 
erly delivered  out,  in  time,  quantity  and  quality,  and  seasonably  to  ad- 
vise the  commissary  general  when,  and  what  articles  of  supplies  are 
wanted  at  the  respective  camps,  and  also  to  take  care  that  the  empty 
casks  are  saved  and  returned  to  the  commissary  general's  ofiice  for 
farther  service,  and  in  general  to  do  all  the  service  to  the  public  which 
such  appointment  requires. 

June  26,  1775. 

Twenty  small  arms  were  delivered  Capt.  Lemuel  Trescott,  of  Col. 
Jonathan  Brewer's  regiment,  for  the  use  of  his  company,  for  which  he 
gave  a  receipt  in  the  minute  book,  to  be  accountable  when  called  upon 
therefor. 

Six  small  arms  were  delivered  Capt.  William  Hudson  Ballard,  for 
the  use  of  his  company  in  Col.  Fry's  regiment,  for  which  he  gave  a  re- 
ceipt, to  be  accountable  when  called  upon  therefor. 

Col.  Moses  Little,  having  made  a  return  to  this  committee  of  a  lit-u- 
tenant  colonel,  major,  tea  captains,  and  twenty  lieutenants,  it  was 
reconunended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that  they  be  coumiissioiied 
accordingly. 

Three  small  arms  were  delivered  Capt.  John  Nutting,  for  the  use  of 
his  company  in  Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  amounting,  by  appraisement, 
to  seven  pounds  ten  shillings,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  in  the  min- 
ute book,  to  be  accountable  when  called  upon  therefor. 

Six  small  arms  were  delivered  Lieutenant  Whitney,  for  the  use  of 
Capt.  Farwell's  company  in  Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  amounting,  as 
73 
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by  appraisement,  to  thirteen  pounds  twelve  shillings,  for  which  a  re- 
ceipt was  given  by  the  lieutenant  in  the  minute  book. 

Six  small  arms  were  delivered  Capt.  Joshua  Parker,  of  Col.  Pres- 
cott's  regiment,  for  the  use  of  his  company,  amounting,  as  by  appraise- 
ment, to  thirteen  pounds  eight  shillings,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  to 
be  accountable  to  the  committee  when  called  upon  therefor. 

Ten  small  arms  were  delivered  Capt.  Asa  Lawrence,  for  the  use  of 
his  company  in  Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  appraised  at  nineteen  pounds 
three  shillings,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  to  be  accountable  to  this 
colony,  which  receipt  is  on  file. 

Three  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  Capt.  Wyman's  company  in  Col. 
Prescott's  regiment,  appraised  at  five  pounds,  were  delivered  to  his 
lieutenant,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  in  the  minute  book,  to  be  ac- 
countable when  called  upon  therefor. 

Three  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  Capt.  Oliver  Parker's  company  in 
Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  were  delivered  said  Parker,  amounting,  as  by 
appraisement,  to  four  pounds  nine  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  which 
a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

AVhereas,  this  committee  find  the  public  hospital  in  this  town  has 
been  much  neglected,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  patients  in  said  hospi- 
tal, occasioned  by  the  want  of  some  suitable  person  being  placed  there 
as  surgeon,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  Doct.  John  Warren,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  appointed,  to  the  oversight  of  said  hospital,  and  that  he  take 
proper  care  such  provision  be  made  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  com- 
fortable support  of  the  patients  in  said  hospital  until  further  orders. 

Fifty-eight  small  arms,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  one  hundred 
and  nine  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  were  delivered  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb, 
for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  and  a  receipt  taken  for  the  same  in  the 
minute  book. 

June  27,  1775. 

Passed  upon  John  Chandler  Williams'  account,  who  was  employed 
as  a  rider  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  amounting  to  <£4  45  GJ,  as  by 
the  copy  thereof  on  file. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  honorable  the  Provincial  Congress,  that 
William  Dana  be  commissioned  as  captain  lieutenant ;  Mr.  Treadwell 
as  first  lieutenant ;  Jonas  Simmons  and  William  Stevens  as  second  lieu- 
tenants; in  Capt.  Edward  Crafts  company  of  the  train,  in  Col.  Grid- 
ley's  regiment. 

A  gun  was  taken  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  which  was  owned  by 
Aaron  Bar,  of  Mansfield,  who  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the 
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battle  of  Bunker  hill,  which  gun  has  been  valued  by  this  committee,  at 
thirty-six  shillings  lawful  money. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  small  arms  were  received  of  Mr. 
Abiah  Sadler,  and  ten  of  Capt.  Stone,  collected  by  them  for  the  ser- 
vice of  this  colony,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  re- 
ceipts were  given  by  Mr.  Watson. 

June  28,  1775. 

Two  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish,  for  the  use  of 
his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraised  value,  to  three  pounds  three 
shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

The  followinor  is  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to 
supplying  the  army  with  small  arms,  viz.  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  June  2G,  1775. 

Whereas,  this  Congress  has  ordered  a  number  of  fire-arms  to  be  fur- 
nished from  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  army,  to  supply  those  who  are  destitute  of  arms;  but  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  delivering  them  out,  and  taking  proper  receipts  for 
the  same,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  all  the  small  arms  that  are  or  may 
be  procured  by  the  above  order,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  safe- 
ty, at  Cambridge,  they  to  give  their  receipts  for  the  same  to  the  per- 
son from  whom  they  receive  them ;  that  the  same  be  delivered  out  to  such 
officers  as  shall  produce  orders  therefor  from  the  Hon.  General  Ward, 
they  giving  receipts  for  the  same  to  the  said  committee  of  safety,  to  be 
returned  in  good  order,  unless'lost  in  the  service  of  the  colony  ;  and 
every  soldier  who  shall  receive  any  such  fire-arms,  shall  give  his  re- 
ceipt for  the  same  to  the  officer  from  whom  he  shall  receive  it,  to  be  re- 
turned as  aforesaid ;  and  the  ofticer  shall  return  said  receipts  to  the  com- 
mittee of  safety;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be  returned  at  the  close 
of  the  campaign,  or  sooner,  the  value  of  the  said  fire-arms  shall  be  de- 
ducted out  of  the  wages  of  the  person  receiving  the  same;  and  that 
the  committee  of  safety  shall  appraise  all  such  arms  as  have  not 
already  been  appraised,  and  take  an  account  of  the  whole. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOSEPH  WARREN,  President. 

The  following  was  received  from  General  Ward,  in  cojisc<|uonce  of 
the  above  vote  of  Con<Tress,  viz.  : 
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Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  June  28,  1775. 

The  general  orders,  that  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment make  application  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  so  many  fire-arms 
as  their  respective  regiments  stand  in  need  of ;  each  commanding  offi- 
cer to  give  his  receipt  for  the  fire-arms  he  may  receive,  and  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  are  hereby  ordered  to  deliver  out  arms  to  such  com- 
manding officers  as  make  application  to  them  for  the  same. 

Per  order,  SAMUEL  OSGOOD,  31ajor  of  Brigade. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  order  of  the  council  of  war,  the  follow- 
ing protest  was  entered,  and  a  copy  of  the  same,  together  with  the 
other  proceedings,  was,  by  a  vote  of  this  committee,  laid  before  the 
honorable  Congress,  viz. : 

Whereas,  the  Provincial  Congress  did,  on  the  2Gth  instant,  pass  a 
resolve,  that  all  the  small  arms  that  are  or  may  be  procured  by  the 
above  order  (mentioned  in  said  resolve,)  be  delivered  to  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  at  Cambridge,  they  to  give  their  receipt  for  the  same,  to 
the  person  from  whom  they  receive  them ;  that  the  same  he  delivered 
out  to  sueh  officers,  as  shall  produce  orders  therefor  from  the  Hon. 
General  Ward  :"  and  whereas,  the  Hon.  General  Ward,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  part  of  the  above  quotation  which  is  scored,  has  this 
day  issued  general  orders,  in  which  are  these  words,  "  and  the  eommii- 
tce  of  safety  arc  hereby  ordered  to  deliver  out  arms  to  sueh  commanding 
officers  as  maJcc  application  to  them  for  the  same  ;"  and  whereas,  this 
committee  apprehend,  that  said  resolve  does  not  empower  the  general 
to  order  them  to  deliver  said  arms,  but  only  to  order  his  officers  to  re- 
ceive from  the  committee  such  arms  as  they  are  ordered  by  the  honor- 
able Congress  to  deliver  on  the  generaVs  orders  to  his  officers :  and 
whereas,  the  committee  apprehend,  that  it  is  of  vast  importance  that  no 
orders  are  issued  by  the  military,  or  obeyed  by  the  civil  power,  but 
only  such  as  are  directed  by  the  honorable  representative  body  of  the 
people,  from  whom  all  military  and  civil  power  originates;  and, though 
this  committee  arc  satisfied,  that  General  W^ard  has  misunderstood  said 
resolve,  and  does  not  mean  or  intend  to  set  up  the  inilitary  power 
above  the  civile  yet,  lest  this  order  of  the  general,  should  be  adduced 
as  a  precedent  in  future,  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  protest 
against  the  general's  said  order ;  notwithstanding  which  protest,  we 
also  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  deliver  said  arms  agreeably  to 
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the  spirit  of  said  resolve,  and  as  the  exigency  of  the  public  requires  ; 
and  submit  our  conduct  to  the  honorable  Congress. 

Forty-three  small  arms,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  seventy- 
nine  pounds  two  shillings  and  four  pence,  were  delivered  to  Col.  Gard- 
ner, for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  and  a  receipt  taken  for  the  same  in 
the  minute  book,  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bond. 

Thirty  small  arms  were  delivered  JMajor  Brooks,  for  the  use  of  Col. 
Bridge's  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  fifiy-five  pounds 
nineteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  for  which  lie  gave  a  receipt  to  be  ac- 
countable to  this  colony,  which  receipt  is  on  the  files  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Nine  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  William  Prescott,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  seventeen  pounds 
nine  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  in  the  minute  book. 

Twenty-five  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Fry,  for  the  use  of  his 
regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  forty-nine  pounds  elglit 
shillings  and  two  pence,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  to  be  accountable 
to  the  colony,  which  receipt  is  on  the  minute  book. 

Twenty-five  small  arms  were  delivered  Col,  John  Glover,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  forty-six  pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt  in  tlie 
minute  book  to  be  accountable  to  this  colony. 

Received  of  Major  Barber,  store-keeper  for  the  trains,  by  order  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  thirty-two  small  arms,  amounting,  as  by  ap- 
praisement, to  £  . 

Mr.  Devens  and  Col.  Orne,  appointed  to  draw  up  a  vote  relative  to 
Capt.  Trevet  and  company,  reported  the  following,  which  was  accept- 
ed, viz  : 

Whereas,  from  a  mistake  made  by  one  of  the  general  officers,  Capt. 
Samuel  Russel  Trevet  has  been  put  under  arrest,  which  mistake  is  set 
forth  in  a  certificate  by  order  of  the  general,  and  upon  examination  it 
appears  that  said  Trevet  has  approved  himself  a  good  ofiicer,  but  said 
mistake  has  unhappily  operated  to  the  dispersion  of  his  company ; 
therefore,  Resolved,  that  Capt.  Trevet  be  directed  to  collect  his  said 
company,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then  apply  to  this  committee,  in  or- 
der to  be  commissioned.^ 

(1)  A  committee  was  formed  from  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the  council  of  var, 
tnd  of  the  coniniittee  of  safety,  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  misconduct  of  some  of  the  otricer*  of 
the  American  army  ill  tlic  battle  of  tlie  17th  of  June.  The  investigation  appears  to  have  lx>cn 
founded  on  the  statement  of  General  Putnam,  that  aa  he  was  riding  up  the  hill,  during  the  engage- 
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This  committee  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  clanger  of  the  small 
pox  spreading  in  the  American  army,  which,  should  it  take  place,  we 
fear  may  be  attended  with  very  fatal  consequences  to  this  colony  and 
continent :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
tlie  honorable  Congress,  to  take  such  speedy  and  effectual  measures, 
to  prevent  a  conmiunication  of  that  very  dangerous  and  distressing 
distemper,  from  the  small  pox  hospital,  to  the  army,  or  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  colony,  as  to  them  in  their  wisdom  may  seem  meet. 

Whereas,  sundry  persons,  who,  in  the  exigency  of  our  public  aflairs, 
have  been  employed  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  are,  from  time  to 
time,  exhibiting  their  accounts  to  this  committee,  in  order  for  payment, 
therefore.  Resolved,  that  sai<l  accounts  be  transmitted  to  the  honora- 
ble Congress,  that  this  matter  be  taken  into  their  consideration,  and 
that  such  orders  pass  thereon  as  their  wisdom  may  dictate. 

June  30,  1775. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  small  arms  were  received  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Page,  collected  by  him  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  amounting,  as 

by  appraised  value,  to  £  ,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  him  by 

Mr.  Watson 

Mr.  Samuel  West  was  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  to 
be  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Abner  Cranson's  com- 
pany, in  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb's  regiment. 

Forty  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  John  Paterson,  for  the  use  of 
his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  seventy-eight  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  in  the 
minute  book. 

Fifty-one  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  James  Scammon,  for  the 
use  of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  ninety-seven 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  guns  a  receipt 
was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Three  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  were  received  of  Col. 
Simeon  Spalding,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  five  pounds  four 
shillings. 

ment,  he  met  an  officer  of  artillery  drawing  a  cannon  down,  who  alleged  as  the  cause  of  hi?  move- 
ment, that  he  had  expended  his  ammunition.  General  Putnam  dismounted,  and  finding  some  cart- 
ridges unexpended,  ordered  the  officer  to  return  to  his  post.  Anotlicr  captain  left  the  field,  under 
similar  circumstances.  It  was  in  evidence,  tliat  the  halls  were  too  large  fur  the  service  of  the 
guns,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  hrcak  the  cartridges  before  they  could  be  used.  The  officers  ap- 
pear to  have  left  the  hill  for  tlie  purpose  of  preserving  the  guns  from  capture.  Tlie  examination 
subsided,  without  further  proceedings.  Capt.  Trcvct  was  in  no  way  implicated  in  any  suspicion  of 
misconduct,  and  his  arrest  resulted  from  an  unfortunate  mistake. 
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Whereas,  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress  has  this  day  passed  a 
resolve,  appointing  this  committee  to  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  a 
further  emission  of  notes  or  bills  of  credit,  as  mentioned  in  said  re- 
solve; but  this  committee,  finding  themselves  unable  to  proceed  in  the 
business  without  a  more'  perfect  knowledge  of  the  emissions  lately 
made,  both  in  quantity  and  circumstances  of  payment;  and  also  for 
want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  demands  made,  or  to  be  made, 
upon  the  colony,  do  Resolve,  that  Col.  Palmer  attend  the  honorable 
Congress  to-morrow,  in  order  to  obtain  all  necessary  light  in  the 
premises. 

Whereas,  a  considerable  number  of  whale  boats  have  been  procured 
for  the  service  of  this  colony,  and  many  of  them  are  said  to  be  now  in 
the  towns  of  Braintree  and  Weymouth,  and,  unless  proper  care  be  ta- 
ken of  said  boats,  they  will  probably  sustain  great  damarre  :  therefore, 
IZesolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that 
such  order  be  taken  respecting  said  boats,  as  their  wisdom  may  direct. 

This  committee  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  honorable  Congress, 
whether  the  magazine  wherein  gunpowder  is  deposited,  ought  not  to 
be  guarded  by  electrical  points  ;  as  any  considerable  loss  in  that  article 
would  deeply  affect  the  public,  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Twenty-seven  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  were  received 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  Ely,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  by  the  secretary 
of  this  committee,  which  guns  were  collected  by  order  of  Congress, 
and  amount,  by  appraisement,  to  £  . 

Forty-four  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  were  received  of 
Mr.  John  Bliss,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  him  by  the  secretary 
of  this  committee,  which  guns  were  collected  by  order  of  Congress, 
and  amount,  by  appraisement,  to  £  . 

Vutcd,  That  the  commissary  general  be  directed  to  supply  head 
quarters  with  provisions  as  usual,  till  the  further  order  of  this  commit- 
tee. 

July  1,  1775. 

Forty-nine  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  were  received 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lemuel  Kollock,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  by 
Mr.  Devens ;  which  guns  were  collected  by  order  of  Congress,  and 
amount,  by  appraisem^ent,  to  £  . 

Fifteen  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Ruggles  Woodbridge,  for  the 
use  of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement^  to  twenty-nine 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  guns  a  receipt  was 
taken  in  the  minute  book. 
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Votedf  That  two  thirds  of  the  liay  under  the  care  of  Mr.  David  San- 
ger, be  brought  to  liead  quarters,  and  one  third  carried  to  the  commit- 
tee of  supplies,  at  Watertown. 

Six  small  arms  were  received  of  Mr.  Abner  Ellis,  for  the  use  of  this 

colony,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  £  ,  for  which  a  receipt 

was  given  by  the  secretary  of  this  committee. 

Forty-four  small  arms  were  received  of  Benjamin  Ely,  by  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Solomon  Edwards,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  for  which  a  re- 
ceipt was  given  by  the  secretary,  which  arms  were  collected  by  order 
of  Congress,  and  amount,  as  by  appraisement,  to  £  . 

Eight  small  arms  were  received  of  Col.  John  Dickinson,  by  the 
hands  of  Benjamin  Scott,  Jun.,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  amounting, 

by  appraisement,  to  £  ,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  by  the 

secretary. 

Capt.  Jacob  Miller  was  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  as 
a  captain  in  Col.  Doolittle's  regiment,  in  the  room  of  Capt.  Leland, 
who  has  resigned. 

Seventy-one  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  David  Brewer,  for  the 
use  of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  one  hundred 
thirty-eight  pounds  six  shillings,  which  guns  he  engaged  should  be  re- 
turned in  good  order,  unless  lost  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  as  by 
his  receipt  in  the  minute  book. 

Thirteen  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  for  the 
use  of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  twenty-six 
pounds  seven  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute 
book. 

Jl'ly  2,  1775. 

One  hundred  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Glover,  for  the  use  of 
his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  one  hundred  ninety- 
two  pounds  eleven  shillings,  which  guns  he  engaged  should  be  return- 
ed in  good  order,  unless  lost  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  as  by  his  re- 
ceipt in  the  minute  book. 

One  hundred  and  seven  small  arms  were  received  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Hemmenway,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Elder,  for  the  use  of  this  col- 
ony, for  which  a  receipt  was  given  by  Mr.  Abraham  Watson. 

July  3,  1775. 

Twenty-six  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  James  Fry,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  fifty-five  pounds 
four  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  in  the  minute  book. 


1775.] 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 


585 


Ten  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Ephraim  Doolittle,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  twenty-two  pounds 
eighteen  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

One  gun,  for  the  use  of  Col.  Gardner's  regiment,  was  delivered  to 
Lieut.  Col.  Bond,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  two  pounds  fourteen 
shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Ten  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Moses  Little,  for  the  use  of  his 
regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  twenty-two  pounds  one 
shilling  and  four  pence,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  in  the  minute 
book. 

Two  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Moses  Little,  for  the  use  of  his 
regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  four  pounds  four  shillings, 
for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Thirteen  guns  were  received  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Ely,  by  the  hands  of 
Mr.  John  Eaton,  collected  by  order  of  Congress,  for  which  a  receipt 
was  given  him. 

Fifteen  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  AVilliam  Prescott,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  twenty-nine  pounds 
sixteen  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  in  "the  minute  book. 

A  number  of  officers  in  Col.  Woodbrido;e's  reo;iment,  were  rccom- 
mended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  to  be  commissioned,  as  by  return 
on  file. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Edmund  Quincy,  of  Stoughtonham,  has  represented 
»  to  this  committee,  that  sundry  household  goods  and  other  effects,  now 
or  late  the  property  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  and  other  persons 
publicly  known  to  be  also  enemies  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Ameri- 
ca, are  hid  in  several  places  in-and  near  Milton,  which  property  will 
probably  be  lost  or  wasted,  unless  proper  care  is  taken  of  the  same,  for 
such  persons  as  may  hereafter  justly  claim  the  same,  therefore.  Re- 
solved, that  said  Quincy,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered,  to  receive 
and  convey  to  this  committee,  at  Cambridge,  all  such  goods  and  effects 
as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  such  person  or  persons  as  the  honorai)lc 
Congress  or  some  future  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives  of  this 
colony  may  order ;  he  also  producing  to  this  committee,  the  Congress 
or  House  of  Representatives,  an  account  of  all  the  articles  he  may  so 
receive,  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  he  may  receive  the  same, 
and  an  account  of  the  charges  that  may  arise  from  such  salvage  and 
removal ;  and  he  also  is  hereby  empowered,  to  press,  if  necessary,  such 
teams  as  may  be  needed  for  removing  such  effects. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  this  be  immediately  transmitted  by  the  hands 
74 
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of  said  Quiiicy,  to  the  honorable  Congress  now  sitting  at  Watertown, 
for  their  approbation  or  disapprobation. 

Henries  Vomhavi,  an  Indian,  having  represented  to  this  committee, 
t)iat  he  had  taken  two  horses  at  Noddle's  island,  one  a  little  horse, 
which  he  is  desirous  of  retaining  as  some  recompense  for  his  fatigue 
and  risk  in  that  action,  in  wliich,  it  is  said  he  behaved  with  great 
bravery;  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  said  Indian  should 
be  gratified  in  his  request,  which  will  be  an  encouragement  to  others 
in  the  service,  provided,  the  honorable  Congress  should  approve 
thereof 

Passed  upon  Mr.  William  AVhite's  account,  a  person  employed  by 
this  committee  as  a  rider  in  the  colony  service,  which  account  amount- 
ed to  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  four  pence,  and  a  certificate  was 
given  him  accordingly. 

Thirty-nine  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  for 
the  use  of  his  regiment,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  sixty-eight 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  a  receipt  was 
taken  in  the  minute  book. 

July  4,  1775. 

Mr.  George  Armstrong,  who  brought  in  a  company  of  minute  men, 
and  has  been  in  the  army  since  the  first  alarm,  having  desired  leave  of 
absence  from  the  camp,  for  some  time,  it  was  accordingly  granted 
him ;  and  an  order  was  given  the  said  Armstrong,  on  the  taverners 
and  innlioldcrs  on  the  road  to  Murrayslield,  to  supply  him  with  neces- 
sary provisions  on  his  return  home. 

Mr.  Eleazer  Wier,  was  directed  to  deliver  Benjamin  Willing,  one 
dozen  and  a  half  of  files,  for  the  use  of  the  armorers  now  working  at 
Mr.  Gideon  Frost's  shop. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  David  Sanger  be  directed  to  fill  the  widow  Vas- 
sal's barn  with  hay. 

Nine  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Joseph  Read,  for  the  use  of 
his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  seventeen  pounds 
fourteen  shillings,  for  which  guns  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute 
book. 

Four  guns  were  delivered  Col.  Moses  Little,  for  the  use  of  his  regi- 
ment, amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  nine  pounds  two  shillings, 
for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

July  5,  1775. 

Thirty-seven  fire-arms  were  received  from  Major  Ebenezer  White, 
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which  guns  were  collected  by  order  of  Congress,  and  amount,  as  by 
appraisement,  to  cigbty-ftve  pounds  seven  sliil lings. 

Thirty-seven  small  arms,  valued  at  eighty-five  pounds  seven  shillings, 
were  delivered  General  Thomas,  for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  as  by  liis 
receipt  on  file. 

Six  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  William  Prcscott,  for  the  use  of 
his  regiment,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  eleven  pounds  six  shil- 
lings, for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Four  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  William  Prcscott,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  eight  pounds  four- 
teen shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Ten  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Moses  Little,  for  the  use  of  his 
regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  eighteen  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  four  pence,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute 
book. 

Passed  upon  John  Bullfinch's,  and  twelve  other  persons'  accounts, 
who  worked  with  Jeremiah  Russell,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  forty- 
four  pounds  eight  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  a  certificate  was 
given  them,  for  the  committee  of  accounts. 

Voted,  That  Joseph  Bates  have  liberty  to  cut  thirty  hundred  of  hay, 
on  John  Vassal,  Esq's  estate  in  Cambridge,  he  to  be  accountable 
therefor,  and  that  Samuel  Sanger,  who  has  the  care  of  the  hay,  be  di- 
rected accordingly. 

Eight  guns,  collected  in  Princeton,  were  received  of  Mr.  Ephraim 
Woolson,  by  the  hands  of  Sylvanus  Oakes,  amounting,  by  appraisement, 
to  fourteen  pounds  seven  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  him 
by  the  secretary. 

July  6,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Joseph  and  Parsons  Smith,  be  allow^ed  to  cut,  each, 
one  ton  of  English  hay,  and  one  ton  of  black  grass,  on  the  estate  of 
John  Vassal,  Esq.,  in  Cambridge,  they  to  be  accountable  therefur: 
and  that  Mr.  David  Sanger  be  directed  accordingly. 

A  hand  vice,  screw  plate,  and  pins,  were  purchased  of  Mr.  Richard 
Estes,  for  the  use  of  the  armorers,  amounting,  as  by  receipt  in  the 
minute  book,  to  eight  shillings. 

Mr.  Seth  Brown  was  directed  and  empowered  to  clear  the  widow- 
Vassal's  barns,  for  the  reception  of  hay  and  horses  for  the  colony  ser- 
vice ;  and  also  to  prevent  horses  feeding  in  the  pastures  owned  by  said 
widow. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hicks  was  paid  four  shillings,  by  Mr.  Devens,  for 
bringing  up  a  boat  from  Charlestown,  as  by  receipt  on  file. 


5SS  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY.  [July  6, 

VufcfJ,  That  Mr.  Fisk,  who  has  the  care  of  Jonathan  Sewall's  farm, 
liave  liberty  to  cut  on  said  farm  one  ton  of  English  hay  and  two  tons 
of  salt  hay,  and  that  Mr.  David  Sanger  be  directed  accordingly. 

.  [Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Provincial  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  following  resolve  :] 

Whereas,  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  require  that  there  should  be, 
as  soon  as  possible,  an  emission  of  bills  of  credit :  therefore,  Resolved, 
that  there  be  immediately  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  colony,  and  de- 
posited in  the  treasury,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  lawful  money,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions, viz.  :  of  one  shilling,  of  two  shillings,  of  two  shillings  and  six 
pence,  of  four  shillings,  of  five  shillings,  of  seven  shillings  and  six 
pence,  of  eight  shillings,  of  eleven  shillings,  of  thirteen  shillings,  of 
seventeen  shillings,  of  nineteen  shillings,  of  thirty  shillings,  of  forty 
shillings,  of  sixty  shillings,  of  eighty  shillings,  and  of  one  hundred 
shillings;  to  be  five  thousand  of  each  denomination,  and  no  more,  and 
to  be  of  the  form  following,  viz. : 


Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay. 


ULY   ,  1775.  No.  109. 


The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid,  by  the  treasurer  of  this  col- 
ony, two  shillings  and  six  pence,  lawful  money,  by  the  18th  day  of 
July,  1777,  and  [it]  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  at  the  treasury  at 
all  times. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

A. 

B.  E.  \  Committee. 
C. 


I.  E. 
\  F.j 


which  said  bills  shall  be  paid  and  received  in  the  public  treasury,  and 
in  all  payments  in  this  colony,  without  any  abatement  or  discount, 
upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  under  penalty  of  treble  damages  to 
both  the  payer  and  receiver,  which  penalty  shall  be  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  the  public  debts  of  this  colony. 

And  said  bills  shall  also  be  printed  on  the  back,  with  the  colony 
seal,  the  value  of  the  bill,  and  its  date,  and  round  the  seal,  these  words: 
Issued  in  defence  of  American  Liberty/.  Also,  Resolved,  that  A.  B.  and 
C.  be  a  committee  to  sign  or  authenticate  all  said  bills,  from  one  shil- 
ling to  eleven  shillings,  inclusively  ;  and  that  D.  E.  and  F.  be  another 
committee  to  sign  or  authenticate  all  other  the  said  bills,  which  are  of 
from  thirteen  shillings  to  one  hundred  shillings,  inclusively. 
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[The  following  letter  was  sent  to  General  Washington  :] 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  : — The  bearer,  Capt.  Brown,  is 
the  officer  who  took  the  horses  that  came  off  from  Bunker's  hill;  you'll 
please  to  direct  said  horses  being  delivered  to  his  care. 

3^0  His  EzccUcncy  General  Wasldiigton. 

This  committee  have,  with  great  concern,  considered  the  advanta- 
ges our  enemies  will  derive  from  General  Gage's  misrepresentations  of 
the  battle  of  Charlestown,  unless  counteracted  by  the  truth  of  that 
day's  transactions  being  fairly  and  honestly  represented  to  our  friends, 
and  others,  in  Great  Britain :  therefore.  Resolved,  that  it  be  humbly 
recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Watertown, 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  draw  up  and  transmit  to  Great  Britain,  as 
soon  as  possible,  a  fair,  honest  and  impartial  account  of  the  late  battle 
of  Cliarlestown,  on  the  ITth  ultimo,  so  that  our  friends,  and  others,  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  may  not  be,  in  any  degree,  imposed  upon  by 
General  Gage's  misrepresentations  of  that  day's  transactions;  and  that 
they  also  be  a  standing  committee  for  that  purpose. 

AYith  hearts  deeply  affected  by  the  sufferings  of  our  friends  in  the 
town  and  harbor  of  Boston,  now  under  the  cruel  hand  of  tyrannic 
power ;  and  reflecting  upon  the  advice  of  the  late  Continental  Con- 
gress, respecting  our  enemies  seizing  any  of  our  friends,  it  is  Resolved, 
by  this  committee,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Provin- 
cial Congress,  now  sitting  at  Watertown,  to  recommend  to  the 
grand  American  Congress,  that  every  crown  officer,  within  the  united 
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colonies,  be  immediately  seized,  and  held  in  safe  custody  until  our 
friends  uho  have  been  seized  by  General  Gage  are  set  at  liberty,  and 
fully  recompensed  for  tlieir  loss  and  imprisonment. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Steel  and  his  two  sons  be  appointed  armorers 
for  this  colony's  forces. 

Eiffht  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Ebenczer  Bridn;e,  for  the  use 
of  his  regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  seventeen  pounds 
six  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Whereas,  the  honorable  Congress  have  made  an  establishment  for  a 
company  of  artificers,  wliich  consists  of  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  and 
Avheehvrights  ;  and  a  captain  is  appointed  for  the  carpenters,  but  no 
provision  is  made  for  captains  or  mnster  workmen  for  the  blacksmiths 
and  wheelwrights,  therefore,  llc^olvcd,  that  the  premises  be  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  Congress,  now  sitting  at 
Watertown. 

July  7,  177o. 

Two  guns  were  received  from  Capt.  Josiah  Stone,  of  Framingham, 
for  the  use  of  this  colony,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  three 
pounds  sixteen  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  by  Mr.  Devens. 

Forty  small  arms  were  delivered  Col.  Scammon,  for  the  use  of  his 
tegiment,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  seventy-four  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  four  pence,  for  which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute 
book. 

One  small  arm  was  delivered  Col.  Gridley,  for  the  use  of  his  regi- 
ment, amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  two  pounds  four  shillings,  for 
which  a  receipt  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Passed  upon  Matthew  Clark's  account,  amounting  to  nine  pounds 
three  shillings  and  six  pence ;  and  a  certificate  was  delivered  him  for 
the  committee  on  accounts. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Seth  Brown,  who  has  had  the  care  of  horses  for  the 
cannon,  has  resigned  that  employment,  and  as  Thomas  Organ,  who 
was  in  the  service  of  the  late  General  Warren,  is  willing  to  un- 
dertake that  service,  looking  upon  him  to  be  a  person  well  qualified 
for  that  trust,  we  desire  he  may  be  appointed  accordingly. 

The  above  was  directed  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies. 

Passed  upon  Mr.  Isaac  Bissel,  a  post  rider's  account,  amounting, 
as  by  copy  on  file,  to  two  pounds  one  shilling;  and  a  certificate  was 
given  him  for  the  committee  on  accounts. 

[Whereas,  a  number  of  soldiers  in  the  American  army,  are  from 
time  to  time,  observed  to  be  much,  disguised  with  spirituous  liquors, 
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and  should  not  some  cfTectual  measures  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
disorder,  not  only  the  morals  and  health,  but  also  the  lives  and  liber- 
ties of  this  people  will  be  endangered  ;  therefore,  Hcsohcd,  that  it  be, 
and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
that  an  order  be  issued  to  suppress  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors  within 
and  near  the  camps,  in  such  manner  as  to  him  may  seem  meet.] 

Upon  application  made  to  this  committee  by  Capt.  Rogers,  and  due 
examination  into  the  matter,  the  following  was  voted  to  be  sent  the 
selectmen,  &c.,  of  the  town  of  Reading,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
adjacent  towns. 

Gentlemen  : — Whereas,  Capt.  Jacob  Rogers,  late  an  inhabitant  of 
Charlestown,  but  who,  through  the  necessity  of  the  times,  has  been 
obliged  to  quit  Charlestown,  has  since  taken  up  his  residence  in  the 
town  of  Reading;  but  some  licentious  persons  of  the  town  of  Stone- 
ham,  as  is  represented  to  us,  have  threatened  to  raise  a  mob,  and  drive 
him  out  of  said  Reading,  to  the  great  terror  of  his  family,  and  this, 
without  any  cause  that  we  can  find,  evidence  having  appeared  of  his 
good  behavior  while  in  Charlestown  ;  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
disorderly  conduct,  it  is  Resolved,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colo- 
ny be  desired,  as  they  regard  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  country,  to 
behave  peaceably  and  quietly  towards  the  said  Capt.  Rogers ;  and  if 
his  conduct  should  hereafter  be  unworthy  a  friend  to  American  liberty, 
he  is  then  to  be  orderly  complained  of,  to  such  authority  as  may  then 
exist  within  this  colony,  but  by  no  means  to  be  proceeded  against  in 
any  disorderly  manner. 

Twenty-eight  guns,  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  collected  by  order  of 
Congress,  were  received  of  Mr.  John  Ingraham,  July  7th. 

Passed  upon  Mr.  John  Barber's  account,  amounting  to  seven  pounds 
tliirtccn  shillings  and  eight  pence ;  and  a  certificate  was  given  him  for 
the  committee  on  accounts. 

July  8,  1775. 

Two  small  arms  were  received  of  Col.  Simeon  Spaulding,  for  the 
use  of  this  colony,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  two  pounds  twelve 
sliillings. 

Two  small  arms,  appraised  at  four  pounds  four  shillings,  were  de- 
livered Capt.  Job  Cushing,  of  Col.  Ward's  regiment,  as  by  receipt  on 
file. 

Fifteen  small  arms  [were  delivered,]  fur  the  use  of  Col.  Sergeant's 
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regiment,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  twenty-seven  pounds  three 
sliillings,  for  which  a  receipt  has  been  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

The  honorable  the  Provincial  Congress  having  acquainted  this  com- 
mittee, that  Mr.  James  Winthrop,  post  master  in  Cambridge,  had  de- 
clined serving  any  longer  in  that  oflice,  and  desired  that  another  might 
be  recommended  to  tliem  for  that  place  : 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Jonathan  Hastings,  Jun.,  be  recommended  to  the 
honorable  Congress,  as  a  suitable  person  for  the  trust  aforesaid. 

Two  small  arms  were  received  of  Mr.  Seth  Stone,  of  Cambridge, 
for  the  use  of  this  colony,  amounting,  as  by  appraisement,  to  three 
pounds  eighteen  shillings,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  him  by  the 
secretary. 

Passed  upon  John  Gill,  Jun.,  a  post  rider's  account,  amounting  to 
six  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for  which  a  certificate 
was  given. 

[Whereas,  many  complaints  liavc  been  made  to  this  committee,  that 
the  armorers  frequently  deliver  the  arms  out  of  their  shops  unfit  for 
service,  and  delay  the  work  unnecessarily  ;  in  order  to  prevent  occa- 
sion for  such  complaints  in  future,  and  to  hasten  the  public  service  in 
an  orderly  manner,  which  has  not  yet  been  provided  for,  it  is  Resolved, 
lhat  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress, 
to  make  an  establishment  for,  at  least,  four  master  armorers,  each  one 
of  whom  shall  work  and  superintend  one  shop,  each  of  which  shops, 
as  we  apprehend,  may  well  accommodate  eight  men,  including  the 
master.] 

[Kcsolved,  That  the  instructions  to  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
regiments,  be  sent  to  the  council  of  war,  and  if  approved,  be  forwarded  : 
they  are  as  follow  :] 

[Instructions  for  the  officers  of  the  several  regiments  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  forces,  who  are  immcdiatelrj  to  go  iijjon  the  recruiting 
service.'^ 

[You  are  not  to  enlist  any  deserter  from  the  ministerial  army,  nor 
any  stroller,  negro,  or  vagabond,  or  person  suspected  of  being  an  ene- 
my to  the  liberty  of  America,  nor  any  under  eighteen  years  of  age.] 

[As  the  cause  is  the  best  that  can  engage  men  of  courage  and  prin- 
ciple to  take  up  arms,  so  it  is  expected  that  none  but  such  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  recruiting  officer ;  the  pay,  provision,  &,c,,  being  so  am- 
ple, it  is  not  doubted  but  the  officers  sent  upon  this  service,  will,  with- 
out delay,  complete  their  respective  corps,  and  inarch  the  men  forth- 
with to  camp.] 
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[You  are  not  to  enlist  any  person  who  is  not  an  American-born, 
unless  such  person  has  a  wife  and  family,  and  is  a  settled  resident  in 
this  country.] 

[The  persons  you  enlist,  must  be  provided  with  good  and  complete 
arms.] 

One  small  arm  was  received  of  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  of  Sudbury,  for 
the  use  of  this  colony,  amounting,  by  appraisement,  to  thirty  shillings, 
for  which  a  receipt  was  given  him  by  the  clerk. 

Whereas,  considerable  uneasiness  has  arisen  in  some  part  of  the 
army,  from  some  of  the  soldiers  enlisting  a  second  time  into  other 
companies  than  those  which  tliey  first  enlisted  into,  and  if  not  prevent- 
ed will  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience,  therefore,  liesolved,  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress,  to  pass  such 
an  order  as  may  cause  those  soldiers  who  have  conducted  as  above,  to 
return  to  their  res})ective  companies  into  which  they  were  first  enlist- 
ed, or  otherwise  order,  as  to  them  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

Wliereas,  it  is  necessary  [that]  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Vassal,  order- 
ed by  Congress  for  the  residence  of  his  excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, should  be  immediately  put  in  such  condition  as  may  make  it  con- 
venient for  that  purpose,  therefore.  Resolved,  that  Mr.  Timothy  Aus- 
tin be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  and  authorized,  to  put  said  house  in 
proper  order  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and  that  he  procure 
such  assistance  and  furniture  as  may  be  necessary  to  put  said  house  in 
proper  condition  for  the  reception  of  his  excellency  and  his  attend- 
ants. 

(Note.) — The  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  towns  required  to  furnish  clothing  by  the  coinujitlec 
of  supplies. 

"  VVateetow.n,  Jlly  10,  177:)." 

*'  (iENTLEME?r : — In  obcdicnce  to  the  oider  of  Congress,  wc  have  propoiiioned  thirteen  ihousarid 
coats  on  all  tlio  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  excepting  Boaton  and  Charkstown  j  and  ]ia»  e  in- 
closed you  the  proportion,  with  their  resolves,  and  a  sample  as  a  direction  to  you  holh  as  to  tiie  col- 
or and  quality  of  the  cloth  wliich  shall  he  manufactured  by  you,  and  of  the  quality  of  the  imported 
cloth:!  of  which  the  coats  sliall  be  made  ;  we  arc  to  assure  you,  that  the  coals  you  supply  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  men  of  your  town  so  far  as  circumstances  will  admit 

"  We  are,  geutlemen,  respectfully,  your  most  humble  servants, 

DAVID  CHEEVER,  Clwinnan. 

P.  S.  A  large  number  of  shirts,  stockings,  and  summer  breeches  are  wanted  inunediately  for  the 
use  of  the  atmy,  you  are  therefore,  earnestly  requested,  as  you  value  the  lives  and  health  of  your 
rountrymen,  to  furnish  this  committee  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  large  number  of  the  said  articles, 
not  less  than  two  shirts,  two  pair  of  stockings,  and  two  pair  of  summer  breeches  to  each  coat,  ap- 
portioned as  the  sliare  of  your  town,  and  send  them,  as  soon  as  procured,  to  Mr.  William  Hunt,  at 
Watertown.  We  ^liail  be  ready  tu  order  pnyniLnt  for  tlie  same  as  soon  as  received,  according  to  the 
prices  which  you  shall  certify,  relying  on  your  judgment  to  prevent  impositions  ui>ou  the  soldiers. 
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July  11,  1775. 

The  commission  from  the  honorable  Congress  to  this  committee, 
was  this  day  received  from  said  Congress. 

His  excellency  General  Washington  having  signified  to  this  commit- 
tee, that  they  send  ^Monsieur  Viart  to  the  town  of  Worcester  ;  Resolv- 
ed, that  a  post  immediately  proceed  with  said  Viart,  to  Worcester,  and 
that  Mr.  Devens  provide  a  horse  for  that  purpose. 

Two  small  arms  \vcre  delivered  Col.  Mansfield,  for  the  use  of  his 
regiment,  amounting  to  five  pounds  eight  shillings  four  pence,  for 
which  a  receij)t  was  taken  in  the  minute  book. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  in  the  town  of 
Worcester,  be  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  into  their  custody, 
Monsieur  Viart,  a  Frenchman;  that  they  suffer  him,  on  his  parole,  to 
have  the  liberty  to  walk  for  his  health  to  a  convenient  distance  about 
the  town,  but  to  guard  against  his  escape,  till  they  shall  receive  fur- 
ther orders  on  this  subject,  either  from  the  general  or  this  connnittce. 

The  following  order  was  issued. 

Cambridge,  July  11,  1775. 

To  the  2'averners  and  Innholdcrs  on  the  road  between  Cambridge  and 

Worcester. 

You  are  hereby  required  to  supply  with  necessary  provisions,  Mr. 

 ,  and  a  Frenchman  w^ith  him,  (he  being  on  public  service,)  and 

charge  the  same  to  this  colony. 

The  honorable  the  Congress  of  this  colony,  having  passed  a  resolve 
that  this  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  and  transmit  to  Great 
Britain,  a  fair  and  impartial  account  of  the  late  battle  of  Charlestown, 
as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  this  committee  being  exceedingly  crowded 
with  business,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  Rev.  Doct.  Cooper,  Pvev. 
Mr.  Gordon  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Thatcher,  be  desired  to  draw  up 
a  true  statement  of  said  action,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  lay  it  before 
this  committee. 

The  committee  of  safety  of  Marbleliead,  were  advised  by  this  com- 
mittee, that  five  ships  sailed  this  day  from  Boston,  their  destination 
unknown. 

The  taverners  and  innholders  on  the  road  to  Marblehead,  were  re- 
quired to  supply  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  an  express  in  the  colony  ser- 
vice, with  necessary  provisions,  and  to  transmit  an  account  of  the 
charge  thereof,  to  this  committee. 
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Whereas,  a  number  of  horses  have  been  taken  from  the  enemy  by 
our  soldiers,  and  a  difficulty  arises  vvliose  property  the  horses  in  justice 
ought  to  be  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recom- 
mended, to  the  honorable  Congress,  to  take  such  order  respecting  the 
same,  as  to  them,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  seem  meet. 

[Whereas,  his  excellency  General  Washington,  by  his  secretary  Mr. 
Reed,  has  sent  to  this  committee  fifteen  persons,  taken  at  Long 
Island,  this  committee  apprehending,  that  by  their  commission,  tliey 
have  no  power  to  dispose  of  said  persons :  therefore,  Resolved,  that 
the  above  fifteen  persons  be  immediately  sent  to  the  honorable  the 
Congress,  at  Watertown,  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Devens  and  Col.  Orne, 
be  a  committee  to  go  to  the  Congress  with  this  resolve.] 

July  12,  1775. 

[Whereas,  frequent  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  committee, 
that  many  of  the  arms  returned  from  the  armorers  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently repaired,  which  error  may  have  arisen  from  ignorant  or  careless 
persons  being  employed  as  armorers,  or  for  waul  of  a  master  work- 
man or  superintendent  in  each  shop,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  Benja- 
min Guillam,  an  armorer  in  the  shop  belonging  to  Gideon  Frost,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  work  as  a  master  armorer  in  said  shop, 
and  to  superintend  the  other  armorers  in  that  shop,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  receive  into  said  shop  such  arms  as  may,  at  any  time,  be  sent 
there,  by  any  of  the  colonels  in  that  part  of  the  American  army  be- 
longing to  this  colony,  in  order  to  be  repaired  ;  to  see  that  such  arms 
are  properly  repaired  ;  to  deliver  the  same,  when  so  repaired,  to  the 
persons  from  whom  they  were,  received ;  to  see  that  no  persons  em- 
ployed in  said  shop,  as  armorers,  are  either  ignorant  of  said  business, 
or  careless,  or  idle  ;  and  if  any  such  should  be  employed  in  the  shop, 
said  Guillam  shall,  without  delay,  inform  this  committee  thereof;  and 
that  he  suffer  no  more  than  eight  armorers,  including  himself,  to  be 
employed  at  any  one  time,  in  said  shop.] 

July  13,  1775. 

[Mr.  Benjamin  Guillam,  an  armorer,  had  an  order  on  the  committee 
of  supplies  for  two  hundred  pounds  of  iron,  and  what  files  and  old 
brass  he  has  occasion  for,  for  himself  and  others  that  work  in  his 
shop.] 

[Mr.  Monroe  recommended  Seth  Johnston,  of  Old  Rutland,  and 
Enoch  Putnam,  of  Granby,  as  proper  persons  for  armorers.] 

[Thomas  Organ  was  this  day  commissioned  to  take  the  care  of  the 
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colony  horses,  and  from  time  to  time  to  attend  to  such  orders  as  he 
shall  receive  from  tliis  committee,] 

[His  excellency  General  Washington  having  this  day  ordered,  to  the 
direction  of  this  committee,  ten  prisoners  taken  some  time  past,  at  Ma- 
chias,  on  board  an  armed  cutter,  the  committee,  apprehending  from 
their  commission  of  the  Sth  instant,  that  they  are  altogether  restricted 
from  acting  as  a  committee  but  only  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  except 
in  conformity  to  certain  special  resolves  of  Congress,  or  for  making 
provision  for  the  poor  of  Boston  and  Charlestovvn,  and  guarding 
against  the  small  pox;  as  mentioned  in  said  commission,  have  i?c- 
solvcd,  that  the  said  prisoners  be  sent  to  Congress  for  their  orders,  and 
that  Duct.  Church  be  directed  to  attend  Congress  with  this  resolve.] 

[Whereas,  Lieut.  Ely  Stiles  has  represented  to  this  committee,  that 
lie  has  been  at  considerable  expense  in  conducting  the  prisoners  from 
Machias  to  head  quarters,  and  desires  to  be  repaid,  but  this  matter 
not  being  within  the  powers  with  which  this  committee  is  vested,  they 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  consideration  of  this  case  to  the  honor- 
able Congress.] 

[Whereas,  some  evil  minded  persons,  taking  advantage  of  the  con- 
fusion occasioned  by  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Charlestown,  have 
plundered  and  carried  oil',  into  several  parts  of  this  and  the  neighbor- 
ing colonies,  sundry  goods  and  household  furniture  belonging  to  some 
of  the  unhappy  sufferers  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  :  therefore,  Re- 
solccdj  tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Congress,  that  the 
several  selectmen  and  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several 
towns  and  di:-tricts  w'ithin  this  colony,  be  directed  and  ordered,  and 
also  the  town  oflicers  in  the  neighboring  colonies  be,  and  they  hereby 
arc  severally  and  earnestly  requested,  to  inspect  their  several  towns 
and  districts,  and  if  they  observe  any  such  goods  or  household  furni- 
ture, such  ollicers  are  directed  or  desired  to  send  all  such  eflects  to 
the  ollice  of  Mr.  Jo>eph  Pierce  Palmer,  quarter  master  general,  in 
Cambridge,  for  the  benefit  of  the  true  and  rightful  proprietors,  or  that 
the  Congress  may  take  such  other  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  may 
seem  meet.] 

July  14,  1775. 

[Whereas,  Mr.  Seth  Brown,  who  lately  had  the  care  of  the  artillery 
horses,  at  Cambridge,  resigned  that  em.ployment :  upon  which  this 
committee  recommended  to  the  committee  of  supplies  to  appoint  Mr. 
Thomas  Organ  to  the  care  of  said  horses,  instead  of  said  Brown,  but 
said  committee  of  supplies  having  signified  to  this  committee  that  such 
appointment  was  not  within  their  commission,  but  was,  as  they  appre- 
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hended,  witliin  ours,  and  accordingly  returned  said  recommendation, 
with  their  reply  upon  the  back  thereof :  and  whereas,  the  public  safety 
requires  that  said  horses  should  be  taken  proper  care  of,  and  always 
kept  in  readiness  for  use  upon  the  shortest  notice,  therefore,  Resolved, 
that  although  said  appointment  is  not  within,  but  contrary  to  the  com- 
mission of  this  committee,  yet  apprehending  that  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  service,  that  an  hostler  should  be  appointed  for 
that  employment,  and  no  other  mode  of  appointment  appearinor,  in 
this  time  of  the  recess  of  Congress,  this  committee  do,  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned,  appoint  said  Organ  to  the  care  of  said  horses,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  until  further  orders.] 

July  15,  1775. 

[Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sanger  put  as  much  hay  into  the  general's 
barns,  in  this  town,  as  they  will  receive,  any  order  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.] 

[CompLaint  having  been  made  to  this  committee  by  the  honorable 
General  Ward,  and  other  officers  in  the  army,  that  several  men  are 
dangerously  sick,  and  their  lives  would  be  greatly  hazarded,  except 
immediate  application  of  medicine  be  made  to  them,  and  that  tlic  sur- 
geons of  some  of  the  regiments  had  applied,  but  could  not  obtain  any; 
a  sub-committee  was  therefore  chosen  to  visit  the  hospital,  and  to  see 
the  surgeons,  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  that  there  were  no  such  medi- 
cines as  are  immediately  wanted :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  as  the 
lives  of  some  part  of  the  army  are  in  great  danger,  for  want  of  medi- 
cines, notwithstanding  the  commission  of  the  committee  of  safety  does 
not  admit  of  direction  in  this  matter,  that  Mr.  Commissary  Craigie  be 
desired  to  procure,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  such  medicines  as 
may  be  immediately  and  absolutely  necessary;  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  following  order  was  given  Mr.  Commissary  Craigie : 

Siu  : — You  are  hereby  desired  immediately  to  supply  the  store  un- 
der your  care,  with  such  medicines  as  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
present  relief  of  the  sick  in  the  army.]^ 


(1.)  Although  the  sessions  of  the  committee  continued  after  the  lifleonth  day  of  July,  1775,  the 
journal  id  not  preserved  to  a  later  date. 
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CONVENTION  OF  SUFFOLFv  COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  ol"  every  town  and  district  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  held  on  Tuesday,  the  sixtJi  of  Se[)tenih(T,  1774,  at  the  house  of  jMr. 
Richard  Woodward  of  Dcdhani,  and,  by  tuViouriinicnt,  at  the  liouse  of  3Ir. 
Daniel  Vose  of  Milton,  on  Friday,  the  ninth  instant,  Joscjth  Palmer,  Esq. 
being  chosen  moderator,  and  William  Tljompson,  Esq.,  clerk,  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  bring  in  a  report  to  the  convention,  and  the  following,  being 
several  times  read,  and  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  Avas  unanimously  voted, 
viz. : 

Whereas,  the  power,  but  not  the  justice ;  the  vengeance,  but  not  the  w  is- 
doni  of  Great  Britain,  which  of  old  i)ersecuted,  scourged,  and  exiled  our  fu- 
gitive parents  from  their  native  shores,  now  pursues  us,  their  guiltless  chil- 
dren, "with  unrelenting  severity  :  and  "whereas  this,  then  savage  and  unculti- 
vated desert,  "was  purchased  by  the  toil  and  treasure,  or  ac([uired  by  the 
valor  and  blood  of  those,  our  venerable  progenitors,  who  bequeathed  to  us 
llie  dear  bought  inheritance,  who  consigned  it  to  our  care  nnd  protection  ; 
the  most  sacred  obligations  are  upon  us  to  transmit  the  glorious  purchase, 
unfettered  by  power,  unclogged  wiih  shackles,  to  our  iimocent  and  beloved 
offspring.  On  the  fortitude,  on  tiic  wisdom,  and  on  the  exertions  of  this 
important  day,  is  suspended  the  fate  of  this  new  world,  and  of  unborn  mil- 
lions. If  a  boundless  extent  of  continent,  swarming  with  millions,  "vvill 
tamely  sulnriit  to  live,  move,  and  have  their  being  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  a 
licentious  minister,  they  will  basely  yield  to  voluntary  shivery,  and  future 
generations  shall  load  tiieir  memories  with  incessant  execrations.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  arrest  the  hand  which  would  ransack  our  pockets,  if  we 
disarm  the  parricide  who  points  the  dagger  to  om*  bosoms,  if  wo  nobly  de- 
feat that  fatal  edict,  which  proclaims  a  power  to  frame  law*  lor  us  in  all 
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cat^es  whatsoever,  thereby  eiitaiJing  the  endless  and  numberless  curses  of 
y!a\c'ry  upon  us,  our  heirs  and  tlieir  heirs  forever;  if  we  successfully  resist 
that  unparalleled  usurpation  of  unconsthutional  power,  ^vhereby  our  capital 
is  robbed  of  the  means  of  life  ;  whereby  the  streets  of  JJoston  are  thronged 
with  niilitary  executioners  ;  Avhereby  our  coasts  are  lined,  and  tlie  harbors 
crowded  with  ships  of  war;  whereby  tlie  charter  of  the  colony,  that  sacred 
barrier  against  the  encroachments  of  tyranny,  is  mutilated,  and  in  effect  an- 
nihilated; whereby  a  murderous  law  is  framed,  to  shelter  villains  from  the 
hands  of  justice  ;  whereby  that  unalienable  and  inestimable  inheritance 
which  w  e  derived  from  nature,  the  constitution  of  ih  itain,  which  was  cove- 
nanted to  us  in  the  charter  of  the  province,  is  totally  wrecked,  annulled, 
and  vacated ;  posterity  will  acknowledge  that  virtue  which  preserved  them 
free  and  hapi)y ;  and  while  we  enjoy  the  rewards  and  blessings  of  the  faith- 
ful, the  torrent  of  panegyric  will  roll  down  our  reputations  to  that  latest 
period,  when  the  streams  of  time  shall  be  absorbed  in  the  abyss  of  eternity. 
'J'hercfore,  we  have  resolved  and  do  resolve  : 

1.  That  whereas,  his  majesty,  George  the  third,  is  tlie  rightful  successor 
to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  and  justly  entitled  to  the  allegiance  of  the 
JJritish  realm,  and,  agreeably  to  compact,  of  the  English  colonies  in  Amer- 
ica ;  therefore,  we,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  the  first  planters  of  this  col- 
ony, do  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  said  George  the  third  to  be  our  rightful 
sovereign,  and  that  said  covenant  is  the  tenure  and  claim  on  which  are 
founded  our  allegiance  and  submission. 

2.  That  it  is  an  indispensable  duty  which  we  owe  to  God,  our  country, 
ourselves,  and  posterity,  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  in  our  power,  to 
maintain,  defend,  and  preserve  those  civil  and  religious  rights  and  liberties, 
for  w  hich,  many  of  our  lathers  fought,  bled,  and  died ;  and  to  hand  them 
down  entire  to  future  generations. 

3.  That  the  late  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  for  blocking  up  the  harbor 
of  Boston,  and  for  altering  the  established  form  of  government  in  this  col- 
ony, and  for  screening  the  most  flagitious  violators  of  the  laws  of  the  prov- 
ince from  a  legal  trial,  are  gross  infractions  of  those  rights,  to  which  we 
are  justly  entitled  by  the  law  s  of  nature,  the  British  constitution,  and  the 
charter  of  the  province. 

4.  That  no  obedience  is  due  from  this  province,  to  either  or  any  part 
of  the  acts  abovementioned ;  but  that  they  should  be  rejected  as  the  at- 
tempts of  a  wicked  administration  to  enslave  America. 

5.  Tlrat  so  long  as  the  justices  of  our  superior  courts  of  judicature,  court 
of  assize,  and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas 
in  this  county,  are  appointed,  or  hold  their  places  by  any  other  tenure  than 
that  which  the  charter  and  the  laws  of  the  province  direct,  they  must  be 
considered  as  under  undue  influence,  and  are,  therefore,  unconstitutional 
officers,  and  as  such,  no  regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  them  by  the  people  of 
this  county. 

6.  That  if  the  justices  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize, 
&c.,  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  of  the  general  sessions  of 
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the  peace,  shall  sit  and  act  duiiug  their  present  disqualified  state,  this  coun- 
ty will  support  and  hear  hrumlcss  all  slieriils  and  tlicir  deputies,  coiistahles, 
jurors,  and  otJier  oliicers,  who  shall  refuse  to  carry  into  execution  the  orders 
of  said  courts  ;  and,  as  far  as  is  possihic,  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  that 
must  attend  the  suspejision  of  the  courts  of  justice,  we  do  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  all  creditors  to  exercise  all  reasonahle  and  generous  forhearance 
to  their  dehtors ;  and  to  all  dehtors  to  discharge  their  just  debts,  with  all 
possible  speed ;  and  if  any  dit;putes  concerning  debts  or  trespasses  should 
arise,  which  cannot  be  settK  d  by  the  parties,  we  recommend  it  to  them  to 
submit  all  such  causes  to  arbitration  ;  and  if  the  parties,  or  eitlier  of  them, 
shall  refuse  so  to  do,  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  cooperating  with  the 
enemies  of  this  countr}*. 

7.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  collectors  of  taxes,  constables,  and  all 
other  officers,  who  have  public  moneys  in  their  hands,  to  retain  the  same, 
and  not  to  make  any  payment  thereof  to  the  province  or  county  treasurers, 
until  the  civil  government  of  the  province  is  placed  upon  a  constitutiona , 
foundation,  or  until  it  shall  otherwise  be  ordered  by  the  proposed  provincial 
congress. 

8.  That  the  persons  who  have  accepted  seats  at  the  council  board,  by 
virtue  of  a  mandamus  from  the  king,  in  conformity  to  the  late  act  of  the 
British  parliament,  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  the  government  of  the 
Massachusetts  bay,  have  acted  in  direct  violation  of  the  duty  they  owe  to 
their  countrv',  and  have  thereby  given  great  and  just  offence  to  this  people. 
Therefore, 

JResolved,  That  this  county  do  recommend  it  to  all  persons  who  liave  so 
higlily  ofiended  by  accepting  said  department,  and  have  not,  already,  pub- 
licly resigned  their  seats  at  the  council  board,  to  make  public  resignations 
of  their  places  at  said  board,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  this  instxint 
September  ;  and  that  all  persons  neglecting  so  to  do,  shall,  from  and  after 
that  day,  be  considered  by  tins  county  as  obstinate  and  incorrigible  enemies 
to  this  colony. 

9.  That  the  fortifications  began  and  now  carrying  on  upon  Iloston  neck, 
are  justly  alarming  to  this  county,  and  give  us  reason  to  ap{)rehend  some 
hostile  intention  against  that  town  ;  more  especially  as  the  commander  in 
chief  has,  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  removed  the  i)owder  from  the 
magazine  at  Charlestown,  and  has  also  forbidden  the  keeper  of  the  maga- 
zine at  Boston,  to  deliver  out  to  the  owners,  the  powder  which  they  lodged 
in  said  magazine. 

10.  That  the  late  act  of  parliament,  for  establishing  the  roman  catholic 
religion  and  the  French  laws  in  that  extensive  country  now  called  Canada, 
is  dangerous  in  an  extreme  degree,  to  the  protestant  religion,  and  to  the 
civil  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America  ;  and  therefore,  as  men  and  protes- 
tant clu-istians,  we  are  indispensably  obliged  to  take  all  proper  measures  for 
our  security. 

11.  That,  whereas,  our  enemies  have  flattered  themselves  that  they  shall 
make  an  easy  prey  of  this  numerous,  brave,  and  hardy  people,  from  an  ap- 
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prehension  that  they  are  unacquainted  with  military  discipline ;  we,  there- 
fore, for  the  honor,  defence,  and  security  of  tliis  county  and  province,  advise, 
ns  it  lias  been  recommended,  to  take  awa}^  all  commissions  from  the  officers 
of  the  militia:  that  those  who  now  hold  commissions,  or  such  other  persons, 
be  elected  in  each  town  as  oflicers  in  the  militia,  as  shall  be  judged  of  sutFi- 
cient  capacity  for  that  pin-pose,  and  who  have  evidenced  themselves  to  be 
inflexible  friends  to  the  rights  of  the  people  :  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
those  towns  and  districts,  who  are  qualified,  do  use  their  utmost  diligence 
to  acquaint  themselves  w  ith  the  ai't  of  war  as  soon  as  possible,  and  do  for 
that  purpose  api)ear  under  arms  at  least  once  every  week. 

12.  That  during  the  present  hostile  appearances  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  notwithstanding  the  many  insults  and  oppressions  which  we  most 
sensibly  resent ;  yet,  neveilheless,  from  our  affection  to  his  majesty,  which 
we  have  at  all  times  evinced,  we  are  determined  to  act  merely  on  the  delen- 
sive,  so  long  as  such  conduct  may  be  vindicated  by  reason  and  the  princi- 
ples of  self-preservation,  but  no  longer. 

1-3.  That  as  we  undeistand  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to  apprehend 
sundry  persons  of  this  county,  who  have  rendered  themselves  consi)icuous 
in  contending  for  the  violated  rights  and  liberties  of  their  countrymen,  we 
do  recommend,  should  such  an  audacious  measure  be  j)ut  in  practice,  to 
seize  and  keep  in  safe  custody  every  servant  of  the  present  tyrannical  and 
imconstitutional  government,  tiiroughout  the  county  and  province,  until  the 
persons  so  apprehended  be  liberated  from  the  hands  of  our  adversaries, 
and  restored  safe  and  uninjured  to  their  respective  friends  and  families. 

14.  That  until  our  rights  are  fully  restored  to  us,  we  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  (and  we  do  recommend  the  same  to  the  other  counties,)  with- 
hold all  conmiercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  West 
Indies,  and  abstain  from  the  consumption  of  British  merchandize  and  man- 
ufactures, and  especially  of  East  India  teas  and  piece  goods,  with  such  ad- 
ditions, alterations,  and  exceptions,  only  as  the  grand  Congress  of  the  colo- 
nies may  agree  to. 

15.  That  under  our  present  circumstances,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  en- 
courage arts  and  manufactures  amongst  us,  by  all  means  in  our  power ;  and 
that  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  of  Braintree,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Duer,  of  Roxbury, 
ISIr.  James  Boice  and  Mr.  Edward  Preston,  of  3Iilton,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Guild,  of  Walpole,  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee,  to  consider 
of  the  best  ways  and  means  to  promote  and  establish  the  same,  and  report 
to  this  convention  as  soon  as  may  be. 

16.  That  the  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs  demand  that  a  provincial 
congress  be  called,  to  concert  such  measures  as  may  be  adopted  and  vigor- 
ously executed  by  the  whole  people  ;  and  we  do  recommend  it  to  the  seve- 
ral towns  in  this  county,  to  choose  mendjers  for  srtch  a  provincial  congress, 
to  be  holden  at  Concord,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  next  ensuing. 

17.  That  this  county,  confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelplda,  will  pay  all  due  respect  and 
submission  to  such  n)easures  as  may  be  recommended  by  them  to  the  colo- 
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nies,  for  the  restoration  a»d  establishment  of  our  just  rights,  civil  and  reli- 
gious, and  for  renewing  that  iiarmony  and  union  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  so  earnestly  wished  tor  by  all  good  men. 

18.  Whereas,  the  universal  uneasiness  which  prevails  among  all  orders  of 
men,  arising  from  the  wicked  and  oppressive  mca-^ures  of  the  jn-esent  ad- 
ministration, may  influence  some  unthinking  persons  to  commit  outrages 
upon  private  property  :  we  would  heartily  recommend  to  all  persons  of  this 
community,  not  to  engage  in  any  routs,  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  Uf»on  the 
property  of  any  persons  whatsoever,  as  being  sulnersive  of  all  order  and 
government ;  but  by  a  steady,  manly,  uniform,  and  persevering  opposition, 
to  convince  our  enemies,  that  in  a  contest  so  important,  in  a  cause  so 
solemn,  our  conduct  shall  be  such  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  wise, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  brave  and  free  of  every  age  and  of  every  coun- 
try, 

19.  That  should  our  enemies,  by  any  sudden  invasion,  render  it  necessary 
for  us  to  ask  the  aid  and  assistance  of  our  brethren  iu  the  coimtry,  some 
one  of  tlie  committee  of  correspondence,  or  a  selectman  of  such  town,  or 
the  town  adjoining  where  such  Jiostilities  shall  commence,  or  shall  be  ex- 
pected to  connncnce,  shall  despatch  couriers  with  written  messages  to  the 
selectmen  or  committees  of  correspondence  of  the  several  towns  in  the  vi- 
cinity, with  a  wTitten  account  of  such  matters,  who  shall  despatch  others  to 
committees  or  selectmen  more  remote,  till  proper  and  suthcient  assistance 
be  obtained  ;  and  that  the  expense  of  said  couriers  be  defrayed  by  the  coun- 
ty, until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the  provincial  congress. 

Voted,  That  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.  and  Doct.  IJenjamin  Church,  of  Bos- 
ton, Deacon  Joseph  Palmer  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Thayer,  of  Braintree,  Capt. 
Lemuel  Robinson,  William  Ilolden,  Esq.  and  Capt.  John  Ilomans,  of  Dor- 
chester, Capt.  William  Heath,  of  Iloxbury,  Col.  William  Taylor  and  Doct. 
Samuel  Gardner,  of  JMilton,  Isaac  Gardner,  Esq,,  Capt.  Benjamin  White 
and  Capt.  Thomas  Aspinwall,  of  Brookline,  Nathaniel  Sumner,  Esq.  and 
Mr.  Richard  Woodward,  of  Dedliam,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  excel- 
lency the  governor,  to  inform  him  that  this  county  are  alarmed  at  the  forti- 
fications making  on  Boston  neck,  and  to  remonstrate  against  the  same,  and 
the  repeated  insults  offered  by  the  soldiery  to  persons  passing  and  repass- 
ing into  that  town,  and  to  confer  with  him  upon  those  subjects. 

WILLIA31  TH03IPSON,  Clerk. 

The  committee  appoiiUed  at  the  convention,  accordingly  prepared,  and 
on  Monday,  September  12tli,  1774,  presented  the  following  address,  viz. : 

To  Ms  Excellency  Tliomas  Gage,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majestfs  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency: — The  county  of  Suffolk,  being  greatly,  and 
in  their  opinion,  justly  alarmed,  at  the  formidable  appearances  of  hostility, 
now  threatenmg  his  majesty's  good  subjects  of  this  coiintr}^,  and  more  par- 
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ticularly  of  tlie  town  of  J3oston,  the  103  a!  and  faithful  capital  of  this  province, 
beg  leave  to  address  your  excellency,  and  to  represent,  that  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  people  are  more  especially  increased  by  the  dangerous  design 
now  carrying  into  execution,  of  repairing  and  mantling  the  fortification  at 
the  south  entrance  of  the  town  of  Boston,  wiiich,  when  comi)leted,  may,  at 
any  time,  be  iinj)roved  to  aggravate  the  miseries  of  that  already  imjjoveriah- 
ed  and  distressed  city,  by  intei  ceptuig  li.e  wonted  and  necessary  intercourse 
between  the  town  and  country,  and  compel  the  wretched  inhabitants  to  the 
most  ignominious  state  ol'  humiliation  aud  vassail-  ge,  l-y  depriving  them  of 
the  necessaiy  sup])lies  of  provisions,  for  which  they  are  chiefly  dependant 
on  that  communication. 

We  have  been  ififormed,  that  yoin-  excellency,  in  consequence  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  has,  indeed,  disavowed  any  intention  to 
injure  the  town  in  your  present  manceuvres,  and  expressed  your  puri)Ose  to 
be  for  the  security  of  the  troops  and  his  majesty's  subjects  in  the  town.  We 
are  at  a  loss  to  guess,  may  it  please  your  excellency,  from  whence  your  want 
of  confidence  in  the  loyal  and  orderly  people  of  this  country  could  originate. 
A  measure  so  formidable,  carried  into  execution  from  a  preconceived  though 
causeless  jealousy  of  ti.e  insecurity  of  his  majesty's  troops  and  sidij^cts  in 
the  town,  deei)ly  wounds  the  loyalty,  and  is  an  additional  injury  to  the  faith- 
ful subjects  of  this  country,  and  ali'frc.s  a  strong  motive  for  this  aj>piication. 
We  therefore  entreat  your  excellency,  to  desist  from  your  design,  assuring 
your  excellency,  that  the  people  of  this  county  are  by  no  means  disposed  to 
injure  his  majesty's  trooi)s;  they  think  themselves  aggrieved  and  oi)i.ressed 
by  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  and  are  resolved,  by  divine  assistance,  never 
to  submit  to  them ;  but  have  no  inclination  to  commence  a  war  with  his 
majesty's  troops ;  and  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  excellency,  that  the  fer- 
ment now  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  is  occasioned  by  some  late 
transactions,  by  seizing  the  powder  in  the  arsenal  at  Charlestown,  by 
witldiolding  tlic  powder  lodged  in  the  magazine  of  the  town  of  Boston  from 
the  legal  proprietors,  insulting,  beating,  and  abusing  passengers  to  and  from 
the  town  by  the  soldiery,  in  which  tiiey  have  been  encouraged  by  some  of 
their  officers,  putting  the  people  in  fear,  and  menacing  them  in  their  nightly 
patrols  into  the  neighboring  towns,  and  more  particularly,  by  fortifying  the 
sole  avenue  by  lan<l  to  the  town  of  Boston.  In  duty,  therefore,  to  his  maj- 
esty, and  to  your  excellency,  and  for  the  restoration  of  order  and  security  in 
this  county,  we,  the  delegates  from  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  being 
commissioned  for  this  purpose,  beg  your  excellency's  attention  to  this  our 
humble  and  faithful  address,  assuring  you, that  nothing  less  than  an  immedi- 
ate removal  of  the  ordnance,  and  restoring  the  entrance  into  that  town  to  its 
former  state,  and  an  eflectual  stop  of  all  insults  and  abuses  in  future,  can 
place  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  in  that  state  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
in  which  every  free  subject  ought  to  live. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

JOSEPH  WARREN,  Chmrman 

Boston,  Sept.  10,  1774. 
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To  which  address,  his  excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the  following  an- 
swer : 

Gentlemen: — I  hoped  the  assurances  I  gave  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  on 
the  suUject  of  your  address  to  me,  had  been  satisfactory  to  evciy  body.  1 
cannot  possibly  intercept  the  intercourse  between  the  town  andtiie  country; 
it  is  my  duty  and  interest  to  encourage  it;  and  it  is  as  much  inconsistent 
with  my  duty  and  interest  to  form  the  strange  scheme  you  arc  pleased  to 
suggest,  of  reducing  the  inhabitants  to  a  state  of  humiliation  and  vassallage, 
by  sto])i)iug  their  siijiplies ;  nor  have  I  made  it  easier  to  effect  this,  than 
what  nature  has  made  it.  You  mmtion  the  soldiers  insulting,  beating,  and 
abusing  passengers  as  a  common  thing ;  an  instance,  perhaps,  may  be  given 
of  the  bad  behavioi  of  ><'ii  e  disorderly  soldiers;  but  1  must  appeal  to  the 
inhabitants  of  both  town  and  country,  for  their  general  good  behavior,  from 
their  fii-st  arri'  al  to  this  lin  e.  I  would  ask,  what  occasion  there  is  for  such 
numbers  going  armed  in  and  out  of  the  t<  wn,  and  through  the  country,  in 
on  hostile  manner  ?  Or,  Avhy  were  the  guns  removed,  privately,  in  the 
night,  from  the  battery  at  Charlcstown  ? 

The  refusing  submission  to  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  1  find  general 
thi'oughout  the  province  ;  and  1  bUall  lay  the  same  betbre  his  majesty. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

Sept.  12,  J  774. 

The  corrmittee  of  the  delegates  from  the  several  towns  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  who  presented  the  address  to  the  governor,  on  receiving  his  an- 
swer, iiiei  together,  and  having  carefully  perused  the  same,  were  of  opinion, 
that  his  excellency's  answer  could  not  be  deemed  satisfactory  to  the  coimty. 
And  further  thought,  his  excellency,  in  his  reply,  had  been  pleased  to  propose 
several  questions,  which,  if  unanswered  by  the  committee,  would  leave  on 
the  minds  of  persons  not  fidly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  lacts,  some  very 
disagreeable  impressions  concerning  the  conduct  and  behavior  ot  the  peo- 
ple in  this  county  and  province.  And  the  following  address  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  his  excellency. 

May  it  phase  your  ExceUenaj : — The  answer  you  have  been  pleased  to  fa- 
vor us  with,  to  the  address  this  day  presented  to  you,  gives  us  satisfaction  so 
fur  as  it  relates  to  your  own  intentions  ;  and  wc  thank  your  excellency,  for 
the  declaration  which  you  have  made,  that  it  is  your  duty  and  interest  to  en- 
courage an  intercourse  between  tov,n  ami  coiuitry;  and  we  entreat  your  in- 
dulgence, while  we  modestly  rei)ly  to  the  questions  proposed  in  your  an- 
swer. Your  excellency  is  too  well  acquauited  with  the  human  heart  not  to 
be  sensible,  that  it  is  natural  for  the  p30i)le  to  be  soured  by  oppression,  and 
jealous  for  their  personal  security,  when  their  exertions  for  the  preservation 
of  their  rights  arc  construed  into  treason  and  rebellion.  Our  liberties  are 
invaded  by  acts  of  the  British  parliament;  troops  are  sent  to  entbrce  those 
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acts ;  tlicy  are  now  erecting  fortifications  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  of 
Uoaton  ;  upon  the  completing  those,  the  inhabitants  of  the  tovni  of  Boston 
will  be  in  the  power  of  a  soldiery,  who  must  implicitly  obey  the  orders  of  an 
administration,  who  have  hitherto  evinced  no  singular  regard  to  the  liberties 
of  America.  The  town  is  already  greatly  impoverished  and  distressed  by 
the  operation  of  the  barbarous  port-bill.  Your  excellency,  we  are  persuad- 
ed, from  principles  of  humanity,  would  refuse  to  be  an  actor  in  the  tragical 
scene  that  must  ensue  upon  shutting  up  the  avenues  to  the  town,  and  re- 
ducing the  inhabitants  by  distress  and  famine,  to  a  disgraceful  and  slavish 
submission  ;  but  that  cruel  work  may  possibly  be  reserved  for  a  successor, 
disposed  and  instructed  thereto.  Daily  supplies  of  provisions  are  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  country,  disgusted 
and  jealous  at  the  formidable  operations  now  carrying  on,  survej'  with  hor- 
ror, a  i)lau  concerted,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  may 
be  imprisoned  and  starved,  at  the  will  of  a  military  commander.  They 
kindly  invite  them  to  abandon  the  towm,  and  earnestly  solicit  them  to  share 
tlie  homely  banquet  of  peace  in  the  country.  Should  their  refusal  involve 
them  in  miseries  hitherto  unheai  d  of,  and  hardly  conceived  of,  the  country 
must  stand  acquitted,  and  will  not  hold  their  liberties  so  loosely,  as  to  sacri- 
fice them  to  the  obstinacy  of  their  brethren  in  Boston. 

Your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  order  the  powder  from  the  magazine 
in  Charlestown ;  to  forbid  the  delivery  of  the  powder  in  the  magazine  of 
Boston  to  the  legal  proprietors ;  to  seize  the  cannon  at  Cambridge  ;  and 
to  bring  a  formidable  number  from  Castle-William,  which  are  now  placed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  and  has,  likewise,  in  addition  to  the 
troops  now  here,  been  pleased  to  send  for  reenforcements  to  Quebec,  and 
other  parts  of  the  continent.  These  things,  Sir,  together  with  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  ships  of  war,  we  humbly  think,  sufficiently  justify  the  proceed- 
ings for  which  your  excellency  seems  to  be  at  loss  to  account. 

Your  excellency  has  suggested,  that  nature  has  made  it  easy  to  cut  oft' the 
communication  between  town  and  country.  Our  only  request  is,  that  the 
entrance  into  the  town  may  remain  as  nature  has  formed  it.  If  security  to 
his  majesty's  troops  is  the  only  design  in  the  late  mancruvre,  we  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  excellency,  that  the  most  certain,  and  by  far  the  most  honor- 
able method  of  making  them  secm'e  and  safe,  will  be  to  give  the  people  of 
the  province,  the  strongest  proof  that  no  design  is  forming  against  their  lib- 
erties. And  we  again  solicit  your  excellency,  with  that  earnestness  which 
becomes  us  on  this  important  occasion,  to  desist  from  ever}'  thing  which  has 
a  tendency  to  alarm  them,  and  particularly  from  fortifying  the  entrance  into 
the  town  of  Boston.  We  rely  on  your  excellency's  wisdom  and  candor,  tliat 
in  your  proposed  representation  to  our  conmion  sovereign,  you  will  endeav- 
or to  redeem  us  from  the  distresses  which  we  ap})rehend  were  occasioned 
by  the  grossest  misinformation,  and  that  you  will  assure  his  majesty,  that  no 
wish  of  independence,  no  adverse  sentiments  or  designs  towm-ds  his  majes- 
ty or  his  troops  now  here,  actuate  his  good  subjects  in  this  colouy  ;  but  that 
their  sole  intention  is,  to  preserve  pure  and  inviolate  those  rights  to  which, 
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as  men  and  Engli:5h  Americans,  tliey  are  justly  entitled,  and  which  have 
been  guarantied  to  them  by  liis  majesty's  royal  predecessors. 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Secrctaiy  Flucker,  by  the 
chairman,  with  a  desire,  that  he  would,  as  soon  as  was  convenient,  present 
it  to  the  governor,  and  request  his  excellency  to  ai)point  a  time  for  receiving 
it  in  form.  The  secretary  informed  the  chairman  the  ensuing  day,  that  he 
had  seen  the  governor,  and  had  given  him  the  co})y  of  the  address,  but,  that 
he  declined  receiving  it  in  form.  The  chairman  mentioned  to  him  the  im- 
portance of  the  business,  declaring  his  belief,  that  the  troops  were  not  in 
any  danger,  and  that  no  person  had,  so  far  as  he  had  been  intbrmed,  taken 
any  steps  which  indicated  any  hostile  intention,  until  the  seizing  and  carry- 
ing off  the  powder  from  the  magazine  in  the  county  of  Middlesex;  and  that 
if  any  ill  consequences  should  arise,  that  shouhl  atlect  the  interest  of  Great 
Uritain,  the  most  candid  and  judicious,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  would 
consider  the  author  of  the  ferment  now  raised  in  the  nfnids  of  the  people, 
as  accountable  for  Avhatever  conse<piences  might  f<)ll()w  from  it. 

He  therefore  desired  the  secretary,  once  more  to  make  applic.ition  to  his 
excellency,  and  to  state  the  affair  to  him  in  tliat  serious  manner  which  the 
case  seemed  to  require.  The  secretary  accordingly  nuule  a  second  api)lica- 
tion  to  the  governor,  but  received  tor  answer,  tiiathe  had  given  all  the  satis- 
faction in  his  power,  and  he  could  not  see  that  any  further  argumenta- 
tion upon  the  subject  would  be  to  any  pin-posc.  Upon  this,  the  committee 
were  again  convened,  and  it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  that  they  Iiad  exe- 
cuted the  commission  intrusted  to  them  by  the  county,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability.  And  after  voting  that  the  reply  to  his  excellency's  answ  er  should 
be  inserted  in  the  public  papers  as  soon  as  possible,  they  adjourned  without 
day. 

Every  vote  passed  by  the  delegates  of  the  county,  and  by  the  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  governor,  was  unanimous. 


CONVENTION  OF  311DDLESEX  COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  being  committees  from  every 
town  and  district  in  the  county  of  3Iiddlesex,  and  province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  held  at  Concord,  in  said  county,  on  the  30th  and  31st  days  of  Au- 
gust, 1774,  to  consult  upon  measures  proi>er  to  be  taken  at  the  present  very 
important  day,  viz. : 

Capt.  Thomas  Gai-dner,  Doct.  Sanuicl  iilodget,  Capt.  Satnuel  Whit- 
temorc,  Mr.  Ijoammi  Baldwin,  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Capt.  Ezekiel  How, 
Mr.  Sanmel  Thatcher,  Mr.  John  Maynard,  Capt.  Eli])halet  Kobbins,  Mr. 
Phinehas  Gleason,  Capt.  Ephraini  Frost,  Mr.  Samson  Belcher,  Mr.  Jose[)h 
Wellington,  Mr.  Thomas  IMyniptou,  31r.  Natlii'micl  Spai'havvk,  Mr.  Hezckiah 
77 
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Maynartl,  Capt.  Isaac  Foster,  Doct.  Samuel  Curtis,  Mr.  Peter  Edes,  Mr.  AI- 
pheus  Wood,  I\Ir.  William  Wyer,  Mr.  Edward  Barues,  David  Chcever,  Esq., 
Mr.  William  J^oyd,  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  Mr.  Ebenezcr  Bridge,  Jr.,  Mr.  John 
Frothingham,  Mr.  Joshua  Abbot,  Mr.  John  Codnian,  Capt.  Ralph  Hill,  Doct. 
Isaac  Foster,  Air.  William  Thompson,  ]Mr.  Samuel  White,  Doct.  Timothy 
Danforth,  Mr.  Josiah  Capen,  Capt.  Josiah  Rowers,  IMr.  David  Reamis,  Mr. 
Solomon  Pollard,  Mr.  David  Sanger,  Capt.  Thaddevis  Rowman,  Mr.  Elijah 
Rond,  Mr.  Jonas  Stone,  Mr.  Epbraim  Wood,  Jr.,  Mr.  Joseph  Loring,  Mr. 
John  Flint,  Mr.  Renjamin  Rro^^^l,  Mr.  Nathan  Merriam,  Joseph  Haven,  Esq., 
Mr.  William  Clark,  Capt.  Josiah  Stone,  Mr.  Joshua  Hammond,  Mr.  William 
Brown,  Capt.  Jonas  Stone,  Mr.  David  Haven,  IMr.  Edward  Durant,  Mr.  Eb- 
enezer  IMarshall,  Capt.  Samuel  Wyman,  IMr.  Jonathan  Williams  Austin,  Mr. 
Robert  Douglass,  Mr.  Simeon  Spaulding,  iMr.  Samuel  Stevens,  Jr  ,  Mr.  Jona- 
than Stow,  Mr.  Benjamin  Walker,  Ca[)t.  Daniel  Taylor,  Capt.  Francis  Har- 
ris, Mr.  James  Hussey,  Mr.  Asa  Holden,  Mr.  James  Locke,  Mr.  Obadiah 
Sawtell,  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Mr.  Benjamin  Brown,  Mr.  John  Marble,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Flint,  Doct.  Charles  Whitman,  IMr.  Joseph  Parker,  Capt.  Phinehas 
Taylor,  Capt.  John  Dexter,  Mr.  Joseph  Bryant,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Harnden, 
Mr.  James  Hay,  Mr.  Thomas  Hill,  Mr.  Edward  Buckman,  Mr.  Samuel 
Sprague,  James  Prescott,  Esq.,  Mr.  James  Kettell,  Oliver  Prescott,  Esq ,  IMr. 
Benjamin  Pierce,  Cajit.  Josiah  Sawtell,  Mr.  Thomas  Rand,  Capt,  Renjamin 
Jaquith,  Mr.  Josiah  Smith,  Mr.  Timothy  Walker,  Mr,  Joshua  Symouds,  Mr. 
Edward  Kendall,  Mr.  Ebenezcr  Brooks,  Jr.,  Mr.  William  Borden,  Capt.  Josiah 
Hartwell,  IMr.  Thomas  Upham,  Mr.  Oliver  Hoar,  IMr.  Abel  Perry,  Mr.  Daniel 
Pwogers,  Jr.,  IMr.  Hezekiah  Broad,  Mr.  Samuel  Park,  Mr.  Peter  Colburn,  Capt. 
Thomas  IMellen,  IMr.  Ephrahn  Colburn,  Cai)t.  Roger  Dench,  Mr.  Stephen 
Davis,  Mr.  Jacob  Gibbs,  John  Read,  Esq.,  Capt.  Jonathan  Minot,  IMr.  Joseph 
Hartwell,  i\lr.  John  Abbot,  Mr.  John  Moore,  Doct.  Asaph  Fletcher,  Capt. 
John  Webber,  J\lr.  Nathaniel  Boynton,  IMr.  Daniel  Melleu,  Mr.  Zacheus 
Wright,  Mr.  Aaron  Phipps,  Capt.  Richard  Sanger,  Mr.  Joshua  Hemenway, 
Mr.  Renjamin  Fassett,  Mr.  Francis  Falkner,  IMr.  Samuel  Bullard,  Mr.  John 
Hey  wood,  Ca])t.  William  Coolidge,  Mr.  Ephraim  Hapgood,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hammond,  Capt.  William  Prescott,  IMr.  Samuel  Harrington,  Mr.  Henry 
Woods,  Mr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  Mr.  William  Green,  Capt.  Abijah  Broun,  IMr. 
Nehemiah  Hcbart,  IMr.  Charles  Witherell,  IMr.  Joseph  Danforth,  Capt.  Ed- 
mund Rancroft,  Mr.  Lemuel  Perham,  Mr.  Josiah  Fisk,  IMr.  Jonathan  Brown, 
Mr.  Samuel  Farrar,  Mr.  Aaron  Beard,  Capt.  Abijah  Pierce,  Mr.  David  Bay- 
ley,  Cai»t.  Eleazer  Rrooks,  iMr.  Ebenezer  Stone,  Capt  Joseph  Rutterfield, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Locke. 

The  Honorable  James  Prescott,  Esq,  Avas  chosen  chairman. 

After  having  read  the  late  act  of  the  British  i)arliament,  entitled  an  act 
for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England,  and  debated  thereon  : 

Voted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  said 
act,  and  report  to  this  meeting. 

Votcdj  That  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams  Austin  ol"  Chelmsford,  Capt.  Thomas 
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Gardner  of  Cambridge,  Doct.  Isaac  Foster  of  Charlestown,  Capt.  Josiah 
Stone  of  Fratninghain,  Mr.  Richard  Devens  of  Cliarlestown,  Doct.  Oliver 
Prescott  of  Groton,  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.  of  Stow,  Mr.  AVilliani  Brown  of 
Franiinglmm,  and  Air.  Ebenezer  Bridge,  Jr.  of  iJillerica,  be  the  committee, 
who  reported  as  follows  : 

It  is  evident  to  every  attentive  mind,  that  this  province  is  in  a  very  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  situation.  We  are  obliged  to  say,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  us,  that  the  question  now  is,  whether,  by  a  submission  to  some 
late  acts  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  contented  to  be  the 
most  abject  slaves,  and  entail  that  slavery  on  posterity  after  us,  or.  by  a 
manly,  joint,  and  virtuous  opposition,  assert  and  support  our  freedom. 
There  is  a  mode  of  conduct,  which  in  our  vei*y  critical  circumstances,  we 
would  wish  to  adopt;  a  conduct,  on  the  one  hand,  never  tamely  submissive 
to  tyranny  and  oppression,  on  the  other,  never  degenerating  Jnto  rage,  pas- 
sion, and  confusion.  This  is  a  spirit  which  we  revere,  as  we  find  it  exhib- 
ited in  former  ages,  and  will  command  applause  to  the  latest  posterity. 

The  late  acts  of  parliament  pervade  the  whole  system  of  jurisprudence, 
by  which  means,  we  think,  the  fountains  of  justice  are  tatally  corrupted. 
Our  defence  must,  therefore,  be  innnediate  in  proportion  to  the  suddenness 
of  the  attack,  and  vigorous  in  proportion  to  the  danger. 

We  must  now  exert  ourselves,  or  all  those  efforts,  which,  for  ten  years 
past,  have  briglitened  the  annals  of  this  country,  will  be  totally  frustrated. 
Life  and  death,  or,  what  is  more,  freedom  and  slavery,  are,  in  a  peculiar 
sense,  now  before  us,  and  the  choice  and  success,  under  God,  depend  great- 
ly upon  ourselves.  We  are  therefore  bound,  as  struggling  not  only  for  our- 
selves, but  future  generations,  to  express  our  sentiments  in  the  following  re- 
solves;  sentiments  which,  we  think,  are  founded  in  truth  and  justice,  and 
tiierefore  sentiments  we  are  determined  to  abide  bv. 

Resolvedy  That  as  true  and  loyal  subjects  of  our  gracious  sovereign,  George 
the  third,  king  of  Great  Britain,  we  by  no  means  intend  to  withdraw  our 
allegiance  from  liim  ;  but,  while  permitted  the  free  exercise  of  our  natural 
and  charter  rights,  are  resolved  to  ex})end  life  and  treasure  in  his  service. 

Resolved,  That  when  our  ancestors  emigrated  from  Great  Britain,  charters 
and  solemn  stipulations  expressed  the  conditions,  and  what  particular  rights 
they  yielded ;  what  each  party  had  to  do  and  perform  ;  and  which  each  of 
the  contracting  parties  were  equally  bound  by. 

Jiisolved,  That  we  know  of  no  instance,  in  which  this  province  has  trans- 
gressed the  rules  on  their  part,  or  any  wa}  s  forfeited  their  natural  and  char- 
ter rights  to  any  power  on  earth. 

Resolved,  That  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  have  exercised  a  power 
contrary  to  the  abovementioned  charter,  by  passing  acts,  which  hold  up 
their  absolute  supremacy  over  the  colonists;  by  another  act  blocking  up  the 
port  of  Boston ;  and  by  two  late  acts,  the  one  entitled,  an  act  for  better  reg- 
ulating the  government  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  other  en- 
titled, an  act  for  the  more  impartial  administration  of  justice  in  saiil  prov- 
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iiicc ;  and  by  enforcing  all  these  iniquitous  acts  with  a  large  armed  force,  to 
dragoon  and  enslave  us. 

Ji&solvcd,  That  the  late  act  of  parliament,  entitled  an  act  for  the  better 
regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  expressly  acknowledges  the  authority  of  the  charter,  granted 
by  their  majesties  king  V/iliiam  and  queen  iMary,  to  said  province  ;  and  that 
the  only  reasons  suggested  in  the  preamble  to  said  act,  which  is  intended  to 
deprive  us  of  the  privileges  conhrnied  to  us  by  said  charter,  are,  the  inex- 
pediency of  continuing  those  privileges,  and  the  charge  of  their  having 
been  forfeited,  to  which  charge  the  province  has  had  no  opportunity  of 
answering. 

Resolved,  That  a  debtor  may  as  justly  refuse  to  pay  his  debts,  because  it 
is  inexpedient  for  him,  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  deprive  us  of 
oiu-  charter  privileges,  because  it  is  inexpedient  to  a  corrupt  administra- 
tion for  us  to  enjoy  them. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  free  states  there  must  be  an  equilibrium  in  the 
legislative  body,  without  which  constitutional  check,  tliey  cannot  be  said 
to  be  a  free  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  act,  which  ordains  a  council  to  be  appointed  by 
his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  from  time  to  time,  by  warrant  un- 
der his  or  their  signet  or  sign  manual,  and  w  hich  ordains  that  said  council- 
lors shall  hold  then-  offices  respectively  for  and  during  the  pleasure  of  his 
m.njesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  elfectually  alters  the  constitutional  equili- 
brium, renders  the  councillors  absolute  tools  and  creatures,  and  entirely  de- 
stroys the  importance  of  the  representative  body. 

Resolved,  That  no  state  can  long  exist  free  and  ha})py,  where  the  course 
of  justice  is  obstructed,  and  that,  when  trials  by  juries,  which  are  the  grand 
bulwarks  of  life  and  property,  are  destroyed  or  weakened,  a  people  falls  im- 
mediately under  arbitrary  power. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  act,  ^vhich  gives  the  governor  of  this  province  a 
power  of  appointing  judges  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts,  commis- 
sioners of  oyer  and  terminer,  the  attorney  general,  provosts,  marshals,  and 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  to  remove  all  of  them,  the  judges  of  the  superior 
court  excepted,  without  consent  of  council,  entirely  subverts  a  free  adminis- 
tration of  justice  ;  as  the  fatal  experience  of  mankind,  in  all  ages,  has  testi- 
fied, that  tliere  is  no  greater  species  of  cori'uption,  than  when  judicial  arid 
executive  officers  depend,  for  their  existence  and  support,  on  a  power  inde- 
pendent of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  by  ordaining  jurors  to  be  summoned  by  tlie  sherifl'  only, 
which  sheriff  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  without  consent  of  coun- 
cil, that  security  which  results  from  a  trial  by  our  peers  is  rendered  alto- 
gether precai-ious,  and  there  is  not  only  an  evident  mfraction  upon  our 
charter,  but  a  subversion  of  our  conunon  rights  as  Enghshmen. 

Resolved,  That  every  people  have  an  absolute  right  of  meeting  together  to 
consult  upon  common  grievances,  and  to  petition,  remonstrate,  and  use 
every  legal  method  for  their  removal. 
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Resolved,  Thrit  tlic  act  which  prohibits  tJicsc  constitutional  meetings,  cuts 
away  the  scaffolding  of  English  freedom,  and  reduces  us  to  a  most  abject 
state  of  vassallage  and  slaver}-. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  opinion,  these  late  acts,  if  quietly  submitted  to, 
will  annihilate  tlie  last  vestiges  of  liberty  in  this  province,  and  therefore  we 
must  be  justitied  by  God  and  tlie  world,  in  never  submitting  to  tlicm. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  the  present  act,  respecting 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  is  an  artful,  deep-laid 
plan  of  oppression  and  despotism,  that  requires  great  skill  and  wisdom  to  coun- 
teract. This  wisdom  we  have  endeavored  to  collect  from  the  united  senti- 
ments of  the  count}^  And  altliougli  we  are  grieved  that  we  are  obliged  to 
mention  any  thing  that  may  be  attended  with  such  very  important  conse- 
quences, as  may  now  ensue,  yet  a  sense  of  our  dutv*  as  men,  as  freemen,  as 
christian  freemen,  united  in  the  firmest  bonds,  obliges  us  to  Resolve,  that 
every  civil  officer  now  in  commission  in  this  j)rovince,  and  acting  in  con- 
formity to  the  late  act  of  parliament,  is  not  an  officer  agreeably  to  our  char- 
ter, therefore  unconstitutional,  and  ought  to  be  opposed,  in  the  manner 
hereafter  recommended. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  obey  all  tliosc  civil  officers,  now  in  commission, 
whose  commissions  were  issued  before  the  first  day  of  July,  1774,  and  sup- 
port thenr  in  the  execution  of  their  offices  according  to  the  manner  usual 
before  the  late  attempt  to  alter  tlie  constitution  of  this  ])rovince ;  nay,  even 
although  the  governor  should  attempt  to  revoke  their  commissions.  But, 
that,  if  any  of  said  officers  shall  accept  a  commission  under  the  present  plan 
of  arbitrary  government,  or  in  any  way  or  manner  whate\  er,  assist  the  gov- 
ernor or  administration  in  the  assault  now  making  on  oiu-  rights  and  liber- 
ties, we  will  consider  them  as  having  forfeited  their  conunissious,  and  yield 
them  no  obedience. 

Resolved,  That  whereas  the  Hon.  Samuel  Danforth  and  Joseph  Lee,  Esq's, 
two  of  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county, 
have  accepted  commissions  under  the  new  act,  by  being  sworn  members  of 
his  majesty's  council,  appointed  by  said  act,  we  therefore  look  u])on  them  as 
utterly  incapable  of  holding  any  office  whatever.  And  whereas,  venires 
on  the  late  act  of  parliament,  have  issued  from  the  court  of  sessions,  signed 
by  the  clerk,  we  think  they  come  under  a  preceding  resolve,  of  acting  in 
conformity  to  the  new  act  of  parliament.  We  therelbrc  Resolve,  that  a  sub- 
mission to  courts  thus  acting,  and  under  these  disqualifications,  is  a  submis- 
sion to  the  act  itself,  and  of  consequence,  as  we  are  resolved  never  to  sub- 
mit in  one  iota  to  the  act,  we  will  not  submit  to  courts  thus  constituted, 
and  thus  acting  in  conformity  to  said  act 

Resolved,  That  as,  in  consequence  of  the  former  resolve,  all  business  at 
the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  next  to  be  holden  at  Concord,  must  cease  ;  to  prevent  the  many  in- 
conveniences that  may  arise  therefrom,  we  Resolve,  that  all  actions,  writs, 
suits,  Sec,  brought  to  said  court,  ought  to  remain  in  the  same  condition,  as 
at  present,  unless  settled  by  consent  of  parties,  till  we  know  the  result  of  a 
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proviucial  and  continental  congress.  And  we  Resolve,  that  no  plaintiff,  in 
a;iy  cause,  action,  or  writ,  aforesaid,  ouglit  to  enter  said  action  in  said  court, 
thus  declared  to  be  unconstitutional.  And  we  Resolve,  if  the  court  shall  sit, 
ill  defiance  to  the  voice  of  the  county,  and  default  actions  and  issue  execu- 
tions accordingly,  no  officer  ought  to  serve  such  process.  And  we  are  also 
determined  to  support  all  constables,  jurors,  and  other  officers,  who,  trom 
these  constitutional  principles,  shall  refuse  obedience  to  courts  which  we 
have  resolved  are  founded  on  the  destruction  of  our  charter. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body  of  delegates,  that  a  Provincial 
Congress  is  absolutely  necessary  in  our  present  unhappy  situation. 

These  are  sentiments  which  we  are  obliged  to  express,  as  these  acts  are 
intended  immediately  to  take  place.  We  must,  now,  either  oppose  them, 
or  tamely  give  up  all  we  liave  been  struggling  for.  It  is  this  that  has  forced 
us  so  soon  on  these  very  important  resolves.  However,  we  do  it  with  hum- 
ble deference  to  the  provincial  and  continental  congress,  by  whose  resolu- 
tions we  are  determined  to  abide  ;  to  whom  and  the  world  we  cheerfully 
appeal  for  the  uprightness  of  our  conduct. 

On  the  whole,  tliese  are  "great  and  profound  questions."  We  are  grieved 
to  find  ourselves  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of 
them.  But  we  deprecate  a  state  of  slavery.  Our  fathers  left  a  fair  inheri- 
tance to  us,  purchased  by  a  waste  of  blood  and  treasure.  This  w^e  are  re- 
solved to  transmit  erpially  fair  to  our  children  after  us.  No  danger  shall  af- 
fright, no  difficulties  intimidate  us  ;  and  if,  in  suj>port  of  our  rights,  we  are 
called  to  encounter  even  death,  we  are  yet  undaunted,  sensible  that  he  can 
never  die  too  soon,  who  lays  down  his  life  in  support  of  the  laws  and  liber- 
ties of  his  country. 

Which  report  being  maturely  deliberated. 

Voted,  That  the  sense  of  tlie  whole  body,  respecting  the  same,  be  collect- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays ;  which  being  done,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  yeas,  and  four  nays. 

Voted,  Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this 
county,  that  each  appomt  one  or  more  delegates  to  attend  a  provincial  meet- 
ing, to  be  holdcn  at  Concord,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  next. 

Voted,  That  a  fair  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  be  made  out, 
and  forwarded  to  the  grand  Continental  Congress,  and  also  to  the  town 
clerk  of  each  town  in  this  county. 

looted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Hon.  James  Pres- 
cott,  Esq ,  for  his  faithful  services  as  chairman. 

Voted,  That  this  meeting  be  dissolved,  and  it  was  accordingly  dissolved. 


EBENEZER  BRIDGE,  Clerk. 
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COxNVENTION  OF  ESSEX  COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  fi  om  every  town  in  tlie  county  of  Essex,  in  the 
province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  held  at  Ipswich,  in  the  said  county,  on  the 
Gth  and  7th  days  of  September,  1774,  viz.:  for 

Salem — Hon.  Richard  Derby,  Jun.  Esq.,  Mr.  John  I'ickeriug,  Jun.,  Capt. 
Jonathan  Gardner,  Jlui.,  Caj't.  Kichard  Manning,  Capi.  Tiniclhy  Pickering, 
Jun. 

Danvers — Doct.  Samuel  Holten,  Capt.  William  Shillaber. 

Ipswich — Caj)t.  Michael  Farley,  Mr.  John  Patch,  3d,  lAIr.  Daniel  Noyes, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Cogswell,  Jun.,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Farley. 

JVewhury — Hon.  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq.,  Capt.  Joseph  Hale,  Capt.  Moses 
Little,  Samuel  Gerrish,  Esq. 

A'twburyport — Capt.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Tristam  Dalton,  Esq.,  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Cross,  Mr.  Jolm  Bromfield. 

JMarblehead — Joreiniali  Lee,  Esq.,  Azor  Orne,  Esq.,  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Mr.  Joshua  Orne,  Mr.  William  Del  liber. 

Z/ijrui — Capt.  John  Mansrield,  iMr.  Daniel  Mansfield. 

Andovtr — James  Frye,  Esq.,  Mr.  Joshua  Holt,  Mr.  Samuel  Osgood. 

Beverlij — Capt.  Benjamin  Lovet,  Mr.  Samuel  Goodridge,  31r.  Joseph 
Wood. 

Rowley — 3Ir.  Nathaniel  Mighill,  Daniel  Spafford,  Esq. 

Salishury — Nathaniel  Currier,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Smitli,  Mr.  Henry  Eaton. 

HavcrJiill — Samuel  AVhite,  Esq.,  Mr.  Jonathan  Webster,  Mr.  Isaac  Red- 
dington,  IMr.  Josejjh  llaynes. 

Gloucester — Daniel  Witham,  Esq.,  Capt.  Peter  Coffin,  Mr.  Samuel  Whitte- 
more,  John  Low,  Esq.,  Mr.  Solomon  Parsons. 

TopsJitld^Cix\}L  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  John  Gould,  Mr.  Enos  Ivnight. 

Abiishury — Mr.  Winthi  op  iMerrill,  Mr.  Caleb  Pilsbury. 

Bradford — Capt.  Daniel  Thurston,  Air.  Peter  Russell. 

IVenham—Mr.  Benjamin  Fairfield,  Capt.  Jacob  Dodge,  Doct.  Tyler  Porter. 

Manchester— io\ix\  Lee,  Esq.,  Capt.  Andrew  Masters,  JMr.  Andrew  Wood- 
bury. 

Mtthuen — Mr.  John  Bodwell,  Mr.  John  Sergeant. 
Boiford — Capt,  Asa  Perley,  Mr.  Thomas  Perley,  31r,  Joseph  Hovey, 
Middldon — Capt.  Archclaus  Fuller,  Mr.  Ephraim  Fuller,  Doct.  Silas 
Meriam. 

Voted,  That  Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq.,  be  chairman. 

Several  papers  relative  to  the  situation  of  our  jiublic  affairs,  and  the  alter- 
ation of  our  constitution  and  laws,  intended  by  the  late  act  of  Pai'liament, 
for  regulating  the  government  of  this  province,  as  also  the  said  act,  beuig 
read;  after  consultation  and  debate  had  thereon,  a  connnittee  of  nine  per- 
Bons  were  appointed  to  consider  and  report  ou  the  same.  The  committee 
i*eported  a  number  of  resolves,  which  they  thought  necessary  to  be  entered 
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into  by  the  county  at  this  time  ;  wliich  resolves,  after  being  read  several 
times,  debated  on,  and  amended,  Avere  unanimously  accepted,  the  delegates 
one  by  one,  declaring  their  assent. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  delegates  appointed  by  the  several  to^ms  in  this  county,  to  meet  to- 
gether at  this  alarming  crisis,  to  consider  and  determine  on  such  measures 
as  shall  ai)pear  to  be  expedient  for  the  county  to  adopt ;  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  this  delegation,  of  the  abilities  and  quali- 
fications necessary  for  conducting  our  public  affairs  with  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence, but  with  the  fu-mncss  and  resolution  becoming  freemen,  with  the  re- 
spect and  deference  due  to  the  sentiments  of  our  brethren  in  the  other  coun- 
ties of  the  province,  with  su])mission  to  the  future  determinations  of  a  pro- 
vincial assembly,  and  the  d(?cisions  of  the  grand  American  Congress,  do,  in 
the  name  of  the  county,  make  the  following  resolves,  viz. : 

1.  That  the  several  acts  of  parliament  which  infringe  the  just  rights  of  the 
colonies,  and  of  this  province  in  particular,  bciug  subjects  of  deliberation  be- 
fore the  Continental  Congress,  renders  it  expedient  for  this  county  to  suspend 
their  determinations  respecting  them  ;  except  so  far  as  their  immediate  ope- 
ration requires  immediate  opposition.  That  the  act  of  parliament,  entitled 
an  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  tlic 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  being  a  most  dangerous  infraction  of 
our  constitutional  and  charter  rights,  and  tending  to  a  total  subversion  of  the 
government  of  the  province,  and  destruction  of  our  liberties ;  and  having 
been,  whh  uncommon  zeal,  with  arbitrary  exertions,  and  military  violence, 
attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution  ;  and  tliis  zeal,  these  exertions,  and 
this  violence  still  continuing :  from  the  sacred  regard,  and  the  inviolable 
attachment  Ave  owe  to  those  rights  which  arc  essential  to  and  distinguish  us 
as  Englishmen  and  freemen  ;  and  from  a  tender  concern  for  the  peace  of 
tliis  county,  we  are  bound  to  pursue  all  reasonable  measures,  by  wliich  any 
attemj)ts  to  enforce  immediate  obedience  to  that  act  may  be  defeated. 

2.  That  the  judges,  justices,  and  other  civil  officers  in  this  county,  appoint- 
ed agreeably  to  the  charter  and  the  lav.  s  of  the  province,  are  tlie  only  civil 
officers  in  the  county  Avhoni  we  may  laAvfully  obey ;  that  no  authority  what- 
ever, can  remove  these  officers,  except  that  which  is  constituted  pursuant  to 
the  charter  and  those  laws  ;  that  it  is  the  duty  of  these  officers  to  contin- 
ue in  the  execution  of  their  respective  trusts,  as  if  the  aforementioned  act  of 
parliament  had  never  been  made ;  and,  that  while  they  thus  continue,  un- 
tainted by  any  official  conduct  in  conformity  to  that  act,  Ave  will  vigorously 
support  them  therein,  to  the  utmost  of  our  poAver,  indcnuiify  them  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  to  their  laAA-ful  doings  yield  a  ready  obedience. 

3.  That  all  civil  otlicers  in  the  province,  as  Avell  as  private  persons,  avIio 
shall  dare  to  conduct  in  conformity  to  the  aforementioned  act,  for  violating 
the  charter  and  constitution  of  the  province,  arc,  and  Avill  be  considered  by 
this  county,  as  its  umiatural  and  malignant  enemies;  and  in  the  opinion  of  this 
body,  such  men,  Avhile  they  persist  in  such  conduct,  and  so  contribute  to  in- 
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volve  the  colouies  in  all  tlie  Iionois  of  a  civil  war,  arc  unlit  for  civil  society  ; 
their  lauds  oiigiit  not  to  be  tilled  by  the  lal)or  of  any  American,  nor  their 
families  supplied  with  clothing  or  food. 

4.  The  fourth  resolve,  which  respecied  Peter  Frye,  Esq.,  was  omitted  by 
the  direction  of  the  delegates  of  Salem,  Marblehciid,  and  J^anvers,  they  sup- 
posing his  frank  and  generous  declaration  inserted  in  the  pa})ers  would  give 
full  satisfaction  to  the  county,  and  render  a  publication  of  t'lis  resolve  super- 
fluous and  improper. 

5.  7'hat  a  committee  be  raised  to  ^^■ait  on  the  houoral^le  V7illiani  Browne, 
Esq  ,  of  Salem,  and  acquaint  him,  that  w  ith  grief  this  county  has  viewed  his 
exertions  for  carryii\g  into  execution  acts  of  i)arliament,  calculated  to  en- 
slave and  ruin  his  native  land  ;  that  w  liile  the  county  would  continue  the 
resj)ect  for  several  years  paid  him,  it  firndy  resolves,  to  detach  from  eveiy 
future  connection  whh  all  such  as  shall  [)ersist  in  supporting,  or  in  any  way 
countenancing  the  late  arbitrary  edicts  of  jiarliament ;  that  the  delegates,  in  tlie 
name  of  the  county,  request  him  to  excuse  them  liom  the  painful  necessity 
of  considering  and  treating  him  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  therefore, 
that  he  wotdd  resign  his  oliice  as  coiuicillor  on  the  late  establishment,  and 
decline  as  a  judge,  and  in  every  other  ca[)aeity,  to  execute  the  late  acts  of 
parliament,  and  all  others  deemed  by  the  province  .unconstitutional  and  op- 
pressive. 

6.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  body,  all  town  meetings  in  this  county, 
ought  to  be  called  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  province  and  the  ancient 
usage  of  the  county. 

7.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  bod}'  of  delegates,  that  a  provincial  con- 
gress is  absolutely  necessary  in  our  present  unhappy  situation ;  and,  that  as 
WTits  are  now  issued  for  the  election  of  representatives  for  a  general  as- 
semhly,  to  be  held  at  Salem,  on  the  fifth  day  of  October  next,  the  rejjresen- 
tatives  so  elected  will  properly  form  sucii  provincial  congress.  And  it  is 
further  our  opinion,  that  these  representatives  should  be  instructed  by  their 
several  toAvns,  to  resolve  themselves  into  a  provincial  congress  accordingly; 
if  when  assembled,  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient ;  iu  order  to 
consult  and  determine  on  such  measures  as  they  judge  will  tend  to  promote 
the  true  interest  of  his  majesty,  and  the  peace,  welfare,  and  pros])erity  of  the 
province. 

Deeply  affected  with  a  sense  of  the  nfiseries  and  calamities  now  im- 
pending over  the  colonies,  and  tiiis  province  in  particular,  we  are  compelled 
to  foi-ni  these  resolutions  ;  whicli,  as  we  apprehend,  being  founded  in  jus- 
tice and  necessity,  on  the  principles  of  our  natural,  essential,  and  unaliena- 
ble rights,  we  are  determined  to  abide  by.  At  the  same  time,  we  franlcly, 
and  with  sincerity  declare,  that  we  still  hold  ourselves  subjects  of  his  majes- 
ty king  George  the  third;  as  such,  will  bear  him  true  allegiance;  and  are 
ready  ^^  ith  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  and  defend  his  person,  crown, 
and  dignity,  and  his  constitutional  authority  over  us.  But,  by  the  horrors  of 
slaver}-,  by  the  dignity  and  ha})]rmess  attending  virtuous  freedom,  we  are 
constrained  to  declare,  that  we  hold  our  liberties  too  dear  to  be  pported  with, 
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and  are  tJiereforc,  most  seriously  determined  to  defend  tliem.  This,  in  the 
present  dispute,  we  conceive  may  be  eflected  by  i)eaceable  measures.  But, 
though  above  all  things,  slavery  excepted,  we  dejnecate  the  evils  of  a  civil 
war ;  though  we  are  deeply  anxious  to  restore  and  preserve  harmony  with 
our  brethren  in  Gfeat  Britain  ;  yet,  if  the  des})0tisnj  and  violence  of  our  ene- 
mies should  finally  reduce  us  to  the  sad  necessity,  we,  undaunted,  are  ready 
to  appeal  to  the  last  resort  of  states ;  and  will,  in  support  of  our  rights,  en- 
counter even  death,  "  sensible  that  he  can  never  die  too  soon,  who  lays 
down  his  lite  in  support  of  tiie  laws  and  liberties  of  his  countr}'." 

Vottd,  That  Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq.,  Doet.  Samuel  Holten,  and  Mr.  Elbridge 
Gerry,  be  a  conmiittee  to  wait  on  the  Hon.  William  Browne,  Esq.,  agreeably 
to  the  fil'tli  res^olve. 

To/t  J,  Tiiat  a  committee  be  chosen  to  notify  the  members  of  this  body  to 
assemble  again  when  they  shall  think  it  necessaiy  ;  and  that  tiie  members 
from  Salem  and  Marblehcad,  he  this^committee ;  and  that  they,  or  the  major 
l)art  of  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  issue  notifications  ac- 
cordingly, 

JOHN  PICKERING,  Ju>.,  Clerk. 

Salem,  Friday,  Sej>tember  9,  1774. 

Jeremiah  Lee,  Es<i.,  Doct.  Samuel  Holten,  and  Mr.  Elhridge  Gerry,  waited 
on  the  honorable  William  Browne,  Esq.,  at  Boston,  with  the  fifth  resolve  of 
tlie  delegates  of  this  county,  and  received  the  following  answer,  viz. : 

Gentlemen  : — I  cannot  consent  to  defeat  his  majesty's  intentions,  and  dis- 
api)oint  his  expectations,  by  abandoning  a  post  to  which  he  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  appoint  me ;  an  appointment  made  without  my  solicita- 
tion or  i»rivit}-,  and  accepted  by  mc  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  king,  and  tlie 
hopes  of  serving  my  country.  I  wish  tiierefore,  to  give  him  no  cause  to  sus- 
pect my  fidelity,  and  I  assure  you,  I  will  do  nothing  without  a  true  regard 
to  its  interest.  "As  a  judge,  and  in  every  other  capacity,"  I  intend  to  act 
with  honor  and  integrity,  and  to  exert  my  best  abilities  ;  and  be  assured,  that 
neither  persuasions  can  allure  me,  nor  shall  menaces  compel  me  to  do  any 
thing  derogatoiy  to  the  chai'acter  of  a  councillor  of  his  majesty's  province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

WILLIAM  BROWNE. 

Boston,  Sei)tember  9th,  1774. 

To  Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq.,  Doct.  Samud  Holten^  and  3Ir,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
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Cliarlemont  and  Southwick,  lield  at  tlie  court  house,  in  Northampton,  with- 
in tlic  said  county,  on  the  2-id  and  23d  days  of  Soptemher,  1774,  to  consult 
upon  measures  proper  to  be  taken  at  this  time  of  general  distress  in  tlie 
province,  occasioned  by  the  kite  attacks  of  the  l^riiish  parliament  on  the 
constitution  of  the  said  province,  whereby  they  have  endeavored  to  sap  and 
destroy  its  most  fundamental  ri^diis,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  a 
state  ofvassallage  and  slavery: 

Mr.  Ebenezcr  Hunt,  Jun.,  of  Northampton,  was  chosen  clerk  of  said  con- 
gress, and  Mr.  Timothy  Danielson,  of  lirimfield.  chairman. 

After  divers  observations  made  upon  the  late  acts  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, for  taxing  the  American  colonies,  and  for  subverting  the  constitution 
of  this  province,  a  connnittee  of  nine  persons,  members  of  the  said  congress, 
were  appointed  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  which  connnittee  reported 
as  follows : 

The  committees  appointed  by  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  to  meet 
together  at  this  alarming  crisis,  to  consider  and  determine  on  measures  ex- 
pedient for  the  county  to  adopt,  with  the  respect  and  deference  due  to  the 
future  determinations  of  a  provincial  congress,  and  the  decisions  of  tlie  grand 
American  Congress,  as  they  are  not  able  to  make  any  resolves  respecting 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  province,  more  agreeable  to 
their  own  sentiments  than  such  as  have  been  made  by  their  brethren  in  the 
other  counties,  do,  on  mature  deliberation,  make  the  Ibllowing,  for  the  most 
part  similar  to  theirs,  viz. : 

1.  That  as  true  and  loyal  subjects  of  George  the  third,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  &c.,  we  by  no  means  intend  to  withdraw  our  allegiance  from  him, 
so  long  as  he  will  defend  and  protect  us  in  the  free  and  full  exercise  and  en- 
joyment of  our  charter  rights  and  liberties. 

?.  That  the  charter  of  this  province  is  a  most  solemn  stipulation  and  com- 
pact between  the  king  and  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
kej)t  sacred  and  inviolate  by  each  party,  and  that  it  cannot,  in  any  respect,  be 
varied  or  altered  by  one  party  only,  without  a  most  criminal  breach  of  liiith, 
and  that  they  know  of  no  instance,  wiierein  the  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
on  their  part,  have  violated  the  said  compact. 

That  the  several  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  which  infringe  the  just 
rights  of  the  colonies,  and  of  this  province  in  particular,  being  subjects  of 
deliberation  before  the  Continental  Congress  now  silting,  renders  it  expe- 
ilient  for  this  county  to  suspend  their  determination  respecting  them,  except 
so  far  as  their  immediate  operation  requires  our  immediate  resolutions 
thereoiL 

4.  That  whereas,  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  lately  appointed  by 
his  majesty,  governor  of  this  province,  did,  at  the  last  session  of  the  great  and 
general  court,  wholly  decline  and  refuse  to  accept  the  grant  for  his  support, 
then  made  him  by  both  iiouscs  of  assembly ;  and  has  since,  by  his  proclama- 
tion, bearing  date  23d  of  August  last,  and  otherwise,  manifested  and  declar- 
ed hid  full  resolution  and  determination  to  execute  a  late  act  of  the  British 
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jmrliament,  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the 
province  of  tiic  rilassachusetts  ]iay,  in  New  England,  whereby  they  have  at- 
tempted to  bnp  tlic  foundation  of  the  constitution  of  this  ])rovince,  and  anni- 
hilate the  most  important  rights  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  has  also,  ac- 
tually, at  Salem,  by  an  armed  force,  endca\ored  to  execute  the  said  acts; 
Ave  are  obliged  therefore,  to  declare,  that  our  minds  are  so  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  abovesaid  conduct  of  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  as  to 
excite  in  us  very  great  doubts  whether  he  can  any  longer  be  considered  as 
the  constitutional  governor  of  this  ])rovincc;  and  consequently,  wliether  any 
writs  issued  by  him  for  convening  a  general  assembly,  or  any  other  acts 
whereby  he  shall  attempt  to  exercise  the  office  of  a  governor  of  this  prov- 
ince, have  any  force  or  validity,and  whether  any  obedience  or  respect  tliere- 
to  can  be  j)aid,  without  a  degree  of  submission  to  and  acknowledgment  of 
the  force  and  validity  of  said  acts;  but  in  case  any  towns  within  the  prov- 
ince should  judge  it  safe  and  expedient  so  far  to  regard  the  writs  lately  is- 
sued by  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  for  the  convening  a  general 
court  or  assembly  of  this  province,  to  be  he'd  at  Salem,  on  tlie  5th  day  of 
October  next,  as  to  elect  and  depute  any  persons  as  their  representatives  to 
repair  to  Salem,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  •\ve  cannot  but  declare  it  as  our  cleai* 
opinion,  that  they  ought,  and  our  fldl  exjjectation  is  that  they  will,  most  ma- 
turely and  deliberately  consider,  whether  any  such  representatives  can  do 
any  one  act  in  concert  with  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  and  his 
mandamus  council,  without  an  implied  acknowledgment  of  the  authority 
and  force  of  the  abovesaid  acts  of  i)arliament. 

5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  congress,  that  a  provincial  congress  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  in  our  present  unlinppy  situation,  and  that  we  appro\  e  of 
the  proposal  n^;ade  by  a  late  Middlesex  congress,  that  the  said  provincial 
congress  slicnld  be  holden  at  Concord,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October 
next,  and  v.e  accordingly  recommend  to  the  several  towns  and  districts 
whhin  this  county,  that  each  appoint  one  or  more  delegates  to  attend  the 
same. 

6.  That  the  collectors,  constables,  and  all  other  ofiiccrs,  who  have  or  shall 
have  by  them  moneys  collected  upon  the  province  assessments,  delay  mak- 
ing payment  of  the  same  to  the  honorable  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  until  the  civil 
government  of  this  province  is  placed  upon  a  constitutional  foundation,  but 
that  they  deposit  the  same  in  the  treasuries  of  their  respective  towns  and 
districts. 

7.  Wliereas,  the  universal  uneasiness  which  prevails  among  all  orders  of 
men  in  this  county,  arising  from  the  unjust  and  oppressive  measures  of  the 
present  administration,  may  influence  some  persons  inconsiderately  to  com- 
mit outrages  upon  particular  persons  or  their  property,  we  would  heartily 
recommend  to  all  the  iidiabitants  of  this  county,  not  to  engage  in  any  routs, 
riots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the  person  or  property  of  any  one,  as  being 
subversive  of  all  order  and  government ;  but,  by  a  steady,  manly,  uniform, 
and  persevering  opposition  to  the  said  measures,  to  convince  our  enemies, 
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that  in  a  contest  so  important  and  solemn,  our  conduct  shall  be  such  as  to 
merit  the  approbation  of  all  sober  and  ^vise  men. 

8  That  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  Congress,  all  town  meetings  ought  to  be 
called  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  ancient  usage  of  the  ju  ovincc. 

D.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  tow  ns  and  districts  ^vithin  this  coun- 
ty, be  advised,  for  their  own  honor,  and  for  the  defence  of  their  country, 
that  they  use  the  utmost  diligence,  forthwith,  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
military  art,  under  the  command  and  direction  of  such  jiersons  as  they  shall 
choose,  and  that  they  furnish  tiiemselves  with  the  full  lawful  quantity  of  am- 
munition, and  good  etfective  anns,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  that  purpose. 

Attest,    EBEXEZER  HUNT,  3un.,  ClerL 


CONVENTION  OF  PLYMOUTH  COUXI^^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  every  town  in  the  county  of  Plymouth, 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Hay,  held  at  Plimpton,  in  said  county,  on 
Monday,  the  2Gth  day  of  September,  177-4,  and  then  by  adjournment,  at  the 
county  court  house  in  Plymouth,  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  day  of  September, 
1774,  present : 

Plymouth — Hon.  James  Warrep,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Torrey,  Capt.  Theophilus 
Cotton,  William  Watson,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas  Lothrop. 

Scitiiate — Nathan  Gushing,  Esq.,  John  Gushing,  Jun.,  Esq.,  GapL  Israel 
Vinal,  Jun.,  Mr.  liarnebas  Little,  Mr.  William  Turner,  Capt.  Joseph  Tolman. 

Wardiam — Mr.  Ebenezer  Briggs,  ]Mr.  Bai-nabas  jjates. 

Marshjidd — Capt.  Anthony  Titomas,  Capt.  William  Thomas. 

Minglon — Doct.  David  Jones,  Capt.  Woodbridge  Brown,  Mr.  William 
Reed,  Jun. 

Bridgewatcr—Cixin.  Edward  31itchell,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Reynolds,  Mr.  Nathan 
Mitchell,  31r.  Thomas  Hooper. 

A7/jg5/on— John  Thomas,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Gray,  ?.Ir.  William  Drew. 

Hanover — Capt.  Joseph  Gushing,  3Ir.  Joseph  Ilamsdell,  Mr.  Joshua  Sim- 
mons, Capt.  Robert  Eells,  Doct,  Lemuel  Cu^hing. 

Pembroke — Capt.  John  Turner,  Doct.  Jeremiah  Hall,  xMr.  Seth  Briggs, 
Capt.  Edward  Thomas,  Capt.  Elijah  Gushing. 

Duxborough — Capt.  Wade  Wadsworth,  3Ir.  George  Pai'tridge,  Mr.  Peleg 
Wadsworth. 

Halifax — 3Ir.  Barnabas  Thompson,  Closes  Inglis,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Thomas. 

Middlchorovgh — Ca])t.  Ebenezer  Sprout,  Mr.  John  Miller,  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Wood,  3Ir.  Benjamin  Tucker,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Foster. 

Rocliester — Capt.  Ebenezer  White,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hanmiond,  iMr.  Nathan 
Nye. 


622 


PLYMOUTH  CONVENTION. 


Plimpton — Mr.  William  Ripley,  Mr  Samuel  Lucas,  Mr.  Setli  Gushing. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  be  chairman. 

A  committee  of  nine,  viz. :  James  Warren,  Esq.,  William  Gushing,  Esq, 
Gnpt.  Joseph  Gushing,  John  Thomas,  Esq.,  Doct.  Jones,  Mr.  John  Torrcy, 
Mr.  Thomas  Lothrop,  IMr.  George  Partridge,  and  Doct.  Jeremiah  Hall,  were 
chosen  to  bring  in,  at  the  adjournment,  a  report  to  this  body,  and  the  follow- 
ing being  several  times  read,  and  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  unani- 
mously voted,  viz. : 

Whereas,  the  British  administration,  instead  of  cultivating  that  harmony 
and  affection,  wliich  have  so  long  subsisted,  to  the  great  and  mutual  advan- 
tage of  both  Jirilain  and  the  colonies,  have,  for  a  scries  of  years,  without 
provocation,  without  justice,  or  good  policy,  in  breach  of  faith,  the  laws  of 
gratitude,  the  natural  connections  and  commercial  interests  of  both  coun- 
tries, been  attacking  with  persevering  and  unrelenting  injustice,  the  rights  of 
tlie  colonists ;  and  have  added,  from  one  time  to  another,  insults  to  oppres- 
sions, till  both  have  become,  more  especially  in  this  colony,  intolerable,  and 
every  person  who  has  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  any  sense  of  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  the  value  of  our  happy  constitution,  finds  it  now  necessary,  to 
exert  himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  to  j)resei-\'^e  them :  we,  who  are 
returned  from  the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  and  now  met 
on  the  ground  first  trod  by  our  venerable  ancestors,  and  at  the  ])lace  Provi- 
dence directed  them  to,  as  an  asylum  from  the  persecuting  rage  and  oppres- 
sion of  their  cotemporaries  in  Britain  ;  feeling  the  same  spirit,  and  actuated 
in  defence  of  our  rights,  by  the  same  principles  which  animated  them  in  ac- 
quiring and  transmitting  them  to  us  and  succeeding  posterity,  in  a  manner 
which  will  ever  distinguish  the  heroism  and  virtue  of  their  characters,  do 
resolve : 

1.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  colonies  are  entitled  to  all  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  are,  by  right,  subject  to  the  control  of  no 
power  on  earth,  but  by  their  own  consent. 

2.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  have  no  other  political  con- 
nection with,  or  dependence  on  Britain,  than  what  was,  originally,  by  our 
ancestors,  for  themselves  and  posterity,  stipulated  with  the  king,  and  in  the 
form  of  a  grant  from  him  expressed  in  the  charter. 

3.  That  the  interposition  of  any  other  power  on  earth  in  our  affairs,  and 
more  especially,  in  attempts  to  tax  or  even  legislate  for  us,  and  that  of  the 
king  himself,  in  other  manner  than  is  expressed  and  provided  for  in  the 
original  compact,  is  an  infraction  of  our  natural  and  constitutional  rights. 

4.  That  the  peo[)le  of  this  province  have,  at  all  times,  been  loyal  and  duti- 
ful subjects  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  have  observed  all  the  conditions  of 
their  original  compact,  borne  great  affection  to  his  other  subjects  in  all  parts 
of  his  dominions,  aiid  are  ready,  at  all  times,  to  render  him  that  allegiance 
which  his  protection  of  our  rights  entitles  him  to,  and  to  sacrifice  our  lives 
and  fortunes  m  defence  of  his  person  and  constitutional  government. 

5.  That  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  not  only  assumed,  but  exer- 
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cised  with  unexampled  severity,  a  power  over  these  colonies,  to  legislate  for, 
and  tax  them  without  their  own  consent,  and  by  several  acts  passed  in  the 
late  session  of  parliament,  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Boston,  the  better  reg- 
ulating the  government  of  the  province  of  the  IMassachusetts  J5ay,  the  securing 
the  most  flagitious  violators  of  the  laws  of  the  province  from  a  legal  trial, 
and  the  establishing  the  roman  catholic  religion  in  that  extensive  country, 
called  Canada,  has  shewn  their  determination  to  deprive  us  of  both  our  civil 
and  religious  rights. 

6.  That  it  is  a  duty  every  man  and  body  of  men  owes  to  posterity,  as  well 
as  to  God  and  our  country,  to  oppose  with  all  their  })ower,  the  execution  of 
said  acts,  and  that  we  strongly  recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  prov- 
ince, never  to  submit  to  them  in  any  instance  whatever. 

7.  That  the  provision  made  in  one  of  said  acts  for  the  appointment  of  a 
council  and  of  civil  officers  m  this  province  and  the  tenure  of  their  several 
offices,  together  with  the  manner  of  returning  jurors,  at  once  destroys  every 
idea  of  free  legislation,  and  an  impartial  administration  of  justice,  and  breaks 
down  that  inestimable  barrier  of  liberty,  and  security  of  lite  and  property,  a 
trial  by  our  peers,  by  rendering  the  whole  of  tiiem  a  set  of  ministerial  tools 
and  hirelings. 

8.  That  those  persons  who  have  accepted  seats  at  the  council  board,  by 
mandamus  from  the  king,  in  conformity  to  a  late  act  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, have  violated  the  fundamental  rights  of  the  society  they  belonged  to ; 
have  traitorously  attempted  to  destroy  the  constitution  of  their  country, 
which  they  were  bound  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  to  defend ;  and  have, 
by  their  persevering  obstinacy,  against  the  entreaties  of  their  fellow  coun- 
trymen, exposed  themselves  to  their  just  resentment  and  indignation. 

9.  That  the  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  and  other  civil  oliicers  in  the  prov- 
ince, who  are  appointed  to  their  several  offices  agreeably  to  the  charter  and 
laws  of  the  same,  and  refuse  to  act  in  couformitv^  to  the  acts  of  parliament, 
or  to  assist  the  administration  in  the  execution  of  them,  are  the  only  proper 
persons  who  are  entitled  to  the  obedience  of  the  people ;  and  that  we  w  ill 
aid  and  support  them  in  the  execution  of  their  offices,  in  tiie  maimer  usual 
before  the  attempt  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  province;  and  will  in- 
demnify their  persons  and  property  ;  and  that  no  legal  authority  can  remove 
ihem  from  their  respective  offices,  except  that  wliich  is  constituted  pursuant 
to  the  charter,  and  the  laws  of  this  province. 

10.  That  all  othcers  and  private  persons,  Avho  shall  presume  to  conform  to 
or  by  any  means  aid  and  assist  the  execution  of  the  late  acts  of  parliament, 
do,  by  such  conduct,  forfeit  that  protection  and  Iriendship  good  men  in  socie- 
ty are  entitled  to,  and  are  and  ought  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  our  in- 
veterate enemies,  as  men  lost  to  everv"  sense  of  virtue,  and  the  obligations 
due  to  God  and  man. 

11.  That  every  people  have  a  right  to  meet  together  when  they  please,  to 
consult  upon  their  grievances,  and  the  proper  metiiods  to  be  taken  lor  their 
removal ;  and  that  any  act  which  prohibits  such  meetings,  strikes  at  the  foun- 
dation of  freedom,  and  will  reduce  to  sla\  ciy  and  misery  such  as  submit  to  it. 
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1-3.  Tliat  tlie  present  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs,  render  it  absolutely 
jiecesi»ary  tbat  there  be  a  provincial  congress;  and  we  do  recommend  it  to 
the  s:everal  towns  in  tiiis  county,  to  instruct  tlieir  representatives  to  form 
themselves  into  such  a  congress,  agreeably  to  the  seventh  resolve  of  the 
delegates  for  the  county  of  "Essex,  for  the  j)uri)Oses  there  mentioned. 

13.  That  our  enemies  may  be  disappointed,  and  we  be  the  better  enabled 
to  make  tbat  last  appeal,  which  the  law  of  God  and  nature  will  justify,  we 
recommend  it  to  the  people  of  this  county,  to  ai)ply  theniselves  wiih  all  dil- 
igence, and  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  to  learn  military  discipline,  and 
to  equi]>  theniselves  imniediutely  with  arms  and  ammunition  according  to 
law. 

14.  That  whereas,  the  present  circumstances  of  the  province  are  such, 
tbat  if  the  public  moneys  now  raised  should  be  i)aid  into  the  public  treasu- 
ries, they  may  be  misapplied,  perhaps  to  purj)Oses  detrimental  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  people:  we  therefore  recommend  to  the  collectors  of  taxes,  sher- 
ifid,  and  other  officers  in  this  county,  to  retain  the  same  in  their  hands,  and 
not  to  make  any  ])ayment  thereof  to  the  ])rovince  treasurer,  until  the  civil 
government  of  the  province  is  i)laccd  upon  a  constitutional  foundation,  or 
until  it  shall  otherwise  be  ordered  by  the  proposed  provincial  congress  ; 
and  that  they  be  indemnified  in  their  persons  and  property  for  so  doing. 

15.  That  the  fortification  erected  on  Boston  neck,  the  seizing  the  powder 
in  the  magazine  at  Charlestown,  the  i)rohibiting  the  keeper  of  the  magazine 
at  Boston  to  deliver  the  powder,  which  is  i)rivate  i)roperty,  and  many  other 
instances  of  the  conduct  of  the  army  and  commander  in  chief,  are  justly 
alarming,  and  give  us  the  strongest  reasons  to  apprehend  hostile  inten- 
tions against  the  town  of  Boston  in  paj-ticular,  and  the  province  in  gen- 
eral. 

IG.  That  if  any  persons  who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  virtuously 
contending  for  the  violated  rights  and  liberties  of  this  coiuury,  should  be 
seized,  in  order  to  be  transported  to 'England,  or  in  any  way  subjected  to 
the  tyrannical  power  of  adnfmistration  now  j)revairmg,  we  do  recommend, 
that  the  good  people  of  this  county  immediately  make  rejmsals,  by  seiz- 
ing and  keeping  in  sale  custody,  every  servant  of  the  present  tyrannical 
government,  and  all  such  as  are  known  to  have  favored  and  abetted  their 
measures,  and  detain  them  till  our  fiiends  are  restored  safe  and  miiiijured 
to  their  respective  families. 

17.  That  it  is  highly  proper  and  necessary  for  the  towns  to  continue  to 
meet  and  transact  their  affairs  as  usual,  and  we  recommend  to  the  select- 
men ot  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  to  issue  their  warrants  for  calling 
town  meetings,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  province  and  former  usages, 
and  to  the  constables  to  warn  the  same,  whenever  their  ciicumstances  re- 
quire it,  and  to  the  people  hi  the  county  to  support  each  other  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  privilege  and  a  right,  by  long  experience  found  so  beneficial  to 
their  interest  and  happiness. 

18.  That  it  is  justifiable  and  proper  for  the  people,  at  such  a  time  as  is 
this,  to  prevent  any  courts  sitting  and  proceeding  to  business,  or  any  officers 
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of  any  court  executing  their  office,  who  shall  refuse,  when  requested,  to  make 
and  sign  a  full  and  ample  declaration,  exprcsshig  their  abhorrence  of  the 
late  innovations  attempted  in  our  constitution,  and  that  they  do  not  now, 
nor  w  ill  at  any  time  hereafter,  hold  tlieir  commissions  in  any  other  way 
than  Avhat  is  prescribed  by  the  charter  and  well  Iviiown  constitution  of  this 
province,  and  that  they  will  not,  in  any  way,  countenance,  aid,  or  support 
the  execution  of  the  late  acts  of  parliament. 

19.  That  the  circumstances  of  the  countiy  require,  and  make  it  necessa- 
ry, that  we  should,  until  our  rights  are  fully  restored,  witlihold  all  commer- 
cial intercouisc  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  retrain  from  the  con- 
sumption of  British  manufactures  and  mercliandize,  especially  East  India 
teas,  and  other  goods,  subject  to  such  additions,  alterations,  and  exceptions 
only,  as  the  grand  Congress  of  the  colonies  may  agree  to. 

*20.  We  recommend  to  the  several  towns  in  tliis  county,  to  make  provis- 
ion for,  and  to  order  the  payment  of  their  several  representatives  out  of 
their  tow  n  treasuries,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
defeat  one  of  the  machinations  of  our  enemies. 

21.  That  those  justices  of  tlie  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and 
common  pleas  for  this  county,  who,  at  the  last  term,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole,  addressed  his  excellency  governor  Gage,  have,  therein,  wantotdy, 
without  reason,  and  without  provocation,  aspersed  the  clergy,  the  commit- 
tees of  correspondence,  and  other  good  people  of  this  county,  and  thereby 
shown  that  they  have  no  tender  feelings  for  the  distresses  of  their  country, 
and  can  rejoice  at  their  calamities. 

22.  That  this  county  should  entertain  a  high  sense  of  gratitude  for  the 
benevolent  alacrity  and  readiness,  shown  by  our  brethren  in  the  other  colo- 
nies, to  aid  and  support  this  province  under  our  present  distresses,  and  to 
come  to  our  relief,  whenever  the  blood-thirsty  malice  of  our  enemies  shall 
make  it  necessary. 

23.  That  Edward  Winslow,  Jr.  one  of  the  two  clerks  of  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace  and  court  of  common  pleas  for  this  county,  has,  by 
refusing  this  body  a  coi)y  of  an  adch-ess  made  at  the  last  xeviii  in  this  coun- 
ty to  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  by 
refusing  liis  attendance  when  requested,  treated  the  body  of  this  county 
with  insult  and  contempt,  and  by  that  means  rendered  himself  unworthy  to 
serve  the  county  in  said  office. 

•  24.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  inhalutants  of  this  county, 
that  they  carefully  avoid  all  riots,  routs,  tumults,  and  disturbances,  under 
our  present  distressed  circumstances,  and  that  they  maintain  all  that  peace 
and  good  order  that  the  nature  of  our  present  situation  will  admit. 

THOxMAS  LOTlIROr,  Clerk. 
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CONVENnON  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTl^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  geiitleiiieii,  delegates  from  the  following  tOAAHs  id 
the  county  of  Bristol,  viz,:  Taunton,  Dartmouth,  Rehoboth,  Freetown, 
Dighton,  Swansey,  Norton,  Mansfield,  Raynham,  Berkeley  and  Easton,  held 
at  the  court  house,  in  Taunton,  on  the  28th  and  29lh  days  of  September, 
17/4,  to  consult  upon  ])roper  measures  to  be  taken  at  the  present  alarming 
crisis  of  our  public  affairs  : 

Zephaniah  Leonai-d,  Esq.,  was  chosen  chairman. 

After  having  read  the  act  of  parliament  for  regulating  the  government  of 
this  province,  and  the  resolves  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Middlesex,  &:c., 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  our  ancestors,  of  blessed  memory,  from  a  prudent  care  for 
themselves,  and  a  tender  concern  for  their  descendants,  did,  through  a  series 
of  unparalleled  dangers  and  distresses,  purchase  a  valuable  inherilance  in 
this  western  world,  and  carefully  transmitted  the  same  to  us,  their  poster- 
ity ;  and  whereas,  for  many  years  past,  ^^'e  have  quietly  enjoyed  certain 
rights  and  i)rivileges,  stipulated  by  charter,  and  re})eatedly  confirmed  by 
royal  engagements,  which  rights  and  privileges  are  now  unjustly  invaded 
by  the  pretejided  authority  of  a  British  parliament,  under  })retext  that  it  is 
inex[)edient  for  us  any  longer  to  enjoy  them ;  and  as  the  same  persons  who 
found  out  this  inexpediency,  will,  no  doubt,  in  time,  discover  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient for  us  to  enjoy  any  rights,  and  even  any  property  at  all ;  we  cannot,  in 
justice  to  ourselves  and  j)osterity,  and  in  gratitude  to  our  revered  ancestors, 
lamely  stand  by,  and  suffer  eveiy  thing  that  is  valuable  and  dear  to  be  wrest- 
ed from  us  ;  but  are  resolutely  determined,  at  the  risk  of  our  fortunes  and 
lives,  to  defend  our  natural  and  compacted  rights,  and  to  oppose,  to  our  ut- 
most, all  illegal  and  unconstitutional  measures,  which  have  been,  or  may  be 
hereafter,  adopted  by  a  British  i)arlianient  or  a  British  ministry.  And  though 
we  deprecate  the  evils  which  arc  naturally  consequent  upon  a  breach  of  that 
mutual  affection  and  confidence  which  has  subsisted  betwixt  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  yet  we  think  it  better  to  suffer  those  evils,  than  voluntari- 
ly submit  to  perpetual  slavery.  We  are  sensible  that  the  important  crisis 
before  us  demands  the  exercise  of  nmch  wisdom,  prudence,  and  fortitude, 
and  we  sincerely  hope,  that  all  our  deliberations  and  actions  will  be  guided 
by  the  princijdes  of  sound  reason,  and  a  hearty  desire  to  promote  the  true 
interest  of  the  British  empire.  Accordingly,  we  resolve  in  the  ibllowing 
manner,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  we  freely  recognize  George  the  thud,  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tam,  &:c.,  as  our  righttiil  sovereign,  and  as  allegiance  and  protection  are  re- 
ciprocal, we  are  determined  faithfully  to  yield  the  former  as  long  as  we  are 
allowed  ilie  enjo3'ment  of  the  latter. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  acts  of  the  Bi  iiish  parliament,  relating  to  the  con- 
tinent in  general,  and  this  province  in  particular,  are  contrary  to  reason  and 


WORCESTER  CONVENTION. 


627 


the  spirit  of  the  English  confetitution,  and,  if  complied  with,  will  reduce  us 
to  the  most  abject  state  of  servitude. 

Resolved,  That  all  civil  officers  in  this  province,  considered  as  holding 
their  respective  offices  by  the  tenure  specified  in  a  late  act  of  the  Britisli 
parliament,  deserve  neither  obedience  nor  respect;  hut  we  will  support  all 
civil  authority  that  is  agreeable  to  the  charter  of  the  province  granted  by 
king  William  and  queen  Mary. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  opinion,  that  the  several  towns  of  this  county 
should  regulate  themselves  in  all  their  iHiblic  proceedings,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  this  province. 

Resolved^  That  we  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  discountenance  and 
suppress  all  mobs,  riots,  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  will  afford  all  the 
protection  in  our  power  to  the  persons  and  properties  of  our  loyal  fellow 
subjects. 

Resolved,  That,  in  all  things,  we  will  regulate  ourselves  by  the  opinion 
and  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia ;  and 
as  we  place  great  confidence  in  the  abilities  of  the  gentlemen,  meml)ers  of 
that  congress,  we  will  cheerfully  subscribe  to  their  determinations. 

Resolved,  That  our  brethren  of  the  tov.'n  of  IJoston,  who  are  now  sufter- 
ing  under  the  cruel  hand  of  power  in  the  common  cause  of  America,  are 
justly  entitled  to  all  that  support  and  relief  which  we  can  give,  and  are 
now  ready  to  afford  them. 

Resolved,  That  whereas,  our  bretliren  of  the  county  of  Sutiolk  have,  by 
their  spirited  and  noble  resolutions,  fully  made  known  our  sentiments,  we 
therefore  think  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  be  more  particular,  as  we  most 
cheerfully  adopt  their  measures  and  resolutions. 

Voted,  'J'hat  the  above  proceedings  be  inserted  in  the  public  pajiers. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  for  the  towu  of  Taunton,  be  empowered  to 
call  a  meeting  of  this  body,  whenever  they  think  it  necessary. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  given  to  the  chairman,  lor  his 
faithful  services. 

Voted,  That  tliis  assembly  be  adjourned,  and  it  was  accordingly  ad- 
journed. 

DAVID  COB13,  Clerk. 


CONVENTION  OF  WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Journal  of  a  convention  of  the  committees  of  correspondence  and  del- 
egates, of  the  several  towns  In  the  county  of  Worcester. 

Tuesday,  August  9,  1774. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  correspondence  for  the  county  of 
Worcester,  in  county  Congress  assembled,  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1771,  at  the  house  of  Mrd.  I\Iary  Sternes,  in  V/orcester,  there  were  present : 
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Jf'orccster — AVilllam  Youiig,  Esq.,  Mr.  Joshua  Bigelow,  CapL  Timotby 
liigelow,  Lieut.  John  Smith. 

Lancaster — Doct.  Wilham  Dunsniore,  Deacon  David  AVilder,  Mr.  Aaron 
Sa^^yer,  Ca})t.  Samuel  Ward,  Cajit.  Asa  Whitcomb,  Capt.  Hczelviah  Gates, 
Mr.  John  Prcscott,  Mr.  Ej>hraim  Sawyer. 

Mendon — Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Deacon  Edward  Rawsou,  Mr.  James  Sum- 
ner, Elder  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Mr.  lienoni  Benson. 

Rutland  District — Mr.  Asa  Hapgood,  Lieut.  Nathan  Sparhawk,  Deacon 
John  Mason,  Lieut.  Andrew  Parker. 

Broolijield — Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  Capt.  Jeduthan  Baldwin,  Capt.  Phine- 
has  Ui)ham. 

Oxford — Capt.  Ebenezer  Learned,  Doct.  Alexander  Campbell. 
Charlton — Mr.  Caleb  Curtis,  Ca])t.  Jonathan  Tucker. 

Sutton — Mr.  Amos  Singletary,  Capt.  Henry  King,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Chap- 
lin. 

Leicester^  Spencer  and  Paxton — Col  Thomas  Denny,  Capt.  William  llen- 
Bhaw,  Capt.  Joseph  Ilenshaw,  Rev.  lienjamin  Conklin. 
Jf  esthorougli — Capt.  Stephen  Maynard. 
Shrcwshurij — lion.  Aitemas  Ward,  jMr.  Phinehas  lleywood. 
LuntJiburg — Doct.  John  Taylor. 
Harvard — Rev.  Joseph  Wheeler. 
Bolton — Capt.  Samuel  Baker,  Mr.  Jonathan  Holman. 
Petersham — Capt  Ephraini  Doolittle,  Col.  Jonathan  Grout 
Southhorough — Capt.  Jonathan  Wood. 

Hardtcick — Capt.  Paul  Mandell,  Mr.  Stephen  Rice,  Lieut.  Jonathan  War- 
ner, Deacon  John  Bradish. 
Ilolden— Mr.  John  Child. 
Douglas — Mr.  Samuel  Jenuison. 
Princtton — Mr.  xMoses  Gill. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  given  in,  for  a 
chairman  or  president,  and  clerk,  who  reported  that  William  Young,  Esq., 
of  U'orcestcr,  was  elected  cliairman,  and  William  Henshaw,  Esq.,  of  Lei- 
cester, clerk. 

Tlie  Rev.  Benjamin  Conklin,  being  invited,  opened  the  meeting  with  very 
eai-nest  and  solemn  prayer. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  committee  of  ten,  to  di'aw  up  some  proper  resolves  to 
lay  before  the  convention  for  their  consideration. 

Voted.,  That  INlr.  Timothy  Bigelow,  Capt.  Joseph  Henshaw,  Capt.  Ephraim 
Doolittle,  Capt.  Samuel  Ward,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  Luke  Drury,  Mr.  Joshua 
Bigelow,  Deacon  Edward  Rawsou,  Capt.  Paul  31andell,  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Holman,  be  the  couimittee. 

The  committee  retired,  and  again  returned,  after  some  time,  and  reported 
that  they  had  drafted  a  number  of  resolves,  which  were  read. 

After  debate  thereon,  it  was  voted  to  lay  the  resolves  upon  the  table  for 
further  consideration. 
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Voted,  To  adjourn  to  to-morrow  morning,  at  7  o'clock,  to  meet  at  the 
same  })lace. 

Wednesday,  August  10,  1774. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  In  the  absence  of  the  ])resident,  Deacon 
Baker  Avas  chosen  chairman  j;/'o  tempore. 

Voted,  That  tlie  committee  cliosen  yesterday,  he  a  committee  to  ^vrite  a 
letter  to  tl»e  gentlemen  chosen  by  this  province  to  attend  tJie  Continental 
Congress,  to  inform  them  of  tlie  sense  of  the  county  rcs])ectiiig  our  public 
affairs. 

A  letter  being  reported,  was  considered  and  accepted. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  chosen  yesterday,  be  a  commitree  to  send  a 
letter  to  all  of  tlie  towns  and  districts  in  this  county,  who  have  not  chosen 
committees  of  correspondence,  desiring  them  to  choose  such  committees, 
or  send  delegates  to  represent  them  at  the  adjourinnent  of  tliis  convention. 

The  comnjittee  chosen  to  write  to  the  several  towns,  atter  some  time,  re- 
ported, that  they  were  read}^  to  read  a  letter;  which  was  done,  and  the 
same  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Worcester,  August  9,  1774. 

Friends  and  Brethren  : — The  committees  of  correspondence  from  a 
majority  of  towns  in  this  county,  have  now  convened  at  AVorccster,  in  order 
to  consult  and  determine  ui)on  the  most  regular  steps  to  l>e  taken  and  re- 
commended to  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  at  this  truly  critical  and 
alanning  crisis,  when  it  no  longer  remains  a  doubt,  that  the  acts,  annihila- 
ting our  once  free  constitution,  are  actually  come  authenticated,  attended 
with  three  more  transports  and  a  ship  of  war,  and  the  council,  aj)pointed  by 
his  majesty,  are  about  taking  the  oaths  required  for  tliat  ollice.  In  tlic  first 
place,  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  a  considerable  number  of  respectable 
towns  in  this  county  have  not  yet  chosen  committees,  and  by  that  means, 
may  not  have  received  the  letters  notifying  this  convention;  therefore,  we 
eai'uestly  recommend,  as  brethren  and  fellow  sufferers,  when  all  tliat  is  valu- 
able in  this  life  is  at  stake,  that  you  choose  committees  of  correspondence, 
or  such  other  delegates  as  you  niay  think  proper,  to  meet  this  convention  at 
their  adjournment,  when  the  united  wisdom  and  aid  of  the  whole  are  want- 
ing, to  oppose  the  torrent  of  tyranny  rushing  upon  us.  In  order  to  avoid 
a  second  disapj)ointment,  by  having  our  letters  fall  into  unfriendly  hand<, 
and  you  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  proper  notification,  we  shall  be  careful  to 
have  them  transnfitted  by  such  of  our  members  as  live  nearest  those  towns 
which  have  not  sent  their  committees. 

The  convention  stands  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  August  instant, 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mary  Sternes,  inidiolder,  at  Worcester,  at  10  o'clock, 
before  noon. 

By  order  of  tlie  committees  of  correspondence  in  convention, 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW. 


The  consideration  of  the  resolves  reported  yesterday,  was  resumed:  the 
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same  were  severally  reail,  considered,  debated,  and  each  accepted  witliout 
one  dissentient  vote :  and  it  was  Ordered,  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the 
chairman  and  clerk,  and  printed,  and  circulated  iu  handbills.  They  are  as 
follow : 

1.  RtsoIveJ,  Tiiat  we  bear  all  true  allegiance  to  his  majesty  king  George 
tlie  third,  and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ]iowcr,  defend  his  person, 
crown,  and  dignity,  but  at  the  same  time,  we  disclaim  any  jurisdiction  in  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  over  his  majesty's  subjects  in  America. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  charter  of  this  province  is  the  basis  of  our  allegi- 
ance to  his  majesty,  wherein,  on  his  part,  the  royal  faith  is  plighted,  to  ])ro- 
tect  and  defend  us,  his  American  subjects,  in  the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of 
each  and  every  right  and  liberty  enjoyed  by  his  subjects  iu  Great  iJritain  ; 
his  American  subjects  likewise  bear  him  true  allegiance. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  have,  within  ourselves,  the  exclusive  right  of  origi- 
nating each  and  every  law  respecting  ourselves,  and  ought  to  be  on  an 
equal  footing  with  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Great  Uritain. 

4.  Resolved,  That  an  attempt  to  vacate  said  charter,  by  either  party,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other,  has  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the  imion  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  province,  to  destroy  tlie  allegiance  we  owe  to  the 
ki!)g,and  to  set  aside  the  sacred  obligations  he  is  mider  to  his  subjects  here. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  right  lately  assumed,  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  over  this  province,  wbercin  they  claim  a  dis])Osal  of  our  lives  and 
properties,  and  to  alter  and  disannul  our  charter  without  our  consent,  is  a 
great  and  high-handed  claim  of  arbitrary  i)ower. 

6.  Resolved,  That  as  i)arliament  liave  not  only  adopted  the  aforementioned 
principle,  but  have  actually  put  it  into  practice,  by  taxing  the  Americans, 
and  most  cruelly  blocking  np  the  harbor  of  Boston,  in  order  to  force  this 
province  to  submission  to  such  })ower,  and  have  further  jjroceeded  to  pass 
several  acts  to  change  our  free  constitution  in  such  manner,  which,  if  effect- 
ed, will  render  our  lives  and  pro])eriies  v>  holly  insecure  :  Therefore, 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  indisputable  dut}^  of  every  American,  and  njore 
especially  in  this  province,  to  unite  in  every  virtuous  o])position  that  can  be 
devised,  in  order  to  save  ourselves  and  posterity  from  inevitable  ruin.  And, 
in  the  first  place,  we  greatly  approve  of  the  agreement  entered  and  entering 
into  through  this  and  the  neighboring  provinces,  for  the  non-consum])lion 
of  British  goods.  This,  we  apprehend,  will  have  a  tendency  to  convince 
our  brethren  in  Britain,  that  more  is  to  be  gauied  in  the  way  of  justice, 
from  our  friendship  and  affection,  than  by  extortion  and  arbitrary  i)Ower. 
We  apprehend  that  the  balance  of  our  trade  with  Britain  has  been  greatly 
in  their  favor;  that  we  can  do  much  better  without  it  thati  they  can  ;  and 
that  the  increase  of  such  trade  heretotbre,  was  greatly  occasioiied  by  the 
regard  and  affection  borne  by  the  Americans  to  their  brethren  in  Britain. 
Such  an  agreement,  if  strictly  adhered  to,  will  greatly  prevent  extravagance, 
save  our  money,  encourage  our  own  manufactures,  and  reform  our  manners. 

8.  Resolved,Thiit  those  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions,  and  com- 
mon pleas,  for  this  county,  who,  in  a  late  address  to  his  excellency  Gover- 
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iior  Gage,  aspersed  the  good  people  of  this  county,  have  thereby  discovered 
that  they  were  destitute  of  that  tender  regard  which  we  might  justly  ex- 
pect in  our  present  distressed  situation. 

Voted,  That  we  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  several  towns  in  this 
county,  (and  if  it  should  not  be  thought  too  arrogant,)  to  every  town  in  the 
province,  to  meet  and  adopt  some  w'ise,  prudent,  and  spirited  measures,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  execution  of  those  most  alarming  acts  of  parliament, 
respecting  our  constitution. 

Voted,  That  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  August  in- 
stant, to  meet  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mary  Sterues,  inidioldcr,  in  AVorcester, 
at  10  o'clock  of  the  forenoon,  and  it  was  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  August  30,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of  corresi)ondence  from  each  and  every 
town  and  district  within  the  county  of  Worcester,  convened  in  Congress,  at 
Worcester,  on  Tuesday,  the  SOtli  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1774,  there  were 
present  one  hundred  and  thirty  members,  together  with  a  number  of  dele- 
gates and  gentlemen  from  several  towns. 

William  Young,  Esq.  was  president. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  3Ir.  Chaplain  be  desired  to  attend  this  meeting,  and 
to  pray:  who  came  in,  and  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayers. 

Votedf  By  reason  of  the  straitness  of  the  j)lace,  and  the  many  attending, 
to  adjourn  to  the  county  court  house. 

The  Congress  met  in  tiie  county  court  house,  according  to  adjournment ; 
debated  on  many  things,  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  I\I. 

Afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  at  the  court  liouse. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  committee  of  nine  persons,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  public  affairs,  and  prepare  resolves  to  lay  before  tlie  con\  eiitlon. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Joseph  Henshavv,  ?dr.  Phinehas  Ileyuood,  Capt.  Lph- 
raim  Doolittle,  Capt.  Henry  King,  Mr.  Timothy  J3igelow,  iMr.  Samuel  Jen- 
nison,  Capt.  Samuel  Ward,  Mr.  Luke  Drury,  and  Capt.  Josei>h  Gilbert,  be  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chaplain  be  desired  to  attend  the  Congress  to- 
morrow. 

Voted,  Tb-dt  this  meeting  be  adjoiu-ned  till  to-morrow,  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.  to 
this  place. 
The  meeting  was  closed  ^vith  prayer. 

WEi)>£snAT,  August  31,  1774. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chaplain  open  the  meeting  with  prayer;  which 
was  done. 

Votedf  Tliat  every  person  who  speaks  in  tliis  meeting  shall  rise  up,  and, 
after  he  is  done  speaking,  shall  sit  down,  and  not  speali  more  than  twice  on 
the  same  subject,  without  obtaining  leave,  and  shall  not  speak  irrelevantly. 
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The  committee  appointed  yesterday,  returned,  and  informed  that  they 
Avere  ready  to  report  resolutions. 

The  resolves  prepared  hy  the  committee  were  read. 
Voted,  To  adjourn  to  2  o'clock,  P.  .M. 

Afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Vofed^  To  accept  of  the  introduction  of  the  resolves  brought  in  by  the 
committee,  and  the  same  were  amended. 
Voted,  Tlie  first  resolve  in  the  affirmative : 
Voted,  The  second  resolve  in  tlie  affirmative : 
J^ottd,  The  third  resolve  in  the  affirmative: 
Voted,  The  fourth  resolve  in  tlie  affirmative: 
J  o/e^/,  The  fifth  resolve  in  llie  affirmative: 
Jo/a/,  The  sixth  resolve  iu  the  affirmative: 
Voted,  Tiic  seventh  resolve  in  the  affirmative : 
Voted,  T]ie  eighth  resolve  in  the  affirmative: 

Voted,  That  the  whole  of  the  resolves  be  accepted,  which  are  as  follow : 

"Wliereas,  the  charter  of  tliis  province,  as  well  as  laws  enacted  by  virtue 
of  the  same  and  confirmed  by  royal  assent,  have  been,  by  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  least  color  of  rigiit  or  justice,  declared  in  part 
null  and  void  ;  and  in  conformity  to  an  act  of  said  parliament,  persons  arc 
appointed  to  fill  certain  offices  of  government,  in  ways  and  under  influen- 
ces, wholly  unknown  before  in  this  province,  incompatible  with  its  charter, 
and  forming  a  complete  system  of  tyranny :  and  whereas,  no  power  ou 
earth  hath  a  right,  without  the  consent  of  this  province,  to  alter  the  minu- 
test title  of  its  charter,  or  abrogate  any  act  whatsoever,  made  in  pursuance 
of  it,  and  confirmed  by  royal  assent,  or  to  constitute  officers  of  government 
in  ways  not  directed  by  charter,  and  as  we  are  assured  that  some  pfficers  of 
the  executive  courts  in  this  county,  have  officially  conducted  in  compliance 
with  and  in  conformity  to  the  late  acts  of  parliament  altering  our  free  con- 
sthutiou  ;  and  as  the  sittings  of  such  courts  may  have  a  tendency  to  affi'Ct 
the  good  people  of  this  county,  in  such  manner  as  may  insensibly  lead  them 
to  submit  to  the  chains  of  slavery  forged  by  our  enemies  ;  tlierelbre, 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
county,  by  the  best  ways  and  means,  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  respective 
courts  under  such  regulations  as  are  set  forth  in  a  late  act  of  parliament,  en- 
titled, an  act  for  regulating  the  civil  government  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  late  act  of  par- 
liament, respecting  the  courts,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  county,  to  attend,  in  person,  the  next  inferior  court  of  common  pleas 
and  general  sessions,  to  be  Iiolden  at  Worcester,  in  and  for  said  county,  on 
tlie  sixth  day  of  September  next. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns,  that  they 
choose  proper  and  suitable  officers,  and  a  suliicient  number,  to  regulate  the 
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movements  of  eacli  town,  and  j)revent  any  disorder  which  might  otherwise 
happen  ;  and  that  it  he  enjoined  on  the  inhabitants  of  each  respective  town, 
that  tliey  adhere  strictly  to  the  orders  and  directions  ol'such  oflicers. 

4.  And  whereas,  liie  courts  of  justice  will  necessarily  he  inii)eded  by  the 
opposition  to  the  said  acts  of  parliament,  therefore,  Jksolved,  that  it  be  re- 
commended to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  in  general,  and  to  those  of 
this  county  in  particular,  that  they  depute  lit  persons  to  re})rescnt  them  in 
one  general  provincial  convention,  to  be  convened  at  Concord,  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  October  next,  to  devise  })roj)cr  ways  and  means  to  resume 
our  original  mode  of  government,  Avlicrehy  the  most  dignified  servants  w  ere, 
as  tliey  ever  ought  to  be,  dependant  on  the  jteopic  fur  their  existence  as 
such;  or  some  other  which  may  appear  to  them  best  calculated  to  regain 
and  secure  our  violated  riglits.  The  justice  of  our  complaints  and  the  modes 
of  redress,  we  submit  to  the  determination  of  our  sister  colonies,  being,  in 
our  opinion,  the  only  just  tribunal  we  can  appeal  to  on  earth. 

5.  Rtsolved,  Thut  it  be  recommended,  that  such  imdioldcrs  and  retailers, 
who  shall  be  aj^probated  b}'  the  selectmen  in  their  resjieciive  towns,  contin- 
ue and  exercise  their  res})ective  functions  ;  provided,  they  strictly  adhere  to 
the  law  of  this  province  respecting  innholders  and  retailers. 

G.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns,  that  they  in- 
demnify their  constables  for  neglecting  to  return  lists  of  persons  qualified  to 
serve  as  jurors. 

7.  Resolved,  That  as  the  ordinary  course  of  justice  must  be  stayed,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  late  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  Jhitish  parliament, 
we  would  earnestly  recommend  to  every  iidiabitant  of  this  county,  to  pay 
his  just  debts  as  soon  as  may  be  possible,  without  any  di^putes  or  litiga- 
tion. 

8.  Resolved,  That  as  the  dark  and  gloomy  aspect  of  our  public  alTairs  has 
thrown  this  province  into  great  convulsions,  and  the  minds  of  the  people 
are  greatly  agitated  with  the  near  view  of  impending  ruin  ;  we  earnestly  re- 
commend to  exery  one,  and  we  engage  ourselves,  to  use  the  utmost  influ- 
ence in  suppressing  all  riotous  and  disorderly  proceedings  in  our  respective 
towns. 

It  was  Moved,  That  whereas,  it  is  generally  expected,  that  the  governor 
will  send  one  or  more  regiments  to  enforce  the  execution  i)l"the  acts  of  par- 
liament, on  the  Gth  of  September,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  county,  if  there  is  intelligence,  that  troops  are  on  their  march  to 
Worcester,  to  attend,  properly  armed,  in  order  to  repel  any  hostile  force 
which  may  be  employed  for  that  purpose.^ 

The  motion,  after  some  debate  being  withdrawn  ; 

(1)  That  the  expectation  of  the  visit  of  the  royal  troops  was  not  without  foundation,  will  appear 
by  the  following  extracts  of  the  official  despatch  of  General  Ga^e  to  the  Earl  of  JJurtmoutli,  dated, 
Salem,  August  27,  1774. 

"Since  the  unwarrantable  impeachment  of  the  cliief  justice  [Oliver,]  I  understand  he  has  never 
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Voted,  That  if  there  is  an  invasion,  or  clanger  of  an  invasion,  in  nny  town 
in  this  county,  tljcn  such  town  as  is  invaded,  or  heing  in  danger  thereof, 
shall,  by  their  corinnitlees  of  correspondence,  or  some  otlier  proper  persons, 
send  letters,  by  CApress  posts,  immediately,  to  the  committees  of  the  adjoin- 
ing towns,  who  shall  send  to  other  committees  in  the  towns  adjoining  them, 
that  they  all  come  properly  armed  and  accoutred  to  protect  and  defend  the 
place  invaded. 

Votedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  towns  in  tliis  county,  to  pay  no  re- 
gard to  the  late  act  of  parliament,  respecting  the  calling  town  meetings,  but, 
to  proceed  in  their  usual  manner  ;  and  also,  that  they  pay  no  submission  to 
any  acts  altering  our  free  constitution. 

looted,  That  it  be  reconniiended  to  each  town  of  the  county,  to  retain  in 
their  own  liands,  what  moneys  may  be  due  from  them  severally  to  the  i)rov- 
ince  treasury,  till  public  tranquillity  be  restored,  and  more  coululence  can 
be  rei)osed  in  the  first  magistrate  and  his  council. 

Voted,  To  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Doct.  William 
Paine,  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  for  the  small  pox,  to  the 
adjournment  of  this  meeting. 

Voted,  Tliat  each  member  will  purchase  at  least  two  pounds  of  powder  in 
addition  to  any  he  may  have  on  hand,  and  will  use  all  his  exertions  to  sup- 
ply his  neighbors  fully.  ^  .  ■ 

Voted,  That  tiie  members  and  delegates  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  num- 
ber of  guns  are  deficient  to  arm  the  people  in  case  of  invasion. 

taken  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  but  he  has  promised  me  to  attend  the  snperior  court  at  Boston,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  month,  and  I  hope  also,  he  will  preside  in  said  court  to  be  held  at  Worcester, 
in  September,  notwithstanding  the  threats  thrown  out  against  him.  I  have  engaged  to  meet  him  at 
Boston,  to  prevent  violence,  which,  from  the  present  system,  I  dont  expect  to  meet  with  there  ;  I 
believe,  that  I  must  attend  him  also  at  Worcester,  where  I  am  to  expect  it." 

*'  By  the  plan  lately  adopted,  forcible  opposition  and  violence  is  to  be  transferred  from  the  town 
«f  Dostoit  to  the  country." 

"  In  Worcester,  they  keep  no  terms  ;  openly  threatening  resistance  by  arms  j  have  been  pur- 
chasing arms  ;  preparing  them  ;  casting  balls  ;  and  providing  powder ;  and  threaten  to  attack  any 
troops  who  dare  to  oppose  them.  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  the  new  council,  is  afraid  to  take  his  seat  aa 
judge  of  the  inferior  court,  which  sits  at  Worcester,  on  the  6th  of  next  month  ;  and,  I  a[.prehend, 
that  1  shall  soon  be  obliged  to  march  a  body  of  troops  into  that  township,  and  perhaps  into  others, 
as  occasions  happen,  to  preserve  the  peace." 

In  reference  to  the  mandamus  councillors.  General  G.ige  writes,"  your  lordship  judged  right,  timt 
art  would  be  practised  on  tliis  occasion,  to  intimidate  and  prejudice;  even  force  was  attempted  on 
Wr.  Kugglcs,  by  a  number  of  people  collected  on  the  road,  near  Worcester,  with  intent  to  stop  him, 
but  be  made  his  way  through  them." 

On  the  second  of  September  following.  Gov.  Gage  writes  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  as  follows  ; 

"  I  came  here  to  attend  the  snperior  court,  and  with  the  intention  to  send  a  body  o(  troops  to  Wor- 
cester, to  protect  the  court  there  ;  and  if  wanted,  to  send  parties  to  the  houses  of  the  councillors  who 
dwell  in  that  county;  but  finding,  from  undouSted  authority,  that  the  flames  of  sedition  had  spread 
universally  throughout  the  country,  beyond  conception  ;  the  councillors  already  driven  away  ;  and 
that  no  court  would  proceed  on  business  ;  I  waited  the  event  of  the  sitting  of  the  superior  court  here, 
on  the  30th  ultimo  ;  the  judges  met,  but  could  get  neither  grand  nor  petit  jury." 
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Voted,  That  the  resolves  accepted  ia  this  convention,  and  the  vote  about 
town  meetings,  be  signed  by  tlie  chairman  and  clerk,  and  i)rintcd. 

Voted,  Tiiat  tlie  Eev.  Mr.  Chaplain  be  requested  to  close  tlie  meeting  with 
prayer. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  next, 
then  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Timotliy  Bigclow,  in  AVorccster,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  G,  1774. 
The  committees  of  correspondence  and  delegates  of  the  several  towns, 
met  in  convention,  at  the  house  of  INlr.  Timothy  Bigelow,  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

The  Rev.  JMr.  Chaplain  opened  tlic  meeting  with  prayer. 
Voted,  As  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that  the  court  should  not  sit  OJi 
any  terms. 

Voted,  That  the  several  committees  inform  the  people  of  their  respective 
towns,  of  this  vote  of  the  convention,  and,  that  they  choose  one  man  from 
each  company,  as  a  committee  to  wait  on  tlie  judges  to  irjform  them  of  the 
resolution  to  stop  the  courts  sitting,  if  the  people  concur  therein. 

Voted,  That  the  body  of  the  people  in  this  county  now  in  town,  assemble 
on  the  common.i 

Voted,  To  choose  a  conmiittce  of  three  persons  to  inquire  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  towns,  how  long  it  will  be  before  they  make  the  determination  of 
the  body  of  the  people  respecting  the  courts,  known  to  the  judges,  and  to 
inform  tlie  convention  thereof. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  to  the  green  beyond  JMr.  Salisbury's,  where  the  conven- 
tion proceeded. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  three,  viz.:  Capt.  Mandell,  Deacon  Rawson, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Jennison,  be  a  committee  to  inform  the  grand  jurors  of  the 
determination  of  the  county  as  to  the  courts  being  held. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  to  the  court  house  at  two  o'clock,  P.  JM. 

Afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  again  adjourned  to  the  green,  to  attend 
the  body  of  the  people. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  committee  of  three  persons  to  proceed  to  wait  on  the 
committees  of  the  towns,  to  inquire  the  occasion  of  ilie  delay  of  the  judges 
in  making  their  appearance  before  the  body  of  the  people. 

Voted,  That  three  persons  be  chosen  a  committee,  to  acquaint  John  Chand- 
ler, Esq.,  and  the  other  protesters,  that  they  must  follow  after  the  judges 

<l)  On  the  invitation  of  the  convention,  the  people  of  tho  county  had  assembled  to  the  number 
of  about  six  thousand.  The  companies  of  the  several  tow  ns  were  under  officers  of  their  own  elec- 
tion, and  marched  in  military  order.  Having  been  formed  in  two  lines,  when  the  arrangements 
were  completed,  the  royalist  justices,  and  officers,  wore  compelled  to  pass  through  the  ranks, 
pausing,  at  intervals,  to  read  their  declarations  of  submission  to  tlie  public  will.  At  evening,  finding 
that  no  troops  were  on  their  way  to  su?tain  the  judicial  tiibunals,  whose  constitution  had  been  cor- 
rupted by  the  act  of  parliament,  the  great  assembly  dispersed  peacefully. 
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tliroiidi  the  ranges  of  the  body  of  the  people;  that  they  go  immediately 
atler  the  judges,  and  read  their  recantations.l 

Voted,  TJiat  the  thanks  of  the  convention  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clmp- 
lain,  for  his  attendance  with  them. 

.  T'oUd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  miHtary  officers  in  this  county,  that 
they  resign  their  commissions  to  the  colonels  of  the  respective  regiments. 

Voted,  That  the  field  officers  resign  their  offices,  and  publiili  their  resig- 
nations in  all  the  l>oston  newspapers. 

Voted,  That  it  be  reconmicuded  to  the  several  towns  of  the  county,  to 
choose  proper  officers  for  the  military  of  the  tov,n,  and  a  sutlicient  number. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  of  this 
county,  that  they  provide  themselves,  immediately,  with  one  or  more  field 
pieces,  mounted  and  fitted  for  use  ;  and  also  a  suflicient  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition for  the  same  ;  and  that  the  officers  appoint  a  suitable  number  of  men, 
out  of  their  respective  companies,  to  manage  said  field  pieces. 

Voted,  To  take  notice  of  those  justices  of  the  hiferior  court  of  common 
pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  of  this  county,  who  aspersed  the 
people  in  a  late  address  to  Gov.  Gage.- 

(1)  lorty-tluce  of  the  royulist  inhabitants  of  Worcester,  had  made  tlieir  protest  against  the  pa- 
triotic resolutions  of  that  town.  Tliis  protest  having  been  entered  on  the  municipal  records,  by  the 
clerk,  w  ithout  authority,  he  was  subsequently  compelled,  in  open  meeting,  to  obliterate  the  docu- 
ment ;  the  work  of  the  pen  not  being  effectual  in  destroying  its  former  traces,  his  fingers  were  dip- 
ped in  ink,  and  drawn  over  the  page,  which  still  remains  in  the  town  book,  entirely  illegible.  Jlost 
of  the  subscribers  of  the  loyal  paper  were  forced  to  sign  recantations  of  their  expressed  opinion.  To 
tJiese  persons  the  vote  in  the  text  refers. 

(2)  The  address  of  the  justices  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  was  presented  June  21,  1774,  and 
vith  the  answer  of  Governor  Gage,  follows : 

To  ki<  EzccUcncy  Thomas  Ga^e,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  prov- 
ince ofMassachusitt.r  Bay,  in  ,Vcw  England. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  : — The  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and 
justices  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  held  at  Worcester,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June, 
1774,  beg  leave,  at  our  first  session,  after  your  safe  arrival,  to  congratulate  your  excellency  thereon, 
and  also,  on  your  appointment  to  the  most  important  office  of  first  magistrate  in  this  province;  in 
full  confidence,  from  the  amiable  character  your  excellency  has  obtained  in  your  otlier  impor- 
tant departments  in  America,  you  will  ever  delight  in  promoting  the  good  of  this  government. 
We  find  a  peculiar  difficulty  in  expressing  the  distress  of  our  minds  relating  to  the  unhappy 
circumstances  of  this  province  at  this  time  ;  and  can,  with  sincerity,  say,  that  we  have  no  doubt, 
from  your  well  known  character,  you  will  do  all  that  is  in  your  power,  to  extricate  us  out  of  our 
distresses,  in  every  way  consistent  with  the  true  interest  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  which 
we  hold  inseparable.  And  we  do  bear  our  testimony  against  all  riots,  routs,  combinatioas,  and  un- 
warrantable resolves,  which,  we  apprehend,  liave  been  the  unhappy  occasion  of  many  of  our  trou- 
bles. And  as  there  are  now  circulating  through  this  province,  certain  intianimatory  pieces,  signed 
by  order  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Boston  ;  and  in  this  county,  by  order  of 
certain  persons,  calling  themselves  a  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  di- 
rected to  the  several  towns  in  the  county,  stimulating  the  people  to  break  off  all  connexion  with 
Great  Britain,  which  have  still  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  aflectiona  of  the  people  of  this  province 
and  county  from  the  mother  country,  and  create  discord  and  confusion,  we  do  assure  vour  excel- 
lency, that  we  will  do  every  thing  in  our  power,  to  discountenance  such  proceedings,  and  support 
the  execution  of  the  law  s,  and  render  your  excellency's  administration  successful  and  prosperous. 


To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  answer: 
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Voted,  Tiiat  three  persons  be  a  committee  to  require  the  committee  of  the 
day,  to  make  report  to  tlie  convention,  of  their  ])roccodings  with  the  judges. 

Voted,  That  the  principals  in  the  protest  reading  tlieir  recantation,  shall 
be  accepted  for  all  those  who  signed  the  recantation. 

Voted,  That  four  men  be  desired  to  attend,  in  addition  to  those  who  are 
to  walk  v\  ith  Col.  Gardner  Chandler,  sheriff  of  the  county,  through  the  rang- 
es of  the  people. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  officers  of  each  company  of  the 
people  assembled,  to  keep  good  order :  enjoin  it  on  their  men  not  to  do  the 
least  damage  to  any  person's  property  :  but  to  march  quietly  home :  and 
that  the  convention  have  nothing  further  to  lay  before  them. 

Voted,  That  Deacon  Rawson,  Mr.  Asa  Whitcomb,  and  Doct.  Crosby,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  a  number  of  justices,  to  give  them  an  opportimity  to 
sign  the  declaration,  which  has  been  signed  by  the  justices  and  officers  of 
the  inferior  court,  and  is  as  follows : 

Worcester,  Sept.  6,  1774. 
Worcester,  ss.    The  justices  of  the  inferior  court,  and  justices  of  the 
court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  to  the 
people  of  the  county,  now  assembled  at  Worcester : 

Gentlemen  : — You  having  desired,  and  even  insisted  upon  it,  that  all  ju- 
dicial proceedings  be  stayed  by  the  justices  of  the  court  appointed  this  day, 
by  law,  to  be  held  at  Worcester,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester, on 
account  of  the  unconstitutional  act  of  the  British  parliament,  respecting  the 
administration  of  justice  in  this  province,  which,  if  effected,  will  reduce 
the  inhabitants  thereof  to  mere  arbitrary  power ;  we  do  assure  you,  that  we 
will  stay  all  such  judicial  proceedings  of  said  courts,  and  will  not  endeavor 
to  put  said  act  into  execution. 

Thomas  Steel,        Ezra  Taylor, 
Joseph  Wilder,       John  Caldwell, 
Artemas  Ward,      Ephraim  Wilson, 
Timothy  Paine,        Sa.vuel  ^Vilder, 
John  Chandler,       Joshua  Upham, 
Daniel  IIenshaw,     John  Chandler,  Jr., 
Abel  Willard,        Daniel  Oliver, 
Charles  Brig  ham,    Joseph  Dorr, 
Robert  Goddard,    Ezra  Houghton, 
Frakcis  Whipple,   Nathan  Tyler, 
Joshua  Willard,  Justices. 

Ge!ttlemen: — I  return  you  my  most  sincere  and  liearty  thanks  for  your  very  affectionate  and 
truly  patriotic  address. 

Your  disavowal  of  the  malevolent  labors  of  a  desperate  faction,  who,  by  raising  groundless  fears 
and  jealousies,  and  using  every  sort  of  artifice  and  fraud,  endeavor  to  delude  and  intimidate  the 
people,  and  to  create  in  them  an  aversion  and  enmity  tow  ards  their  brethren  in  Great  Britain,  is  a 
proof  that  you  hold  sentiments  the  most  friendly  to  your  country. 

May  your  designs  to  discountenance  such  proceedings,  meet  with  all  the  success  that  every  real 
patriot  must  hope  and  wish  for  ;  and  I  will,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  advance  so  laudable  a  work,  w  iiicli 
alone  can  give  peace  and  happiness  to  the  province,  and  restore  the  union  so  necessary  to  be  ce- 
mented with  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  • 
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^\>,  the  officers  of  tlie  couit,  do,  for  ourselves,  give  the  people  the  same 
assurauces  above. 

Gard.nf.r  Chandler,  »S7te?T^. 
lluFCs  Chandler, 
John  Spraguf, 

Nathaniel  Chandler,  Attorneys. 

Voted,  To  clioose  a  committee  of  nine  persons,  to  draw  up  a  lorm  of  a 
vote  for  administering  justice,  and  to  protect  the  justices  in  tlie  execution  of 
their  oflices. 

Voted^  That  Cajit.  Ward,  Capt.  Hensha\v,  Deacon  Kawson,  Joseph  Whee- 
ler, Samuel  Jcnni.^on,  Lieut.  Joseph  Eaker,  Capt.  iMandell,  Timothy  Jjige- 
low,  and  Lieut.  Jonathan  Ilolman,  be  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

I'otcJ,  That  the  above  conmiitlce  be  appointed  to  confer  ^vith  the  justices 
of  the  county,  to-morrow  morning. 

J'ofed,  That  the  consideration  of  the  justices'  address  to  Governor  Gage, 
be  committed  to  the  same  committee, 

Votedj  To  adjourn  till  to-morrow,  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Wednesday,  September  7,  1774.* 
The  convention  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  accept  of  the  acknowledgment  made  by  Thomas  Steel,  Joseph 
Wilder,  Timothy  Paine,  John  Chandler,  Abel  Willard,  and  Joshua  Upham, 
Esquires,  for  aspcmng  the  people  of  this  county  in  a  late  address  to  Gov- 
ernor Gage. 

}  'oted,  That  the  justices  who  addressed  Governor  Gage  at  the  last  session 
of  the  court,  bo  brought  before  the  convention,  and  make  and  sign  a  decla- 
ration, in  writTTiff,  of  ihe  inadvertence  of  their  proceedings  :  which  is  done, 
and  the  declaration  is  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  committees  in  convention  have  expressed  their  uneasiness 
to  a  number  of  the  justices  of  the  common  pleas  and  general  sessions,  now 
present  in  the  convention,  who,  in  an  address  to  Governor  Gage,  at  their 
session  in  June  last,  aspersed  the  people  of  this  county  ;  those  justices,  in 
the  presence  of  the  convention,  frankly  declare  that  they  precipitately  enter- 
ed into  the  measure  ;  they  are  sorry  for  it ;  and  they  disclaim  an  intention 
to  injure  the  character  of  any;  and  were  the  same  measure  agaui  proposed, 
they  should  reject  it. 

Thomas  Steel,         Duncan  Campbell, 
Joseph  Wilder,       Jedediah  Marcy, 
Timothy  Paine,        Francis  Whipple, 
John  Chandler,       Ezra  Houghton, 
Abel  Willard,        Isaac  Barnard, 
Joshua  Upham, 


The  committee  on  the  administration  of  justice,  and  respecting  the  offices 
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of  probate  and  sheriff,  made  a  report,  ^vlJich  was  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Whereas,  the  late  act  of  parliament  respecting  the  province,  is  evidently 
designed  to  prevent  any  civil  officers  holding  tiieir  places  by  virtue  of  the 
charter  of  this  province,  thereby  interrupting  the  course  of  justice,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  have  civil  ofBcers  till  further  provision  can  be  made :  tliere- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  this  count}'',  who  were  in  said 
office  on  the  last  day  of  June  past,  except  Timothy  Ruggles,  John  Murray, 
and  James  Putnam,  Esquires,  be  hereby  desired  to  act  in  said  offices,  as 
single  justices,  except  in  judicial  proceedings  merely  civil:  also,  that  the 
judge  of  probate,  sheriffs,  and  coroners,  who  were  in  office  on  the  last  day 
of  June  past,  exercise  their  respective  offices  till  the  rising  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  proposed  to  sit  at  Concord,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October 
next,  notwithstanding  any  proposed  su])ersedeas  that  may  be  sent  to  them, 
or  any  of  them,  or  any  proclamation  designed  to  prevent  them  from  hold- 
ing and  exercising  their  said  olfices.  And  avc,  hereby,  also  recommend,  to 
the  people  of  this  county,  that  they  consider  and  treat  them  as  being  in 
their  said  offices,  and  support  and  defend  them  in  the  execution  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  lu^vs  of  this  province. 

Voted,  To  put  the  laws  in  execution  respecting  pedlars  and  chapmen. 
Voted,  That  the  Norfolk  exercise  be  adopted. 

Voted,  To  take  notice  of  Mr.  Samuel  Paine,  assistant  clerk,  for  sending 
out  venires. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Jennison  go  to  Mr.  Samuel  Paine  forthwith,  and 
desire  his  immediate  attendance  before  this  body,  to  answer  for  his  sending 
venires  to  the  constables,  commanding  their  compliance  with  the  late  act  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Paine  appeared,  and  stated  that  he  felt  bound  by  the  duty  of  his  office 
to  comply  with  the  act. 

Voted,  That  iMr.  Paine  has  not  given  satislaction,  and  that  he  be  allowed 
to  consider  till  the  adjournment  of  this  mcciing. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  till  the  20th  of  Sejjtember  instant,  to  meet  at  the  court 
house,  in  Worcester,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  JM.i 

(1)  On  the  day  following  the  adjournment  of  the  county  convention,  a  meeting  of  the  black- 
eniithd  of  the  county  of  Worcester  was  held.  Tlieir  resolutions,  which  were  published  in  a  hand- 
bill, and  subscribed  by  forty-three  persons,  follow : 

Whereas,  at  a  nieetin^  of  the  delegates  from  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Middlesex,  and  Essex, 
•with  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  behalf  of  the  county  of  tsuffoik, 
holden  at  Boston  the  2Cth  day  of  August,  1T74,  it  was  rosohe<! — That  all  such  oflicers  or  private 
persons  as  have  given  sufficient  proof  of  their  enmity  to  the  people  and  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try, should  be  held  in  contempt,  and  that  those  Avho  are  connected  with  them  ought  to  separate 
from  them :  laborers  to  shun  their  vineyards ;  merchants,  husbandmen,  and  others,  to  withhold  their 
commerce  and  supplies  : 

In  compliance,  therefore,  to  a  resolution  of  so  respectable  a  hoi\y  as  aforesaid,  so  reasonable  in  its 
contents,  and  so  necessary  at  this  distressing  day  of  trial,  we,  the  subscribers,  being  deeply  impress- 
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September  20,  J  774. 

TJie  convention  met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  ^vas  opened  with 
pniyers. 

Voted,  To  defer  the  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  adjoiu-ning  to  the 
superior  court,  for  the  present. 

Voted,  That  the  sherilF  send  out  precepts  to  the  towns  for  the  cLoice  of 
representatives. 

J'oted,  That  Capt.  Joseph  Hensliaw,  Capt.  Tlionias  Denny,  Capt.  Whit- 
comb,  iMr.  Timothy  liigelow,  and  Capt.  Tyler,  be  a  committee,  to  report  in 
rehition  to  giving  instructions  to  the  representatives. 

/o/t  J,  Tiiat  the  same  committee  take  into  consideration  the  choice  of 
field  ofliccrs. 

looted,  As  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that  the  slieriff  adjourn  tlic  su- 
perior court  appointed  by  hiw  to  be  hehl  this  day,  and  that  lie  retain  such 
as  are,  or  may  be  committed  as  criminals,  in  his  custody,  until  they  have  a 
trial. 

Voted,  That  the  plan  for  militaiy  organization  be  recommitted  to  the 
same  connniltee  who  have  reported,  to  make  further  additions  and  amend- 
ments. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  A,  M. 

ed  with  a  sense  of  our  duty  to  our  country,  paternal  aflection  for  our  children  and  unborn  millions,  as 
also  for  our  personal  rights  and  liliertic?,  solemnly  covenant,  agree  and  engage  to  and  with  each  otiier, 
that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December,  1774,  we  will  not,  according  to  the  best  of  our  knowl- 
edge, any  or  cither  of  us,  nor  any  person  by  our  directions,  order  or  approbation,  for  or  under  any  or 
cither  of  us,  do  or  perform,  any  blacksmitii's  work,  or  business  of  any  kind  whatever,  for  any  per- 
eon  or  persons  whom  we  esteem  enemies  to  this  country,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  tories, 
viz. :  all  councillors  in  this  province  appointed  by  mandamus,  who  have  not  publicly  resigned  said 
office,  also  every  person  who  addressed  Governor  Hutchinson  on  his  departure  from  this  province, 
who  has  not  publicly  recanted:  also  every  officer  exercising  authority  by  virtue  of  any  commissioa 
tending  to  carry  any  of  the  late  oppressive  acts  of  parliament  into  execution  in  America  :  and, 
in  particular,  we  will  not  do  any  work  for'Timothy  Ruggles  of  Hardwick,  John  Murray  of  Rutland, 
and  Jamrs  Putnam  of  Worcester,  Esquires:  nor  for  any  person  or  persons  cultivating,  liliiug,  im- 
proving, dressing,  hiring,  or  occupying  any  of  their  lands  or  tenements.  Also,  we  agree  to  refuse 
our  work  of  every  kind,  as  aforesaid,  to  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  shall  not  have  signed 
the  non-consumption  agreeement,  or  have  entered  into  a  similar  contract  or  engagement,  or  that 
shall  not  strictly  conform  to  the  association  or  covenant  agreed  upon  and  signed  by  the  dj/itinental 
Congress  lately  convened  at  Philadelphia. 

We  further  agree,  that  we  will  not  do  any  work  for  any  mechanic,  tradesman,  laborer,  or  others, 
that  shall  work  for,  or  in  any  ways,  or  by  any  means  whatever,  aid,  assist,  or  promote  the  business, 
or  pecuniary  advantage,  pleasures  or  profits  of  any  the  said  enemies  to  this  country. 

Jiciohed,  That  all  lawful  ways  and  means  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
of  this  province,  to  discountenance  all  our  inveterate  political  enemies  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 
Therefore,  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all  denominations  of  artilicers,  that  they  call  :.ieetings  of 
their  respective  craftsmen  in  their  several  counties,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  enter  into  associations 
and  agreements  for  said  purposes  :  and  that  all  husbandmen,  laborers,  &.c.  do  the  like  :  and  that 
whoever  shall  be  guilty  of  any  breach  of  any  or  eitlier  of  the  articles  or  agreements,  be  held  by  us 
in  contempt,  as  enemies  to  our  common  rights. 

ROSS  WY.MAN,  Chairman, 

Timothy  Big  Clerk. 
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September  21,  1774. 
The  convention  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer. 

A  paper  was  sent  by  iMr.  Samuel  Paine,  clerk  of  the  inferior  court,  which 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  several  gentlemen  of  the  commitfecs  of  correspondence  for  the  county  of 
JForccsltr,  now  convened  in  JVorcesitr. 

Gentlemen  : — I  thouglit  I  gave  you  all  the  satisfaction,  relative  to  my 
issuing  the  warrants,  at  your  last  meeting,  which  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected:  still,  you  have  demanded  of  mc  more.  As  I  consiilcred  myself,  in 
that  matter,  as  acting  merely  officially,  and,  as  such,  had  no  right  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  act  of  parliament,  and  my  issuing 
the  warrants  gave  the  people,  who  were  the  only  judges,  an  opportunity  to 
determine  for  themselves  whether  they  should  be  comj)lied  with  or  not, 
upon  this  representation,  I  hope  I  shall  stand  fair  in  the  eye  of  my  country- 
men. Should  not  this  be  a  snllicient  excuse  lor  m.c,  you  must  know,  gen- 
tlemen, that  1  was  regularly  appointed  clerk  of  the  })cace  lor  this  county,  l)y 
the  justices,  in  September  last,  and,  as  the  said  justices  of  the  court  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace,  as  well  as  the  inferior  court  of  coniinon  pleas 
for  this  county,  w  hose  servant  I  am,  on  the  sixth  day  of  September  current, 
did  give  assurance  to  the  body  of  the  people  of  this  county,  then  assembled 
at  Worcester,  that  they  would  not  endeavor  to  put  said  act  in  execution,  so, 
gentlemen,  I  give  you  the  same  assurance. 

Your  devoted  servant, 

SAMUEL  PAINE. 

Voted,  That  the  paper  sent  by  i\lr.  Paine  is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  the 
same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Joseph  Henshaw,  Mr.  Bigelow  and  Mr.  Doolittle, 
who  reported,  after  some  time,  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  convention  referred  the  consideration  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  them,  signed  Samuel  Paine,  have  had  the  same  before 
them,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  letter  appears  to  have  been  WTitten  by  a  young  man,  who,  by  his 
coimections,  has  lately  started  into  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  sessions  and 
inferior  court,  through  the  indulgence  of  the  bench  of  justices.  The  letter 
is  affrontive  to  tlie  convention,  and  in  no  respect  answers  their  reasonable 
requi^sitions.  Considering  the  person  who  w  rote  it,  the  committee  arc  of 
opinion,  it  is  of  too  small  importance  to  be  noticed  any  further  by  the 
convention,  and  therefore  reconnnend,  that  said  letter  be  dismissed,  and  the 
person  treated  with  all  neglect. 

JJy  order  of  the  committee, 

JOSEPH  HENSHAW,  Chairman. 
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I'otcd,  To  take  notice  of  Mr.  Sherifi^  Cljandler,  for  carrying  an  address  to 
Governor  Gage,  and  that  a  committee  wait  on  him,  and  request  his  attend- 
ance before  this  body,  forthwith. 

Voted,  That  Doct.  Dunsmore,  IMr.  Drury,  and  IMr.  Clapp,  be  a  eommittee 
to  inform  the  sheriff  of  this  vote  of  the  convention  respecting  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Sheriff  came  in,  and  presented  the  following  declaration,  which  was 
accepted: 

Whereas,  the  convention  of  committees  have  expressed  their  uneasiness 
to  the  sheriff  of  this  count}',  now  present  before  the  convention,  for  pre- 
senting, ^viih  others,  aa  address  to  Governor  Gage,  he  frankly  declares  it 
>vas  iJfecijiitateiy  done  by  him:  that  he  is  soriy  for  it:  and  disclaims  an  in- 
tention to  do  any  thing  against  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  : 
and,  had  he  known  it  would  have  given  ofience,  he  would  not  have  present- 
ed said  address. 

GARDINER  CHANDLER, 

llesolved^  That  as  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice  will  be  stayed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  I3ritish  parliament, 
"we  would  earnestly  recommend  to  every  inliabitant  of  this  county,  to  pay 
his  just  debts,  as  soon  as  possible,  without  any  dispute  or  litigation,  "and  if 
any  disputes  concerning  debts  or  trespasses  should  arise,  whicli  cannot  be 
settled  by  tJie  parties,  Ave  recommend  it  to  them  to  submit  all  such  causes 
to  arbitration  ;  and  if  the  parties,  or  either  of  them,  shall  refuse  to  do  so, 
they  ought  to  be  considered  as  co-operating  with  the  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try." 

The  committee  on  instructions  submitted  their  report,  which  was  accept- 
ed, and  is  as  follows: 

~  RtsoIvexJ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts,  tliat 
they  instruct  their  representatives,  who  may  be  chosen  to  meet  at  Salem,  in 
October  next,  absolutely  to  refuse  to  be  sworn  by  any  officer  or  officers,  but 
8uch  as  are  or  may  be  appointed  according  to  the  constitution,  or  to  act  as 
one  branch  of  the  legislature  in  concert  w  ith  any  others,  except  such  as  are, 
or  may  be  a])pointed,  according  to  the  charter  of  this  province  :  and  that 
they  refuse  to  give  theii*  attendance  at  Boston,  Avhile  the  tow  n  is  invested 
with  troops  and  ships  of  war :  and  should  there  be  any  thing  to  prevent 
tlieir  acting  with  such  a  governor  and  council  as  is  expressly  set  fonh  in 
tlie  charter,  that  they  immediately  repair  to  tlie  town  of  Concord,  and  there 
join  in  a  provincial  congress,  Avith  such  other  members  as  are  or  may  be 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  to  act  and  determine  on  such  measures  as  they 
shall  judge  to  be  proper  to  extricate  this  colony  out  of  the  present  unhap- 
py circumstances. 

Voted,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
this  county,  that  they  provide  themselves  immediately  with  one  or  more 
field  pieces,  mounted  and  fitted  for  use,  and  also,  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
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ammiiDitlon  for  the  same,  aiul  tliat  the  officers  appoint  a  suilahle  number  of 
men,  out  of  their  respective  companies,  to  manage  said  lie]  J  j)ieccs. 

Whereas,  the  j^eople  of  this  county  are  under  solemn  obligations  not  to 
purchase  any  goods  imported  from  Groat  Jh'itain,  after  the  hist  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1774,  which  they  determine  sacredly  to  adhere  to,  imtil  our  many 
grievances  be  redressed,  tlierefore,  litsolvcd,  that  it  be  recommended,  and 
we  do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  committees  of  correspondence  or  se- 
lectmen, m  the  several  seaport  towns  in  this  ])rovince,  to  appoint,  or  cause 
to  be  apj)ointed,  committees  to  inspect  the  imports  that  have  been,  or  shall 
be  made,  since  the  last  day  of  August,  albresaid,  and  publisli  all  such  in  the 
13oston  newspapers,  with  the  names  of  the  importers,  tliat  so  we  may  care- 
fully avoid  all  such  persons  in  our  dealings  for  the  future. 

VoU(U  To  choose  a  standing  committee  for  the  county,  to  correspond  with 
the  committees  of  correspondence  for  the  several  counties,  and  elsewhere, 
as  they  sliall  think  proper ;  also,  to  prepare  matter  to  lay  before  this  body  at 
their  several  meetings ;  to  give  the  earliest  intelligence  to  the  several  com- 
mittees of  any  new  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  call  a  county 
congressional  convention  at  any  time,  as  occasion  may  require. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  committees  of  correspondence  for  the  towns  of  Worces- 
ter and  Leicester,  be  a  committee  for  the  above  purpose,  and  that  Messrs. 
Thomas  Denny,  Joseph  Henshaw,  and  Joshua  Bigelow,  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

As  the  several  regiments  in  tliis  county  are  large  and  inconvenient,  by  the 
increase  of  its  inhabitants  since  the  first  settlement  of  said  regiments,  there- 
fore. Voted,  that  the  county  be  divided  into  seven  distinct  regiments,  in  the 
following  manner,  to  wit : 

First — Worcester,  Leicester,  Ilolden,  Spencer,  Paxton. 

Second — Sutton,  Oxford,  Stui-bridge,  Charlton,  Dudley. 

Third — Lancaster,  Dolton,  Harvard,  Lunenburg,  Leominster,  Fitchburg, 
Ashburnham,  Westminster. 

Fourth — Brookfield,  Western,  Braintree,  Hard  wick,  Oakham. 

Fifth — Rutland,  Hutchinson,  Petersham,  Athol,  Templeton,  Winchendon, 
Royalston,  Ilubardston,  Princeton. 

Sixth — Southborough,  Westborough,  Northborough,  Shrewsbur}-,  Grafton . 

Seventh — Mendon,  Uxbridge,  Nortlibridge,  Upton,  Douglas. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  to 
choose  proper  military  officers,  and  a  sutlicient  number  for  each  town,  and 
that  the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  ensigns,  who  are  chosen  by  the  people  in 
each  regiment,  do  convene,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October  next,  at 
some  convenient  place  in  each  regiment,  and  choose  their  field  officers  to 
command  the  militia  until  they  be  constitutionally  appointed,  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  officers  in  each  town  of  the  county,  to  enlist  one  third 
of  the  men  of  their  respective  towns,  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age, 
to  be  ready  to  act  at  a  minute's  warning;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  each 
town  in  the  county,  to  choose  a  sufficient  nund)er  of  nien  as  a  committee  to 
supply  and  support  those  troops  that  shall  move  on  any  emergency. 
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Voted,  That  it  be  recoinmended  to  the  company  oflicers  of  the  minute 
men,  to  meet  at  Worcester,  on  the  17tli  of  October  next,  at  ten  o'clock  of 
the  forenoon,  to  proportion  their  own  regiments,  and  choose  as  many  field 
officers  as  they  shall  think  necessary. 

Voted^  That  it  be  recornmemled  to  the  justices  of  the  county,  that  they 
liberate  any  persons  confined  in  jail  for  debt,  who  arc  entitled  to  such  liber- 
ation by  the  laws  of  the  province. 

Voted,  That  Cajjt.  Josei)h  lienshaw.  Colonel  Thomas  Denny,  and  Capt. 
Willard  .Moore,  be  a  committee  to  present  the  following  remonstrance,  in 
behalf  of  this  convention,  to  his  Excellency  General  Gage. 

7'o  his  Excellcnnj  Tliomns  Gage,  Esq.,  ^-c.  ^'C, 

The  people  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  being  earnestly  solicitous  for  the 
peace  and  \\  elfare  of  the  province  in  general,  cannot  view  the  measures  now 
pursuing  by  your  excellency,  but  with  increasing  jealousy,  as  they  appre- 
hend there  has  not  existed,  and  docs  not  at  present  exist,  any  just  occasion 
for  the  Ibrmidable  hostile  preparations  making  on  the  neck  leading  to  our 
distressed  capital. 

It  is  a  matter  of  such  notoriety,  that  your  excellency  must  be  sensible, 
there  was  not  the  least  opposition  made  to  obstruct  the  introduction  of  the 
king's  troops  at  their  first  landing,  nor  have  the  peojde,  since  that  time,  dis- 
covered any  intention  to  disturb  them,  till  your  excellency  was  pleased  to 
order  the  seizure  of  the  powder  in  the  arsenal  at  Charlestown,  in  a  private 
manner,  which  occasioned  the  report  that  a  skirmish  had  happened  between 
a  party  of  the  kijig's  troops  and  the  people  at  Cambridge,  in  which  several 
of  the  latter  fell.  This  caused  the  people  to  form  and  march  from  divers 
parts  of  the  country  ;  but  no  sooner  had  the  report  proved  false,  than  they 
returned  peaceably  to  their  homes. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province  in  general,  and  of  the  town  of  Boston,  have 
never  jiiven  cause  for  those  cruel  and  arbitrary  acts,  for  blockading  their  har- 
bor and  subverting  the  charter  by  altering  the  civil  government  of  tiie  prov- 
ince, which,  however,  this  people  are  determined,  by  the  divine  favor,  never 
to  submit  to,  but  with  their  lives,  notwithstanding  they  are  aggrieved  at  the 
king's  displeasure  against  them,  through  the  instigation  of  traitorous  and  de- 
signing men. 

This  county  finds  it  difficult  to  comprehend  the  motives  for  the  present 
liostile  parade,  unless  it  be  in  consequence  of  some  preconcerted  })lan  to 
subject  the  already  distressed  town  of  Boston  to  mean  compliances  or  mili- 
tary contributions.  They  are  equally  at  a  loss  to  account  for  your  excellen- 
cy's conduct  towards  the  county  of  Sufllblk,  as  in  your  answer  to  their  ad- 
dress, remonstrating  against  fortifying  the  only  avenue  to  the  town,  which, 
by  that  means,  may,  in  some  future  time,  be  improved  to  cut  oft'tlie  commu- 
nication between  town  and  coimtry,  and  thereby  reduce  the  miserable  in- 
habitants to  the  greatest  straits;  your  excellency  is  pleased  in  answer  to  ob- 
serve, that  you  had  not  made  it  easier  to  eftect  this,  than  what  nature  has 
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made  it;  if  so,  the  county  cannot  conceive,  why  this  expense  and  damage 
of  the  town  to  no  purpose;  your  excellency  is  hkewise  pleased  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  general  good  behavior  of  the  soldiers,  but  at  the  same  time  pass 
over  that  part  complaining  of  the  detention  of  private  property,  and  pro- 
ceed to  answer  by  way  of  quere,  to  which  you  would  not  permit  a  reply. 
This  county  are  constrained  to  observe,  they  apprehend  the  j)eople  justifia- 
ble in  providing  for  their  own  defence,  while  they  understood  there  was  no 
passing  the  neck  without  examination,  the  cannon  at  tha  north  battery 
spiked  up,  and  many  places  searched,  where  arms  and  anmumition  were 
suspected  to  be,  and  if  Ibund,  seized  ;  yet,  as  the  people  have  never  acted  of- 
fensively, nor  discovered  any  disposition  so  to  do,  till  as  above  related,  the 
county  apprehends  this  can  never  justify  the  seizure  of  private  property. 

It  is  with  great  anxiety  this  county  observes  the  wanton  exercise  of  pow- 
er hi  the  officers  of  the  customs  at  Salem,  and  on  board  the  king's  ships,  re- 
specting the  article  of  fuel,  destined  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
who  are  obliged  to  have  it  with  the  additional  charge  of  landing  and  relad- 
ing  at  Salem,  before  it  can  proceed  ;  when  your  excellency  must  be  sensible, 
the  act,  which  is  the  i)rofcssed  rule  of  conduct,  ex}»iessly  excepts  fuel  and 
victuals,  which  may  be  brought  to  Boston  by  taking  on  board  one  or  more 
officers,  without  the  aforesaid  charge,  while  that  destined  for  the  troops  pro- 
ceeds direct,  free  from  the  same.  There  are  many  other  things  which  bear  ex- 
tremely hard  on  the  inhabitants,  wliilc  they  arc  prohibited  Irom  transport- 
ing the  smallest  articles  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  another,  water-borne, 
without  danger  of  a  seizure,  or  to  get  hay,  cattle,  d:c.,  from  any  of  the 
islands,  notwithstanding  there  is  no  other  way  of  transportation. 

Your  excellency,  we  apprehend,  must  have  been  greatly  misinformed  of 
the  character  of  this  peoi)le,  to  suppose  such  severities  tend  either  to  a  sub- 
mission to  the  acts,  or  reconciliation  with  the  troops;  and  the  county  are 
sorry  to  find  the  execution  of  the  acts  attempted  with  an  higher  hand  tlian 
was  intended,  unless  the  acts  themselves  should  be  thought  too  lenienL 

Bringing  into  the  town  a  number  of  cannon  from  Castle-William  ;  sending 
for  a  further  reinforcement  of  troops,  with  other  concurring  circumstances, 
.strongly  indicating  some  dangerous  design;  have  justly  excited  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  apprehensions  of  the  most  alarming  nature,  and  the  authors 
must  be  held  accountable  for  all  the  blood  and  carnage  made  in  conse- 
quence thereof  Therefore,  this  county,  in  duty  to  God,  their  country, 
themselves,  and  posterity,  do  remonstrate  to,  and  earnestly  desire  your  ex- 
cellency, as  you  regard  the  service  of  the  king,  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
the  province,  to  desist  from  any  further  hostile  j)reparations,  and  give  the 
people  assurance  thereof,  by  levelling  the  entrenchments  and  dismantling 
the  fortifications,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  satisfy  their  doubts,  and  re- 
store that  confidence  so  essential  to  their  quiet,  and  his  majesty's  scn  ice. 

By  order  of  the  convention  of  committees  for  the  county  of  Worcester. 

JOSEPH  IlENSHAW,  Chainiian. 

Attest,   WiLLiA3i  Henshaw,  Clerk. 
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Votal,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourued  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  December 
next,  at  10  o'clock,  of  the  forenoon,  to  meet  at  the  court  house  in  Worcester. 

December  G,  1774. 

The  convention  of  committees  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  after 
prayer  by  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  INlaccarty,  proceeded  to  business. 

Tlie  committee  appomted  to  present  the  remonstrance  to  General  Cage, 
reported,  that  tliey  offered  the  same  to  Mr.  Secretary  Flucker,  who  kept  the 
address  some  days,  and  returned  it  to  them,  with  the  following  answer: 

Boston,  Oct.  6,  1774. 

Gentlemen: — ^Ilis  excellency  the  governor  is  ever  ready  to  receive  any 
address  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  properly  laid  before  him ;  but  that  from 
tlic  county  of  Worcester,  which  you  were  api)ointed  to  present,  not  being 
directed  to  iiim  as  governor  of  the  province,  and  there  being  an  article  in  it 
injurious  to  his  majesty,  the  governor  declines  receiving  it  at  present,  as  he 
wislies  to  liave  an  alteration  in  those  two  points  before  it  is  presented. 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  hujnble  servant, 

THOMAS  FLUCKER. 
.  To  Messrs.  TViomas  Denny y  Joseph  Ilensluiw,  Willard  Moore. 

The  committee  being  afterwards  informed,  that  if  the  address  were  direct- 
ed to  General  Gage,  with  his  oflicial  titles,  it  would  be  received,  they  waited 
on  the  governor,  on  Friday,  October  14th,  and  presented  the  address,  en- 
titled as  follows :  . 

"  To  his  Excellenaj  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  Governor  of  his  Majesttfs  Province 
of  ihe  .^fassachusetts  Bay,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  ike  King's  forces  in  JSorih 
•^merica^ 

The  governor  returned  the  following  answer  to  the  same  : 

Gentlemen  : — 1  have  repeatedly  given  the  strongest  assurances,  that  I 
intended  nothing  hostile  against  the  town  or  country,  and  therefore,  desire 
you  to  ease  the  minds  of  the  people  against  aiiy  reports  that  may  have  been 
industriously  spread  amongst  them  to  the  contrary ;  my  wish  is  to  preserve 
peace  and  tranquillity. 

With  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  port-bill,  it  is  a  matter  belonging  to 
other  departments;  and  if  any  thing  is  done  not  warranted  by  said  act,  the 
law  is  open  for  redress. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

Voted,  To  request  the  Provincial  Congress  to  establish  the  Norfolk  exer- 
cise, with  such  alterations  as  they  shall  think  proper,  instead  of  tlie  exercise 
of  1764. 
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Voted,  To  recommend  the  raising  an  artilleiy  company  iu  this  county,  to 
exercise  and  manage  llie  field  pieces,  and  tlnit  the  persons  chosen  for  that 
purpose  in  each  town,  meet  at  AV'orcester,  on  the  17th  of  January  next,  at 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  form  themselves  into  a  company,  and  to  choose 
officers. 

Fotedj  That  Timothy  Bigelow,  Mr.  Bancroft,  William  Henshaw,  IMr.  Saw- 
yer, and  Mr.  Jonathan  Stone,  be  a  committee  to  dralt  a  petition  and  remon- 
tstrance  to  tlie  Provhicial  Congress,  against  the  sixty-four  exercise,  and  put 
tlie  votes  of  this  convention  in  order. 

Voted,  That  William  Henshaw,  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  and  Col.  Joseph 
Henshaw,  be  a  committee  to  present  the  petition  and  remonstrance  to  the 
Provincial  Congress. 

Voted,  To  recommend  to  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  to  give  it 
in  charge  to  their  constables  and  collectors,  on  their  peril,  not  to  jiay  any 
public  moneys  to  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  late  treasurer  of  this  province,  and 
to  indemnify  them  for  paying  it  where  tlie  towns  shall  order  them  to  pay. 

Voted,  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  in  this  county,  order  their  asses- 
sors not  to  return  any  certificates  of  the  lists  of  assessments  made  by  them, 
to  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  late  treasurer  of  the  pro\  ince,  and  that  they  indem- 
nify them  therefor. 

Whereas,  we  are  informed  there  is  a  covenant  circulating  through  this 
province,  wherein  the  signers  have  combined  against  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  therefore,  Voted,  that  AVilliam  Henshaw^,  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow, 
and  Col.  Joseph  Henshaw,  be  a  committee  humbly  to  request  the  advice  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  what  measures  this  county  shall  take  in  that  af- 
fair.i 

Voted,  To  choose  a  committee  of  nine  persons,  any  tvvo  of  whom  to  go  to 
the  field  officers  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  to  know-  the  reason  w  hy  they 
have  not  resigned  their  commissions  to  the  governor,  and  published  such 
resignation  in  the  Boston  newspapers,  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  this  convention 
at  a  former  meeting,  and  demand  a  categorical  answer,  whether  they  w  ill 
comply  or  not  with  said  requisition,  and  make  report  to  this  body  at  their 
next  meeting. 

Capt.  Gates,  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  Mr.  Joshua  Bigelow,  IMajor  Willard 
IMoore,  Col.  Sa^\7er,  JMr.  Dodge,  Capt.  Joseph  Gilbert,  and  3Ir.  Hezekiah 
Ward,  were  chosen  a  committee  for  the  above  purpose. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  each  tow^n  in  this 
county,  to  choose  committees  of  inspection  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolves 
and  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Voted,  That  we  will  encourage  a  printing  office  to  be  set  up  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  recommend  to  every  town  herein,  to  give  all  proper  encouragement 
to  such  undertaking. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  IMr.  Joshua  Bigelow,  and  William 


(1)  This  vote  relates  to  the  royalist  covenant,  drawn  by  Gen.  Ruggles,  inserted  in  the  note  to 
the  journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  ante  page  66. 
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Hen?ha\v,  be  a  committee  to  consult  with  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas,  and  eodeavor 
to  procure  a  printing  oflice  to  be  set  up. 

Voted,  Tliat  tlie  convention  be  adjourned,  to  meet  on  the  2Gih  of  Jaimary 
next,  at  ten  o'clocli,  A.  M.,  at  Worcester,  at  the  court  house. 

January  26,  1774. 
The  convention  met  at  the  court  house  in  AVorcester. 
In  the  absence  of  the  chairman,  Col.  Artemas  Ward  was  chosen  chairman 
pro  tempore. 

Voted,  That  Col.  William  irenshsw,  Col.  Ward,  IMr.  David  Bancroft,  Capt. 
Timothy  liigelow,  Doct.  Dunsniore,  JMr  Longley,  Capt.  Job  Cushing-,  Capt. 
Page,  and  Col.  Pparhawk,  be  a  conimittee  to  take  into  consideration  a  plan 
for  this  county  to  ado[)t  respecting  the  non-consumption  covenants  of  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  Congress,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  selectmen  in  each  town  and  dis- 
trict in  the  county,  to  insert  in  tJie  warrants  for  the  next  iMaixli  meetings,  an 
article  to  choose  a  county  treasurer  agreeably  to  law. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

January  27,  1774. 

The  convention  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  committee  chosen  yesterday,  being  ready  to  rei)ort. 
Voted,  I'hat  the  convention  sit  with  closed  doors,  during  the  disputes  on 
the  covenants. 

The  committee  on  the  covenant  reported  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  that 
have  not  signed  this  or  a  similar  covenant,  that  they  do  it  as  soon  as  may 
be  with  convenience.    The  covenant  is  as  follows  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  having  seen  the  association  and  covenant  drawn  up 
by  the  grand  Continental  Congress,  respecting  the  non-importation,  non- 
consumption,  and  non-exportation  of  goods,  signed  by  our  delegates,  and 
also  the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies  on  the  continent,  and  also  the  addi- 
tion thereto,  made  by  the  delegates  in  Provincial  Congress,  dated  Cambridge, 
December  .5,  1774,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  said  association,  and  hav- 
ing attentively  considered,  do  heartily  approve  of  said  association,  and  the 
addition,  and  of  every  part  thereof;  and  in  order  to  make  the  same  associa- 
tion our  own  personal  act,  we  do,  by  these  presents,  associate  under  the  sa- 
cred ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love  of  our  coiuitiy,  strictly  to  observe  and 
keep  all  and  every  article  and  clause  in  said  association,  and  addition  con- 
tained with  resjiect  to  the  importation,  exportation,  and  consumption,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent,  meaning,  and  letter  thereof,  and  will  duly  inform, 
and  give  notice  of  every  evasion  or  contravention  of  said  agreement,  so  far 
as  we  are  able.    All  and  every  of  which  clauses  aforesaid,  to  remain  firm 
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and  in  force  until  overruled  by  a  continental  and  provincial  body  duly  as- 
sembled. 

The  above  was  accepted  by  the  convention,  and  signed  by  the  members 
thereof. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Ward,  Capt.  Newhall,  and  Col.  llolnian,  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fish,  and  desire  him  to  preach  a  sermon  before  the 
convention,  at  the  next  meeting,  and  in  case  of  liiilure,  to  wait  upon  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Paine,  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  TJiat  lAlr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Bancroft,  and  Mr.  Stone,  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maccarty,  and  obtain  leave  to  use  his  pulpit,  and  to 
make  provision  for  the  reverend  clergy  wlio  may  attend. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Ward,  Capt.  J5igelow,  Capt.  AVillard,  Capt.  Fay,  and 
Capt.  Newliall,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  nnsbehavior  of 
iuuholders,  retailers,  and  persons  selling  liquors  without  a  license. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

The  convention  met  according  to  adjourjunont. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Ward,  Doct.  Dun>niorr,  Ca})t.  Bigelow,  William  Ilen- 
shaw,  Capt.  Willard,  Capt.  Fay,  and  Capt.  Newhall,  be  a  committee  to  take 
into  consideration,  the  conduct  of  certain  persons  inimical  to  their  country. 

Their  report  thereon  was  made,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  the  convention  of  committees  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  did, 
on  the  31st  of  August,  J774,  resolve ;  that  it  be  recommended  to  such  inn- 
holders  and  retailers  in  said  county,  who  may  be  approbated  by  the  select- 
men ill  their  respective  towns,  to  continue  and  exercise  their  respective 
functions,  provided  they  strictly  adhere  to  the  laws  of  this  province,  respect- 
ing innholders  and  retailers,  and  it  was  the  sense  of  the  convention,  that  no 
person  or  persons,  ought  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  in  said  county,  but  such  as 
are,  or  shall  be  approbated  by  the  selectmen  of  their  respective  to\Mis  or 
districts :  and  as  complaint  has  been  made  to  tlie  convention  now  sitting, 
that  a  number  of  persons  in  this  county  do  practise  the  selling  strong  liquors 
without  the  approbation  as  aforesaid,  which  is  not  only  counteracting  a  re- 
solve of  said  convention,  but  is  against  the  law  of  the  province,  is  of  dan- 
gerous consequence,  and  has  a  tendency  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people  : 
for  preventing  the  same,  and  promoting  peace  and  good  order,  it  is  Resolv- 
ed, that  it  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  correspondence,  inspection, 
and  selectmen  in  every  town  and  district  in  this  count}-,  carefully  to  inquire 
into  such  illegal  practices,  and  disorders,  and  not  only  discountenance,  but 
discourage  and  put  a  final  stop  to  such  breaches  of  good  order;  but,  provid- 
ed any  person  will  not  be  reclaimed,  he  or  they  ought  to  be  held  up  to  the 
public  view,  and  treated  not  only  with  neglect,  but  contempt,  as  enemies  of 
the  public  as  well  as  of  private  good,  until  they  reform. 

And,  whereas,  Isaac  Jones  of  Weston,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  inn- 
holder  and  trader,  has,  by  his  conduct  of  Jate  years,  in  various  instances, 
82 
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iiitinHested  a  disposition  inimical  to  the  riglits  and  privileges  of  Lis  countrj'- 
nien  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
county,  not  to  have  any  commercial  connections  ^vith  said  Isaac  Jones,  but 
to  shun  his  house  and  person,  and  treat  him  with  tliat  contempt  he  deserves  : 
and  should  any  ]tersons  in  this  county  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
after  this  recommendation,  as  to  have  any  commercial  connections  or  deal- 
ings with  said  Jones,  we  do  advise  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  to  treat 
such  persons  w  iih  the  utmost  neglect. 

Voted,  Tliat  i^lr.  Willard  Moore,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Longley,  and  Ca])t.  Wil- 
liam Page,  be  a  committee  to  take  under  consideration  a  motion  made  re- 
specting .Alessrs.  Mills  and  Hicks,  and  Draper's  newspapers,  viio  made  re- 
jiort,  which  v\  as  accei)ted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  enemies  of  these  united  colonies  are  indefatigable  in  their 
endeavors  to  create  divisions  among  the  inhabitants,  and  as  there  are  seve- 
ral printers  on  the  continent,  viz. :  Rivington  and  Gaines  of  New  York, 
Draj)er,  Mills  and  Uicks  of  Boston,  that  incessantly  assist  them  in  their  en- 
deavors, by  publishing  their  scandalous  performances  in  their  several  news- 
papers: therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people  of  this  coimty,  not 
to  take  any  more  of  the  aforesaid  papers,  but  that  they  encourage  tlioso 
printers  who  have  invariably  appeared  friendly  to  the  country. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Ward,  Capt.  Newhall,  Capt.  Page,  Capt.  Bigelow,  and 
Major  Moore,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  affairs  of  trade  into  consideration, 
and  to  remonstrate  against  riots  and  routs. 

Tiie  rci)ort  of  this  committee  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  strongly  recommended  by  this  body  to  the  commit- 
tees of  inspection  in  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  that  they  be  veiy  as- 
siduous in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  with  respect  to  trade; 
to  see  that  all  traders  keep  strictly  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Continen- 
tal and  Provincial  Congress  :  and  also,  that  they  make  strict  inquiry  of  eve- 
ry person  that  purchases  goods  abroad,  who  they  trade  with,  and  when  the 
goods  were  imported ;  and  that  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  county,  whenever  they  purchase  goods  as  abovesaid,  that  they  be 
very  careful  not  to  break  covenant:  and  that  they  take  bills  of  j)arcels  of 
every  article,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  committee  for  their  inspection, 
that  no  person  may  be  imposed  upon  by  those  villains  that  are  inimical  to 
the  cause  of  liberty. 

Whereas,  we  arc  fully  sensible  that  our  enemies  are  assiduously  endeav- 
oring to  provoke  us  to  acts  of  violence,  not  only  with  those  whom  we 
esteem  inimical  to  our  liberties,  who  are  natives  of  this  province,  but  also 
with  General  Gage,  and  the  king's  troops;  endeavoring  thereby,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, to  exceed  the  bounds  of  oiu*  patience,  that  they  may  have  a  pre- 
tence to  represent  us  as  the  aggressors  :  therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  we  are  diposed  to  conduct  ourselves  in  a  friendly  manner 
towards  his  majesty's  troo])s,  agreeably  to  tlic  recommendatiGii  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  so  long  as  tliey  behave  peaceably  towards  us. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  coimty,  to  be 
very  careful  in  discountenancing  and  suppressing  all  acts  of  violence,  ex- 
cept so  much  as  is  necessary  to  carr}^  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  and 
Provincial  Congress  into  execution  ;  and  being  fully  convinced  of  the  jus- 
tice of  our  cause,  we  are  deternfnied  firmly  and  rsligiously  to  support  and 
maintain  our  rights,  even  to  the  Joss  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  before  we  wWl 
dastardly  and  impiously  give  u})  and  submit  to  an  arbitrary  power. 

Voted,  That  the  standing  committee  fit  and  prepare  tlie  votes  and  re- 
solves of  the  convention  for  the  press,  and  get  such  a  number  of  hand- 
bills, containing  the  same,  struck  off  as  they  shall  think  proper,  for  circula- 
tion. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  jMarch  next,  to  meet  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  JM.  at  the  court  house  in  Worcester. 

31arch  23,  1775. 

The  convention  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chaplain  be  requested  to  open  this  convention 
with  prayer. 

Voted,  Tiiat  the  convention  do  now  proceed  to  the  meeting  house,  to  at- 
tend the  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Ehsha  Fish,  and  the  other  exercises. 
The  convention  being  again  met  m  the  afternoon : 

Voted,  That  tlie  thanks  of  the  convention  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fish,  for  the  discourse  preached  before  them,  and  that  tlie  standing  commit- 
tee wait  upon  him  and  request  a  copy  thereof  for  the  press. 

Voted,  That  the  standing  committee  print  as  many  copies  of  said  dis- 
course as  they  judge  fit,  for  circulation. 

May  31,  1775. 

The  convention  met  according  to  adjournment,  at  the  court  house,  in 
Worcester. 

Mr.  William  Young  was  elected  chairman  pro  tempore,  and  Jeduthau 
Baldwin  clerk  pro  tempore. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chaplain  be  desired  to  open  this  convention 
with  praj  er. 

Voted,  To  pass  over  counting  the  votes  for  county  treasurer. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Hezekiali  Ward,  3Ir.  Padleford,  and  iMr.  Joshua  Bigelow, 
be  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  remonstrance  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that 
no  man  be  allowed  to  have  a  seat  therein  who  does  not  vote  away  his  own 
money  for  public  pm'poses,  in  common  with  the  other  members,  and  with 
his  constituents. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  allowing  those  who  are  inimical  to  the  country,  to  exercise  the 
right  of  voting  in  town  meetings. 

Resolved,  That  the  erecting  of  a  })apor  mill  in  this  county  would  be  of 
great  public  advantage  ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  will  undertake  the 
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erecting  of  such  mill  and  tlie  manufacture  of  paper,  that  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  people  of  the  county  to  encourage  the  undertaking  by  generous 
contributions  and  subscriptions.! 


CONVENTION  OF  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  sixty  gentlemen,  deputies  of  the  several  towns  in  the 
county  of  llerkshire,  ap])oitJted  to  consult  and  advise  what  was  necessary  and 
prudent  to  be  done  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  county,  in  the  present  alarm- 
ing situation  of  our  public  affairs,  met  at  Stockbridge,  July  €th,  1774  : 

John  Ashley,  Esq.  was  unanimously  chosen  chairman,  and  INlr.  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  clerk. 

JMr.  Williams,  IMr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Hopkins, 
being  appointed,  reported  the  following  resolves,  viz. : 

Resolvedj  That  king  George  the  third  is  our  rightful  king,  and  that  we  will 
bear  true  allegiance  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  his  majesty's  colonies  in  America,  are 
justly  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  liberties  that  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain  are  entitled  to,  which  rights  and  liberties  have  been  particularly  con- 
firmed to  the  iidjabitants  of  this  province,  by  charter. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  one  of  the  grand  rights  and  liberties  of  said  inhabi- 
tants of  Great  Britain,  tliat  they  cannot,  constitutionally,  be  deprived  of  tlieir 
property  but  by  their  own  consent. 

Resolved,  That  the  late  act  of  the  British  parliament,  for  giving  and  grant- 
ing to  liis  majesty,  a  duty  ujjon  alL  teas  impoited  from  Great  Britain  into 
America,  which  duty,  by  said  act,  is  made  payable  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue,  was  made  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of 
America,  whereby  their  property  is  taken  from  them  without  their  con- 
sent, and  therefore  ought  to  be  opposed  in  all  legal  and  prudent  ways. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  an  undoubted  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  colonies, 
in  all  actions,  to  be  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinity;  and,  therefore,  that 
all  those  acts  of  the  British  parhament,  that  any  way  respect  the  collecting 
tlie  duties  aforesaid,  whereby  the  trial  by  jury  is  taken  a\N  ay,  or  whereby 
the  ancient  trial  by  jury  is  in  any  way  altered,  are  unconstitutional  and  op- 
pressive. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  franchises  and  liberties  are  granted  to  a  cor- 
poration or  body  politic,  those  franchises  and  liberties  cannot  legally  be  ta- 
ken from  such  corporations  and  bodies  politic,  but  by  their  consent  or  by 
forfeiture :  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  have  many  great  and  inval- 
uable franchises  and  liberties  granted  to  them  by  charter ;  which  franchises 


(1)  Although  meetings  of  the  Worcester  County  Ccnveation  were  held  at  a  later  date,  no  ipgular 
journal  of  the  subsequent  proceedings  can  be  recovered. 
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and  liberties  liave  not  been  forfeited  or  resi^med  by  said  inhabitants';  tliat 
by  the  late  acts  of  the  Britiah  parliament,  some  of  tlie  most  valuable  of 
those  franchises  aud  liberties  of  the  said  inhabitants  are  taken  from  them» 
without  even  the  form  of  a  trial :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  person,  who  would 
preserve  to  himself  and  posterity  the  inestimable  blessings  of  liberty,  by  all 
constitutional  ways  and  means  in  his  power,  to  endeavor  to  avert  the  much 
dreaded  consequences  of  these  arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts ;  and  that,  for 
that  purpose,  it  is  prudent  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  colonies  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  not  to  purchase  or  consume  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  under  such  limitations  and  exceptions  as  shall  be  agreed  upon ; 
and  that  such  a  non-consumption  agreement  is  neither  unwarrantable,  hos- 
tile, traitorous,  nor  contrary  to  our  allegiance  due  to  the  king;  but  tends  to 
promote  the  peace,  good  order,  and  safety  of  the  community. 

Which  said  report  being  maturely  considered,  it  was  put  to  vote,  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  and  each  and  every  })aragraph  thereof  was  unanimous- 
ly accepted. 

A  committee  being  appointed  to  make  a  draught  of  a  form  of  a  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  to  be  recommended  to  be  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
this  county,  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  the  merchandize  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; the  following  di-aught  was  reported,  viz.: 

Whereas,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  have,  of  late,  undertaken  to 
give  and  grant  away  our  money,  without  our  knowledge  or  consent ;  and  in 
order  to  compel  us  to  a  servile  submission  to  the  above  measures,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  block  up  the  harbor  of  Boston ;  also  have  vacated,  or  are  about 
to  vacate  the  charter,  and  repeal  certain  laws  of  this  province,  heretofore 
enacted  by  the  general  court,  and  confirmed  by  the  king  and  his  predeces- 
sors :  therefore,  as  a  mean  to  obtain  a  speedy  redress  of  the  aforesaid  griev- 
ances, we  do  hereby,  solemnly  and  in  good  faith,  covenant  aud  engage  with 
each  other : 

1.  That  we  will  not  import,  purchase,  or  consume,  or  suffer  any  person 
by,  for,  or  under  us,  to  import,  purchase,  or  consume,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  which  shall  arrive  in  America  from 
Great  Britain,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
huiidred  and  seventy-four,  or  such  other  time  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  American  Congress ;  nor  any  goods,  which  shall  be  ordered 
from  thence,  after  this  day,  until  our  charter  and  constitutional  rights  shall 
be  restored,  or  until  it  shall  be  determined,  by  the  major  part  of  our  breth- 
ren in  this  and  the  neighboring  colonies,  that  a  non-importation  and  non- 
consumption  agreement  will  not  have  a  tendency  to  efiTect  the  desired  end, 
or  until  it  shall  be  apparent  that  a  non-importation  or  non-consumption 
agreement  will  not  be  entered  into  by  the  majority  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
boring colonies;  except  such  articles  as  the  said  General  Congress  of  North 
America  shall  agree  to  import,  purchase,  and  consume. 

2.  We  do  further  covenant  and  agree,  that  we  will  observe  the  most  strict 
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o])edipnce  to  all  constitutional  laws,  and  authority,  and  will,  at  all  times,  ex- 
ert ourselves  to  the  utmost,  for  the  discouragement  of  all  licentioitsiiess,  and 
suppression  of  all  mobs  and  riots. 

3.  NVe  will  all  exert  ourselves,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  in  promoting  love, 
peace,  and  unauinjity  among  each  other  ;  and  for  that  end  we  engage  to 
avoid  all  unnecessary  lawsuits  whatever. 

4.  As  a  strict  and  proper  adherence  to  this  present  agreement  will,  if  not 
seasonably  provided  against,  involve  us  in  njany  diiriculties  and  inconven- 
iences; we  do  promise  and  agree,  that  we  will  take  the  most  prudent  care 
for  the  raising  and  preserving  sheep,  for  the  manufacturing  all  such  cloths 
as  shall  be  most  useful  and  necessary;  for  the  raising  of  flax  and  manufac- 
turing linens.  Further,  that  we  will,  by  every  ])rudent  method,  endeavor  to 
guard  against  all  those  inconveniences  which  may  otherwise  arise,  iiom  the 
foregoing  agreement. 

5.  That  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to  sign  tliis  or  a  similar  covenant,  or, 
af\er  having  signed  it,  shall  not  adhere  to  the  real  intent  and  meaning  there- 
of, he  or  they  shall  be  treated  by  us  with  all  that  neglect  justly  deserved. 

6.  That  if  this  or  a  similar  covenant  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  be  ofll-red  to  any  trader  or  shop-keeper  in  this  county,  and  he  or  they 
shall  refuse  to  sign  the  same,  for  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours,  that  we  will 
not,  from  thenceforth,  purchase  any  articles  of  liritish  manufactui-es,  from 
him  or  them,  until  such  time  as  he  or  they  shall  sign  this  or  a  similar  cove- 
nant. 

Witness  our  bands,  this  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini,  1774. 

"Which  being  several  times  distinctly  read,  it  was  put  paragraph  by  para- 
graj)h,  and  accepted. 

This  Congress,  in  deference  to  the  resolves  of  tlie  late  house  of  represen- 
tatives, in  imitation  of  the  pious  example  of  the  reverend  pastors  of  the  as- 
sociated churches  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  from  a  sense  of  their  depend- 
ence on  God  for  every  mercy,  do  earnestly  recommend  to  all  denomina- 
tions of  christians  in  this  county,  to  set  apart  and  observe  Thursday,  the 
fourteen  day  of  July  current,  as  a  day  of  public  fasting  and  prayer,  to  im- 
plore the  divine  assistance,  that  he  would  in  mercy  interpose  and  avert  all 
those  evils  with  which  we  are  threatened. 

And  each  and  all  the  members  of  this  Congress  are  enjoined  to  inform 
the  several  ministers  of  the  several  religious  assemblies  to  which  they  be- 
long, hereof. 

Voted,  That  the  several  members  of  this  Congress,  do  reconmiend  to  the 
charity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  and  i)laces  to  w  hich  they  be- 
long, the  distressed  circumstances  of  the  poor  of  the  towns  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  and  that  whatever  shall  be  collected  for  them,  be  remitted  in 
fat  cattle  in  the  next  full,  by  such  ways  and  means  as  shall  be  hereafter 
agreed  upon. 

Voted,  unanimously,  That  thanks  be  given  Col.  Ashley,  for  his  constant 
attendance,  uprightness,  and  impartiality,  as  chairman. 

Voted,  That  the  clerk  be  enjoined  to  make  a  fair  copy  of  the  proceedings 
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of  this  meeting,  and  transmit  the  same  to  tlie  committee  of  correspondence 
of  the  town  of  Hoaion. 

Voted,  To  dissolve  this  meeting;  and  it  was  dissolved  accordingly. 

THEODORE  SEDGWICK,  Cla-Jc. 

N.  B. — The  proceedings  aforesaid  were  preceded  by  an  animated  prayer, 
made  by  the  lie  v.  Mr.  West. 


CONVENTION  OF  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  chosen  by  the  several  towns  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  held  at  Falmouth,  in  said  county,  on  the  2 1st 
day  of  September,  1774,  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Greele,  i 

Falmouth — Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  Stephen  Longfellow,  Esq.,  Mr. 
Richard  Codman,Capt.  JohnW^aiie,  Mr.  I'noch  llscy,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman. 

Scarborough — Capt.  Timothy  McDaniel,  Capt.  Reuben  Fogg,  Mr.  Joshua 
Fabyan. 

JVorth  Yarmouth — 31r.  John  Lewis,  David  Mitchel,  Esq.,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Mitchel,  31r.  John  Gray,  Mr.  William  Cutter. 

Gorham — Solomon  Lombard,  Esq.,  William  Gorham,  Esq.,  Capt.  Edmund 
Phinney,  Capt.  Briant  Morton,  Mr.  Joseph  Davis. 

Cape  Elizabeth — Doct.  Clement  Jordan,  Mr.  Peter  "Woodbuiy,  Mr.  Samuel 
Dunn,  Capt.  Jeduthan  Dyer,  Doct.  Nathaniel  Jones,  Mr.  George  Strout. 

Brunswick — Mr.  Samuel  Thom])son,  Mr.  Samuel  Stanwood,  Capt.  Thomas. 
Moulton. 

Haifsivell — Mr.  Joseph  Ewing,  Capt.  John  Stover,  IMr.  Andrew  Dunning. 
Windham — Mr.  Zerubabel  Honeywell,  31r.  Thomas  Trott,  Mr.  David  Bar- 
ker. —  rr-:.- 

JVew  Gloucester — Mr.  AVilliam  Harris,  Mr.  Isaac  Parsons. 

The  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Freeman,  clerk. 

A  committee  from  the  body  of  the  people,  w  ho  were  assembled  at  the 
entrance  of  the  town,  waited  on  this  convention,  to  see  if  they  would 
choose  a  committee  of  one  member  out  of  each  town,  to  join  them,  to 
wait  upon  Mr.  Sherifl"  Tyng,  to  see  whether  he  would  act  in  his  office,  un- 
der the  late  act  of  parliament  for  regulating  the  government.  On  a  motion 
made.  Voted,  that  a  messenger  be  sent  to  the  said  Sheriff  Tyng,  to  desire 
his  attendance  at  this  convention.  A  messenger  then  waited  upon  Mr. 
Tyng,  with  the  following  billet,  viz. : 

Mr.  Sheriff  Tyng's  company  is  desired  at  the  convention  of  the  county 
now  sitting  at  3Irs.  Greele's. 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  Clerk, 
trednesday,  Sept,  2lst,  1774,  11  o'clock,  A,  M 
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Mr.  Tyng  accordingly  attended,  and,  after  some  interrogations,  subscribed 
the  follow  ing  declaration,  viz.  : 

County  of  Cumberland,  Falmouth,  Sept.  21,  1774. 
Whereas,  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  are  now  as- 
sembled near  my  house,  in  consequence  of  the  false  representations  of 
8ome  evil  minded  persons,  who  have  reported  that  I  have  endeavored,  all  in 
niy  power,  to  enforce  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  relatuig  to  this  province : 
I  do  hereby  solemnly  declare,  that  I  have  not,  in  any  way  whatever,  acted 
or  endeavored  to  act,  in  conformity  to  said  acts  of  parliament ;  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  commands  of  the  inhabitants  so  assembled,  and  by  the  ad- 
vice of  a  committee  from  the  several  towns  in  this  county,  now  assembled 
in  Congress,  I  further  declare  I  will  not,  as  sheriff  of  said  county,  or  other- 
wise, act  in  conformity  to,  or  by  virtue  of,  s:iid  acts,  unless  by  the  general 
consent  of  the  said  county.  I  further  declare,  1  have  not  received  any  com- 
mission inconsistent  with  the  charter  of  this  province,  nor  any  commission 
whatever,  since  the  first  day  of  July  last. 

WILLIAM  TYNG. 

County  of  Cumberland. — At  the  convention  of  committees  from  the 
several  towns  in  the  said  county,  held  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Greele,  in  Fal- 
mouth, in  said  county.  September  21st,  1774,  Voted,  that  the  foregoing,  by 
William  Tyng,  Esq.,  subscribed,  is  satisfactoiy  to  this  convention. 

Attest :      SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  aerh 

The  convention  then  formed  themselves  into  a  committee,  to  accompany 
Mr.  Tyng  to  the  body  of  the  people,  to  present  the  above  declaration,  and 
adjourned  to  the  old  town  house,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  deliberation  to 
be  in  public. 

The  committee  accordingly  went  with  Mr.  Tyng,  who  read  the  declara- 
tion to  the  people,  which  they  voted  to  be  satisfactoiy,  and  after  refreshing 
themselves,  returned  peaceably  to  their  several  homes. 

Afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman,  Solomon  Lombard,  Esq.,  Stephen 
Longfellow,  Esq.,  David  Mitchel,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Lewis,  Capt  John  Waite, 
Mr.  Samuel  Thompson,  Capt.  Timothy  McDaniel,  Doct.  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Mr.  Isaac  Parsons,  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  Mr.  David  Barker,  and  Capt.  John 
Stover,  be  a  committee  to  draw  up  the  sentiments  of  this  convention,  and 
report  the  same  at  the  adjournment. 

Then  adjourned  to  Thursday  morning,  eight  o'clock,  September  22. 

Thursday,  September  22,  1774. 
Met  according  to  adjournment,  when  the  committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  which,  after  being  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  unanimous- 
ly accepted,  viz. : 


The  great  concern  with  which  the  people  of  this  county  view  the  increas- 
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ing  differences,  which  now  subsist  between  the  motlier  country  and  the  col- 
onies, and  the  dark  prospect  which  some  late  acts  of  the  British  paHiament 
have,  in  particular,  opened  to  them,  have  occasioned  the  several  towns 
herein  to  choose  committees  for  this  convention,  "  to  consider  what  meas- 
ures it  would  be  thought  expedient  to  adopt  for  the  general  interest  of  the 
county,  in  the  present  alarming  situation  of  our  |)uhlic  afiiiirs."  We,  there- 
fore, the  said  committees,  pursuant  to  the  request  of  our  respective  towns, 
guided  by  a  strong  attachment  to  the  interest  of  our  oppressed  country, 
think  it  proper,  w  ith  respect  and  detercnce  to  our  brelln-en  in  tlie  other 
counties,  to  make  known  our  minds  as  follows: 

We  tJiink  it  tJie  indispensable  duty  of  every  subject  of  the  English  con- 
stitution, for  his  ow  n  sake,  as  well  as  that  of  future  generations,  to  use  his 
utmost  care,  and  endeavor,  according  to  the  station  he  is  in,  to  preserve  the 
same  inviolate  and  unimpaired  ;  for  we  regard  it,  not  only  as  the  foundation 
of  all  our  civil  rights  and  liberties,  but  as  a  system  of  governnient  the  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  people's  peace  and  happiness:  and  we  lament,  that  iii 
the  present  administration,  there  are  men  so  lost  to  all  the  principles  of  honor, 
equity,  and  justice,  as  to  attempt  a  violation  of  the  rights  which  we  have 
long  enjoyed,  and  which,  while  we  prolcss  ourselves,  as  we  now  declare  we 
do,  faithful  subjects  to  George  the  third,  our  rightful  sovereign,  we  have  a 
right  still  to  enjoy  entire  and  unmolested:  and  it  is  a  melancljoly  considera- 
tion, that  the  acknowledged  head  of  tliis  respected  state  should  be  induced 
to  pass  his  sanction  to  such  laws  as  tend  to  llie  subversion  of  that  glorious 
freedom,  which  preserves  the  greatness  of  the  British  empire,  and  gives  it 
reputation  throughout  all  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world.  It  is  too  appa- 
rent, that  the  British  ministry  have  long  been  hatching  monstrous  acts  to 
break  our  constitution,  and  some  they  have  at  length  brought  forth.  We 
think  the  colonies  deserve  a  better  treatment  from  his  majesty  than  this 
which  he  assents  to.  We  are  his  loyal  subjects,  and  merit  his  regard,  and 
cannot  help  thinking  that  if  lie  would  pursue  his  own  unbiassed  judjiment, 
and  lay  aside  the  selfish  counsel  of  w  icked  and  designing  men,  he  and  his 
subjects  would  be  mutually  hapi>y,  and  provocations  on  both  sides  cease. 
But  since  the  ministry  have  borne  their  tyranny  to  such  a  length,  as  to 
endeavor  to  execute  their  wicked  designs,  by  military  force,  in  our  me- 
tropolis, we  fear  it  is  their  aim  to  introduce  despotic  monarchy.  But 
though  their  tyranny  and  fell  oppression  seem  now,  with  hasty  strides,  to 
threaten  all  the  colonies  with  ruin  and  destruction,  we  liope  no  vengeance 
will  affright,  or  wiles  allure  us  to  give  up  our  dear  bought  liberty,  that  choicest 
boon  of  Heaven,  which  our  lathers  came  into  these  regions  to  enjoy,  and 
which  we  therefore  will  retain  while  life  enables  tjs  to  struggle  for  its  bless- 
ings. We  believe  our  enemies  supposed  we  nnist  submit,  and  tamely  give 
up  all  our  rights.  It  is  true,  a  vigorous  opposition  will  subject  us  to  niany 
inconveniences,  but  how  much  greater  will  our  misery  be,  if  we  relinquish 
all  we  now  enjoy,  and  lay  our  future  earnings  at  the  mercy  of  despotic 
men?  We  cannot  bear  the  thought.  Distant  posterity  would  have  cause 
to  curse  our  folly,  and  the  rising  generation  would  justly  execrate  our  mem- 
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ory.  We,  therefore,  recommend  a  manly  opposition  to  those  cruel  acts, 
and  every  measure  which  desjiotism  can  invent  to  abridge  our  English  lib- 
erties, and  we  hope  that  patience  will  possess  our  souls  till  Trovidence 
shall  dissipate  the  gloomy  cloud,  and  restore  us  to  our  former  happy  state. 
The  late  act  for  regulating  the  government  of  this  province,  we  consider,  in 
particular,  as  big  w  ith  mischief  and  destruction,  tending  to  the  subversion 
of  our  charter  and  our  province  laws,  and  in  its  dire  example,  alarming  to 
all  the  colonies.  This,  through  the  conduct  of  some  enemies  among  our- 
selves, will  soon  bring  us  into  difficulties,  wliich  will  require  some  able 
coimsel  to  remove.  We  therefore  reconjmend  to  each  town  iu  this  count}', 
to  instruct  their  several  representatives  to  resolve  themselves,  with  the 
other  members  of  the  liouse,  at  their  approaching  session,  into  a  provincial 
congress,  for  this  purpose. 

To  this  congress  we  shall  submit  the  general  interest  of  the  province,  but 
for  the  particular  benefit  of  this  county,  we  do  advise  and  recommend: 

1.  That  the  justices  of  the  sessions,  and  court  of  common  pleas,  and 
every  other  civil  officer  in  this  county,  whom  no  authority  can  remove  but 
that  which  constituted  them,  agreeably  to  charter  and  our  own  provincial 
laws,  would  religiously  officiate  in  their  several  departments,  as  if  the  afore- 
said act  had  never  been  invented,  and  that  every  private  person  would  j)ay 
a  strict  obedience  to  such  officers,  be  always  ready  to  protect  and  to  sup- 
port them,  and  promote  a  due  observance  of  our  OAvn  established  laws ; 
and  if  any  persons  whatsoever  should,  henceforth,  iu  any  manner,  dare  to 
aid  the  operation  of  the  said  tyrannical  act,  they  should  be  considered  as  ma- 
lignant enemies  to  our  charter  rights,  unfit  for  civil  society,  and  undeserving 
of  the  least  regard  or  favor  from  their  fellow  countrymen. 

2.  That  every  one  should  do  his  utmost  to  discourage  lawsuits,  and  like- 
wise compromise  disputes  as  much  as  possible. 

*S.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  honorable  Jeremiah  Powell,  Esq.,  and 
Jedediah  Preble,  Esq.,  constitutional  councillors  of  this  province,  residing 
in  this  county,  that  they  should  take  their  places  at  the  board  the  ensuing 
session  as  usual. 

4.  We  cannot  but  approve  of  the  recommendation  given  by  the  convention 
of  Suffi^lk  county,  to  the  several  collectors  of  province  taxes,  not  to  pay  one 
farthing  more  into  the  province  treasury,  until  the  government  of  the  prov- 
ince is  placed  on  a  constitutional  foundation,  or  until  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress shall  order  otherwise,  and  we  recommend  the  same  to  tiie  several  col- 
lectors in  this  county;  but  we  think  it  the  duty  of  the  several  collectors  of 
county,  town,  and  district  taxes,  to  perfect  their  collections,  and  pay  the 
same  into  their  several  treasuries  as  soon  as  possihle.  And  here  we 
think  it  proper  to  observe,  that  though  we  do  not  coincide  in  every  in- 
stance with  our  Si.'ffolk  brethren,  which  may  be  owing  to  a  want  of  know- 
ing all  the  circumstances  of  afiairs,  yet  we  highly  applaud  their  virtuous 
zeal  and  determined  resolution. 

5.  We  recommend  to  every  town  in  this  county,  charitably  to  contribute 
to  the  relief  of  our  suffi:ring  brethren  in  our  distressed  metropolis. 
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6.  Lest  oppression,  wliicli  makelli  even  wise  men  iiiatl,  sliould  hurry 
some  people  into  tumults  and  disorders,  we  would  recommend,  that  every 
individual  in  the  county  use  his  best  endeavors  to  suppress,  at  all  times, 
riots,  mobs,  and  all  licentiousness,  and  that  our  fellow  subjects  wo(dd  con- 
sider themselves,  as  they  always  are,  in  the  presence  of  the  great  Cod,  who 
lovetli  order,  not  confusion. 

7.  That  when  a  general  non-importation  agreement  takes  place,  we  shall 
look  upon  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  vender  of  merchandize,  to  sell  his 
goods  at  the  present  rates ;  and  if  any  person  shall  e.vhorbitantly  enhance 
the  prices  of  his  goods,  Ave  shall  look  upon  him  as  an  opprct«sor  of  his 
country.  And  in  order  to  prevent  imposition  in  this  respect,  we  recom- 
mend that  a  committee  be  chosen  in  each  town,  to  receive  complaints 
against  any  who  may  be  to  l)lame  herein  :  and  if  he  shall  refuse  to  wait  on 
such  committee,  on  notice  given,  or  be  found  culpable  in  this  respect,  his 
name  shall  be  published  in  the  several  towns  of  the  county,  as  undeserving 
of  the  future  custom  of  his  countr3  inen. 

8.  That  every  one  who  has  it  in  his  power,  would  improve  our  breed  of 
sheep,  and,  as  fur  as  possible,  increase  their  number;  and  also  encourage 
the  raising  of  flax,  and  promote  the  manufactures  of  the  countiy. 

9.  As  the  very  extraordinary  and  alarming  act  for  establishing  the  Ro- 
man catholic  religion,  and  French  laws,  in  Canada,  may  introduce  the 
French  or  Indians  into  our  frontier  towns,  we  recommend  that  every  town 
and  individual  in  this  county,  should  be  provided  with  a  proper  stock  of 
military  stores,  according  to  our  province  law,  and  that  some  patriotic  mili- 
tary officers  be  chosen  in  each  town,  to  exercise  their  several  companies, 
and  make  them  perfect  in  the  militar\'  art. 

10.  Our  general  grievances  being  the  subject  of  deliberation  before  the 
Continental  Congress,  renders  it  inexpedient  to  consider  them  particularly  ; 
on  their  wisdom  we  have  a  great  dependence,  and  we  think  it  will  be  our 
duty  to  lay  aside  every  measure  to  which  we  have  advised,  that  may  be  va- 
riant from  theirs,  and  pay  a  due  regard  to  their  result. 

And  now  we  think  it  proper  to  declare,  tliat  as  Ave  have  been  recounting 
the  hardships  Ave  endure  by  the  machinations  of  our  enemies  at  hotne,  avc 
cannot  but  gratefull}'^  acknoAvledge  our  obligation  to  those  illustrious  A^  or- 
thies,  our  friends  of  the  minority,  Avho  constantly  o])posed  those  Avicked 
measures,  and  Avould  heartily  Avish,  some  great  and  good  men  AA'ould  invent 
and  mark  out  some  plan  that  will  unite  the  parent  state  to  these,  its  colo- 
nies, and  thereby  prevent  the  effusion  of  christian  blood. 

Then,  Voted,  That  every  member  of  this  convention  be  severally  interro- 
gated, vA'hether  he  now  has,  or  Avill  hereafter,  take  any  commission  under 
the  present  act  of  pai-liament,  for  regulating  the  government  of  this  prov- 
ince. 

The  members  AA'ere  accordingly  interrogated,  and  each  and  every  one 
of  them  answered  in  the  negative. 

Voted,  That  the  several  committees  which  compose  this  convention,  or 
the  major  part  of  each,  be,  and  hereby  arc,  desired  to  interrogate  the  civil 


! 


5 


CGO 


CUiMBEPvLAND  CONVENTION. 


ofiicers,  and  other  pei"sons  whom  they  may  think  fit,  in  their  respective 
tuwn.s,  whether  tliey  now  liave,  or  will  hereafter  take,  any  commission  un- 
der the  aforesaid  act. 

Voted,  That  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  convention  he,  hy  the  clerk, 
transmitted  to  the  press,  and  -also  to  the  town  clerks  of  the  respective 
towns  in  this  county,  as  soon  as  may  he. 

Voted,  That  this  convention  he  continued,  and  that  the  committee  of  Fal- 
mouth, or  the  major  part  of  them,  he,  and  lierehy  are  emi)owered,  on  any 
occasion  that  in  their  opinion  requires  it,  to  notify  a  meelhig  of  the  dele- 
gates thereof,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  think  proper,  setting 
fordi  the  occasion  thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  tlianks  of  this  convention  he  given  to  the  lion.  Enoch 
Freeman,  Esq.,  for  his  faitliful  services  as  chairman. 

SAIMUEL  FJREEMAN,  Clerk. 


NARRATIVES 

OF  THE 

EXCURSION  OF  THE   KING'S  TROOPS, 

APRIL   19,  1775. 


In  Provincial  Co.xgress,  Watertou>-,  May  22,  1775. 

Jlesolved,  That  the  followhig  narrative  of  tlie  excursion  and  ravages  of  the 
king's  troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
April  last,  together  with  the  depositions  taken  hy  order  of  tiie  Congress,  to 
support  the  truth  of  it,  be  sent  to  the  press  for  publication. 

SAMUEL  FREEMAX,  Stcretary. 


A  NARRATIVE   OF   THE    EXCURSION    AND    RAVAGES   OF   THE    KINg's  TROOPS, 
UNDER    THE    COMMAND    OF    GENERAL    GaGE,    ON    THE    NINETEENTH  OF 

April,  1775:  together  with  the  depositions  taken  by  order  of 
Congress  to  support  the  truth  of  it.   Published  by  authority.i 

On  the  nineteeutli  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  a  day  to  be  remembered  by  all  Americans  of  the  present  generation, 
and  which  ought,  and  doubtless  will  be  handed  down  to  ages  yet  unborn,  the 
.txoops  of  Britain,  unprovoked,  shed  the  blood  of  sundry  of  the  loyal  Ameri- 
can subjects  of  the  British  king  m  the  field  of  Lexington.  Early  in  the 
inornmg  of  said  day,  a  detachment  of  the  forces  under  the  command  of 
General  Gage,  stationed  at  Boston,  attacked  a  small  party  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Lexington  and  some  other  towns  adjacent,  the  detachment  consisting  of 
about  nine  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  :  The 
inhabitants  of  Lexington  and  the  other  towns  were  about  one  hundred,  some 
with  and  some  without  fue-arms,  who  had  collected  upon  information  that 
the  detachment  had  secretly  marched  from  Boston  the  preceding  night,  and 
landed  on  Phipps's  Farm  in  Cambridge,  and  were  proceeding  on  their  way  with 
a  brisk  pace  towards  Concord,  as  the  inhabitants  supposed,  to  take  or  destroy 
a  qiiantit}'  of  stores  deposited  there  for  the  use  of  the  colony;  sundry  peace- 

(1)  This  narrative  reported  by  a  committee  of  which  Doct.  Church  was  chnirman,  and  tho  depo- 
eitions  taken  by  tlip  committee  of  which  Mr.  Geiry  \vn«  first  named,  with  those  subsequently  col- 
lected, were  printed,  at  Worcester,  by  Isaiuti  Thomas,  in  May,  1775. 
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able  inhabitants  having  the  same  night  been  taken,  Ijeld  by  force,  and  other- 
wise abused  on  the  road,  by  some  oflicers  of  General  Guge's  army,  wliich 
caused  a  just  alarm,  and  a  suspicion  that  some  tat;  I  design  was  immediate- 
ly to  be  put  in  execution  against  tliem.  This  small  party  of  tlie  inhabitants 
were  so  far  from  being  disposed  to  commit  iiostilities  against  the  trooj)?  of 
their  sovereign,  that  unless  attacked,  they  were  determined  to  be  peaceable 
spectators  of  this  extraordinary  movement ;  immediately  on  the  approacli 
of  Colonel  Smith  with  the  detachment  under  his  command,  they  dispersed; 
but  tlie  detachment,  seeming  to  thirst  for  blood,  wantonly  rushed  on,  and 
first  began  the  hostile  scene  by  firing  on  this  small  party,  by  \^  hich  they 
killed  eight  men  on  the  spot  and  wounded  several  others  before  any  guns 
were  fired  upon  the  trooj)s  by  our  men.  Not  contented  with  this  eiiiision 
of  blood,  as  if  malice  had  occupied  their  whole  souls,  they  continued  the  fire, 
until  all  of  this  small  party  who  esca])ed  the  dismal  carnage  were  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  fire.  Colonel  Smitii,  with  the  detachment,  then  proceeded  to 
Concord,  where  a  part  of  this  detachment  again  made  the  first  fire  upon 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Concord  and  the  adjacent  towns,  who  were  col- 
lected at  a  bridge  upon  this  just  alarm,  and  killed  two  of  them  and  wounded 
several  others,  before  any  of  the  }))  ovincials  rhcre  had  done  one  hostile  act. 
Then  the  provincials,  roused  with  zeal  for  the  libeities  of  their  country,  find- 
ing life  and  every  thing  dear  and  valuable  at  stake,  assumed  their  native  val- 
or and  returned  the  fire,  and  the  engagement  on  both  sides  began.  Soon 
after,  the  British  troops  retreated  towards  Charlestown,  having  first  commit- 
ted violence  and  waste  on  public  and  jirivate  property,  and  on  their  retreat 
were  joined  by  another  detachment  of  General  Gage's  troops,  consisting  of 
about  a  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  Earl  Percy,  who  continued 
tlie  retreat;  the  engagement  lasted  through  the  day;  and  niany  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  each  side,  though  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  British  troops 
far  exceeded  that  of  the  provincials.  The  devastation  committed  by  the 
British  troops  on  their  retreat,  the  wliole  of  the  way  from  Concord  to 
Charlestown,  is  almost  beyond  description  ;  such  as  plundering  and  burning 
of  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings,  driving  into  the  street  women  in 
child-bed,  killing  old  men  in  their  houses  unarmed.  Such  scenes  of  desolation 
would  be  a  reproach  to  the  perpetrators,  even  if  committed  by  the  most  bar- 
barous nations,  how  much  more  when  done  by  Britons  famed  for  humanity 
and  tenderness:  And  all  this  because  these  colonies  will  not  submit  to  tlx! 
iron  yoke  of  arbitrary  power. 


77t€  following  d€j)ositio7is  were  taken  and  auilieniicaitd  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  action,  to  prove  and  elucidate  the  truth  of  facts  relative  thereto. 

We,  Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  and  Elijah  Sanderson,  all  of  lawftd 
age,  and  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  31iddlesex  and  colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  in  New  England,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  evenuig  of 
the  eighteenth  of  April,  instant,  being  on  the  road  between  Lexington  and 
Concord,  and  all  of  us  moimtcd  on  horses,  we  w  ere,  about  ten  of  the  clock, 
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suddenly  surprized  by  nine  persons,  "whom  we  took  to  be  regular  officers, 
who  rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and  armed,  each  liolding  a  pistol  in  his  hand, 
and  after  putting  pistols  to  our  breasts,  and  seizing  rlie  bridles  of  our  horses, 
they  swore,  that  if  we  stirred  another  step  we  should  be  all  dead  men,  ujjon 
which  we  sun  endered  ourselves.  They  detained  us  until  two  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  in  which  time  they  searched  and  greatly  abused  us  ;  having 
first  inquired  about  the  magazine  at  Concord,  whether  any  guards  were 
posted  there,  and  whether  the  bridges  were  up  ;  and  said  four  or  tive  regi- 
ments of  regulars  would  be  in  possession  of  the  stores  soon ;  they  then 
brought  us  back  to  Lexington,  cut  the  horses'  bridles,  and  girths,  turned  them 
loose,  and  then  left  us. 


Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  25th,  1775. 
Jonathan  Loring,  Solomon  Brown,  and  Elijah  Sanderson,  being  duly  cau- 
tioned to  testify  the  whole  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
deposition  by  them  subscribed:  Lefore  us, 

William  Read,  \ 


I,  Elijah  Sanderson,  above  named,  do  further  testify  and  declare,  that  I 
was  on  Lexington  common  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  afore- 
said, having  been  dismissed  by  the  oflicers  above  mentioned,  and  saw  a 
large  body  of  regular  troops  advancing  towards  Lexington  company,  many 
of  whom  were  then  dispersing,  I  heard  one  of  the  regulars,  whom  I  took  to 
be  an  officer,  say,  "damn  them— we  will  have  them,"  and  immediately  the 
regulars  shouted  aloud,  run  and  fired  on  the  Lexington  company,  which  did 
not  fire  a  gun  before  the  regulars  discharged  on  them  ;  eight  of  the  Lexing- 
ton company  were  killed,  while  they  were  dispersing,  and  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  each  other,  and  many  wounded,  and  although  a  spectator,  1 
narrowly  escaped  with  my  life. 


Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  25th,  1775. 
Elijah  Sanderson,  above  named,  being  duly  cautioned  to  testify  the  whole 
truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition  by  him  sub- 
scribed: before  us, 


Solomon  Brown, 
Jonathan  Loring, 
Elijah  Sa.nderson. 


JosiAH  Johnson, 
William  Stickney, 


Elijah  Sanderson. 


William  Read, 
Josiah  Johnson, 
William  Stickney, 


664        EXCURSIOxN  OF  THE  KING'S  TROOPS.    [April  19, 


I,  Thomas  Rice  "\V' illai  d,  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  being 
in  the  house  of  Daniel  liarringtou,  of  Lexington,  on  the  nineteenth  instant, 
in  the  morning,  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  I  looked  out  at  the  win- 
dow of  said  house  and  saw,  as  I  suppose,  about  four  hundred  regulars  in  one 
body,  coming  up  the  road  and  marching  toward  the  north  part  of  the  coni- 
BKxn  back  of  the  meeting-house  of  said  Lexington  :  and  as  soon  as  said  regu- 
lars were  against  the  east  end  of  the  meeting-house,  the  commanding  officer 
eaid  something,  what  I  know  not:  but  upon  that,  the  regulars  ran  till  they 
came  within  about  eight  or  nine  rods  of  about  an  hundred  of  the  militia  of 
Lexington,  who  were  collected  on  said  common,  at  which  time  the  militia 
of  Lexington  dispersed  ;  then  the  otHcers  made  an  huzza,  and  the  private 
soldiers  succeeded  them;  directly  after  this,  an  officer  rode  before  the  regu- 
lars, to  ihc  other  side  of  the  body,  and  hollowed  after  the  militia  of  said  Lex- 
ington, and  said  "  lay  down  your  arms — damn  you — why  don't  you  lay  down 
your  arms?"  and  that  tliere  was  not  a  gunlired  till  tl.e  militia  of  Lexington 
w  ere  dispersed  :  and  fiu  ther  saith  not, 

Thomas  Rice  Willard. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  !^3d,  1775. 
The  within  named  Thomas  Rice  Willard,  personally  appeared,  and  after 
due  caution  to  testify  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  sol- 
emn oath  to  the  truth  of  the  within  deposition,  by  him  subscribed  :  before  us, 

AViLLTAM  Read,  \ 

JoNATHA>-  IIastkngs,  \  JusHccs  of  tkz  Pcact. 

Duncan  Ingraham,  J 


Lexington,  25th  of  April,  1775. 
Simon  Winship,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  province 
of  the  jMassachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  being  of  lawful  age,  testitieth  and 
saith,  that  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  instant,  about  lour  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  he  was  passing  the  public  road  in  said  Lexington,  peaceably  and  un- 
ariiied,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  distjmt  from  the  meeting-house  in  stiid 
Lexington,  he  was  met  by  a  body  of  the  king's  regular  troops,  and  being 
stopped  by  some  officci-s  of  said  trooj^s,  was  commanded  to  dismount ;  ujjon 
asking  why  he  must  dismount,  he  was  obliged  by  force  to  quit  his  horse, 
and  ordered  to  march  in  the  midst  of  the  body,  and  being  examined  whether 
he  had  been  warning  tlie  minute  men,  he  ansv.ered  no,  but  had  been  out 
and  was  then  returning  to  his  father's.  Said  Winship  further  testifies,  tliat 
he  marched  with  said  troops  until  he  canje  within  about  half  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  said  meeting-house,  where  an  officer  commanded  the  troops  to  halt, 
and  then  to  prime  and  load  ;  this  being  done,  the  said  troops  marched  on 
till  they  came  within  a  few  rods  of  Capt.  Parker  and  company,  who  were 
partly  collected  on  the  place  of  parade,  when  said  Winship  observed  an  offi- 
cer at  the  head  of  said  troops,  flourishing  his  sword,  and  with  a  loud  voice 
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giving  ilie  word  Jlre!  Avliicli  was  instantly  followed  l>y  a  discharge  of  arms 
from  said  regular  troops;  and  said  Winship  is  positive,  and  in  the  most  sol- 
emn manner  declares,  that  there  was  no  discharge  of  arms  on  either  side, 
till  the  word  fire  was  given  by  said  officer  as  above. 

Simon  Wi.nship. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  25tii,  1775. 
Simon  Winship,  above  named,  appeared,  and  after  due  caution  to  testify 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  triitli,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  trutli  of 
the  above  deposition,  by  him  subscribed  :  before  us, 

William  Kkap, 


William  Kkap,   )       .  „ 
T  T  (■  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Josiah  Jounso.n,  ^ 


Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 

I,  John  Parker,  of  lawful  age,  and  commander  of  the  militia  in  Lexington, 
do  testily  and  declare,  that  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  in  the  morning,  about 
one  of  the  clock,  being  informed,  that  there  were  a  number  of  the  regular 
officers  riding  up  and  down  the  road,  stopping  and  insulting  people  as  they 
passed  the  road,  and  also  informed  that  a  number  of  the  regular  troops 
"were  on  their  march  from  Boston,  in  order  to  take  the  province  stores  at 
Concord,  1  ordered  oiu*  militia  to  meet  on  the  common  in  said  Lexington,  to 
consult  what  to  do,  and  concluded  not  to  be  discovered,  nor  meddle,  or 
make  with  said  regular  troops,  if  they  should  a|)proach,  unless  they  should 
insult  or  molest  us;  and  upon  their  sudden  approach,  I  iannediately  ordered 
our  militia  to  disperse  and  not  to  fire.  Immediately,  said  troops  made  their 
appearance,  and  rushing  furiously  on,  fired  upon  and  killed  eight  of  our  party, 
without  receiving  any  provocation  therefor  from  us. 

John  Parke iu 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  Sotii,  1775. 
The  above  named  John  Parker,  personally  appeared,  and  after  being  duly 
cautioned  to  declare  the  whole  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  deposition,  by  him  subscribed :  before  us, 

William  Read,  \ 

JosHDA  Jon.vso-,      \  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

William  Sticknet,  j 


Lexington,  April  24th,  J  775. 
I,  John  Robbins,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say,  that  on  the  nine- 
teenth instant,  the  company  under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Parker, 
being  drawn  up  sometime  before  sum'ise,  on  tlie  green  or  common,  and  I 
being  in  the  front  rank,  tliere  suddenly  a{)peared  a  number  of  the  king's 
troops,  about  a  thousand  as  I  thought,  at  the  distance  of  about  sixty  or  sev- 
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enty  yards  from  us,  liuzzaiug,  and  on  a  quick  pace  towards  us,  with  three 
olTicerss  in  their  front  on  horsehack,  and  on  iiill  gallop  towards  us  ;  the 
foremost  of  which  cried,  "  throw  down  your  arms ! — ye  villains ! — ye  rehels  !'* 
upon  which,  sai<l  company  dispersing,  the  foremost  of  the  three  officers  or- 
dered their  men  saying,  "/re. '--ri^  God  .'—fire  at  v,hich  moment  we  receiv- 
ed a  very  heavy  and  close  fire  from  them  ;  at  which  instant,  heing  wounded,  I 
fell,  and  several  of  our  men  were  shot  dead  by  me.  Capt.  Parker's  men  I 
believe,  had  not  then  fired  a  gun  :  and  further  the  deponent  saith  not, 

John  Robbi.xs. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  24tii,  1775. 
John  Rohbins,  within  named,  ai)peared,  and  being  duly  cautioned  to  testi- 
fy the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  solenm  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
within  de])osition,  subscribed  by  his  special  order,  he  being  so  maimed  and 
wounded,  that  he  thought  he  could  neither  write  his  name,  nor  make  his 
mark :  before  us, 

\ViLLiA3i  Read,  } 

,  ,  >  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

JOSIAH   JOII.NSON,  5 


AVe,  Benjamin  Tidd,  of  Lexington,  and  Joseph  Abbot,  of  Lincoln,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  13ay,  in  New  Eng- 
land, of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth of  Api  il,  instant,  about  five  o'clock,  being  on  Lexington  common  and 
mounted  on  horses,  we  saw  a  body  of  regular  ti'oops  marching  up  to  the 
Lexington  company,  which  was  then  dispersing  ;  soon  after,  the  regulars 
fired,  first  a  few  guns,  which  Ave  took  to  be  pistols,  from  some  of  the  regu- 
lars who  were  mounted  on  horses ;  and  then  the  said  regulars  fired  a  volley 
or  two,  before  any  guns  were  fired  by  the  Lexington  company.  Our  horses 
immediately  started  and  we  rode  off:  and  further  say  not, 

Benjamin  Tidd, 
Joseph  Abbott. 

Lexington,  April  2oth,  1775. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  25th,  1775, 
Benjamin  Tidd,  and  Joseph  Abbott,  above  named,  being  duly  cautioned  to 
testify  the  whole  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposi- 
tion, by  them  subscribed :  before  us, 

AVilliam  Read,  •\ 

Josiah  Johnson,       >  Jusiices  of  the  Peace, 

William  Sticknet,  J 


We,  Nathaniel  Midliken,  Phillip  Russell,  Closes  Harrington,  Jun.,  Thomas 
and  Daniel  Hai-rington,  William  Grimer,  William  Tidd,  Isaac  Hastings,  Jo- 
nas Stone,  Jun.,  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus  Harrington,  John  Chandler, 
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Joshua  Reed,  Jun.,  Josepli  Simonds,  Pli'meas  Smith,  John  Chandler,  Jun., 
Reuben  Lock,  Joel  Viles,  Natlinn  Reed,  Siuuuel  Tidd,  lienjamin  Lock, 
Thomas  Winship,  Simeon  Snow,  John  Smith,  iMosos  Harrington,  3d,  Joshua 
Reed,  Ebenezer  Parker,  John  Harrington,  Enoch  Williiigton,  John  Ilosmer, 
Isaac  Green,  Phincas  Stearns,  Isaac  Dwrant,  and  Thomas  Ileadley,  Jun  ,  all 
of  lawful  age,  and  inhabitants  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  31iddlcscx,  and 
colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  do  testify  and  declare,  that 
on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  instant,  about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
being  informed,  that  several  oflicers  of  the  regulars,  had,  the  evening  licfore, 
been  riding  up  and  down  the  road,  and  had  detained  and  insulted  the  in- 
habitants passing  the  same  ;  and  also  understanding,  that  a  l)ody  ol' regulars 
were  marching  from  Boston,  towards  Concord,  with  intent,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed, to  take  the  stores  belonging  to  the  colony  in  that  town,  we  were 
alarmed,  and  having  met  at  the  place  of  our  company's  parade,  were  dis- 
missed by  our  ciiptain,  John  Parker,  for  the  present,  with  orders  to  be  ready 
to  attend  at  the  beat  of  the  drum.  We  further  testily  and  declare,  that 
about  five  o'clock  in  tiie  morning,  hearing  our  drunj  beat,  wc  proceeded  to- 
wards the  parade,  and  soon  found,  that  a  larire  body  of  troops  were  march- 
ing towards  us ;  some  of  our  company  were  coming  up  to  the  parade,  and 
others  liad  reached  it ;  at  which  time,  the  company  began  to  disperse  ;  whilst 
our  backs  were  turned  on  the  troops,  we  were  fil  ed  on  by  them,  and  a  num- 
ber of  our  men  were  instantly  killed  and  wounded.  Not  a  gun  was  fired  by 
any  person  in  our  company  on  the  regulars,  to  our  knowledge,  before  they 
fired  on  us,  and  they  continued  firing  until  we  had  all  made  our  escape. 

Nathaniel  Mullike.n,  Joel  Viles, 

Phillip  Russell,  Nathan  Reep, 

Moses  Harrington,  Jun.,  Samuel  Tidd, 

Thomas  Harrington,  Benjamin  Lock, 

Daniel  Harrington,  Thomas  Winshif, 

William  Grimer,  Simeon  Snow, 

William  Tidd.  John  Smith, 

Isaac  Hastings,  Moses  Harrington,  :^»., 

Jonas  Stone,  Jun.,  Joshua  Reed, 

James  Wyman,  Ebenezer  Parker, 

Thaddeus  Harrington,  John  Harrington, 

John  Chandler,  Enoch  Willington, 

Joshua  Reed,  Jun.,  John  Hosmer, 

Joseph  Simonds,  Isaac  Green, 

Phineas  Smith,  Phineas  Stearns, 

John  Chandler,  Jun.,  Isaac  J)urant, 

Reuben  Lock,  Thomas  Headley,  Jun. 

Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 


Middlesex,  ss.  April  25th,  1775. 
Nathaniel  Mulliken,  Phillip  Russell,  Moses  Harrington,  Jun.,  Tliomas 
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Harrington,  Daniel  Harrington,  William  Grimer,  AVilliam  Tidd,  Isaac  Has- 
tings, Jonas  Stone,  .Tun.,  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus  Harrington,  John  Chand- 
ler, Joshna  Keed,  Jun.,  Joseph  Sinionds,  Pliineas  Smith,  John  Cliandler, 
Jun.,  Reuben  Lock,  Joel  Viles,  Nathan  Keed,  Samuel  Tidti,  Benjamin  Lock, 
•  Thomas  Winship,  Simeon  Snow,  John  Smith,  Moses  Harrington,  3d,  Joshua 
Reed,  Ebenezer  Parker,  John  Harrington,  Enoch  Willington,  John  Hosmer, 
Isaac  Green,  Phineas  Stearns,  Isaac  Hurant,  and  Thomas  Headley,  Jun., 
above  named,  being  duly  cautioned  to  testify  the  whole  truth,  made  solemn 
oath  to  the  above  deposition,  as  containing  nothing  but  the  truth,  as  sub- 
scribed by  them:  betore  us, 

William  Reed,  \ 

JosiAH  JoiiNSOx,       I  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

William  STiCK>-Er,  / 


We,  Nathaniel  Parkhurst,  Jonas  Parker,  John  Munroe,  Jun.,  John  Win- 
ship,  Solomon  Peirce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meads,  John  Bridge,  Jun.,  Ebe- 
nezer Bowman,  AVilliam  Munroc,  3d,  Micah  Hagar,  Samuel  Sanderson, 
Samuel  Hastings,  and  James  Brown,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, and  colony  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  all  of  law- 
ful age,  do  testify  and  say,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April, 
instant,  about  one  or  two  o'clock,  being  informed,  that  a  number  of  regular 
officers  had  been  ridnig  up  and  down  the  road  the  evening  and  night  pre- 
ceding, and  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  as  they  were  passing,  had  been  in- 
sulted by  the  officers  and  stopped  by  them,  and  being  also  informed,  that  the 
regular  troops,  were  on  their  march  from  Boston,  in  order,  as  it  was  said, 
to  take  the  colony  stores  then  deposited  at  Concord,  we  met  on  the  parade 
of  our  company  in  this  town.  After  the  company  had  collected  we  were  or- 
dered by  Capt.  John  Parker,  who  commanded  us,  to  disperse  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  be  ready  to  attend  the  beat  of  the  drmn,  and  accordingly  tlie  com- 
pany went  into  houses  near  the  plcfce  of  parade.  We  fuilher  testify  and 
say,  that  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  attended  the  beat  of  our 
drum,  and  were  formed  on  the  parade.  We  were  faced  towards  the  regvdars 
then  njarching  up  to  us,  and  some  of  our  company  were  coming  to  the  pa- 
rade, with  their  backs  towards  the  troops,  and  others  on  the  j>arade  began  to 
-disperse,  when  the  regulars  fired  on  the  company  belbre  a  gun  was  fired  by 
any  of  our  company  on  them  ;  they  killed  eight  of  our  company  and  wound- 
ed several,  and  continued  their  fire  until  we  had  all  made  our  escape. 

Nathaniel  Parkhurst,       John  Bridge,  Jun., 

Jonas  Parker,  Ebenezer  Bowman, 

John  Munroe,  Jun.,  William  3Iunroe,  3d., 

John  Winship,  Micah  Hagar, 

Solomon  Peirce,  Samuel  SANDERsojy, 

John  Muzzy,  Samuel  Hastings, 

Abner  Meads,  James  Brown. 

Lexington,  25th  April,  1775. 
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Middlesex,  ss.  April  Soth,  1775. 
Nathaniel  Paikliiiist,  Jonas  Parker,  John  INFtmroc,  Juii.,  John  AVinship, 
Solomon  Peirce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meads,  John  Uridgc,  Jun ,  Ebcnezer 
Bowman,  Williatn  Mimroe,  'M.,  iMicah  Hagar,  Samuel  Sanderson,  Samuel 
Hastings,  and  James  Brown;  above  named,  being  duly  cautioned,  to  testify 
the  whole  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition,  by 
them  subscribed:  before  us, 

William  Read,  \ 

J osiAH  Johnson,       \  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

William  Stickney,  j 


I,  Timothy  Smith,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  de- 
clare, that  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  instant,  being  at  Lex- 
ington common,  as  a  spectator,  I  saw  a  large  body  of  regtdar  troops,  march- 
ing up  towards  the  Lexington  company  then  dispersing,  and  likewise,  saw 
the  regular  troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  company  before  the  latter  fired  a 
gun;  I  immediately  ran,  and  a  volley  was  discharged  at  me,  which  put  me 
in  imminent  danger  of  losing  my  liie  ;  I  soon  returned  to  the  common,  and 
saw  eight  of  the  Lexington  men,  who  were  killed  and  lay  bleeding  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  each  other,  and  several  were  wounded,  and  further 
saith  not, 

Timothy  Smith. 

Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  25th,  1775. 
Timothy  Smith,  above  named,  being  duly  cautioned  to  testify  the  truth, 
made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition,  by  him  subscribed : 
before  us, 

William  Read, 

Josiah  Johxson,       \  Justices  of  tlie  Peace. 

AViLLIAM   StICKNEY,  J 


We,  Levi  Mead  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  of 
lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of 
April,  being  on  Lexington  conmion,  as  spectators,  we  saAV  a  large  body  of 
regular  troops  marching  up  towards  the  Lexington  company,  and  some  of 
tlie  regulars  on  horses,  whom  we  took  to  be  officers,  fired  a  pistol  or  two  on 
the  Lexington  company,  which  was  then  dispersing;  these  were  the  first 
guns  that  were  fired,  and  they  were  immediately  followed  by  several  volleys 
from  the  regulars,  by  which  eight  men  belonging  to  said  company  were 
killed,  and  several  wounded. 

Levi  Mead, 
Levi  Harrington. 

Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 
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Middlesex,  ss.  April  25tii,  1775. 
Levi  Mead  and  Levi  Haningtoii,  above  uamed,  being  duly  cautioned  to 
testify  the  whole  truth,  made  solenm  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposi- 
tion, by  them  sid^scribed  :  before  u.^, 

William  Read,  -v 

J osiAii  Johnson,       \  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
William  Stickney,  j 


Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 
1,  William  Draper,  of  lawful  age,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Colrain,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  colony  of  tlie  3Iassachusetts  J?ay,  in  New  Eng- 
land, do  testify  and  declare,  that  being  on  the  parade  at  said  Lexington, 
April  nineteenth,  instant,  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  the  king's  regular 
troops  appeared  at  the  meethig-iiouse  of  Lexington.  Captain  Parker's  com- 
pany, "who  were  drawn  up  back  of  said  meeting-house  on  the  parade,  turned 
from  said  troops,  making  tlieir  escape  by  dis])ersing.  In  the  mean  time,  tiie 
regular  troops  made  an  huzza,  and  ran  towards  Captain  Parker's  company 
who  were  dispersing,  and  immediately  aftei-  the  huzza  was  made,  the  com- 
manding oflicer  of  said  troops,  as  I  took  him  to  be,  gave  the  command  to  the 
troops,  "j?re  '.—fire ! — dam7i  you,  fire .'"  and  immediately  they  fired,  before  anj'of 
Captain  Parker's  company  fii-ed,  1  then  being  within  three  or  four  rods  of 
said  regular  troops :  and  further  saith  not, 

William  Draper. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  25th,  1775. 
William  Draper,  above  named,  being  duly  cautioned  to  testify  the  whole 
truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  tiie  above  deposition  by  him  sub- 
scribed :  before  us, 

William  Read,  \ 

JosiAH  Johnson,       >  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

William  SticKxVey,  J 


Lexington,  April  23d,  1775. 

1,  Thomas  Fessenden,  of  lav.  ful  age,  testify  and  declare,  that  being  in  a 
pasture  near  the  meeting-house,  at  said  Lexington,  on  Wednesday  last,  at 
about  half  an  liour  before  sum-ise,  I  saw  a  number  of  regular  troops  pass 
speedily  by  said  meeting-house,  on  their  way  towards  a  company  of  mihtia 
of  said  Lexington,  who  were  assembled  to  the  number  of  about  an  hundred 
in  a  company,  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  rods  from  said  meeting- 
house: and  after  they  liad  passed  by  said  house,  I  saw  three  officers  on 
horseback  advance  to  the  front  of  said  regulars,  when  one  of  them,  being 
within  six  rod  of  said  militia,  cried  out,  "disperse  you  rebels  immediately;" 
on  which  he  brandished  his  sword  over  his  head  three  times;  mean  while, 
the  second  officer,  who  was  about  two  rods  behind  him,  fired  a  pistol  point- 
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ed  at  said  militia,  and  the  regu];u-s  kept  liuzzjiinjj:  till  lie  had  finished  brand- 
isliing  his  suord  ;  ami  when  he  liad  thus  finished  brai)dishi!i<j^  his  sword,  he 
pointed  it  down  toAs  ards  said  militia,  and  immediately  on  which,  the  said 
regulars  fired  a  volley  at  said  militia,  and  then  I  ran  oil'  as  iast  as  1  could, 
while  they  continued  firing  till  I  got  out  of  their  reach.  I  further  testify, 
that  as  soon  as  ever  the  officer  cried  "  disperse  you  rebels,"  tiic  said  compa- 
ny of  militia  disi)ersed  every  way  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  wJiile  they  were 
dispersing,  the  regulars  kept  firing  at  them  incessantly :  and  further  saitli 
not, 

Thomas  Fr-ssENDEis'. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  23d,  1775. 
The  within  named  Thomas  Fesscnden  appeared,  and  after  due  caution  to 
testify  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  within  deposition  by  him  subscribed:  before  us, 

William  Read,  ^ 
JosiAH  JoH>-sor;,  I  -^^^^'^^ 


Lincoln,  April  23d,  1775. 

I,  John  liateman,  belonging  to  the  fift3'-second  regiment,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Jones,  on  Wednesday  morning,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  in- 
stant, was  in  the  party  marching  to  Concord.  Being  at  Lexington,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  being  nigh  the  meeting-house  in  said  Lexington,  there 
was  a  small  })arty  of  men  gathered  together  in  that  place,  when  our  said 
troops  marched  by;  and  I  testify  and  declare,  that  I  heard  the  word  of  com- 
mand given  to  the  troops  to  fire,  and  some  of  said  troops  did  fire,  and  I  saw 
one  of  said  small  party  lie  dead  on  the  ground  nigh  said  meeting-house  ; 
and  I  testify,  that  I  never  heard  any  of  the  inhabitants  so  much  as  fire  one 
gun  on  said  troops. 

John  Batdman. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  23d,  1775. 

The  above  named  John  Bateman  voluntaril}',  being  previously  cautioned 
to  relate  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  deposition  by  him 
subscribed :  before  us, 

John  Cummings,     ?  j^^^^-^^  p,^,,. 


Lexington,  April  23d,  1775. 

We,  John  Hoar,  John  Whitehead,  Abraham  Garfield,  Benjamin  3Imiroe, 
Isaac  Pai'ks,  William  Hosmer,  John  Adams,  and  Gregory  Stone,  all  of  Lin- 
coln, in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Massachusetts  Bay,  all  of  lawful  age,  do 
testify  and  say,  that  on  \Vednesday  last  we  were  assembled  at  Concord,  in  the 
morning  of  said  da}',  in  consequence  of  information  received,  that  a  brigade 
of  regular  troo])s  Avere  on  their  maich  to  the  said  town  of  Concord,  who 
had  killed  six  men  at  the  town  of  Lexington.    About  an  hour  afterwards, 
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we  saw  them  approacljing,  to  the  number,  as  we  nppreliended,  of  about 
twelve  liuiulred ;  on  which,  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods  back, 
and  tlie  said  troo})s  then  took  possession  of  the  hill  where  we  were  first 
posted  ;  presently  after  this,  we  saw  the  trooj)?  moving  towards  the  north 
bridge, about  one  mile  from  the  said  Concord  meeiing-house.  AVe  then  imme- 
diately went  before  them  and  passed  the  bridge,  just  before  a  party  of  them, 
to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  arrived.  They  there  left  about  one 
half  of  their  two  hundred  at  the  bridge,  and  proceeded  with  the  rest  towards 
Colonel  Barrett's,  about  two  miles  Irom  the  said  bridge.  We  then,  seeing 
several  fires  in  the  town,  thought  the  houses  in  Concord  wx're  in  danger,  and 
marched  towards  tlie  said  bridge,  and  the  trooj)s  who  were  stationed  there,  ob- 
serving our  a})j)roach,  marched  back  over  the  bridge,  and  then  took  up  some 
of  tlie  planks.  We  then  hastened  our  march  towards  the  bridge,  and  when 
we  had  got  near  the  bridge  they  fired  on  our  men,  first  tliree  guns  one  after 
the  other,  and  then  a  considerable  number  more,  and  then,  and  not  before, 
having  orders  from  our  commanding  oflicers  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired 
upon,  we  fired  upon  the  regulars,  and  they  retreated.  On  their  retreat 
through  this  town,  and  Lexington,  to  Cliarlestown,  they  ravaged  and  de- 
stroyed private  property,  and  burned  throe  houses,  one  barn,  and  one  shop. 

John  Hoar,  Isaac  Parks, 

John  Whitehead,  William  Hosmer, 

Abraham  Garfield,  John  Adams, 

Benjamin  Munroe,  Gregory  Stone. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  23d,  1775. 
The  within  named  John  Hoar,  John  Whitehead,  Abraham  Garfield,  Ben- 
jamin Munroe,  Isaac  Parks,  William  Hosmer,  John  Adams,  and  Gregory 
Stone,  appeared,  and  made  oath  solemnly  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposi- 
tion :  before  us, 

William  Read,  j 

John  Cummings,  j^^^^  ^^^^^  p^^^ 

Jonathan  Hastings, 

Duncan  Ingrauam,  I 


Lexington,  April  23d,  1775, 
We,  Nathan  Barrett,  captain  ;  Jonathan  Farrer,  Joseph  Butler  and  Francis 
Wheeler,  lieutenants;  John  Barrett,  ensign;  John  Brown,  Silas  Walker, 
Ephraim  Melvin,  Nathan  Buttrick,  Stei)hen  Hosmer,  Jr.,  Samuel  Barrett, 
Thomas  Jones,  Joseph  Chandler,  Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce,  and  Ed- 
ward Richardson,  all  of  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Massaclmsetts  Bay,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  declare,  that  on 
Wednesday,  the  nineteenth  instant,  about  an  hour  after  sunrise,  we  assem- 
bled on  a  hill  near  the  meeting-house  in  Concord  aforesaid,  in  consequence 
of  information  that  a  number  of  regular  troops  had  killed  sLx  of  our  coun- 
trymen at  Lexington,  and  were  on  their  march  to  said  Concord :  and  about 
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an  hour  after  we  saw  them  approacliiiig,  to  the  number,  as  we  imagine,  of 
about  twelve  hundred  ;  on  which,  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods 
back,  and  the  aforesaid  troops  then  took  possession  of  the  liill  wliere  we 
were  first  posted.  Presently  after  this  we  saw  tlicm  moving  towards  tlie 
north  bridge,  about  one  mile  from  said  meeting-house  ;  we  tlien  immediate- 
ly went  before  them,  and  passetl  the  brid^^e  just  belore  a  party  of  tlicm,  to 
the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  arrived.  They  there  left  about  one  half 
of  liiose  two  hundred  at  tlie  bridge,  and  proceeded  with  the  rest  towards 
Colonel  iJarrett's,  about  two  miles  from  the  said  bridge.  We  then,  seeing 
several  fires  in  the  town,  thought  our  houses  were  in  danger,  and  immedi- 
ately marched  back  towards  said  bridge ;  and  the  troops  wiio  were  stationed 
there,  observing  our  approach,  marched  back  over  the  bridge,  and  then  took 
up  some  of  the  planks.  We  then  hastened  our  steps  towards  the  bridge, 
and  when  we  had  got  near  the  bridge,  they  fired  on  our  men  ;  tirst  three 
guns,  one  after  the  other,  and  then  a  considerable  number  more  ;  upon 
which,  and  not  before,  having  orders  from  our  commanding  officers  not  to 
fire  till  we  were  fired  uj)0u,  ^ve  tired  u[)on  the  regulars,  and  they  retreated. 
At  Concord,  and  on  their  retreat  through  Lexington,  tlicy  })lundorcd  many 
houses,  biu-nt  three  at  Lexington,  togetiier  u  iih  a  shop  and  a  barn,  and  com- 
mitted damage,  more  or  less,  to  almost  every  house  f  rom  Concord  to  Charles- 
town. 

Nathan  Barrett,  Nathan  Buttrick, 

Jonathan  Farrer,  Stephen  Hosmer, 
Joseph  Butler,  Samuel  Barrett, 

Francis  Wheeler,         Thomas  Jones, 
John  Barrett,  Joseph  Chandler, 

John  Brown,  Peter  Wheeler, 

Silas  Walker,  Nathan  Peirce, 

Ephraim  JMelvin,  Edward  Richardson. 

Lexington,  April  23d,  1775. 
We,  Joseph  Butler  and  Ejjhraim  ]Me]vin,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  when 
the  regular  troo])s  fired  upon  om*  ])eople  at  the  north  bridge,  in  Concord,  as 
related  in  the  foregoing  dejjositions,  they  shot  one,  and  we  believe  two  of 
our  people,  before  w  e  fhed  a  smglc  gun  at  them. 

Joseph  Butler, 
Ephraim  iMelvin. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  23d,  1775. 
The  within  named  Nathan  Barrett,  Jonathan  Farrer,  Joseph  Butler,  Fran- 
cis Wheeler,  Joim  Barrett,  John  Brown,  Silas  W^alker,  Ephraim  31elvin, 
Nathan  Buitrick,  Stephen  Hosmer,  Samuel  Barrett,  Thomas  Jones,  Joseph 
Chandler,  Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Peirce,  and  Eilward  Kichanlson,  ap{)ear- 
ed,  and  made  solemn  oatli  to  the  truth  of  the  above  depositions  by  them 
subscribed:  before  us,  Jonathan  Hastings,  \ 

John  Cummings,        >^  Justices  of  the  Ptace. 
Duncan  Ingrauam,  ) 

85 


G74 


EXCURSION  OF  THE  KING'S  TROOPS.    [April  19, 


Concord,  April  2.?d,  1775. 
I,  Timothy  Minot,  Jr.,  of  Concord,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  this  instant 
April,  after  1  had  heard  of  tlie  regular  troops  tiring-  u])on  the  Lexington 
men,  and  fearing  that  hostilities  might  be  committed  at  Concord,  thought  it 
my  incumbent  duty  to  secure  my  family.  After  I  had  secured  my  laniily, 
sometime  after  that,  returning  towards  my  own  dwelling,  and  finding  that 
the  bridge  0)i  the  northern  part  of  said  Cojicord  was  guarded  by  regular 
trooi)s,  l)cing  a  sjjectator  of  \\hi\t  had  happened  at  said  bridge,!  declare  that 
the  regular  troops  stationed  on  the  bridge,  after  they  saw  the  men  that  were 
collected  on  the  westerly  side  of  siiid  bridge  marched  towards  said  britlge, 
tlien  the  troops  returned  towards  the  easterly  side  of  said  bridge,  r.nd  form- 
ed themselves,  as  I  thought  for  a  regular  fight.  After  that,  they  tired  one 
gun,  then  two  or  three  more,  before  the  men  that  were  stationed  on  the 
westerly  i)art  of  said  bridge  fired  upon  them. 

TlMOTHT  MiNOT,  Jr. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  23d,  1775. 
Doct.  Timotiiy  Minor,  Jr.  personally  appeared,  and  after  due  caution  to 
testily  the  trnth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above  deposition  by  him  subscribed:  before  us, 

William  Read, 
Jonathan  Hastings, 
John  Cummings, 
Duncan  Ingrauam, 


Justices  of  the  Peace. 


Lexington,  April  23d,  1775. 

I,  James  Rarrett,  of  Concord,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  do  testify  and  say,  that  on  Wednesday  morning  last, 
about  day  break,  I  was  informed  of  the  api)roach  of  a  number  of  the  regu- 
lar troops  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  were  some  magazines  belonging  to 
this  province :  when  there  were  assembled  some  of  the  militia  of  this  and 
the  neighboring  towns,  then  1  ordered  tfiem  to  n^arch  to  the  north  bridge, 
so  called,  which  they  had  passed,  and  were  taking  up.  1  ordered  said  mili- 
tia to  inarch  to  said  bridge,  and  pass  the  same,  but  not  to  fire  on  the  king's 
troops  unless  ihey  were  first  firetl  upon.  We  advanced  near  said  bridge, 
when  the  said  troops  fired  upon  our  militia,  and  killed  two  men  dead  on  the 
spot,  and  wounded  several  others,  which  was  the  first  firing  of  guns  in  Con- 
cord. xMy  detachment  then  returned  the  fire,  which  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  the  king's  troops. 

James  Barrett. 

IMiDDLESEX,  ss.  APRlL  23d,  1775. 
The  above  named  James  Rarrett  personally  a])peared,  and  after  due  cau- 
tion to  testify  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  solemn  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition  by  him  subscribed:  before  us, 

William  Read,  •\ 
Jonathan  Hastings,  V  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
Duncan  Ingraham,  j 
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Lexington,  April  23d,  1775. 
We,  Bradbuiy  Robinson,  Saniuel  Spring,  Tliaddcus  Rmcroft,  all  of  Con- 
cord, and  James  Adams,  of  Lincoln,  all  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  all  of 
lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say,  that  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  near  ten  of 
the  clock,  we  saw  near  one  hundred  of  regular  troops,  being  in  the  town 
of  Concord,  at  the  north  bridge  in  said  town,  so  called,  and  having  passed 
the  same  they  were  taking  up  said  bridge,  when  about  three  hundred  of 
our  militia  were  advancing  towards  said  bridge,  in  order  to  pass  said  bridge, 
when,  without  saying  any  thing  to  us,  they  discharged  a  nund)cr  of  guns 
on  us,  which  killed  two  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  woundf^d  several  others, 
when  we  returned  the  firo  on  them,  which  killed  two  of  them,  and  wound- 
ed several ;  which  was  the  beginning  of  hostilities  in  the  town  of  Concord. 

Bradbury  IlomNSOx, 
Samuel  Spri.vg, 
Tdaddeus  JJancroft. 

Middlesex,  ss.  April  23d,  1775. 
The  within  named  Bradbury  Robinson,  Samuel  Spring,  Thaddeus  Ban- 
croft and  James  Adams,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  within  depo- 
sition by  them  subscribed;  before  us, 

William  Read,  ^ 

William  Stick.ney,  >  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Jonathan  Hastings,  ) 


Concord,  April  23d,  1775. 
I,  James  JMarr,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  say,  that  in  the  evening  of  the 
eighteenth  instant,  I  received  orders  from  George  Hutchinson,  adjutant  of 
the  fourth  regiment  of  the  regidar  troops  stationed  in  Boston,  to  prei)arc 
and  march :  to  which  order  I  attended,  and  marched  to  Concord,  where  I 
was  ordered  by  an  officer,  with  about  one  hundred  men  to  guard  a  certain 
bridge  there.  While  attending  that  sei'\-ice,  a  number  of  peo^ilc  came 
along,  in  order,  as  I  supposed,  to  cross  said  bridge,  at  which  time  a  number 
of  regular  troops  first  fired  upon  them. 

James  Marr, 

IMiDDLESEx,  ss.  ApRiL  23d,  1775. 
The  above  named  James  Marr  appeared,  and  after  due  caution  to  testify 
the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  deposition  by  him  voluntarily  subscribed :  before  us, 


DUxNCAN  InGRAHAM,     ?_  .  „ 

T         rk  C  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Jonas  Dix,  > 


I,  Edward  Thornton  Gould,  of  his  majesty's  own  regiment  of  foot,  being 
of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth 
instant,  under  the  order  of  General  Gage,  I  embarked  with  the  light  infan- 
try and  grenadiers  of  the  line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smith,  and  landed 
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on  the  marshes  of  Caml)riclge,  from  wlience  we  proceeded  to  Lexington. 
On  our  arrival  at  that  ])lace,  ue  saw  a  body  of  provincial  trooj)s  armed,  to 
the  number  of  about  sixty  or  seventy  men.  On  our  approach,  they  dis- 
persed, and  soon  after  firing  began,  but  which  party  fired  first  I  cannot  ex- 
actly say,  as  our  troops  rushed  on,  shouting  and  huzzaing,  previous  to  the 
filing,  which  was  continued  by  our  troops  so  long  as  any  of  the  provincials 
were  to  be  seen.  From  thence  we  marched  to  Coucord.  On  a  hill  near 
the  entrance  of  the  town,  we  saw  another  body  of  the  provincials  assem- 
bled. The  light  infantry  comi)anies  were  ordered  up  the  hill  to  disperse 
them.  C>n  our  approach  they  retreated  towards  Coucord.  The  grenadiers 
continued  on  the  road  under  the  liill  towards  the  tow  n.  Six  com])anies  of 
light  infantry  were  ordered  down  to  take  possession  of  the  bridge  which 
the  provincials  retreated  over.  The  company  I  commanded  was  one  ol'  the 
three  companies  of  the  above  detachment,  and  went  forward  about  two 
miles.  In  the  mean  time,  the  provincial  troojjs  returned,  to  the  number  of 
about  three  or  four  hundred.  We  drew  up  on  the  Concord  side  of  the 
bridge.  Tlie  provincials  came  do^vn  U[)on  us  ;  upon  w  hich  w  e  engaged  and 
gave  the  first  fire.  This  was  the  first  engagement  after  the  one  at  Lexing- 
ton. A  continued  firing  from  both  parties  lasted  through  the  w  hole  day.  I 
myself  was  wounded  at  the  attack  oi'  the  bridge,  and  am  now  treated  with 
the  greatest  humanity,  and  taken  all  possible  care  of,  by  the  provincials  at 
Medford. 

Edward  Thornton  Gould. 

Medford,  April  20th,  1775. 

Province  of  the  Massachusdts  Bay, 
JMiddlesex  County,  April  25Tn,  1775. 
Lieutenant  Edward  Thornton  Gould,  aforenamed,  personally  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration,  by  him  subscribed :  belbre  us, 

Thaddeus  Mason,  ^ 

JosiAH  Johnson,    V  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Simon  Tufts.  j 


Province  of  the  Massachuseiis  Bay. 
Charlestown,  ss. 
1,  Nathaifiel  Gorham,  Notary  and  Tabellion  Public,  by  lawful  authority, 
duly  admitted  and  sworn;  hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  con- 
cern, diat  Thaddeus  Mason,  Josiah  Johnson,  and  Simon  Tufts,  EsqVs,  are 
three  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  quorum  unus,  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  that  fidl  lUith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their 
transactions  as  such,  both  in  court  and  out.    Li  witness  whereof,  I  have 
hereunto  affixed  my  name  and  seal,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  AprU,  Anno 
Domini,  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 


Nathaniel  Gorham. 
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N.  B.  A  certificate  Avas  made  out  under  the  signature  of  the  notaiy  pub- 
lic, that  all  the  other  jti?;ticcs  %vho  adujiuistered  the  oaths  to  the  several  de- 
ponents, were  his  nuijesty's  justices  of  the  })cace,  in  the  counties  where  such 
certificates  were  made,  and  were  legally  appointed  to  tluit  otlice,  and  tliat 
full  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their  transactions. 


A  paper  having  been  printed  in  J*oston,  representing,  that  one  of  the 
British  troo{)s  killed  at  the  bridge  at  Concortl,  was  scalped,  and  the  cars  cut 
off  from  the  head,  su])posed  to  be  done  in  order  to  di>hoiior  the  i\lass;ichu- 
setts  people,  and  to  nvake  them  appear  to  be  savage  and  barbarous,  the  fol- 
lowing deposition  was  taken  that  the  truth  might  be  known. 

We,  the  subscribers,  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  say,  that  we  buried  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  king's  troops  that  were  killed  at  the  north  bridge  in  Con- 
cord, on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Aj)ril,  1775,  where  the  action  first  began,  and 
that  neither  of  those  persons  were  scalped,  nor  their  ears  cut  oil"  as  has 
been  represented. 

Zachariah  Brown, 
Thomas  Davis,  Jun. 

Concord,  May  11th,  1775. 

Zachariah  Brown,  Thomas  Davis,  Jun.,  personally  appeared  before  mc, 
and  made  oath  to  the  above  declaration. 

Duncan  Lvgraham,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Hamiah  Adams,  wife  of  Deacon  Josepli  Adams,  of  the  second  precinct  in 
Caujbridge,  testifieth  and  sailh,  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  last  past, 
upon  the  return  of  the  king's  troops  from  Concord,  divers  of  them  entered 
our  house,  by  bursting  open  the  doors,  and  three  of  the  soldiers  broke  into 
tlie  room  in  which  I  then  was,  laid  on  my  bed,  being  scarcely  able  to  walk 
from  my  bed  to  the  fire,  not  having  been  to  my  chamber  door  Irom  my  l)e- 
ing  delivered  in  child-birth  to  that  time.  One  of  said  soldiers  innncdiately 
opened  my  curtains  with  his  bayonet  fixed,  pointing  the  same  to  my  breast. 
I  immediately  cried  out,  "for  the  Lord's  sake  do  not  kill  mc  ;"  he  replied, 
"damn  you."  One  that  stood  near  said,  "we  will  not  hurt  the  woman,  if 
she  will  go  out  of  the  house,  but  we  will  surely  burn  it."  1  immediately 
ai'ose,  threw  a  blanket  over  me,  went  out  and  crawled  into  a  corn-house 
near  the  door,  with  my  infimt  in  my  arms,  where  I  remained  until  they  were 
gone.  They  immediately  set  the  liouse  on  fire,  in  which  I  had  left  five 
children,  and  no  other  person  ;  but  the  fire  was  happily  extinguished,  when 
the  house  was  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  utterly  consumed. 


Hannah  Adams. 
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Middlesex,  ss.  Cambridge,  Second  Preci>'ct,  IGth  Mat,  1775. 
Hannah  Adams,  tlie  subscriber  of  tlie  above  dci)Osition,  personally  ap- 
peared, and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  same  :  before  me, 

Jonathan  Hastings,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Cambridge,  May  19th,  3775. 
We,  Benjamin  Cooper  and  Rachel  Cooper,  l)oth  of  Cambridge,  aforesaid, 
of  lawful  age,  testify  and  say,  that  in  the  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth  day  of 
April  last,  the  king's  regular  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Gage, 
upon  their  return  from  the  blood  and  slaughter  which  they  had  made  at 
Lexington  and  Concord,  tired  more  than  a  hundred  bidlcts  into  the  house 
where  we  dwelt,  through  doors,  windows,  &c.  Then  a  number  of  them 
entered  the  house,  where  we  and  two  aged  gentlemen  were,  all  unarmed. 
We  escaped  for  our  lives  into  the  cellar.  Tiie  two  aged  gentlemen  were, 
immediately,  most  barbarously  and  inhumanly  murdered  by  tliem :  being 
stabbed  tla-ough  in  many  places,  their  heads  mauled,  skulls  broke,  and  their 
brains  dashed  out  on  the  floor  and  walls  of  the  house  ;  and  further  say  not, 

Benjamin  Cooper, 
Kachel  Cooper. 

Middlesex,  ss.  Mat  10th,  1775. 
The  above  named  Benjamin  Cooper  and  Rachel  Cooper,  appeared,  and 
after  due  caution,  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition,  by 
them  subscribed :  before  me, 

Jonas  Dix,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


The  foUoiinng  is  a  list  of  those  provincials  who  were  killed^  wounded,  and  mis- 
sing in  the  action  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  and  the  towns  to  which  they 
Ttspedively  belonged :  including  all  that  ivere  lost  on  that  day. 

Cambridge. — Killed:  William  Marcy,  Moses  Richai-dson,  John  Hicks,  Ja- 
son Russell,  Jabish  Wyman,  Jason  Winship.  ff  minded :  Capt.  Samuel  Whit- 
temore.   Missing :  Samuel  Frost,  Setli  Russell. 

Charlestown. — Killed:  James  Miller,  and  a  son  of  Captain  William 
Barber. 

Watertoavn. — Killed:  Joseph  Cooledge. 

Sddbdrt. — Killed:  Deacon  Josiah  Haynes,  Asahel  Reed.  Ifouiided: 
Josh  uia  H  ayn  cs,  J  u  n , 

Acton. — Killed:  Capt.  Isaac  Davis,  Abner  Hosmer,  James  Hayward. 

Bedford. — Killed:  Capt.  Jonathan  Wilson.    Jf'oimded :  Job  Lane. 

WoBCRN. — Killed:  Asa  Parker,  Daniel  Thomson.  Wounded:  George 
Read,  Jacob  Bacon. 
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Medford. — Killed:  Ilenrj'  Putnam,  William  Polly. 
Nkwto.v. —  Jf'oiuided  :  Noali  WiswulK 

Lexi>'gto-\. — Killed:  Jonas  Parker,  Robert  jMuiiroe,  Jedediali  Munroe, 
John  Raymond,  Samuel  Hadley,  Jonathan  Harrington,  Jun..  Isaac  Muzzy, 
Caleb  IJarrington,  Nathaniel  \Vyuian,  John  l>ro\vn.  f founded :  Francis 
Brou  n,  John  Uobbhjs,  Solomon  Peirce,  John  Tidd,  Jose])li  Comie,  Ebene- 
zer  Munroe,  Jun.,  Thomas  Winship,  Nathaniel  Farmer,  Pnnce,  a  negro. 

BiLLERiCA. — Jfounded :  John  Nichois,  Timothy  Blanchard. 

Chelmsford. —  Wounded:  Deacon  Aaron  Ciiambcrlaiu,  Capt.  Oliver  J3ar- 
ron. 

Co^xoRD. — Wounded:  Abel  Prescott,  Jan.,  Capt.  Charles  Miles,  Capt.  Na- 
than Karrett. 

Fra3ii>giiam. — Wounded:  Daniel  Hemenway. 
Stow. — Ifounded:  Daniel  Couant. 

Dediiam. — Killed:  Elias  Haven.    Jfounded:  Israel  Everett. 

Neediiam. — Killed:  Lieut.  John  Bacon, Serjeant  Elisha  Mills,  Amos  Mills, 
Nathaniel  Chamberlain,  Jonathan  Parker.  Wounded:  Capt.  Eleazer  Kings- 
bury, and  a  son  of  Doct.  Tolman. 

RoxRUKY. — Missing  :  Elijah  Seaver, 

BrooklixNE. — A'«7/t'£/ ;  Isaac  Gardner,  Esq. 

Salem. — Killed :  Benjamin  Peirce. 

Danvers. — Killed:  Henry  Jacobs,  Samuel  Cook,  Ebenezer  Goldthwait, 
George  Soutliwick,  Benjamin  Deland,  Jun.,  Jotham  Webb,  Perly  Putnam. 
Wounded:  Nathan  Putnam,  Dennis  Waliis.    Missing:  Jose])h  Bell. 

Beverly. — Killed:  Mr.  Kinnym.  Jfounded:  Nathaniel  Cleaves,  Samuel 
Woodbury,  William  Dodge. 

Ly.\n. — Killed:  Abednego  Ramsdell,  Daniel  Townsend,  William  Flynt, 
Thomas  Hadley.  Jfounded:  Joshua  Felt,  Timothy  Muiu-oe.  Missing:  Josi- 
ah  Breed. 


BRITISH  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT. 


A  CIRCUMSTA>TIAL  ACC0U>-T  of  A?»  attack  that  HAPPE>'ED  ox  THE 
IflXETEENTH  OF  APRIL,  1775,  ON  HIS  MAJESTY's  TROOPS,  BY  A  DUMBER 
OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BaY.  DrAWN 
UP  BY  ORDER  OF  HiS  EXCELLENCY  GOVERNOR  GaGE,  AND  ENCLOSED 
IN  A  LETTER  TO  GOVERNOR  TrUMBULL,  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


On  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth  April,  about  half  past  ten  at  night,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Smith,  of  the  10th  regiment,  embarked  from  the  common,  at 
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Uoston,  Avith  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantiyof  the  troops  tliere;  and  land- 
ed on  the  opjiositc  side  ;  from  wlicnce  he  began  his  march  towards  Con- 
cord, where  he  was  ordered  to  destroy  a  magazine  of  njilitary  stores,  dejios- 
ited  there  for  the  use  of  an  army  to  be  assembled,  in  order  to  act  against  his 
innjesty  and  his  goveriiitjent.  The  colonel  called  his  otlicers  together,  and 
gave  orders,  that  the  troops  should  not  fire,  unless  fired  upon  ;  and  after 
marching  a  few  miles,  detached  six  comi)anies  of  light  infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Pitcairn,  to  take  posssssion  of  two  bridges,  on  tlie  other 
side  of  Concord.  Soon  after,  they  heard  many  signal  guns,  and  the  ringing 
of  alarm  bells  repeatedly;  which  convinced  them,  that  the  country  was 
rising  to  oppose  them,  and  that  it  was  a  preconcerted  scheme  to  oppose  the 
king's  troops  whenever  there  should  be  a  lavorable  opportunity  for  it. 
About  three  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  troops  being  advanced  within 
two  miles  of  Lexington,  intelligence  Avas  received,  that  about  five  hundred 
men  in  arms,  Avere  assembled  and  determined  to  oppose  the  king's  troops; 
and  on  Major  Pitcairn's  galloping  up  to  the  head  of  the  advanced  companies, 
two  officers  informed  him,  that  a  man,  advanced  from  those  that  were  as- 
sembled, had  i)resented  his  musket  and  attempted  to  shoot  them,  but  the 
])iece  flashed  in  the  i)an  ;  on  this,  the  major  gave  directions  to  the  troops  to 
move  forward,  but  on  no  account  to  tire,  nor  even  attenipt  it,  without  orders. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  village,  they  observed  about  two  hun- 
dred armed  men,  drawn  up  on  a  green,  and  when  the  troops  came  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  them,  they  began  to  file  off  towards  some  stone  walls 
on  their  right  flank.  The  light  infantry  observing  this,  ran  after  them;  the 
major  instantly  called  to  the  soldiers  not  to  fire,  but  to  surround  and  disarm 
them.  Some  of  them,  who  had  jumped  over  a  wall,  then  fired  four  or  five 
shots  at  the  troops;  wounded  a  man  of  the  ]Oth  regiment,  and  the  majors 
horse  in  two  places,  and  at  the  same  time  several  shots  were  fired  from  a 
meeting-house  on  the  left:  upon  this,  Avithout  any  order  or  regularity,  the 
light  inlimtry  began  a  scattered  fire,  and  killed  several  of  the  country  peo- 
ple, but  were  silenced  as  soon  as  the  authority  of  their  officers  could  make 
them. 

After  this.  Colonel  Smith  marched  up  with  the  remainder  of  the  detach- 
ment, and  the  whole  body  })roceeded  to  Concord,  where  they  arrived  about 
nine  o'clock,  Avithout  any  thing  further  happening;  but  vast  numbers  of 
armed  people  were  seen  assembling  on  all  the  heiglits.  AVhile  Colonel 
Snfith  with  the  grenadiers  aiid  part  of  the  light  infantry  remained  at  Con- 
cord, to  search  for  cannon,  &c.  there,  he  detached  Cajjtain  Parsons  with  six 
light  companies,  to  secure  a  bridge  at  some  distance  fi'om  Concord,  and  to 
proceed  from  thence  to  certain  houses  where  it  was  supposed  there  were 
cannon  and  ammunition.  Caj»tain  Parsons,  in  pursuance  of  these  orders, 
posted  tljree  comjianies  at  the  britige,  and  on  some  heights  near  it,  under 
tlie  command  of  Captain  Laurie,  of  the  43d  reginient,  and  with  the  remain- 
der went  and  destroyed  some  cannon,  wheels,  i)owder,  and  ball.  The  peo- 
ple still  continued  increasing  on  the  heights,  and  in  about  an  hour  after,  a 
large  body  of  thcin  began  to  move  towards  the  bridge ;  the  light  companies 
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of  the  4th  and  10th  then  descentled  and  joined  Captain  Laurie.    The  peo- 
ple continued  to  advance  in  great  numhers,  and  fired  upon  the  king's  troops, 
killed  three  men,  wounded  four  officers,  one  sergeant,  and  four -private  men; 
upon  which,  after  returning  the  fire,  Ca{)tain  Laurie  and  his  officers,  thouglit 
it  prudent  to  retreat  towards  the  main  hody  at  Concord,  and  Avere  soon 
joined  by  two  companies  of  grenadiers.    When  Captain  Parsons  returned 
with  the  three  com})anies  over  the  bridge,  they  observed  three  soldiers  on 
tlie  ground,  one  of  them  scalped,  his  head  much  mangled  and  his  ears  cut 
off,  though  not  quite  dead  ;i  a  sight  which  struck  tlie  soldiers  vvitli  horror. 
Captain  Parsons  marched  on  and  joined  the  main  body,  who  were  only 
waiting  for  his  coming  up  to  march  back  to  Boston.  Colonel  Smith  iiad  exe- 
cuted his  orders  without  opposition,  by  destroying  all  the  military  stores  he 
could  find :  both  the  colonel  and  Major  Pitcairii,  having  taken  all  jiossible 
pains  to  convince  the  inhabitants  that  no  injury  was  intended  them,  and 
that,  if  they  opened  their  doors  when  required,  to  search  for  said  stores,  not 
the  shghtest  mischief  should  be  done  ;  neither  had  any  of  the  people  the  least 
occasion  to  complain  ;  but  they  were  sulky,  and  one  of  them  even  struck 
Major  Pitcairu.    Except  upon  Captain  J^aurie,  at  the  bridge,  no  hostilities 
happened,  from  the  affair  at  Lexington  until  the  troops  began  their  march 
back.    As  soon  as  the  troops  had  got  out  of  the  town  of  Concord,  tliey  re- 
ceived a  heavy  fii-e,  from  all  sides,  from  walls,  fences,  houses,  trees,  barns, 
&c.,  which  continued  without  intermission,  till  they  met  the  first  brigade 
with  two  field  pieces,  near  Lexington,  ordered  out  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Perc}',  to  support  them  :  advices  having  been  received,  about  seven 
o'clock  next  morning,  that  signals  had  been  made,  and  expresses  gone  out 
to  alarm  the  country,  and  that  the  people  were  rising  to  attack  the  troops 
under  Colonel  Smith.    Upon  the  firing  of  the  field  pieces,  the  people's  fire 
was,  for  a  while,  silenced ;  but,  as  they  continued  to  increase  greatly  in  num- 
bers, they  fired  again  as  before,  from  all  places  where  they  could  find  cover, 
upon  the  whole  body,  and  continued  so  doing,  for  the  space  of  fitleen  miles. 
Notwithstanding  their  numbers,  they  did  not  attack  openly  during  the  whole 
day,  but  kept  under  cover  on  all  occasions.    The  troops  were  very  much 
fatigued,  the  greater  part  of  them  having  been  under  arms  all  night,  and 
made  a  march  of  upwards  of  forty  miles,  before  they  arrived  at  Charlestown, 
from  whence  they  were  ferried  over  to  Boston. 

The  troops  had  above  fifty  killed,  and  many  more  wounded.  Kepoiis  are 
various  about  the  loss  sustained  by  the  country  people;  some  make  it  very 
considerable  ;  others  not  so  much. 

Thus  this  unfortunate  affair  has  happened,  tlirough  the  raslmess  and  im- 
prudence of  a  few  people,  who  began  firing  on  the  troops  at  Lexington. 

(1)  Sec  th(!  Journal  of  Congress,  IMay  9,  1775,  ante  page  209;  and  the  depositions  of  Zacliariah 
Brown,  and  Thomas  Davis,  Jun.,  ante  page  677. 
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INTERCEPTED  LETTERS. 

The  following  extracts  of  letters,  written  by  British  officers  and  soldiers 
in  Boston,  and  intercepted,  relating  to  the  events  of  the  19th  of  April,  1775, 
were  communicated  to  the  Provincial  Congress.^ 

BosTO>-,  April  28,  1775. 

I  am  w  elJ,  all  but  a  wound  I  received  through  the  leg  by  a  ball  from  one 
of  the  Bostonians,  At  the  lime  I  wrote  you  from  Quebec,  I  had  tlie  strong- 
est assurance  of  going  home,  but  the  laying  tlie  tax  on  the  New  England 
people  caused  us  to  be  ordered  for  Boston,  \vherc  we  remained  in  i)eace 
w  ith  the  inJiabitants,  till,  on  the  night  of  tlie  18th  of  April,  iweuty-one  com- 
panies of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  ordered  into  tlie  country,  about 
eighteen  miles  ;  where,  between  lour  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
met  an  incredible  number  of  the  people  of  the  country  in  arms  against  us. 
Col.  Smith,  of  the  10th  regiment,  ordered  us  to  rush  on  them  with  our  bayo- 
nets fixed  ;  at  wliich  time,  some  of  the  peasants  fired  upon  us,  and  our  men 
returning  the  fire,  the  engagement  began  ;  they  did  not  fight  us  like  a  regu- 
lai"  army,  only  like  savages,  behind  trees  and  stone  walls,  and  out  of  the 
woods  and  houses,  where,  in  the  latter,  we  killed  numbers  of  them,  as  well 
as  in  the  woods  and  fields.  The  engagement  began  between  four  and  five 
in  the  morning,  and  lasted  till  eight  at  night.  I  cannot  be  sure  when  you 
will  get  another  letter  from  me,  as  this  extensive  continent  is  all  in  arms 
against  us.  These  people  are  very  numerous,  and  full  as  bad  as  the  Indians 
for  scalping  and  cutting  the  dead  men's  ears  and  noses  ofl',  and  those  they 
get  alive,  that  are  womided  and  cannot  get  ofi'  the  ground. 


Boston,  April  28,  1775. 
The  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  marched  for  Concord,  where  were 
powder  and  ball,  arms,  and  cannon  mounted  on  carriages  ;  but  before  we 
could  destroy  them  all,  we  were  fired  on  by  the  country  people,  who  are 
not  brought  up  in  the  militaiy  way  as  ourselves:  we  were  surrounded  always 
in  the  woods  ;  the  firing  was  very  hot  on  both  sides  ;  about  two  in  the  alier- 
noon  the  second  brigade  came  up,  which  were  four  regiments  aiid  part  of 
the  artillery  ;  Avhich  w  ere  of  no  use  to  us,  as  the  enemy  were  in  the  w  oods ; 
and  when  we  found  they  fired  from  houses,  v.  e  set  them  on  fire,  and  they 
ran  to  the  woods.  AVe  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  Boston  again,  over  Charles 
river,  our  ammunition  being  all  fired  aAvay.  We  had  one  hundred  and  fifty 
wounded  and  killed,  and  some  taken  prisoners.  AVe  were  forced  to  leave 
some  behind,  who  were  wounded.  We  got  back  to  Boston  about  two 
o'clock  next  morning;  and  they  that  were  able  to  Avalk  were  forced  to 
mount  guard  and  lie  in  the  field.  I  never  broke  my  last  for  forty-eight 
hours,  for  we  carried  no  provisions,  and  thought  to  be  back  next  morning. 

(1)  See  the  Journal  of  May  l,aiUc  page  173.  Neither  the  address  nor  signature  of  any  letter  has 
been  preserved. 
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1  had  my  hat  shot  olF  my  head  three  times,  two  balls  through  my  coat,  and 
my  bayonet  carried  away  by  my  side,  and  near  being  killed.  The  peo])le  of 
Boston  are  in  great  trouble,  for  General  Gage  will  not  let  the  town's  people 
go  out.    Direct  for  me  to  Chatham's  division  of  marines. 


Boston,  April  30,  1775. 
Before  this  reaches  you,  you  may  hear  that  our  regiment  has  been  en- 
gaged with  the  provincials.  The  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  marched 
about  nine  at  night.  At  six  next  morning,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three 
soldiers  and  forty-seven  marines,  in  all  fifteen  hundred,  marched  toreenforce 
the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry :  we  joined  about  one  o'clock,  and  found 
them  not  engaged,  which  they  had  been  eight  hours  before ;  for  we  had  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  made  us  march  veiy  slow.  As  soon  as  we  came 
up  we  fired  the  cannon,  which  brought  them  from  behind  the  trees,  for  \\  e 
did  not  fight  as  you  did  in  Germany ;  for  we  did  not  see  above  ten  in  a 
body,  for  they  were  behind  trees  and  walls,  and  fired  at  us,  and  then  loaded 
on  their  bellies.  AVe  had  but  thirty-six  rounds,  which  obliged  us  to  go 
home  that  night ;  and  as  we  came  along,  they  got  before  us,  and  fired  at  us 
out  of  the  houses,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  of  us,  but  we 
levelled  their  houses  as  we  came  along.  It  was  thought  there  were  about 
six  thousand  at  first,  and  at  night  double  that  number.  The  king's  troops 
lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  Americans  five 
hundred,  men,  women,  and  children;  for  there  was  a  number  of  women  and 
children  burnt  in  their  houses.  Our  regiment  had  five  killed  and  thirty-one 
wounded,  particularly  Col.  Bernard  in  the  thigh,  which  all  the  regiment  is 
sorry'  for.  I  got  a  wounded  man's  gun,  and  killed  two  of  them,  as  I  am 
sure  of  We  have  been  busy  in  fortifying  the  town  ever  since  we  engaged, 
and  m  a  few  days  we  expect  a  good  many  more  troops  from  England,  and 
then  we  shall  surely  burn  the  whole  country  before  us  if  they  do  not  sub- 
mit, which  I  do  not  imagine  tfiey  will  do,  for  they  are  an  obstinate  set  of 
people.  They  have  formed  an  army,  and  keep  guard  close  to  our  work^',  so 
that  our  sentries  can  talk  together  at  ease.  We  were  engaged  from  six  to  six. 
The  whole  country  are  in  arms  against  us,  and  they  are  headed  by  two  of 
the  generals  that  headed  our  army  last  war  ;  their  names  are  Black  and  Put- 
nam. We  have  a  great  deal  of  shipping,  but  they  are  of  little  sen  ice,  only  to 
cover  the  town,  cannon  and  troops,  except  the  small  schooners  that  go  up 
the  creek  and  destroy  them,  which  they  have  done,  many  of  them.  There 
is  no  market  in  Boston:  the  inhabitants  are  all  staning:  the  soldiers  live  on 
salt  provisions,  and  the  officers  are  supplied  by  the  men  of  war  cutters,  who 
go  up  the  creeks  and  take  live  cattle  and  sheep  wherever  they  find  them  AVe 
vex  the  Americans  very  much  by  cutting  down  their  liberty  poles  and  alarm 
posts.  We  have  had  a  great  many  died  in  our  regiment  last  winter,  so  that 
what  with  wounded  men,  and  what  have  deserted,  we  have  not  tliree  hun- 
dred men,  and  dutj'  is  so  hard  that  we  come  off  guard  in  the  morning  and 
moimt  picket  at  night. 
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Boston,  Aphil  25,  1775. 

The  rebels,  when  we  came  to  Concord,  burnt  their  stores,  fired  upon  the 
king's  troops,  and  a  smart  engagement  ensued.  About  two  o'clock,  our 
brigade  came  up  to  them,  when  Ave  engaged,  and  continued  fighting  and 
retreating  towards  Boston.  The  rebels  were  monstrous  numerous,  and  sur- 
rounded us  on  every  side ;  when  they  came  up  we  gave  them  a  smart  fire, 
but  they  never  would  engage  us  properly.  We  killed  some  hundreds  and 
burnt  some  of  their  houses.  I  received  a  wound  in  my  head.  The  troops 
are  in  Boston,  and  surrounded  on  the  land  side  by  the  rebels,  who  are  very 
numerous,  and  fiilly  determined  to  lose  their  lives  and  fortunes,  rather  tlian 
be  taxed  by  England.  We  had  thirty-four  killed  and  wounded.  I  suppose 
the  king's  troops,  lost  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  sixty.  In  case  they  should 
take  Boston,  tlie  troops  will  retire  on  board  the  men  of  war,  and  then  the 
men  of  war  will  burn  the  town,  and  remain  till  more  troops  come  from  En- 
gland, and  then  conquer  them,  so  their  estates  and  lives  will  be  forfeited. 
There  are  only  four  thousand  soldiers,  and  about  fifty  or  sixty  tliousand  of 
Jtljem. 


BosTOxV,  IMay  2,  1775. 

The  19th  of  April  the  engagement  happened,  and  my  husband  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner ;  but  they  use  him  well,  and  I  am  striving  to 
get  to  him,  as  he  is  very  dangerous,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  out  or 
in,  or  to  get  any  thing,  for  we  are  forced  to  live  on  salt  provisions  entirely, 
and  they  are  building  batteries  round  the  town,  and  so  are  we,  for  we  are 
ex-pecting  them  to  storm  us.  Are  expecting  more  troops  every  day.  3Iy  hus- 
band is  now  lying  in  one  of  their  hospitals,  at  a  place  called  Cambridge,  and 
tliere  are  now  forty  or  fifty  thousand  of  them  gathered  together,  and  we  are 
not  four  thousand  at  most.  It  is  a  very  troublesome  time ;  for  we  are  ex- 
pecting the  town  to  be  burnt  down  every  day,  and  I  believe  we  are  sold,  and  1 
liear  my  husband's  leg  is  broke,  and  my  heart  is  almost  broken. 


KAVAGES  OF  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS. 


Statements  of  the  losses  susTAI^^:D  by  the  inhabitants  from  the 

RAVAGES  of  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS,  APRIL  19,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  estimate  the  damages  done  at  Cambridge, 
Lexington,  and  Concord,  by  the  king's  troops,  on  the  nineteenth  of  April, 
1775,  have  attended  that  duty,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 
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That  the  destruction  made  by  fire  and  robbery  on  said  day,  by  said  troops, 
is  as  follows,  viz. : 


The  damages  to  tlie  buildings  in  Cambridge,  estimated  according  to  the 
best  skill  and  judgment  of  your  cominittee,  after  viewing  the  siune,  amount 
to         .......         .         £76  5  6 

Tiie  value  of  the  goods  and  chattels  that  were  destroyed,  or  taken  out  of 
the  houses,  or  near  the  same,  by  the  estimation  of  tliosc  persons  who  left 
the  same,  according  to  their  several  accounts  exhibited  on  oath,  and  amiex- 
ed,  amounts  to  .  .  .  .  •         .         .      £1036  6  3 

The  value  of  the  goods  and  chattels  that  were  destroyed,  or  taken  out  of 
tlie  said  houses,  or  near  the  same,  by  the  estimation  of  those  persons  who 
left  the  same,  by  their  several  accounts  exhil)ited,  wlio  were  not  sworn,  by 
reason  of  some  being  absent,  or  some  other  inconvenience  that  attended  the 
same,  amounts  to         .....         .        £72  C  10 

The  damage  done  to  the  meeting-house  and  school-house  in  the  north- 
west precinct  in  said  Cambridge,  as  estimated  by  your  committee,  amounts 
to  £0  13  4 

The  vessels,  linen,  and  cash,  belonging  to  the  church  of  said  precinct, 
taken  out  of  the  house  of  Joseph  Adams,  deacon  of  said  church,  as  by  his 
account,  exhibited  on  oath,  amount  to  .  .  .        £1G  16  8 

The  whole  losses  suffered  in  Cambridge,  amount  to         .      £1202  8  7 


The  damages  sustained  in  Lexington,  are  as  follow,  viz.:  \  ■ 

The  buildings  destroyed  by  fire,  with  the  cash,  utensils,  and  moveables, 
either  burnt  in  the  same,  or  carried  away,  estimated  by  the  owners  of  the 
property,  as  by  their  accounts,  exhibited  on  oath,  amount  to        £891  8  C 

The  damages  to  other  buildings  in  said  town,  estimated  as  were  those  in 
Cambridge,  amomit  to  .  .  .  .  .  .        £32  18  7 

Damages  sustained  from  the  robberies  of  said  troops,  by  sundry  inhabi- 
tants, as  by  their  several  accounts  on  oath,  .  .  .  £7G0  18  2 
.  Damages  sustained  by  other  inhabitants,  as  by  their  several  accounts  ex- 
hibited, but  not  on  oath,  for  the  reason  before  mentioned,  amount  to 
the  sum  of       ......  .  £74  4  2 

Damages  to  the  meeting-house  in  said  town,        .         .         £1  12  0 

The  whole  amount  m  Lexington,    .         .         .         .     £1761  1  15 

The  damages  sustained  m  Concord,  were  as  follow ,  viz. : 

The  damages  to  the  buildings,  estimated  as  above,  are      .  £2  12  0 

The  damages  sustained  by  sundry  inhabitants,  estimated  in  manner  afore- 
said, under  oatii,  amount  to      .  .  .  .  .     £209  16  10 
The  damages  to  other  inhabitants,  not  under  oath,  for  reasons  before 
mentioned,  amount  to  .         .         .         .         ,         .         £59  1  9 
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Tlie  damage  to  sundry  door  locks  broke  in  his  majesty's  jail  in  said  town, 
by  account  exhibited,  on  oath,  by  the  under  keeper  of  said  jail,         £:J  0 
The  whole  amount  in  Concord,      ....       £'^74  IG  7 

Abraham  Fuller, 
IcHAKOi)  Goodwin, 
Oliver  Wiiit^et, 

Commiilee. 


ACCOUNTS  OF  DAMAGES, 

The  original  accounts  of  the  injuries  done  to  individuals,  not  having  been 
preserved  on  the  files,  the  following  returns  were  made,  by  order  of  the 
Legislature,  in  17d3. 

Joseph  LorixNg. 

An  account  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  belonging  to  Joseph  Loring, 
of  Lexington,  destroyed  and  carried  oil'  by  the  British  trooj)s  in  their  rava- 
ges in  said  town,  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  viz. : 

A  large  mansion-house,  and  a  barn  seventy  feet  long,  and  a 
xjorn-house,  all  burnt,         ......  £350  0  0 

Household  goods  and  furniture,  viz  :  eight  good  feather  beds 
and  bedding  ;  a  large  quantity  of  pewter  and  brass  ware ;  three 
cases  of  drawers ;  two  mahogany  tables ;  with  the  furniture  of 
jBight  rooms,  .......     230  0  0 

All  the  wearing  apparel  of  my  family,  consisting  of  nine  per- 
sons, .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       60  0  0 

All  my  husbandry  tools  and  utensils,  with  a  cider  mill  and 
press,  with  about  five  tons  of  Iiay,  and  two  calves,  .  .       72  0  0 

About  two  himdred  rods  of  stone  wall  tlirown  down,  .  .        5  0  0 

£3  in  specie,       .         .         '.         •         .         .  .300 

£720  0  0 

N.  B.  The  above  mentioned  buildings  were  the  first  that  were  destroyed 
in  tlie  town,  and  near  the  ground  where  the  brigade  commanded  by  Lord 
Percy  met  the  detachment  retreating  nnder  Lt.  Col.  Smith.  It  does  not 
appear  that  any  of  the  militia  were  in  or  near  tliese  buildings,  neither  could 
they,  in  any  way,  either  expose  or  retard  the  Uritish  troops  in  their  operations  : 
therefore,  the  destruction  must  be  considered  as  brutal,  baibarous,  and 
wanton. 

Joseph  Lori.ng. 

Jonathan  Harrington. 

Account  of  things  1  lost  on  the  nineteentli  of  April,  1775,  by  tlie  British 
troops. 

One  eight  day  clock,  carried  off,  almost  new,      .         .         .  £15   0  0 
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One  fine  India  dark  gown,  ..... 

.£280 

One  striped  English  cotton  gown, . 

1  10  0 

Two  dozens  of  cotton  and  linen  and  two  sheets,  . 

.     10   0  0  - 

Six  shirts,  six  shifts,  to  the  vahie  of         .          .  . 

7   0  0 

One  lawn  apron  ;  one  do.  cambric  ;  one  do.  linen, 

2  10  0 

Four  new  check  aprons,  ..... 

1  10  0 

One  dozen  of  handkerchiefs,  part  check,  part  printed, 

1  10  0 

One  bed  blanket,  ...... 

0  18  0 

Fifte<;n  pairs  stockings,  part  worsted,  part  thread  and  yarn, 

4   0  0 

Six  large  diaper  tjible  cloths,  .... 

4  10  0 

One  dozen  fine  diaper  cloths,        •         .         .  • 

2   8  0 

One  dozen  cotten  linen  do.  .... 

14  0 

One  dozen  of  napkins,  diaper,  .... 

1  10  0 

One  scarlet  riding  hood,  ..... 

2   0  0 

One  pair  of  new  boots  and  two  pairs  of  shoes, 

2   4  0 

One  new  razee  great  coat;  one  do.  blue,  .         .p.  , 

;>      6   0  0 

Two  new  beaver  hats,       .          .  , 

.      4   0  0 

Five  yards  of  cotton  and  linen  cloth, 

0  14  0 

A  number  of  women's  caps,  .... 

1  10  0 

One  niufi'and  ti])pet,  ..... 

0  12  0 

Three  looking  glasses,  all  large,    .  ... 

6   0  0 

Two  large  moose  skins,  ..... 

4    0  0 

Three  cartridge  boxes  ;  three  bridles  and  straps,  all  new, 

3   0  0 

Three  and  a  half  yards  of  ratteen, . 

1  15  0 

Two  cans,  one  trimmed  with  silver,  one  do.  pinchbeck,  . 

0  18  0 

One  dozen  of  stone  plates,  mugs,  bowls,  tea  pots,  &c.. 

1  12  0 

Two  good  razors;  a  number  of  books  ;  Latin  history,  Scc^ 

2   0  0 

One  dozen  of  spoons,  porringers,  <Scc.,  to  the  value  of 

1  16  0 

One  damask  cloth.    JNew  buckskm  breeches, 

Damage  to  my  house,  ninety-four  squares  of  glass. 

4   0  0 

Forty-two  wooden  sashes  broke  to  pieces, 

2   0  0 

Two  desks  broke,  clock,  cans,  &c.,          .  ... 

10  0 

£103   7  0 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  that  was  taken  in  and  sworn  to 
by  Major  Fuller  and  others,  with  some  additional  things. 

Jonathan  Harrington. 


Ltdia  Winship. 

Lexington,  January  23d,  1783. 

This  may  certifj',  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I,  the  subscri- 
ber, lost,  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  by  the  British  troops, 
in  household  furniture,  wealing  appai'el,  and  in  money,  more 
tlian  I  can  replace  with  the  sum  of  sixty-six  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings  and  lour  pence.    .         .         .         .         •  • 

Lydia  Winsuif. 


I 


I 


k 
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John  Mason. 

The  loss  and  damage  I  sustained  by  the  British  troops,  on  tlie 
nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  in  sundry  articles  of  clothing  and 
household  furniture,  &c.  &c.,  was  .....  £14  13  4 

;  John  Mason. 

Lexington,  Januaiy  23dj  1783. 


Matthew  Mead. 

The  account  of  the  loss  that  I  sustained  by  the  British  troops, 
on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  one 
poundij,  agreeably  to  the  present  value  of  those  things  that  I  lost.  £101  0  0 

Matthew  Mead. 


Benjamin  Merriam. 
The  following  is  a  true  and  just  account  of  tlie  damage  sustained  by  J?en- 
jamin  Meriam,  by  the  ravages  of  the  Biitish  troops,  in  the  to^^n  of  Lexing- 
ton, on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  1775. 

Real  Estate,    .  £6  0  0 

Personal  Property,     .         .         .         .         .         .  .21740 

Benjamin  Merria3i. 


Nathaniel  Farmer. 
The  following  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  what  damages  and  losses  I 
sustained,  by  the  wanton  ravages  and  depredations  of  the  troops  of  his  Brit- 
ish majesty,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy,  on  dieir  return  from  Con- 
cord, on  tlie  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  viz. : 

To  the  wearing  apparel  of  my  family,  consisting  of  seven  per- 
sons, together  with  my  bedding,    .....  £2G    0  0 

To  the  fiu-niture  of  three  rooms,  much  damaged  and  carried 
off,  16   0  0 

To  damage  done  my  house  and  shop  windows,  .         .      4  10  0 

£46  10  0 
Nathaniel  Farmer. 


Thomas  Fessenden. 
The  following  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  the  damages  I  sustained,  by 
the  wanton  ravages  of  tlie  British  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Per- 
cy, on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  in  tlieir  return  from  Concord,  viz.: 


To  damage  done  my  house  and  windows,  and  fences, .         .      £6  0  0 
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To  the  wearing  apparel  of  my  whole  family,  consisting  of  sev- 
en persons,  .  .  .  .  .  .         .  .       25  0  0 

To  the  bedding  and  fiu-niture  of  four  rooms,  with  several  arti- 
cles of  plate,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       75  0  0 

To  one  horse  and  chaise  stolen  and  carried  to  Boston,  .       33  0  0 

To  sundry  pieces  of  broadcloth,  and  many  other  articles  in  my 
trading  shop,  .  .         .  .         .         .         .       20  0  0 

£104  0  0 
TH03IAS  Fessende:^. 

Lexington,  January  23,  1783. 


Benjamin  Fiske. 
The  losses  that  1  sustained,  April  19th,  1775: 

Four  fine  Holland  shirts,  . 
One  sash  window,  . 
One  black  silk  apron, 
One  gold  ring, 
One  stone  ear  ring, 
One  pair  stone  sleeve  buttons, 
One  black  gauze  handkerchief. 
One  black  barcelona  do. 
Two  pair  cotton  hose. 
To  cash. 

One  quart  pewter  basin. 


£9    7  0 
Benjamin  Fiske. 


Jeremiah  Harrington. 


I  lost  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  the  following  articles: 

One  broadcloth  great  coat, 
One  pair  goatskin  breeches, 
One  pair  cotton  and  linen  sheets, 
Three  yards  calico,  at  tis  ]>ev  yard. 
One  yard  and  a  quarter  tow  cloth, 
Four  linen  handkerchiefs,  . 
Two  diaper  towels, 
Ten  yards  tow  cloth, 
One  i)ewter  platter, 
Eight  pewter  plates, 
Six  pint  porringers, 
87 


I 
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Six  spoons,  .  .  .         .  .         .  ,  .040 

One  i)air  hose,       .  •  .  .  .  .  .030 

One  pair  shoes,      .   "       .  .         .  .  .  .090 

£11  13  11 

Jeremiah  Harrington. 


Robert  llARRiNGTOiV. 
An  account  of  the  damage  done  by  the  British  troops,  on  the  nineteenth 
of  April,  1775 : 

To  clotiiing  and  linen  to  the  amount  of    .         .  .  .     £12  0  0 

Robert  Harrington. 


Joshua  Rond. 

The  following  is  a  true  and  just  account  of  the  damages  sustained  by 
Joshua  Bond,  by  the  ravages  of  the  British  troops,  in  the  town  of  Lexing- 
ton, on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1775. 

One  dwelling-house  and  shop,      .  .  ...  ,  £54    0  0 

Personal  property,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    135  IG  7 

Joshua  Bond. 


Benjamin  Brown. 
A  true  and  just  account  of  the  loss  and  damage  sustained  by  the  wanton 
cruelty  and  barbarity  of  the  British  troops,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  in 
real  property,  and  in  household  furniture  and  wearing  apparel,  &c.  c^c. 

Real  projierty,        .  .        - .  .  .  .  .£700 

Personal  estate,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .     35    0  0 

N.  B.  Having  delivered  to  a  committee,  sent  by  the  great  and  general 
court  or  convention,  a  list  of  the  articles  valued  separately  and  distinctly, 
the  subscriber  has  nothing  more  to  deliver  in  now,  than  the  total  of  the 
whole  as  above. 

Benjamin  Brown. 

Lexington,  Januarj-  20,  1783. 


Hepzibeth  Davis. 


Lost  at  Concord  fight: 

One  pair  of  sheets,  .  .  .  .  .  .     £0  18  0 

Two  pair  of  pillow  cases,  .  .  ,  .  .  .080 

Three  napkins,        .  .  .  .  ,  .  .040 

Two  table  cloths,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .040 

Three  smocks,       .         .  .  .  .  .  .      0  13  6 
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Three  aprons,        .  .  .  ,  ,         .  ,       0    C  0 

Shoes,  caps  and  other  articles,      .         .         .         .  .280 

£5  16 

I.cr 

IIepzibeth  X  Davis. 

mark. 


Benjamin  Estabrook. 

Lexington,  January  27,  1783. 

This  may  certify,  that  I,  the  suhscriher,  lost,  on  the  JOih  of  April,  1775, 
by  the  Britisli  troops,  in  damages  to  my  huildings  and  furniture,  and  provis- 
ions carried  away,  more  than  I  can  replace  now  for  twelve  pounds, 

Benjamin  Estabrook. 


Samuel  Bemis. 

An  account  of  damages,  and  plundering  from  me,  by  the  king's  troops, 
on  their  return  from  Concord,  on  the  IDth  of  April,  1775: 


About  twelve  panes  of  window  glass. 

One  pair  of  sheets  and  pillow  cases, 

Part  of  a  timepiece, 

A  looking  glass, 

Two  boxes,  with  sundries, 


Lexujgton,  January  23d,  1783. 


£0  12  0 
17  0 
1  IG  0 
0  G  8 
0   7  0 


£4    8  8 
Samuel  Bemis. 


Nathan  Blodget. 
This  is  to  certify,  that  the  following  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  the  dam- 
ages and  waste  1  sustained,  by  the  ravages  of  tlie  troo])s,  under  tlio  com- 
mand of  Lord  Percy,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  viz. : 

My  wearing  apparel,  namely:  two  coats,  one  pair  of  breeches, 
•one  beaver  hat,  and  sundry  other  articles,        .  .  .  £18    0  0 

Nathan  Blodget. 

Lexington,  January  22,  1783. 


Elizabeth  Samson. 
This  may  certify,  to  wdiom  it  may  concern,  that  I,  the  subscri- 
ber, lost,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  by  the  British  troops,  in 
wearing  apparel,  more  than  I  can  replace  with  the  sum  of       .  £10    0  0 

Elizabeth  Samson. 


69*2        EXCURSION  OF  THE  KING'S  TROOPS.    [April  19, 

Jonathan  Smith,  Jr. 
The  account  of  the  things  that  1  lost  by  the  British  troops,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1775 : 


Three  silver  spoons,          .  .  .  .  .  .  .     £0  15  0 

One  pair  of  silver  buckles,  .  .  .  .  .       0  18  0 

One  pair  of  sleeve  buttons,  .  .  ,  .068 

One  satin  bonnet  and  cloak,  .  .  .  .  .       3  12  0 

One  hat  and  one  })au*  of  shoes,  .  .  •  ,  .       1  10  0 

Two  pewter  porringers,     .  .  .  .  .  .020 

One  block-tin  tea  pot,        .  .  .  .  .  .0120 

One  blanket,           .          .  .  .  .  .  .       0  18  0 

To  a  number  of  other  articles,  .  ...  .  .220 

Damage  done  to  the  house,  .  .  .  .  .300 


£13  12  8 
Jonathan  Smith,  Jr, 


John  Williams. 

A  true  and  just  account  of  the  damages  received  by  the  British  king's 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy,  April  19,  1775 : 

To  damage  done  to  my  house  and  fence,  .  .         .     £3  10  0 

To  wearing  apparel  and  household  furniture,      .  .  .     33    5  0 

Sum  total,         .         .         .  £06  15  0 
John  Williams. 

Lexhigton,  January  23,  1783. 


John  Winship- 
•    Taken  by  the  British  troops  the  19th  of  April,  1775  : 

Two  suits  of  clotlies,  valued  at  twelve  poimds,  lawful  money,    .  £12    0  0 

John  Wi>suip. 

Leidngton,  January  23,  1783. 


Margaret  Winship. 

This  is  to  certify,  tliat  the  following  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  the  dam- 
ages and  waste  1  sustained,  by  the  ravages  of  the  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Percy,  on  the  lUth  of  April,  1775,  viz.: 


My  wearing  apparel  and  bedding,  with  sundi-y  articles  of  plate,  £15  0  0 
Also  the  furniture  of  two  rooms,  much  damaged  and  carried  oft',      6   0  0 
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Damages  done  to  my  house  and  windows,         .         .         .      110  0 


£22  10  0 
Margaret  Wi^nsiiip. 

Lexington,  Januaiy  22, 1783. 


MaRRETT  MUxNROE. 

Damage  done  by  the  British  troops,  the  19tli  of  April,  1775,  to  my  prop- 
erty carried  of!',  to  the  amount  of  tive  pounds  and  six  pence,     .     £5    0  6 

Marrett  Mckroe. 


William  Mu.vroe. 

The  account  of  things  taken  away  and  destroyed  by  the  British  troops, 
April  19,  1775 : 

Household  furniture  and  clothing,  ....  £83  11  9 

In  the  retail  shop,   .  .  .  .  .         .  .     90    0  0 

£173  11  9 

Damage  of  real  property,  .  .         .         .         .         .     30    0  0 

William  Mu.nroe. 


AiMOs  Muzzr. 

April  19,  1775. 

An  account  of  what  damage  the  British  troops  did  me  that  day; 

To  breaking  glass  windows,  .  .  .  .  .     £6  14  0 

To  one  lookuig-glass,        .  .  .  .  .  .       7  10  0 

To  crockery  w  are,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .200 

To  damai^e  to  real  estate,  .  .  .  .  .  .200 


£18   4  0 
Amos  Muzzy. 


Lydia  Mulliken. 
An  account  of  the  real  and  personal  property  belonging  to  the  widow 
Lydia  Mulliken  and  her  son,  destroyed  and  carried  off  by  the  British  ti'oops, 
m  their  ravages  in  said  town,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775 


One  mansion  house  and  shop, 
Household  furniture,  .... 
My  wearing  apparel,  and  that  of  five  of  my  family, 
A  number  of  valuable  clocks  and  clockmaker's  tools, 


£128   0  0 
lOG  12  0 

93  18  8 
105  10  0 

£431    0  0 


The  above  accoimt  is  computed  at  the  lowest  rate  tliat  things  can  be 
purchased  at  tiiis  day. 

Lydia  3Iclliken. 
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William  INI  un roe. 
An  account  of  the  loss  and  damage  sustained  by  William  31unroc,  late  of 
Lexington,  destroyed  by  the  ravages  of  the  British  troops,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1775,  viz.: 

Household  goods  and  furniture,    .         .         .         .  .£900 

Isaac  Reed,  one  of  the  heirs  to  said  estate. 

Lexington,  January  24, 1783. 


•  PAPERS 

RELATING  TO 

TICONDEROGA   AND   CROWN  POINT. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Committee  of  Saftiy. 

Cambridge,  April  30,  1775. 

Ge>tlem£>-  :— You  have  desired  mc  to  state  the  liuniber  of  caiiuon,  <Scc., 
at  Ticonderoga.  I  have  certain  iuformatiori,  that  tlierc  are  at  Ticoiidcroira, 
eighty  })ieccs  of  heavy  cannon  ;  twenty  brass  guns  from  four  to  eighteen 
pounders;  and  ten  or  twelve  large  mortars.  At  Skenesborough,  on  the 
south  bay,  there  arc  three  or  four  brass  cannon.  The  fort  is  in  a  ruinous 
condition,  and  has  not  more  than  fifty  men,  at  the  most.  There  are  large 
nimabers  of  small  arms,  and  considerable  stores,  and  a  sloop  of  seventy  or 
eighty  tons  on  the  lake.  The  place  could  not  hold  out  an  hour  against  a 
vigorous  onset. 

Your  most  obedient  sen  aut, 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

Hon  Joseph  Warren^  and  the  honorable  Committee  of  Safety, 


Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Congress  of  J^'civ  York. 

Cambridge,  April  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — It  has  been  proposed  to  us  to  take  possession  of  the  for- 
tress of  Ticoiideroga.  We  have  a  just  sense  of  the  im[)ortance  of  that  forti- 
fication, and  the  usefulness  of  the  fine  cannon,  mortars,  and  field  pieces 
which  are  there.  But  we  would  not,  even  on  this  emergency,  infringe  u])ou 
the  rights  of  our  sister  colony  of  New  York ;  but  we  have  desired  the  gen- 
tleman who  will  cany  this  letter,  to  represent  the  matter  to  you,  that  you 
may  give  such  orders  as  are  agreeable  to  you. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  afiection. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

JOSEPH  WARREN,  Chairman, 

To  Mtxandcr  McDougallj  Esq. 
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Edward  Mott  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

To  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress,  or  to  the  Council  of  War  for  the  Prov- 
ince of  Massachuselts  Bay : 

Shoreliam,  May  11,  1775. 

Gentlemi-.n: — I  would  congratulate  you  on  the  surrender  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Ticonderoga  to  the  American  forces.  The  atlair  was  planned  and 
conducted  after  the  following  manner :  a  number  of  the  provincial  gentle- 
men of  the  assembly  at  Hartford,  on  Friday  the  '^8th  of  April,  conversing  on 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  people  of  l{oston,and  the  means  necessary  to 
relieve  them,  fell  on  the  scheme  to  take  that  fortress,  that  we  might  have  the 
advantage  of  the  cannon  that  were  there,  to  relieve  the  people  of  IJostou. 
1  told  the  gentlemen,  that  in  my  opinion,  it  might  be  taken  by  surprise 
•with  a  few  men,  if  properly  conducted;  on  which,  they  desired  me,  if  1  was 
willing  to  serve  my  country  in  that  way,  to  join  Capt.  Noah  Phelps,  of  Sims- 
bury,  and  3Ir.  Bernard  Romans,  on  that  design;  and  furnished  us  with 
£3G0  in  cash  from  the  treasury,  and  desired  us  to  go  forward  to  the  upper 
towns  and  search  mto  the  situatioji  of  said  garrison,  and  if  1  thought  proper, 
to  proceed  to  take  possession  of  the  same.  On  which,  we  collected  to  the 
number  of  sixteen  men  in  Connecticut,  and  proceeded  forward  till  we  came 
to  Col.  Easton's,  at  Pittsfield  ;  and  there  we  consulted,  with  Col.  Easton,  and 
John  Brown,  Esq.,  who,  after  they  heard  our  plan  of  oj)eration,  agreed  to 
join  us,  and  after  informing  them  that  we  intended  raising  our  men  on  the 
Grants  for  the  aforesaid  purpose,  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  raise  and  march 
a  number  of  men  through  the  country  any  distance  without  our  plans  being 
discovered,  Col.  Easton  and  iMr.  Brown  told  us,  that  the  people  on  the 
Grants  were  poor,  and  at  this  time  of  year  it  would  be  difficult  to  raise  a 
sufficient  nuaihcr  of  men  there  to  take  and  hold  said  garrison;  whereon 
Col.  Easton  otfercd  to  raise  men  in  his  own  regiment  for  the  aforesaid  pur- 
pose, to  join  with  the  green  moimtain  boys;  on  which  I  set  out  with  him 
for  the  town  of  Jericho,  where  Col.  Ea?ton  raised  between  forty  and  lii'ty 
men,  and  proceeded  to  Bennington,  at  which  place  the  men  arrived  the  next 
day.  At  this  place  a  council  of  war  was  called,  Col.  Easton  being  chair- 
man, and  it  was  voted,  that  Col.  Allen  should  send  forward  parties  to  secure 
tlie  roads  to  the  northward,  to  piTvent  all  intelligence  from  arriving  before 
us.  On  Sunday  evening,  the  7th  of  this  instant  Way,  we  arrived  at  Castle- 
ton,  where,  on  the  next  day,  was  held  a  council  of  war  by  a  committee  cho- 
sen for  that  pur])ose,  of  which  committee  I  had  the  honor  to  be  chairman. 
After  debating  and  consulting  on  diffi3rent  methods  of  procedure  in  order 
to  accomplish  our  designs,  it  was  concluded  and  voted,  that  we  would  pro- 
ceed in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  that  a  ]>arty  of  thirty  men  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  llerrick,  should,  on  the  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  pro- 
ceed to  Skeucsborough,  and  take  into  custody.  Major  Skene  and  his  party, 
and  take  jjossession  of  all  the  boats  that  they  should  find  there,  and  in  the 
night  proceed  up  the  lake  to  Shoreham,  with  the  remainder  of  our  men, 
which  were  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  ^vho  were  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Ethan  Allen,  and  Col.  James  Easton  as  his  second,  and  Capt,  Warner, 
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the  third  in  command ;  as  these  three  men  were  tlic  persons  who  raised  the 
men  they  were  chosen  to  the  command,  and  to  rank  according  to  the  nuni 
ber  of  men  that  each  one  raised.  We  also  sent  off  Capt  Douglas,  of  Jericho, 
to  proceed  directly  to  Panton,  and  there  consult  his  hi  other  in  law,  w  ho 
lived  there,  and  send  down  soine  boats  to  Shorcham,  if  possible,  to  help  our 
people  over  to  the  fort.  All  this  it  was  concluded  should  be  done  or  at- 
tempted, and  was  voted  universally.  After  this  affair  was  all  settled,  and  the 
men  pitched  on  to  go  in  each  party,  all  were  preparing  for  their  march,  be- 
ing then  within  about  nine  miles  of  Skenesborough,  and  about  twenty-five 
miles  on  the  way  we  went,  from  Ticonderoga. 

Col.  Arnold  arrived  to  us  from  you  with  his  orders.  Wc  were  extremely 
rejoiced  to  see  that  you  fully  agreed  with  us,  as  to  the  expediency  and  im- 
portance of  taking  possession  of  the  garrisons.  But  we  were  shockingly 
surprised  when  Col.  Arnold  presumed  to  contend  for  the  connnaud  of  those 
forces  that  we  had  raised,  w  hom  we  had  assured,  should  go  under  the  com- 
mand of  their  own  officers,  and  be  paid  and  maintained  by  ilie  colony  of 
Connecticut ;  but  Mr.  Arnold,  after  we  had  generously  told  him  our  whole 
plan,  strenuously  contended  and  insisted,  that  he  had  a  right  to  connnand 
them  and  all  their  officers  ;  whicli  bred  such  a  mutiny  amongst  the  soldiers, 
as  almost  frustrated  our  whole  design.  Our  men  were  for  clubbing  their 
firelocks  and  marching  home,  but  were  prevented  by  Col.  Allen  and  Co). 
Easton,  who  told  them,  that  he  should  not  have  the  connnand  of  them,  and 
if  he  had,  their  pay  would  be  the  same  as  though  they  were  under  their 
conmiand  ;  but  they  w  ould  damn  the  ])ay,  and  say  they  would  not  be  com- 
manded by  any  others  but  tliose  they  engaged  with.  After  the  garrison  was 
surrendered,  Mr.  Arnold  again  assumed  the  command,  although  he  Jiad  not 
one  man  there,  and  demanded  it  of  Col.  Allen;  on  which,  we  gave  Col.  Al- 
len his  orders  in  writing,  as  follow,  viz. : 

To  Col.  Ethan  Mm  : 

Sir: — ^Whereas,  agreeably  to  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  by  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  w  e  have  appointed  you  to  take  the  command  of  a 
paity  of  men  and  reduce  and  take  possession  of  the  garrison  at  Ticondero':a, 
and  tlie  dependencies  thereto  belonging;  and  as  you  are  now  in  actual  pos- 
session of  the  same,  you  are  hereby  required  to  keep  the  command  and  pos- 
session of  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  American  colonies,  until  you  have  fin  - 
ther  orders  from  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  or  the  Continental  Congress. 

Signed,  per  order  of  the  committee  of  war, 

EDWARD  IMOTT,  Chairman  of  said  CommiUee. 

Col  James  Easton,  was  of  great  service  both  in  council  and  action,  and  in 
raising  men  for  the  above  expedition,  and  appeared  to  be  well  qualified  to 
be  not  only  a  colonel  of  the  militia  at  home,  but  to  command  in  the  field. 
Also,  John  Brow  n,  Esq.,  of  Pittsfield,  we  reconnnend  as  an  able  co(m.-ellor, 
and  full  of  spirit  and  resolution,  as  well  as  good  conduct.  We  wish  they 
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may  both  be  employed  in  the  service  of  their  country  in  a  situation  equal  to 
their  merits. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  the  K!th  of 
this  instant  May,  about  the  break  of  day,  our  men  entered  the  gate ;  till  then 
they  Avere  uiidir^covered,  and  in  the  most  cotnageous  and  inirei)id  manner 
darted  like  lightning  upon  the  guards,  so  that  but  two  had  lime  to  snap 
their  firelocks  at  us,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  the  fortress  and  its  dependen- 
cies were  delivered  into  our  hands.  There  are  about  forty  soldiers  taken 
prisoners  of  war,  including  officers,  and  excluding  those  taken  at  Skcnes- 
borough.    Not  one  life  was  lost  in  these  noble  acquisitions. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  in  haste,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  3I0TT,  Chairman  of  the  Commxiiee  of  War, 


Cerli/icate  of  Col.  Easlon,  and  others. 

Ticonderoga,  May  11,  1775. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  noio  fitting  at  Waicrloum  : 

This  is  to  certify,  that  previous  to  CoL  IJenedict  Arnold's  arrival  to  the 
forts  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  a  committee  sent  from  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  furnished  with  money  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  and  gan-i- 
soning  said  forts,  had,  with  the  assistance  of  eighty  men  from  INIassachu- 
setts,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  men  from  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
marched  within  a  few  miles  of  Ticonderoga,  and  this  morning,  at  day  break, 
took  possession  of  said  fort,  and  gave  the  command  thereof  into  the  hands 
of  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  Col.  Arnold  refuses  to  give  up  his  command,  which 
causes  much  difficulty ;  said  Arnold  not  having  enlisted  one  man,  ueiiher 
do  we  know  that  he  can  do  so.  As  said  committee  have  raised  the  men, 
and  are  still  raising  supplies  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  said  fort,  taking  the 
armed  sloop,  and  defending  the  country  and  the  fort,  we  think  said  Arnold's 
further  proceeding  in  the  matter,  highly  inexpedient  botb  in  regtud  to  ex- 
pense and  dispute. 

James  Easton,  Committee  of  War  for  the 
EpAPHRUa  Rall,  I  expedition  against  Ti- 
Edward  Mott,  j  conderoga  and  Croivn 
Noah  Phelps,     j  Point. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Committee  of  Safeti/. 

Ticonderoga,  May  11, 1775. 
Gentlemen  : — 1  wrote  you  yesterday,^  that  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  this 

(1)  The  letter  of  the  10th  of  Jlay,  was  not  received  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
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place,  1  found,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  collected  at  the  instance  of  some 
gentlemen  froin  Connecticut,  designed  on  the  same  errand  on  which  1  came, 
headed  hy  Col  Ethan  Allen  ;  and  that  I  had  joined  them,  not  thinking  prop- 
er to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  troops  I  had  engaged  on  lije  road,  but  to  attempt 
the  fort  by  surprise;  that  we  had  taken  the  fort  at  i'ouv  o'clock  yesterday 
morning,  without  opjjosiiion,  and  had  made  prisoners,  one  captain,  one  lieu- 
tenant, and  forty  odd  privates  and  subalterns;  and  that  we  found  the  fort 
in  a  most  ruinous  condition,  and  not  worth  repairing;  that  a  ])arty  of  fifty 
men  were  gone  to  Crown  Point,  and  that  I  intended  to  follow  with  as  many 
more,  to  seize  the  sloop,  &c. ;  and  that  1  intended  to  keep  ])ossession  here, 
until  I  had  further  advice  from  you.  On  and  before  our  taking  possession 
here,  I  had  agreed  with  Col.  Allen,  to  issue  future  orders  jointly,  until  I 
could  raise  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  relieve  his  people  ;  on  w  hicli  plan, 
we  proceeded,  when  I  wrote  you  yesterday ;  since  which,  Col.  Allen,  find- 
ing he  had  the  ascendency  over  his  people,  positively  insisted  I  should  have 
no  command,  as  I  had  forbid  the  soldiers'  plundering  and  destroying  private 
property.  The  power  is  now^  taken  out  of  my  hands,  and  I  am  not  consulted, 
nor  have  I  a  voice  in  any  matters.  There  arc  here,  at  present,  near  one  hun- 
dred men,  who  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  and  anarcliy,  destroying  and 
plundering  private  property,  and  committing  every  enormity,  paying  no  at- 
tention to  the  })ublic  service.  The  party  I  advised  were  gone  to  Crown 
Point,  have  returned,  having  met  with  head  winds;  and  that  expedition, and 
taking  the  sloop,  moiuitcd  w  ith  si.\'  guns,  are  entirely  laid  aside.  There  is  not 
the  least  regularity  among  the  troo[)s ;  but  every  thing  is  governed  by  whim 
and  caprice  ;  the  soldiers  threatening  to  leave  the  garrison  on  the  least  af- 
front. Most  of  them  must  return  home  soon,  as  their  families  are  suffering. 
Under  our  present  situation,  I  believe  one  hundred  men  could  retake  the 
fort,  and  there  seems  no  prospect  of  things  being  in  a  better  situation.  1 
have,  therefore,  thought  pro|)er  to  send  an  express,  advising  you  of  the  state 
of  affairs,  not  doubting  you  will  take  the  matter  into  your  serious  considera- 
tion, and  order  a  numl>er  of  troops  to  join  those  1  have  coming  on  here;  or 
that  you  will  appoint  some  other  person  to  take  the  command  of  them  and 
this  j>lace,  as  you  shall  think  most  proi)cr.  Col.  Allen  is  a  jirojier  man  to 
head  his  own  wild  jieople,  but  entirely  unacquainted  w^ith  military  service; 
and  as  I  am  the  only  person  who  has  been  legally  authorized  to  take  posses- 
sion of  this  place,  I  am  determined  to  insist  on  my  right,  and  think  it  my  du- 
ty to  remain  here,  against  all  opposition,  until  I  have  further  orders.  I  can- 
not comply  with  your  orders  in  regard  to  the  cannon,  &:c  ,  for  want  of  men. 
I  have  written  to  the  governor  and  general  assembly  of  Connecticut,  advis- 
ing them  of  my  appointment,  and  giving  them  an  exact  detail  of  matters  as 
they  stand  at  present.  I  should  be  extremely  glad  to  be  honorably  acquitted 
of  my  commission,  and  that  a  more  proper  person  might  be  appointed  in  my 
room ;  but,  as  I  have,  in  consequence  of  my  orders  from  you,  gentlemen, 
been  the  first  person  who  entered  and  took  possession  of  the  fort,  I  shall 


700 


TICONDEROGA  AND  CROWN  POINT. 


keep  it,  at  every  hazard,  until  I  liave  further  advice  and  orders  from  you, 
and  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

P.  S.  It  is  impossible  to  advise  you  how  many  cannon  are  here  and  at 
Crown  Point,  as  many  of  them  are  buried  in  the  ruins ;  there  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  iron  and  some  brass  cannon  and  mortars,  Sec,  lying  on  the  edge  of 
tlie  lake,  which,  as  the  lake  is  high,  are  covered  with  water.  The  confusion 
we  have  been  in,  has  prevented  my  getting  pro{)er  information,  further  than 
that  there  are  many  cannon,  shells,  mortars,  &c.,  which  may  be  very  ser- 
viceable to  our  army  at  Cambridge.! 

B.  A. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Cambridge. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

TicoNDEROGA,  IMay  14,  1775. 

Gentlemen  : — My  last  was  of  the  11th  instant,  per  ex|)ress  ;  since  which,  a 
party  of  men  have  seized  on  Crown  Point,  in  which  they  took  eleven  pris- 
oners, and  found  sixty-one  pieces  of  cannon  serviceable,  and  fifty-three  un- 
fit for  service.  I  ordered  a  party  to  Skcnesborougli,  who  have  made  Ma- 
jor Skene  prisoner,  and  seized  a  small  schooner,  which  has  just  arrived 
here.  I  intend  setting  out  in  her  directly,  with  a  batteau  and  fifty  men,  to 
take  possession  of  the  sloop,  which  we  are  advised  this  morning,  by  tlie 
post,  is  at  St.  Johns,  loaded  with  provisions,  &c,,  waiting  a  wind  for  this 
place.  Inclosed  is  a  list  of  cannon,  6cc.  here,  though  imperfect,  as  we  have 
found  many  pieces  not  included,  and  some  are  on  the  edge  of  the  lake  cov- 
ered with  water.  1  am,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Bernard  Romans,  mak- 
ing preparation  at  Fort  George,  for  transporting  to  Albany  those  cannon 
that  will  be  serviceable  to  our  army  at  Cambridge.  I  have  about  one  hun- 
dred men  here,  and  expect  more  every  minute.  IMr.  Allen's  party  is  de- 
xsreasing,  and  the  dispute  between  us  subsiding.  I  am  extremely  sori-y  mat- 
ters have  not  been  transacted  with  more  prudence  and  judgment.  I  have 
done  every  thing  in  my  power,  and  put  up  with  many  insults  to  preserve 
peace,  and  serve  the  public.  I  hope  soon  to  be  properly  released  from  this 
troublesome  business,  and  that  some  proper  person  may  be  appointed  in  my 
room,  till  which 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  sen'ant, 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

(1)  The  anawer  to  this  letter  is  inserted  in  the  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  ante  page  250. 
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P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Romans  concludes  on  going  to  Albany 
to  forward  carriages  for  the  cannon,  &c.,  and  provisions,  wliicli  will  be 
soon  wanted.  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  he  has  been  of  great  service  here,  and 
1  think  Jiiin  a  very  spirited,  judicious  gentleman,  who  has  the  service  of  the 
country  much  at  heart,  and  hope  he  will  meet  proper  encouragement. 

B.  A. 


lAst  of  Cannon,  JMorlars,  and  Stores,  taken  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga, 

May  11,  1775  : 

At  CroiDii  Point — Two  iron  twenty-four  pounders :  one  iron  twenty-four, 
useless :  one  brass  twenty-four,  serviceable :  four  iron  eighteeus,  and  four- 
teen iron  twelves,  not  examined,  but  appearing  good:  four  French  iron 
twelves,  useless:  eight  French  twelves  and  eighteens,  not  examined,  but 
appearing  good :  seven  long  nines,  double  fortified,  and  good :  twelve  long 
nines,  serviceable  :  two  long  nines,  mounted :  thirty-three  long  sixes  and 
nines,  useless:  seven  long  nines  and  twelves,  useless:  two  long  sixes,  good: 
two  short  sixes,  bad:  three  short  sixes,  not  examined:  three  siiort  sixes, 
useless :  one  English  thirteen  inch  mortar :  one  French  thirteen  inch,  two 
French  eight  inch,  and  two  eight  inch  howitzers,  all  serviceable. 

At  Ticonderoga — Three  long  eighteen  pounders,  good  :  two  French  eigh- 
teens, bad :  two  French  twelves,  bad,  and  two  good :  six  French  tw  elves, 
double  fortified,  good,  and  two  bad:  twelve  long  nines,  good,  and  five  bad  : 
eighteen  sixes,  bad:  nine  fours,  good:  one  six,  good:  nineteen  swivels, 
good :  two  wall  pieces,  good :  two  French  twelves,  bad :  one  thirteen  inch 
mortar  and  bed,  good :  one  seven  inch  and  bed,  good :  one  seven  uich  how- 
itzer, good  :  twenty-eight  iron  truck  wheels:  ten  carriages,  fit  ior  use  :  for- 
ty-two port  fires :  five  copper  ladles,  with  staves :  twelve  coi)per  ladles 
without  staves:  seventeen  iintstocks:  one  hundred,  eighteen  pound  shot: 
five  hundred  aiid  fifty,  twelve  pound  shot :  two  hundred  and  forty,  nine 
pound  shot:  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty,  six  pound  shot:  one 
hundred  and  sixty  eight,  quilted  grape  shot:  nine  tons  lead  bulls:  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  pounds  iron  balls :  twenty-eight  barrels  jmwdcr, 
damaged :  nine  hmidred  and  six  shells  :  thirty  thousimd  flints. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Crow:?  Point,  May  19,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — My  last  was  of  the  14th  instant,  by  Mr.  Romans,  via  New 
Haven.  I  then  acquainted  you  of  the  occasion  of  delay  in  not  carrying 
your  orders  into  execution.  The  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  being  joined 
by  Captains  Brown  and  Oswald,  with  fifty  men  enlisted  on  the  road,  they 
having  taken  possession  of  a  small  schooner  at  Skenesborou<:h,  we  imme- 
diately proceeded  on  our  way  to  St.  Johns,  and  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.  the 
37th  instant,  arrived  within  thii-ty  miles  of  St.  Johns.    The  weather  proving 
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calm,  we  manned  out  two  small  batteaux  with  thirty-five  men,  and  the  next 
morning,  at  six  o'clock,  arrived  at  St.. Johns,  surprised  and  took  a  sergeant 
and  his  party  of  twelve  wen,  the  king's  siooj)  of  about  seventy  tons,  with 
two  brass  six  pounders  and  seven  men,  without  any  loss  on  either  side. 
The  captain  was  gone  to  Montreal,  and  Avas  hourly  expected,  with  a  large 
detachntent  for  Ticonderoga,  a  number  of  guns  and  carriages  for  the  sloop, 
which  was  just  fixed  for  sailing  ;  add  to  this,  there  were  a  captain  and  forty 
men  at  Chaniblce,  twelve  miles  distant  from  St.  Johns,  who  were  expected 
there  every  minute  with  the  parly  :  so  that  it  seemed  to  be  a  mere  interpo- 
sition of  Providence  that  we  arrived  in  so  fortunate  an  hour.  Wc  took 
such  stores  on  board  as  were  valuable,  and  the  wind  proving  favorable,  in 
two  hours  after  our  arrival,  weighed  anchor  for  this  place,  Avith  the  sloop 
and  four  of  the  king's  batteaux,  having  destroyed  five  others:  so  that  there 
is  not  left  a  single  batteau  ibr  the  king's  troops,  Canadians  or  Indians,  to 
cross  the  lake  in,  if  they  have  any  such  intention.  I  must,  in  justice  to  Col. 
Allen,  observe,  that  he  left  Crown  Point  soon  after  me  lor  St  Johns,  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  on  my  return  I  met  him  five  leagues  this 
side,  and  supplied  him  with  provisions,  his  men  being  in  a  starving  condi- 
tion, lie  informed  me  of  his  intention  of  proceeding  on  to  St.  Johns  with 
eighty  or  one  hundred  men,  and  keeping  possession  there.  It  appeared  to 
me  a  wild,  impracticable  scheme,  and  provided  it  could  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, of  no  consequence,  so  long  as  we  are  masters  of  the  lake  ;  and  of 
that  I  make  no  doubt,  as  I  am  determined  to  arm  the  sloop  and  schooner 
immediately. 

1  wrote  you,  gentlemen,  in  my  former  letters,  that  I  should  be  extremely 
glad  to  be  superseded  in  my  command  here,  as  I  find  it  next  to  impossible 
to  repair  the  old  fort  at  Ticonderoga,  and  am  not  qualified  to  direct  in  build- 
ing a  new  one.  I  am  really  of  opinion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  one 
tliousand  or  fifteen  hundred  men  here  this  sunnne^  in  which  1  have  the 
pleasure  of  being  joined  in  sentiment  by  Mr.  Romans,  who  is  esteemed  an 
able  engineer.  I  am  making  all  possible  provision  for  wheel  carriages,  (Sec, 
to  carry  such  cannon,  &:c.  to  Albany,  as  can  be  spared  here  and  w  ill  be  ser- 
viceable to  our  army  at  Cambridge. 

1  must  refer  you  for  })articulars  to  the  bearer,  Capt.  Jonathan  Brown,  who 
has  been  very  active  and  serviceable,  and  is  a  prudent  and  good  officer,  and 
beg  leave  to  observe,  I  have  had  intimations  given  me,  that  some  persons 
had  determined  to  apply  to  you  and  the  Provmcial  Congress,  to  injure  me 
in  your  esteem,  by  misrepresenting  matters  of  fact.  I  know  of  no  other 
motive  they  can  have,  only  my  refusing  them  commissions,  for  the  very 
simple  reason,  that  1  did  not  think  them  qualified.  However,  gentlemen,  I 
have  the  satisfaction  of  imagining  I  am  employed  by  gentlemen  of  so  much 
candor,  that  my  conduct  will  not  be  coudenmed  until  1  have  the  opportunity 
of  being  heard. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  devoted  and  very  humble  servant, 


BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 
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P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  memorandum  of  such  cannon,  &c.  as  I  intend  send- 
ing to  Cambridge  :  also  of  sucli  as  are  here. 

By  a  return  from  Montreal  to  General  Gage,  J  find  there  are  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  men  in  Canada,  of  the  7lh  and  2{jlh  regiments,  includ- 
ing seventy,  whom  we  have  taken  prisoners. 

To  ihe  Commiitee  of  Safety,  Cambridge. 


Benedict  Jlrnold  to  the  Committee  of  Safely. 

Crown  Poknt,  Mat  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — IMy  last  was  of  the  19th  instant,  by  Capt.  Jonathan  lirown. 
I  then  advised  you  of  my  taking  possession  of  tlic  king's  sloop,  ^cc,  and 
that,  on  the  I6th  instant,  on  ray  return  from  St.  Johns,  Colonel  Allen,  with 
about  eighty  or  one  hundred  men,  passed  me,  with  llie  intention  of  making  a 
stand  at  St,  Johns,  and  not  being  able  to  dissuade  liim  from  so  rash  a  pur- 
pose, 1  supplied  hijn  with  provision,  &:c.  Yesterday  he  arrived  at  Ticondc- 
roga  with  his  party,  and  says,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  18ih  instant,  he  ar- 
rived with  his  parly  at  St  Johns,  and  hearing  of  a  detachment  ol'  men  on 
the  road  from  Montreal,  he  laid  an  ambush  for  them:  but  his  people  being 
so  much  fatigued,  when  the  i)arty  was  about  one  mile  distimt,  he  thought 
proper  to  reti-eat,  and  crossed  the  lake  at  St.  Johns,  where  ihcy  continued 
through  the  night :  at  dawn  the  next  day,  they  were,  when  asleep,  saluted 
with  a  discharge  of  grape  shot  from  six  field  pieces,  and  a  discharge  of 
small  arms  from  about  two  hundred  regulars.  They  made  a  precipitate  re- 
treat and  left  behind  three  men. 

Immediately  on  this  advice,  1  proceeded  here  with  the  sloop  and  schooner, 
as  well  armed  as  possible  under  our  circumstances,  and  eighty  men,  which, 
with  the  party  here  before,  make  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with 
whom  I  am  determined  to  make  a  stand  here  to  secure  the  cannon,  it  being 
impossible  to  remove  them  at  ])rcsent.  I  am  in  hourly  exj)ectation  of  t^^o 
or  three  hundred  men  more.  Most  of  those  here  have  enlisted.  Colonel 
Allen's  men  are,  in  general,  gone  home.  As  the  regulars  have  good  infor- 
mation of  our  strength  and  movements,  I  am  apprehensive  of  their  pavi/ig 
us  a  visit,  provided  they  can  get  batteaux  from  Montreal  to  St.  Johns.  I 
shall  make  every  possible  preparation  to  give  them  a  warm  rece])tion.  I 
have  commissioned  Capt.  John  Stone  in  the  sloop,  and  Capt.  Isaac  Mathews 
in  the  schooner,  and  have  written  to  New  York  for  a  number  of  gunners 
and  seamen,  to  man  the  two  vessels,  being  in  great  want  of  them  at  present, 
and  obliged  to  stay  on  board  one  of  tliem  myself. 

As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  men  arrive,  1  shall  lose  no  time  in  car- 
rj'ing  your  orders  hito  execution,  in  regard  to  the  cannon.  This  morning, 
very  luckily,  an  escort  of  provisions,  five  barrels  of  pork,  and  thirty  Ixirrels  of 
flour,  arrived  here,  as  a  present  from  Albany,  under  the  care  of  Capt.  Elijali 
Phelps,  the  last  barrel  of  our  pork  being  broached.   I  have  ordered  fifty 
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barrels  of  pork,  and  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  from  Albany,  wliicli  I  ex- 
pect soon.  Prior  to  wliicli,  I  bought  five  oxen  and  thirty  barrels  of  flour, 
which  is  all  the  provision  purciiased  yet.  The  people  enlisted  have  been 
promised  the  same  bounty  as  is  given  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  A  sum  of 
money  will  be  requisite  to  carry  matters  into  execution.  I  have£lGO,  found 
in  the  sloop:  but  as  it  was  the  property  of  the  captain,  I  don't  choose  to 
make  use  of  it  at  present.  1  have  sent  to  Albany  repeatedly  for  powder, 
and  can  get  none  there :  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  here,  which  I 
brought  from  Concord  ;  and  I  beg  you  will  order  a  quantity  to  be  sent  for- 
ward here  immediately.  1  have  written  to  Connecticut,  but  can  have  no 
dependence  from  that  quarter,  as  it  is  very  scarce  there.  I  hope  some  gen- 
tleman will  soon  be  aj)pointed  in  my  room  here,  who  is  better  able  to  sene 
the  public  than  1  am.    In  the  interim, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  one  of  Col.  Allen's  party,  who  was  taken 
prisoner  at  St.  Johns,  has  made  his  escape,  and  says,  that  on  the  19th  in- 
stant, there  were  about  four  hundred  regulars  at  St.  Johns,  who  expected  to 
be  reenforced  by  more  men,  and  were  making  all  possible  preparations  to 
cross  the  lake,  and  retake  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga.  I  have  sent  ex- 
presses to  Fort  George  and  Skenesborough,  to  rally  the  country.  You  may 
depend,  gentlemen,  these  places  will  not  be  given  uj),  unless  we  are  over- 
powered with  numbers,  or  deserted  by  Providence,  which  has,  hitherto,  sup- 
ported us. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

B.  ARNOLD. 


Gov.  Trumhvll  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Hartford,  May  25,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  with  the  enclosed  resolve 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massaciiusetts  Bay,  was  delivered  to  me  by 
Col.  Easton,  and  communicated  to  the  general  assembly,  who  have  desired 
me  to  return  their  congratulations  on  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga,  a  for- 
tress truly  important,  and  to  assure  you  they  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  the 
merit  of  those  ofiicers  and  soldiers  by  whose  bravery  and  good  conduct  it 
was  achieved.  As  this  advantage  was  gained  by  the  united  councils  and 
enterprise  of  a  number  of  private  gentlemen  in  your  province,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  York,  and  this  colony,  prompted  only  by  a  zeal  lor  the  liberty  of 
their  country,  without  public  authority  to  our  knowledge,  and  is  of  great 
and  general  importance  to  the  united  colonies,  it  was  thought  best  to  take 
the  advice  of  the  Continental  Cojigress  upon  the  manner  of  treating  it  in 
future,  both  by  the  general  assembly  of  this  colony  and  the  committee  of 
New  York,  as  well  as  by  you.    Despatches  were  accordingly  sent  to  Phila- 
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deJpliia,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Continental  Congress  thereon  have  been 
received  this  day,  by  express,  wilii  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  New 
York,  coj)ies  of  which,  enclosed,  are  herewith  sent  yon. 

By  them  you  will  see,  the  present  cnstody  of  that  fortress  is  committed 
to  the  provii'.ce  of  New  York,  with  the  assistance  of  the  New  England  col- 
onies, if  needed.  The  general  assembly  of  this  colony  behold  your  situa- 
tion with  concern,  and  a  fixed  resolution  to  contribute  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  your  defence  and  preservation,  and  as  far  as  pertains  to  them,  are 
willing  and  desirous  you  should  have  the  benefit  of  such  artillery  as  maybe 
spared  from  the  fortresses  of  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga ;  but,  as  they 
do  not  consider  themselves  as  entitled  to  the  command  of  those  places,  they 
caimot  take  n[jon  themselves  to  give  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  heavy 
cannon  that  may  be  spared,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other  colonies 
interested  in  thenj. 

The  necessity  of  securing  and  maintaining  the  posts  on  the  lakes,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  becomes  daily  more  evident,  from  the  reiterated  in- 
telligence we  receive,  of  the  plan  formed  by  our  enemies  to  distress  us,  by 
inroads  of  Canadians  and  savages,  from  the  province  of  Quebec,  upon  the 
adjacent  settlements.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  our  delegates  at- 
tending at  New  York,  to  communicate  measures  with  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress in  that  city,  throws  an  additional  light  on  this' subject,  and  is  thought 
worthy  to  be  comnjunicated  to  you.  Whil:?t  the  designs  of  otn-  enemies 
against  us,  fill  us  with  concern,  we  cannot  omit  to  observe  the  smiles  of 
Providence  upon  us,  in  revealing  their  wicked  plans,  and  hitlrerto  prosper- 
ing the  attempts  of  the  colonies  to  frustrate  them.  With  a  humble  reliance 
on  the  continuance  of  divine  favor  and  protection  in  the  cause,  of  the  jus- 
tice of  which  a  doubt  cannot  be  entertained,  the  general  assembly  of  this 
colony  are  ready  to  cooperate  with  the  other  colonies,  in  every  exertion  for 
their  common  defence,  and  to  contribute  their  i)roportion  of  men  and  other 
necessaries,  for  maintaining  the  posts  on  the  frontiers,  or  defending  or  re- 
pelling invasions  in  any  other  quarter,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  colony, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  TRUiAIBULL. 

To  the,  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachvsells, 


Committee  of  JVew  York  to  Gov.  Ti^umhidl. 

New  York,  May  25,  1775. 

HoNOREn  Sir: — I  am  directed  by  the  general  committee  of  association 
for  this  city  and  county,  to  transmit  to  your  honor  the  enclosed  authentic 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  received  by  express,  and 
89 
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to  iuform  your  honor,  that  in  consequence  thereof,  we  immediately  shipped 
to  Albany  one  hundred  barrels  of  pork,  and  that  a  select  conmiittee  has 
been  appointed  to  purchase  and  torward,  without  delay,  cordage,  oakum, 
pitch,  guns,  and  every  other  necessary  that  may  be  wanted  from  hence,  to 
carry  into  execution  the  aforesaid  resolution. 

We  liave  also,  by  express,  desired  our  brethren  of  Albany  to  give  their 
aid  and  assistance. 

I  have  the  lienor  to  he,  most  respectfully, 

Your  honor's  most  obedient  and  humble  sei*vant, 

HENRY  REMSEN,  DcpuUj  Chainnan. 

Hon,  Gov.  TrumhulL 

Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

In  CONTINENTAIi  Co>'GRESS,  TuURSDAY,  MaY  18,  ]775. 

Whereas,  there  is  indubitable  evidence  that  a  desigji  is  formed  by  the 
British  ministry,  of  making  a  cruel  invasion,  Ironi  the  province  of  Quebec, 
upon  these  colonies,  lor  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  lives  and  liberties, 
and  some  steps  have  actually  been  taken,  to  carry  the  said  design  into  exe- 
cution; and  whereas,  several  inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies  residing 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ticonderoga,  immediately  exposed  to  incursions,  impelled 
by  a  just  regard  for  the  defence  and  jueservation  of  themselves  and  their 
countrymen  from  such  imminent  dangers  and  calamities,  have  taken  pos- 
session of  that  post,  in  which  was  lodged  a  quantity  of  cannon  and  mihtary 
stores,  that  would  certainly  have  been  used  in  the  intended  invasion  of 
tliese  colonies :  this  Congress  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  committees 
of  the  cities  and  counties  of  Nev.'  York  and  Albany,  innnediatcly  to  cause 
the  said  cannon  and  stores  to  be  removed  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  south 
end  of  Lake  George,  and,  if  necessary,  to  apply  to  the  colonies  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  Connecticut,  for  such  an  additional 
body  of  forces  as  will  be  sufficient  to  establish  a  strong  post  at  that  place, 
eflectually  to  secure  the  said  cannon  and  stores,  or  so  many  of  them  as  it 
may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  there  ;  and  that  an  exact  inventory  be  taken 
of  all  such  cannon  and  stores,  in  order  that  they  may  be  safely  returned, 
when  the  restoration  of  the  former  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  so  ardently  wished  for  by  the  latter,  shall  render  it  prudent  and 
consistent  with  the  overruling  law  of  sell-preservation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 


CHARLES  THOMBSON,  Secretary, 
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Committee  of  Connedicut  to  the  General  .Assembly. 

NiiM^  York,  May  23,  177."). 

Sir: — We  arrived  in  this  city  last  eveninj^,  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  committee  of  New  York  liave  conii)lic'd  witlj  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress,  as  to  furnishing  our  threes  at  Ticondero- 
ga  with  provisions. 

The  Provincial  Convention  of  tliis  province  are  now  sitting,  but  Jmve 
not  got  through  the  business  of  examining  certificates,  <5cc.  We  have 
not,  therefore,  as  yet,  laid  our  appointment  before  them.  We  have  iiad  a 
personal  conference  with  Mr.  Price,  an  eminent  English  merchant  of  Mon- 
ti-eal,  who  is  sent  by  the  English  merchants  of  that  place,  ex{)ress  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  with  intelligence  of  a  most  interesting  nature.  He 
informs  us,  that  all  the  French  oflicers  of  Canada  are  now  in  actual  j)ay  un- 
der General  Carlton  ;  that  St.  Luke  La  Corne,  who  was  suj»erintendcnt  of  all 
the  Indians  in  Canada,  while  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  is 
father  in  law  of  Mr.  Camplx.ll,  who  is  superintendent  under  his  nuijesty, 
has  sent  belts  to  tlie  northern  tribes,  as  far  up  as  the  f-dls  of  St.  Mary  and 
Michilimakinak,  to  engage  them  to  take  up  arms  against  the  New  England 
colonies,  but  the  event  of  that  embassy  is  not  yet  known  :  that  a  sinfilar  ap- 
plication had  been  m;idc  to  the  tribes  nearer  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Engli^^h 
settlements,  but  with  Ihtle  success,  as  not  more  than  forty  Indians  could  be 
found  that  would  engage  in  the  measures :  that  the  plan  of  oj)crations  in 
Canada  is,  to  })rocure  the  savages  to  join  with  the  Canadians  in  hostilities 
against  the  rebels  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Price  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Canadian  peasants  will  not,  but 
with  the  utmost  reluctance,  engage  against  the  colonists,  but  that  the  no- 
blesse are  our  bitter  enemies :  he  also  says,  that  General  Carlton  was  ex- 
pected at  iMontreal  in  a  day  or  two  after  he  left  that  place,  which  was  the  1  lti« 
of  jMay  instant,  and  that  he  was  to  take  up  his  residence  there  for  this  sum- 
mer. 

We  are  uo\v  about  to  take  up  lodgings  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  where  we 
shall  have  an  0})portunity  of  conversing  with  the  citizens,  and  of  learning 
their  true  spirit. 

The  Provincial  Convention  of  New  Jersey  meet  this  day  :  we  propose  to 
wait  on  tl»em  sometime  this  week. 

We  can,  at  present,  give  you  no  just  account  of  the  state  of  the  cause  of 
liberty  in  this  city,  but  hope,  Irom  tlie  little  information  we  have  already 
had,  that  tliere  will  not  be  so  general  a  defection  as  was  apprehended. 

We  are,  Su*,  with  due  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

NATHANIEL  WALES,  Jr., 
THADDEIS  BURR, 
PIERPONT  EDWARDS. 

To  the  Hon.  JFdliam  Jfilliams,  Esq., 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Jlssemhly,  Connecticut, 
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Congress  o/A^eiv  York  to  the  Committee  of  Safetij. 

In  Proviijcial  Congress,  New  York,  May  26,  1775. 

Brethren: — Havin«j  received  a  niinute  of  the  grand  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  which  we  send  yon  a  copy  herewith ;  we  wrote  a  letter  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  company  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  of  which  we  also  send  you 
a  copy. 

AVe  do  not  doubt  of  your  ready  concurrence  in  the  measures  recommend- 
ed by  that  august  body,  in  which  we  do  entirely  acquiesce. 

We  pray  you  to  act  on  this  occasion  with  prudence  and  expedition,  espe- 
cially as  we  have  received  intimations  from  our  brethren  in  Connecticut, 
that  they  cannot  send  a  sufficient  force  for  the  purposes  mentioned  to  them 
in  our  letter.  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  we  are  affectionately 
your  friends  and  brethren  in  the  general  cause  of  freedom. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants, 

P.  V.  B.  LIVINGSTON,  President. 

To  Joseph  Warren,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Commiltee  of  Sffety 
for  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Crown  Point,  May  26,  1775. 

<3entlemen  : — My  last  was  of  the  23d  instant ;  I  then  advised  you  of  the 
situation  of  matters  here  ;  since  wiiich,  there  has  been  no  material  altera- 
tion. Very  few  men  have  arrived ;  we  have  fixed  the  sloop  with  six  car- 
riage and  twelve  swivel  guns;  the  schooner  with  four  carriage  and  eight 
swivel ;  both  vessels  are  in  good  order,  and  tolerably  well  manned,  eight 
gentlemen  having  arrived  from  Hartford,  who  are  seamen.  I  have  sent  two 
ten  inch  iron  mortars,  two  eight  inch  brass  mortars,  and  two  eight  inch 
howitzers  to  Ticonderoga,  to  be  forwarded  to  Fort  George.  You  may  de- 
pend on  my  sending  the  camion  from  this  place  as  soon  as  possible.  There 
are  three  thirteen  inch  iron  mortars  here.  I  beg  to  know  what  1  shall  do 
with  them.  I  have  received  large  donations  of  tlour,  pork,  peas,  &c.,  from 
Albany,  near  seventy  barrels,  and  1  am  informed,  there  is  a  large  quantity 
on  the  road  from  that  place,  and  a  quantity  supplied  from  Connecticut.  The 
advices  I  received  from  Butterfield,  and  communicated  in  the  postscrii)t  of 
my  last  of  the  2:id  instant,  ])rove  to  be  premature.  I  have  good  intelligence 
from  a  batteau  immedititely  from  St.  Johns,  which  place  she  left  the  19th 
instant,  that  the  regulars  were  returned  to  Cliamblee. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 


To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Cambridge. 


BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 
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General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  to  tJie  Provincial  Congress. 

Hartford,  May  27,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — You  liave,  doubtless,  received  the  advice  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  relative  to  the  important  fortresses  and  posts  of  Ticondeioga 
and  Crown  Point.  We  esteem  it  necessary  to  be  guided  l)y  their  oj)iiiion  in 
every  important  transaction,  and  have  great  satisfaction  in  their  a[»probation 
of  the  capture  made  of  tliose  i)0sts;  and  their  advice  relating  to  tiie  remov- 
ing the  cannon,  &:c.,  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George,  and  making  a  stand 
there,  must  probably  he  compHcd  with,  unless  they,  upon  further  consider- 
ation, shall  alter  their  opinion,  and  advise  to  making  the  stand  at  one  or 
both  the  aforesaid  forts,  which  this  house  and  assembly  judge  to  be  much 
more  expedient,  on  many  obvious  accounts,  and  have,  several  days  since, 
signified  their  opinion  to  our  delegates  at  said  Congress,  and  from  thence, 
and  for  other  reasons,  hope  for  their  concurrence. 

The  bearer,  Capt.  Phelps,  who  has  been  very  active  and  useful  in  the  cap- 
tures, is  just  arrived  with  important  advices  from  Col.  Arnold,  of  an  ex])ect- 
ed  attack,  speedily  from  Governor  Carlton,  and  is  charged  with  the  same 
advices  from  Mr.  xirnold  to  you.  In  consequence  of  them,  and  the  iniminent 
danger  the  people  there  are  exposed  to,  our  assembly  liave  just  ordered  five 
hundred  pounds  of  our  phtance  of  powder,  to  be  fortiiwith  sent  thein ;  and 
also,  have  ordered  four  companies  to  march,  for  their  present  relief,  and 
have  advised  the  New  York  Provincial  Congress  of  this  step ;  and  also,  are 
now  despatching  advices  of  the  same  to  the  Continental  Congress,  again  set- 
ting forth  the  advantage  of  maintaining  a  pest  at  Ticonderoga  or  Crown 
Point,  and  suggesting  our  wishes,  that  they  reconsider  their  advice. 

In  the  mean  lime,  you  may  be  assured  that  we  have  no  such  claim  to  the 
acquisition  or  the  command  of  them  as  in  the  least  degree  to  interfere  with 
any  measures  you  may  think  pro])er  to  adopt  relating  to  them,  and  consider 
what  we  have  done  as  a  small  and  temporary  relief. 

I  am,  Gendemen,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant,  by  their  order, 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  SpeafcerA 


Governor  Trumbull  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Hartford,  May  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — I  am  desired  to  inclose  to  you,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Congress  of  New  York  to  this  assembly,  dated  25th  instant,  which  you  will 
receive  herewith,  per  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  on  his  return  from  the  Continen- 
tal Congress.  The  contents  of  the  above  mentioned  letter  were  immediately 
taken  into  consideration  by  this  assembly ;  in  consequence  whereot,  they 

■  (1)  TUq  answer  to  this  letter  is  printed  in  the  Journals  of  the  Provincial  Consres-«,  page  2S8. 
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came  into  the  following  resolutions.  That  one  thousand  men,  including 
four  hundred  Avhich  we  had  hcfore  ordered,  under  command  of  Col.  Hin- 
man,  should  march,  as  soon  as  possihle,  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 
for  the  supjjort  and  defence  of  those  fortresses.  That  they  cojitinue  lliere 
until  tiiey  are  relieved  by  the  province  of  New  York,  or  are  otlierv.  ise  order- 
ed by  this  assembly.  That  Col.  llinman  take  the  command  of  our  troops 
on  those  stations.  That  the  troops  be  furnished  with  one  pound  of  powder 
and  three  pounds  of  bullets  to  each  soldier.  That  Col.  Llinman  be  ordered 
to  keep  up  the  strictest  vigilance,  to  ])revent  any  hostile  incursions  from  be- 
ing made  into  the  settlements  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  And,  that  the 
Provincial  Congresses  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  Jjay,  be  advised  of 
these  measures;  and  the  New  York  Congress  be  requested  to  forward  the 
necessary  supplies  lor  said  troops,  and  such  otiier  supplies  of  ammunitiou 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

Advice  of  these  resolutions  is  already  sent  forward  to  New  York,  per  .Mr. 
Colton,  your  express  to  Philadeljdiia. 

It  is  jnatter  of  doubt  with  us,  whether  the  above  mentioned  detachment  of 
troops  ordered  by  this  colony,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  important  purposes 
for  which  they  are  destined.  But  w^e  recollect  that  Col.  Arnold  is  now  on 
the  spot  w^ith  a  commission,  as  we  understand,  to  raise  a  regiment  in  the 
pay  of  your  province.  We  are  not  informed  how  far  he  has  i)roceeded  in 
that  design.  If  he  meets  with  success,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  his  regiment, 
joined  with  the  troops  we  have  sent,  will  be  able  to  maintain  their  ground 
and  keep  i)ossession  of  those  important  jiosts. 

AVc  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  consideration,  the  furnishing 
such  additional  supply  of  powder  fron)  you,  as  you  shall  think  necessary  to 
ho  sent  forward  for  tiie  sup})ort  of  those  nortliern  posts.  1  am  very  sorr}'  to 
have  it  to  say,  that  we  are  credibly  infoi  nied  there  are  not  five  liundred 
pounds  of  i)ow  der  in  the  city  of  New  York  :  but  at  the  same  time,  are  advis- 
ed, that  means  are  taking  to  supply  them  with  that  very  im[)ortant  article. 

1  am,  with  great  truth  and  reganl,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  TRLLMBULL. 

Tlvc  Itonorahlt  Provincial  Congress  of  MassacJaiselts  Bay. 


Tlie  Congress  of  J\'ew  York  to  the  AssenMy  of  Connecticut. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New  York,  May  25,  1775. 

To  tlie  honorable  Vie  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Ilnglish  Colony  of 

Connecticut  : 

Brethren  : — By  a  minute  of  the  grand  Continental  Congress  of  the  18th 
of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
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five,  a  copy  of  which  we  do  herewith  transmit  you,  we  are  iriformed,  that 
Ticoiidcro^a  hath  heen  taken  by  sundry  inJiabitants  of  the  northern  colo- 
nies; and  from  the  minute  aforesaid,  wc  are  assured  tlmt  this  measure  was 
for  the  common  safety  of  the  American  colonies.  In  pursuance  of  llie  di- 
rections contained  in  that  miimte,  we  have  given  the  necessary  orders  for 
removing  the  cannon  and  stores,  taken  at  that  important  fortress,  to  the 
south  end  of  Lake  George,  and  for  securing  them  there  ;  and  we  liave  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  John  N.  Bleeker,  Henry  I.  l>ogert,  George  Pahner,  Dirk 
Swart,  and  Peter  Lansing,  superintendents  of  this  business.  Tljere  is  no 
doubt  but  that  our  bretiuTU  of  Connecticut  will  feel  great  reluctance  at  the 
idea  of  ordering  any  of  their  troops  to  march  within  iJie  bounds  of  this  col- 
ony, for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  fort  at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  cannon 
and  stores  above  mentioned  at  Fort  George.  i>ut  we  pray  you  to  cast  away 
all  fears  of  offending  us  upon  this  occasion.  AVe  shall  be  hapjn-  to  hear  that 
you  have  placed  a  part  of  your  forces  in  these  posts,  with  intent  to  defend 
them  until  they  shall  be  relieved  by  troojis  fi-oni  this  colon}'. 

In  further  pursuance  of  tlie  directions  of  the  grand  Congress,  we  have  or- 
dered provisions  to  be  conveyed  to  Ticonderoga  and  Lake  George,  and  we 
shall  cojitinue  to  furnish  such  su[)[)lies  as  we  shall  deem  necessary. 

You  will  be  ])leased,  gentlemen,  to  appoint  trusty  commanders  over  your 
forces  destined  lor  the  purjioses  above  mentioned ;  and  we  do  assure  you  of 
our  willingness  that  they  shall  take  the  command  at  those  places  while  gar- 
risoned by  your  troops. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  in  this  and  all  other  matters,  we  will 
pay  the  highest  attention  to  every  recommendation  of  the  grand  Continental 
Congress,  ajid  that  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

P.  V.  13.  LIVINGSTON,  President. 

By  order  of  the  Congress, 
John  McKisson, 


[SSON,  i 

:NSO^■,  ^ 


rt           T>  r  Secretaries. 

Robert  Be:  

P.  S.  We  pray  you  to  use  every  effort  to  preserve  and  improve  the  pre- 
sent peaceable  dis])ositions  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  for  wiiicli  purpose 
we  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  strictest  vigilance  to  prevent 
any  incursions  li  om  being  made  into  the  j)rovince  of  Quebec. 


Benedict  Arnold  to  ilie  Committee  of  Safety. 

Crown  Point,  May  29,  1775. 
Gentlemen: — I  was  equally  surprised  and  alarmed  tliis  day,  on  receiving 
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advice,  via  Albany,  tliat  the  Continental  Congress  had  recommended  tlie  re- 
moving of  all  tiie  cannon,  stores,  S^c,  at  Ticonderoga  to  Fort  George,  and 
evacuating  Ticonderoga  entirely,  which  being  the  only  key  of  this  country, 
leaves  our  very  extensive  frontiers  open  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and  if 
put  into  execution,  will  be  the  entire  ruin  of  five  hundred  families  to  the 
northward  of  Ticonderoga.  1  have  written  to  the  Congress  and  given  my 
sentiments  very  freely,  with  your  instructions  to  nje,  as  I  fancy  they  have  had 
no  intelligence  of  my  appointment  or  orders.  Col.  Allen  has  entirely  given 
up  the  command.  I  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  here,  and  expect,  in  two 
or  three  weeks,  to  have  my  regiment  completed,  and  believe  they  will  be 
joined  by  a  thousand  men  from  Connecticut  and  New  York.  1  have  sent  to 
Lake  George,  six  large  brass  and  iron  mortars  and  howitzers,  and  one  brass 
and  three  iron  twelve  pounders ;  and  shall  pursue  your  orders  with  all  the 
despatch  in  my  power. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

Col.  Haslon  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

PiTTSFiELD,  May  30,  1775. 

To  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress^  now  sitting  at  Jf'atertown,  and  to  the 
honorable  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Cambridge. 

Mat  it  please  tour  honors  : — When  I  arrived  express  from  Ticondero- 
ga, to  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Water- 
town  and  Cambridge,  I  represented  to  those  two  honorable  boards,  that  the 
reduction  of  that  im})ortant  fortress  had  taken  its  rise  in  the  general  court 
of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  as  it  was  also  mentioned  in  the  letter  from 
Capt.  Mott  to  those  two  honorable  boards  aforesaid;  ui)on  which,  the  Con- 
gress passed  a  resolve,  and  the  president  of  the  Congress  was  ordered  to 
write  to  the  said  general  assembly,  desiring  them  to  garrison  and  fortify 
those  late  acquisitions,  and  also  to  bring  down  some  of  the  cannon  to  our 
head  quarters  at  Cambridge.  When  I  arrived  at  the  assembly,  and  deliver- 
ed the  letter  to  the  governor,  his  honor  told  me,  that  the  assembly  had  not, 
as  an  assembly,  taken  the  matter  up,  but  that  it  had  its  original  in  private 
persons  belonging  to  the  assembly.  However,  it  was  immediately  attended 
to,  and  a  commitn^e  of  both  houses  was  appointed  to  take  the  jnatter  under 
consideration,  and  did  so  ;  but  did  not  report  till  Capt.  JMott  came  from  the 
Continental  Congress,  with  tiie  approbation  of  that  honorable  body  for  the 
taking  and  maintaining  the  fortress  aforesaid.  The  council  have  detained 
me  till  farther  intelligence  can  be  had  from  the  Congress  at  New  Y'ork,  and 
Mr.  Sheppard  is  sent  in  my  stead.  I  am,  however,  sent  on  my  way,  with  all 
haste,  for  Ticonderoga,  without  receiving  said  intelligence,  on  account  of 
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the  great  danger  that  fortress  is  in  of  being  besieged  in  a  short  time.  J5y 
order  of  the  aforesaid  assend>ly,  I  have  scut  forward  five  hundred  pounds  of 
powder,  under  a  proj)cr  guard,  and  shall,  this  d:i\,  hasten  after  it  with  all 
expedition. 

I  expect  no  provision  from  Connecticut  will  he  made  for  nie,  and  the  men 
that  were  witli  me  from  this  province  at  the  taking  of  said  lort,  which  were 
about  fifty,  and  about  one  hundred  who  have  gone  as  a  reenforccnient,  ex- 
cept the  paying  them  till  about  this  time.  Though  Connecticut  will  raise 
men  and  assist  in  the  defence  of  that  fortress,  yet  they  expect  that  our  con- 
gress will  properly  oflicer  and  organize  the  men  they  send,  and  also  i)ay 
them. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  the  fortress  must  be  maintained,  as  it  is  of  infi- 
nite importance  to  the  general  cause.  I  have  no  doubt  but  veiy  violent  at- 
tempts will  soon  be  made  to  wrest  it  out  of  our  hands.  As  I  have  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  now  at  that  fort,  and  shall  be  able  to  fill  up  a 
regiment  in  a  few  days  time,  I  would  just  hint  to  your  honors,  that  I  should 
be  willing  to  serve  my  country  in  the  capacity  1  stand  in  at  home,  as  the 
head  of  a  regiment  on  this  northern  expedition.  Should  you  sec  fit  to  grat- 
ify me  with  the  command  of  a  regiment  for  the  fortifying  and  garrisoning 
said  fortress,  you  may  depend  on  my  most  faithful  exertions  to  defend  it,  to 
the  last  extremity,  against  the  whole  weight  of  Canada,  and  on  the  most 
punctual  observance  of  all  your  orders.  And  I  shall  be  ready  to  make  such 
farther  acquisitions  as  shall  be  in  my  power,  consistent  with  wisdom  and 
prudence  for  the  safety  of  what  are  already  made,  that  you  in  your  wisdom 
shall  direct. 

As  to  other  regimental  officers,  Capt.  Israel  Dickinson  and  John  Brown, 
Esq.,  have  distinguished  themselves  very  highly,  both  in  council  and  action, 
and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  are  well  qualified  to  command  in  the  field.  In 
a  word,  gentlemen,  what  is  now  wanted,  is,  that  you  put  that  fortress  into 
the  best  posture  of  defence,  in  conjunction  with  Connecticut:  that  you 
properly  officer  one  or  more  regiments :  as  there  must  be  order  and  com- 
mand in  all  armies,  that  you  nominate  a  commander  in  chief:  and  forward 
pay  with  all  expedition.  I  hope  to  receive  an  answer  to  this  without  any 
unnecessary  delay.  Should  you  see  fit  to  appoint  a  chaplain  to  attend  us,  I 
recommend  to  you  the  Rev.  Thomas  Allen  of  this  place,  as  a  suitable  per- 
son, who  is  well  known  to  General  Pomeroy. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  EASTOxV. 

N.  B.  'Tis  necessary  that  provisions  for  the  troops  be  provided  innnedi- 
ately,  and  also  a  number  of  the  nfilitary  laws  lately  made  by  the  Congress. 

J.  EASTON. 
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Governor  Trumbull  to  the  Provincial  Congi-ess. 

Hartford,  June  1,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — Your  letter  of  the  29th  May,  by  Mr.  Shc])j)ard,  is  received, 
and  I  observe  your  agitation  occasioned  b}  the  ret^olution  of  the  General  Con- 
gress, touching  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.  It  was  looked  on  in  the 
same  light  here,  and  hath  been  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  delegates  from 
Connecticut,  tiiat  removing  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  south  end  of  Lake 
George,  would  eA'i)Ose  great  part  of  the  frontiers  to  invasion  and  distress, 
and  a  fort  at  the  latter  could  scarcely  be  tenable.  The  expressions  of  the 
resolution  arc  not  clear.  The  Provincial  Congress  at  New  York,  take  them 
to  mean  no  more  than  the  removing  the  supernumerary  cannon  and  stores 
from  those  two  fortresses  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George;  bnl,  not  to 
leave  or  abandon  those  two  iniportant  posts.  Mine  of  the  2Dth  of  31ay,  by 
Mr.  lirovvn,  informs  what  hath  been  resolved  here,  which  is  fully  approved  by 
the  Provincial  Congress  at  New  York.  They  express  their  concern  to  keep 
and  maintain  "the  important  posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point."  We 
have  received  intelligence  from  Albany,  of  the  readiness  of  that  city  and 
county  to  afford  their  utmost  assistance  for  securing  those  important  posts, 
for  the  common  defence  of  our  rights  and  liberties.  Our  general  assemtjly 
was  closed  last  evening.  I  shall  be  attentive  to  your  intelligence,  and  will 
communicate  to  you  all  that  appears  iniportant,  that  shall  come  first  to  my 
knowledge  :  jdease  to  <iirect  lor  jue  at  Lebanon.  1  congratulate  you  on  the 
union  and  increasing  haimony  of  these  North  American  colonies,  and  the 
wonderful  concurrence  and  coincidence  of  counsels  amongst  them.  May 
our  hearts  be  united  in  humble  thankfulness  therefor. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  TRUM13CLL. 

The  honorable  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 


CoL  Easton  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Crown  Point,  June  G,  1775. 

Respectable  Gentlemen  : — It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  united 
colonies  to  cultivate  harmony  and  friendship  with  the  Canadians  and  their 
Indians  I  have  ])ainfully  exerted  myself  to  procure  and  secure  it  I  have 
sent  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  Col.  Allen  and  ni} self  wrote  to  the  Canadians. 
It  appears  to  me  of  importance,  that  yom*  honors  should  be  acquainted  with 
the  stale  of  policy  and  of  facts  You  will  discover,  by  perusing  the  enclosed, 
that  a  party  of  Canadians  made  an  attack  ujion  our  reconnoitering  party. 
Since  that,  Mr.  Ferris,  an  inhabitant  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  has 
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been  at  IMontreal,  and  returned  to  this  place ;  lie  is  a  man  I  can  confide  in, 
and  he  informs  that  Saint  Luke  La  Corne,  who  acted  many  barbarities  to- 
wards our  peoi)le  the  last  -svar,  for  which  he  was  sainted,  has  been  using 
his  utmost  influence  to  excite  the  Canadians  and  Indians  to  take  part  in  the 
war  against  the  united  colonies ;  and  that  he,  and  Capt.  IMcCoy  who  com- 
manded the  Canadian  attack,  have  made  but  little  proficiency.  IMost  of  the 
said  party  of  Canadians  were  appointed  officers,  but  could  procure  but  very 
few  soldiers  and  not  one  Lulian.-  Saint  Luke  advises,  that  some  in  every 
parish  be  immediately  executed,  except  they  will  join  the  king's  troops. 
There  are  latel}'  come  to  Saint  Johns,  near  two  hundred  regulars,  and  join- 
ed Capt.  McCoy's  party  of  about  fifty  Canadians,  who  have  been  mentioned 
as  assailants  on  the  reconnoitering  party,  and  they  are  there  fortifying.  I 
still  retain  my  sentiments  that  policy  demands  that  the  colonies  advance  an 
army  of  two  or  three  thousand  men  into  Catiada  and  environ  Montreal. 
This  will  inevitably  fix  and  confirm  the  Canadians  and  Lidians  in  our  inter- 
est. Nothing  gives  me  so  much  concern,  as  the  mistaken  policy  in  our 
worthy  Congress  and  assemblies,  who.  for  want  of  the  real  knowledge  of 
certain  facts,  imagine,  that  to  push  an  army  thither  would  ofi:end  the  Cana- 
dians and  incense  them  against  the  colonies.  The  armed  vessels  are  ad- 
vanced to  the  north  part  of  the  lake  to  command  it,  and,  consequently,  to 
guard  the  frontier  settlements  thereon.  We  hear  that  Col.  Ilinman  is  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  of  this  department,  and  is  marching  hither  with 
a  thousand  men.  These  are  joyful  tidings  to  us.  We  hope  they  will  prove 
true;  for  we  cannot  long  conduct  our  army  without  it  be  regularly  organized 
with  officers  and  under  pay. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JAMES  EASTOX. 

To  the  honorahle  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress^  or, 

Committee  of  Safety,  at  Watertown  and  Cambridge, 

Proclamation  of  Cols.  Allen  and  Easton. 

Ticondcroga,  June  1,  1775. 

To  our  worthy  and  respectable  friends  and  countrymen,  the  French  people  of 

Canada,  Greeting  : 

Friend?,  Fellow  Subjects,  and  Cou.ntrymen: — ^You  are,  undoubtedly, 
more  or  less  acquainted  with  the  unnatural  and  unhappy  controversy  sub- 
sisting between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  the  particulars  of  which,  in 
this  letter,  we  do  not  pretend  to  expatiate  U])on  ;  but  refer  you  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  justice  and  equitableness  of  our  cause  from  your  former  ac- 
quaintance with  the  merits  of  it.  We  need  only  observe,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colonies  viewed  the  controversy  on  their  part  to  be  justifiable  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  all  unprejudiced  and  honest  men,  that  have  or  may 
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have  opportunity  and  ability  to  examine  into  the  ground  of  it.  Fixed  in  this 
principle,  those  inhal)itants  are  resolved  to  vindicate  their  cause  at  the  liaz- 
ard  of  their  lives  and  Ibrtunes,  hut  have  not  the  least  disposition  to  injure, 
niolest,  or,  in  any  way,  deprive  our  fellow  subjects,  the  Canadians,  of  either 
liberty  or  property;  nor  have  they  any  design  to  wage  war  widi  them;  and, 
on  the  other  ha)ul,  from  all  the  intelligence  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
colonies  have  received  from  the  Canadians,  it  has  ap]>eared  that  they  were 
alike  disposed  for  friendship,  or  at  least  neutrality,  and  not  at  all  dis}>osed  to 
take  part  with  the  king's  troops  in  the  i)resent  civil  war  against  the  colonies. 
We  were,  nevertheless,  surprised  to  hear,  that  a  number  of  about  thirty 
Canadians,  attacked  our  reconnoitering  party,  consisting  of  four  men ;  fired 
on  and  pursued  them  until  they  returned  the  hre.  This  is  the  account  of 
tlie  juirty  who  have  all  arrived  at  head  quarters.  We  desire  to  know  of  any 
gentleman  of  the  Canadians,  the  facts  of  the  case,  if  tliey  be  different :  as 
one  story  must  be  allowed  to  be  good  till  another  is  told.  Our  general  or- 
ders to  the  soldiers  were,  that  they  should  not,  on  pain  of  death,  molest  or 
kill  any  of  your  people.  But  if  it  shall  appear,  upon  examination,  that  the 
reconnoitering  party  commenced  hostilities  against  you,  they  shall  sufler, 
agreeably  to  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial :  for  our  special  orders  froni  the 
colonies  were,  to  befriend  and  protect  you,  if  need  be,  so  that  if  you  desire 
their  friendship,  you  are  invited  to  embiace  it :  for  nothing  can  be  more  unde- 
sirable to  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  than  a  war  w  ith  their  fellow  sub- 
jects, the  Canadians,  or  with  the  Indians.  You  are,  undoubtedly,  very  sensi- 
ble that  a  war  has  already  commenced  between  Great  Ihitain  and  the  colo- 
nies: hostilities  have  already  begun.  To  fight  tlie  king's  troops  has  become 
inevitable.  The  colonies  cannot  avoid  it.  JJut  ]Jra}\  is  it  necessary  the  peo- 
ple of  your  country  and  ours  should  butcher  each  other?  God  forbid. 
There  are  no  controversies  subsisting  between  us.  Pray  let  old  England 
and  the  colonies  fight  it  out,  and  the  Canadians  stand  by  and  see  w  hat  the  arm 
of  flesh  can  do.  We  are  apprehensive,  that  the  conduct  of  your  people  l>e- 
fore  com[)laincd  of,  had  not  a  general  approbation,  and  are  still  confident, 
that  your  country,  as  such,  will  not  ^vage  war  with  the  colonies,  or  approve 
of  the  aforesaid  hostile  conduct  of  your  people  ;  as  we  conceive  it  impolitic, 
to  the  last  degree,  for  tlie  Canadians  to  enter  into  a  bloody  war  w  ith  the 
English  colonies,  without  either  provocation  or  motive ;  but  eveiy  motive  of 
interest,  virtue,  and  honor,  to  dissuade  you  from  it.  To  conclude,  we  apj)rc- 
hend  St.  Luke  La  Corne,  Monsieur  Ronvelo,  and  Capt.  McCoy,  the  last  of 
whom  commanded  the  Canadian  party  aforesaid,  and  probably  some  others, 
whose  interest  it  is  to  irritate  and  excite  your  people  to  take  up  arms  against 
tlie  colonies,  have  inveigled  some  of  the  baser  sort  already  to  attack  the  said 
four  men  as  before  related.  We  ex[)ect,  gentlemen,  as  to  these  particulars, 
you  will,  in  good  time,  favor  us  witli  an  answer,  and  in  the  interim,  we  sub- 
scribe ourselves  your  unfeigned  friends. 


ETHAN"  ALLEN,  ?  At  present,  the  principal  Command- 
JAMES  E  ASTON,  S        ing  OJicers  of  the  Arnuj. 
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A  copy  of  the  letter  that  we  sent  to  the  Canadians,  to  be  communicated  to 
them  in  print,  translated  into  French  by  the  lixvor  of  Mr.  Walker,  our  friend 
at  31ontreal.    This  we  submit  to  your  honor's  consideration. 

Yours,  at  command, 

Ethan  Allex, 
James  Easton. 


Report  of  the  Commiifce  sent  to  Ticonderoga. 

Cambridge,  .Tuly  G,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  posts  of  Ticondoroga  and 
Crown  Point,  »Scc.,i  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  proceeded  through  the  new 
settlements  called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  and  carefully  observed  the 
road  through  the  same,  and  find  that  there  is  a  good  road  from  Williams- 
town  to  the  place  where  the  road  crossetli  the  river  called  Paulet  river, 
•which  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  Skenesborough  ;  from  thence  to  the  falls 
at  Wood  Creek  near  Major  Skene's  house,  the  road  is  not  teasible,  and  is 
unfit  for  carriages,  but  cattle  niay  be  driven  that  way  very  'well. 

Your  conunittce,  having  taken  with  them  the  co|)ies  of  the  commission 
and  ijistructions  from  the  committee  of  safety  to  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  and 
informed  themselves,  as  fully  as  they  were  able,  in  what  manner  he  had  ex- 
ecuted his  said  commission  and  instructions,  have  foimd  that  he  was  with 
Col.  Allen,  and  others  at  the  time  the  fort  was  reduced ;  but  do  not  find  that 
he  had  any  men  under  his  command  at  the  time  of  the  reduction  of  those 
fortresses  ;  but  find  that  lie  did,  afterwards,  possess  himself  of  the  sloop  on 
the  lake.  At  Saint  Johns  Ave  found  the  said  Arnold,  claiming  the  conmiand 
of  said  sloop,  and  a  schooner,  which  is  said  to  be  the  property  of  jMajor 
Skene;  and  also  all  the  posts  and  fortresses  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Cliam- 
plain  and  Lake  George,  although  'Col.  Hinman  was  at  Ticonderoga,  with 
near  a  thousand  men  under  his  command  at  the  several  posts. 
•  Your  conmiittee  informed  the  said  Arnold  of  their  commission,  and,  at 
his  request,  gave  him  a  copy  of  their  instructions;  upon  reading  of  which, 
he  seemed  greatly  disconcerted,  and  declared  he  would  not  be  second  in 
command  to  any  person  whomsoever;  and  after  some  time  contemplating 
upon  the  matter,  resigced  his  post,  and  gave  your  committee  his  resignation 
under  his  hand,  dated  the  24lh  of  June  ;  which  is  submitted,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  he  ordered  his  men  to  be  disbanded,  which  he  said  were  between 
two  and  three  hundred.  Your  committee,  not  finding  any  men  regularly  un- 
der said  Arnold,  Ly  reason  of  his  so  disbanding  them,  appointed  Col.  Mas- 
ton,  who  was  at  Ticonderoga,  to  take  the  command  under  Col.  llimnan,who 
was  tiie  ])rincipal  commanding  ofiicer,  at  those  posts,  of  the  Connecticut  for- 
ces, and  endeavored  to  give  the  officers  and  men  who  had  served  under 

(1)  The  instructions  to  VVulter  Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  James  SuUivau,  Esiiuircg,  tlie 
committee,  are  entered  in  the  Journals  of  Congress,  June  13,  ]77o,  ante  page  327. 
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said  Arnold,  an  opportunity  to  reenlist ;  of  whom,  numbers  enlisted  and  sev- 
eral of  the  officers  agreed  to  hold  their  command  under  the  new  appoint- 
ment. 

Your  committee,  having  taken  a  critical  surv'cy  of  the  garrison  and  posts 
of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown.  Point,  found  tliem  in  a  very  defenceless  state, 
and  after  consulting  with  Col.  Hinman,  were  of  opinion,  upon  the  wliole, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  retain  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  for  the  present,  the 
number  of  four  hundred  men,  as  the  committee  were  informed  from  intelli- 
gence from  Canada,  that  great  preparations  were  making  and  all  endeavors 
used  to  bring  over  the  Canadians  and  savages  to  be  inimical  to  these  colo- 
nies. 

Your  committee  having  found  Capt.  Noble  at  tlie  Point,  with  a  number  of 
men  who  had  been  under  said  Arnold,  willing  to  engage  in  the  service,  we 
paid  to  said  Noble,  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  delivered  to  the  men,  as  ad- 
vance pay;  and  ap})ointed  iMr.  William  Satterly,  a  worthy  nian,  to  muster 
tliem  and  inspect  their  arms ;  and  took  Capt.  Noble's  and  Satterly's  receipt 
for  the  same,  and  their  promise  to  apply  it  for  that  purpose. 

Your  committee  returning  to  Ticonderoga,  and  Col.  Easton  being  there, 
they  paid  into  his  hands  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  to  be 
applied  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  took  his  receipt  and  promise  so  to  do; 
and  appointed  Mr.  Jonas  Fay,  a  respectable  person,  to  muster  the  men  and 
their  arms,  all  except  Capt.  Noble's  company.  We  also  paid  into  the  hands 
of  one  Remember  Baker,  said  to  be  a  good  officer,  who  engaged  a  certain 
number  of  men  under  Col.  Easton,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  and  took  his 
receipt  and  promise  to  apply  said  money  as  advance  pay  to  said  men ;  which 
completes  the  whole  of  the  money  delivered  to  said  committee  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Your  committee  have  engaged  to  Col.  Easton,  that  the  remaining  part  of 
the  advance  pay  should  be  immediately  sent  to  him. 

Your  committee  found,  that  as  soon  as  Col.  Arnold  had  disbanded  his 
men,  some  of  them  became  dissatisfied  and  mutinous,  and  many  of  them 
signified  to  the  committee,  that  they  had  been  informed  that  they  were  to  be 
defrauded  of  their  pay  for  past  services.  The  committee,  in  order  to  quiet 
them,  engaged,  under  their  hands,  in  behalf  of  the  colony  of  the  INlassachu- 
setts  Bay,  that  as  soon  as  the  rolls  should  be  made  up  and  properly  autl>cn- 
ticated,  they  should  he  paid  for  their  past  services,  and  all  those  who  should 
engage  anew,  shotdd  have  the  same  bounty  and  wages  as  is  promised  to 
those  who  serve  within  said  colony. 

Your  committee  inquired  of  Mr.  Henry  Bleeker,  of  Albany,  how  the  men 
at  those  posts  were  supplied  with  provisions;  who  informed  us,  that  he  act- 
ed under  his  brotiicr,  who  was  commissioner  of  supplies  from  New  York; 
that  all  the  men  at  those  stations,  of  whatsoever  colon}',  were  supplied  by 
hun,  without  distinction,  and  that  he  should  continue  so  to  supply,  until 
otherwise  directed. 

Yoiu-  committee  appointed  Timothy  Edwards,  and  Samuel  Brown,  Esq'rs, 
a  committee  to  supply  the  men  under  Col.  Easton's  command,  with  such 


I 


TICONDEROGA  AND  CROWN  POINT. 


719 


necessaries  as  should  not  be  supplied  from  New  York;  and  appointed  Capt. 
Elislia  Phelps,  to  act  as  commissary  under  them,  to  deal  out  to  the  men 
whatsoever  should  he  sui)j)lied  by  the  said  Edwards  and  lirown. 

Your  committee,  being  ol*  oj)iiiion,  that  a  njajor  should  be  aj)j)oiiited  under 
Col.  Easton,  and  one  sur*:coii  to  the  battalion,  and  having  inquired  into  the 
disposition  of  the  ofticcrs  and  men  who  have  engaged,  have  appointed  John 
Brown,  Esq.,  as  major,  and  Mr.  Jonas  Fay,  as  surgeon. 

Your  committee,  when  they  had  received  Col.  Arnold's  resignation,  di- 
rected him  to  return  to  Congress  and  render  an  account  of  his  proceedings, 
agreeably  to  their  instructions,  a  copy  of  ^vhich  order  is  herewith  submitted. 

Your  committee  made  an  examination  of  the  military  stores  at  those  posts, 
a  schedule  whereof  is  herewith  delivered,  excepting  some  lead  and  iron 
balls,  and  old  chains,  which  have  been  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  Crown  Point 
fort. 

Your  committee,  finding  that  the  men  at  those  stations  had  not  a  sufficien- 
cy of  gunpowder  to  defend  the  posts,  and  upon  a  careful  inquiry  not  finding 
any  at  Albany,  have  directed  said  committee  of  supplies  to  supply  two  hun- 
dred weight  iiom  some  of  the  town  stocks  in  the  county  of  Beikshire,  on 
the  credit  of  the  colony. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  maintaining  of  those  posts  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  security  of  the  colony  of  New  York  and  the 
New  England  colonies,  which  was  a  sutiicient  inducement  to  the  committee 
to  continue  in  the  pay  of  this  colony  the  number  of  men  before  mentioned. 
The  fortresses  not  being  at  i)resent  tenable,  then  there  must  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  to  command  the  lake,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  best  security  of  those  posts  in 
there  present  state,  is  by  armed  vessels  of  various  construction,  to  be  kept 
constantly  cruising  on  the  lake,  and  small  boats  with  swivel  guns  to  act  as 
scouts,  which  will  effijctually  prevent  the  army  from  sudden  surprise. 

Your  committee  have,  agreeably  to  their  instructions,  advised  the  Hon. 
American  Congress,  the  Hon.  Convention  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  and 
tlie  governor  of  Connecticut,  by  respectfully  signifying  to  them,  their  opin- 
ion, of  the  importance  of  the  maintaining  those  posts,  and  the  measures  for 
effecting  tlie  same. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted, 

WALTER  SPOONER,  by  order. 


Return  of  Ordnance  Stores  at  Croicn  Point. 

Seven  punches  for  vents  of  guns  ;  three  scoops  for  shells  ;  one  pair  brass 
scales;  fourteen  mallets;  one  set  of  measures  ibr  powder;  three  hundred 
and  ten  j)ounds  of  slow  match;  one  hundred,  eighteeu-i)ound  shot;  live 
hundred  and  eighty,  twelve-pound  shot;  live  hundred  and  eighty,  nine-pound 
shpt ;  five  hundred  and  eighty,  six-pound  shot ;  one  thousand  four  liundred 
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and  thirty  grape  shot ;  sixty-eight,  eight-inch  shells  ;  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, six-inch  shells;  six  sponges  "vvith  ramrods;  six  waggon  bodies;  nine 
hundred  and  six  wheels;  twenty-two  wadliooks  with  ramrods;  one  cross- 
cut saw  ;  one  whip  saw. 

Stores  at  Ticonderoga. 

Three  guns  and  triangles  ;  six  gages  for  twelve-pound  shot ;  three  coy^per 
hoops;  six  copper  ladles;  twelve  iron  ladles;  shells,  shot,  &:c.,  in  vast 
quantities. 

June  23, 1775. 


Tht  Committee  to  Benedict  Arnold. 

Crown  Poim-,  Juke  23,  1775. 

Sir: — You  having  signified  to  the  committee  who  are  appointed  and  di- 
rected by  the  Provinciar  Congress  of  Massachnsetts  Bay,  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  fortresses  of  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  Sec.  and  the  appenda- 
ges thereof,  your  resolution  to  resign  all  your  command  of  the  said  for- 
tresses, and  the  vessels  and  stores  thereunto  Ijelonging,  for  reasons  under 
your  hand  expressed,  this  is  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  the  expectation  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  aforesaid,  that  the  chief  officer  of  the  Connecticut 
forces  at  those  stations,  will  command  the  same  for  the  present:  and  the 
committee  accordingly  expect  that  you  will  conform  yourself  to  the  direc- 
tions of  said  Congress  in  that  behalf,  and  deliver  the  same  to  such  chief 
officer  of  the  Connecticut  forces,  or  his  order,  for  w  hich  this  shall  be  your 
authority.  The  committee  expect  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  may  be,  lay  an 
account  of  your  disbursements  before  the  Provincial  Congress,  agreeably  to 
our  instructions,  a  co])y  whereof  is  lodged  with  you. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

WALTER  SPOONER,  CMinnaiu 

Col,  Benedict  Arnold. 


The  Committee  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

Ticonderoga,  June  23,  3775. 

To  the  honorable  the  President,  and  the  members  of  the  American  Congress,  now 
sitting  at  Philadelphia. 

May  it  please  tour  honors: — The  Congress  of  the  colony  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts 13ay,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June  last,  appointed  Walter 
Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  James  Sullivan,  a  committee  to  repair  to  the 
fortresses  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  on  Lake  Champlain,  to  inquire 
into  the  importance  of  holding  those  posts,  and  also  into  the  method  by 
which  they  may  be  maintained  ;  to  establish  there,  in  the  pay  of  said  colo- 
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Dy,  so  many  men  to  defend  the  same  posts  as  tliey  should  judge  necessary, 
not  exceeding  four  hundred ;  and  the  said  coniniittec  ^verc  also,  by  said 
Congiess  directed,  when  they  should  have  made  themselves  llilly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  situation  aiid  importance  of  said  posts,  respectfully  to  signify 
their  thoughts  thereon  to  your  iionors. 

Wherefore,  by  order  of  said  committee,  I  take  leave  to  inform  you,  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  said  committee,  such  is  the  importance  of  those  fortresses, 
that  should  they  once  be  in  the  hands  of  the  eneniies  to  America,  the  colo- 
ny of  New  York,  together  with  the  New  England  colonies,  would  be  in 
continual  danger  of  having  depredations  committed  on  them,  by  the  regu- 
lar forces,  v.'ho  would  be  jjosscssed  of  those  garrisons;  and  should  the  Ca- 
nadians and  savages,  who,  we  hope,  are  not  yet  at  enmity  with  us,  be  in- 
clined to  take  part  with  the  ministerial  army,  the  distress  of  the  colonics, 
before  mentioned,  must  be  extremely  great. 

A  garrison  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  George,  however  tenable,  could  be 
of  but  little  service  to  the  New  England  colonies :  because  the  most  easy 
route  for  an  army  from  Quel)ec  into  New  England,  would  be  tln-ough  Lake 
Cham}»lain  to  South  hay,  from  whence  tlicy  might  travel  by  land  llanugh 
the  new  settlements  of  New  York  into  the  New  England  governments, 
destroy  the  frontier  towns  in  their  march,  drive  the  farmers  from  their 
fields,  prevent  the  large  supplies  of  wheat  and  other  necessaries  which  may 
soon  be  expected  from  these  new  settlements,  and  send  distress  and  famine 
into  the  heart  of  the  countiy :  and  this  all  without  being,  on  a  right  line, 
within  many  miles  of  the  south  end  of  Lake  George- 

I  am  also  directed,  by  said  conunittee,  to  signify  to  your  honors,  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  conunittee,  that  the  defence  of  those  fortresses  must  be 
supported  by  holding  command  of  Lake  Champlain,  which,  they  conceive, 
may  be  most  easily  done,  by  having  vessels,  of  various  constructions,  well 
manned  and  armed,  floating  there  :  for  which  purpose,  the  committee  have 
stationed  four  hundred  men  there,  which  are  all  that  the  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances of  our  colony  can  at  present  admit  of,  to  co-operate  with  near  a 
thousand,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Hinman,  who  is  sent  to  those  posts 
by  the  government  of  Connecticut ;  but  whether  the  forces  now  on  the  lake 
ai-e  sut!icient  for  the  purposes  aforementioned,  your  honors  w  ill  judge. 

1  ain,  in  behalf  of  the  committee, 

Your  honors'  most  humble  servant, 

WALTER  SPOONER,  Chairman. 

To  the  honorable  Continental  Congress. 
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The  CommiUet  to  Gov.  Tnmhull. 

Spri>gfieli»,  July  3,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  honors: — When  the  Congress  of  the  colony  of 
the  3Iassachiisctts  Uay  uere  informed  that  your  government  liad  sent  CoL 
Ilinman  to  Lake  Chaniplain,  with  a  tliousaiid  men,  to  defend  the  important 
posts  there,  it  was  with  the  deepest  concern  that  they  saw  he  was  not  coni- 
niander  in  chief  of  the  fortresses  and  their  aj)pendages :  and  immediately 
despatched  a  committee,  whereof  1  had  the  honor  to  he  chairman,  to  let  the 
commander  of  their  forces  know  that  it  was  the  expectation  of  our  Con- 
gress, that  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Connecticut  forces  siiould  he 
over  our  oflicers  and  privates;  the  committee  was  also  ordered  respectfully 
to  .^^ignify  to  your  honor,  their  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  holding  tlioso  for- 
tresses, as  also  of  the  most  expedient  method  to  do  it. 

WJiereupon,  they  proceeded,  and  at  Crown  Point  let  Col.  Arnold  know, 
that  it  was  expected  that  he  shonld  give  up  the  command  of  the  garrison, 
to  Col.  liinman,  and  he  under  him  as  oliicer  there  :  but  he  declined  it: 
declared  he  would  not  be  second  to  any  man:  disbanded  his  forces,  and  re- 
signed his  commission.  A  majority  of  his  men  engaged  anew  under  Col. 
James  Easton,  who  the  committee  ai)pointed  under  the  commander  of  the 
forces  of  your  government,  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  and  to  be  regulated  by 
your  martial  laws  ;  and  the  committee  left  the  garrison  and  appendages  in 
peace,  with  much  satisfaction,  commanded  by  Col.  Ilinman,  wlio,  they  arc 
confident,  is  fully  equal  to  the  appointment. 

The  committee  also  order  me  to  inform  your  honor,  that  it  is  their  o])in- 
ion,  that  the  abandoning  the  posts  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  would  probably 
prove  the  utter  ruin  of  the  New  England  governments,  and  that  they  ai)i)rc- 
liend  armed  vessels,  floating  batteries,  «Scc.  w  ill  be  the  surest  means  of  com- 
manding the  lakes.  The  committee  would  write  your  honor  more  fully  on 
the  subject,  but  they  ai*e  convinced,  from  the  letters  you  have  favored  our 
Congress  with,  that  you  are  fully  possessed  of  the  importance  of  iiolding 
those  fortresses. 

Justice  compels  the  committee  to  let  yom-  honor  know,  that  on  Col.  Ar- 
nold's refusing  to  serve  under  Cob  Ilinman,  a  mutiny  arose  among  some  of 
Arnold's  men,  who  would  not  engage  anew  in  our  service,  which  seemed  to 
be  attended  with  dangerous  symptoms,  but  by  the  noble  exertions  of  tlic 
oflicers  of  your  government,  with  tliose  of  Judge  Duer,  of  Charlotte  coun- 
ty, in  the  colony  of  New  York,  and  the  ample  support  by  them  rendered  to 
the  committee,  in  the  most  diflicult  situation,  it  was  happily  quelled  ;  the  par- 
ticulars of  it  are  too  tedious  and  disagreeable  to  trouble  your  honor's  atten- 
tion, while  you  have  constantly  business  of  the  last  importance  before 
you. 

But  thus  much  the  committee  order  me  to  take  leave  to  say,  that  from 
the  polite,  generous  and  manly  disposition  of  Col.  Hinman,  and  the  oflicers 
in  tlie  Connecticut  forces  under  him,  we  may  gather  the  most  hai)py  pros- 
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pects  of  a  campaign  in  the  northward  replete  with  honor  and  interest  to  the 
colonies. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  committee, 

Your  honor's  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  SPOONER,  Chmrman. 

Hon.  Jonatlian  TnunbulL 

The  Committee  to  tJie  Congress  of  ,Ye<o  York. 

Springfield,  July  3,  1775. 

To  the  honorable  tlie  President  and  Members  of  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of 

JVew  York. 

Gentlemen: — Notwitlistanding  the  many  calamities  that  the  colony  of 
the  Massachusetts  iiay  now  struggles  under,  the  Congress  there  are  reso- 
lutely determined  to  leave  nothing  within  their  power  undone,  which  may 
have  even  a  probable  tendency  to  preserve  the  rights  and  property  of  tlic 
American  colonies.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  they,  on  the  14th  day 
of  June,  appointed  a  committee,  whereof  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman, 
to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  to  inquu-e  into  the  in)portance 
of  holding  those  posts,  and,  among  other  things,  respectfully  to  signify  to 
you  their  thoughts  on  the  subject.  The  committee  have  made  such  inqui- 
ries as  they  were  directed  to  prosecute,  and  have  ordered  me  to  take  leave 
to  inform  you,  that  it  is  their  opinion,  should  the  fortresses  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  the  colony  of  New  York,  with  the 
New  England  colonies,  must  be  in  the  utmost  insecurity,  for  the  enemy 
might  land  at  the  southern  end  of  a  part  of  the  waters  of  Lake  Cham[)lain, 
called  South  Bay,  from  whence,  as  Fort  Edward  is  razed  to  the  foundation, 
tliere  is  nothing  to  check  them,  or  prevent  their  spreading  fire  and  devasta- 
tion down  to  Albany,  and  over  all  the  frontier  towns  eastward,  in  New  York 
and  the  New  England  colonies:  wherefore,  it  is  the  oi)inion  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  all  possible  care  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  the  connnand  of  J>akc 
Champlain,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  more  easily  effected  by  armed  vessels 
of  various  constructions,  than  otherwise. 

The  committee  has  established  on  the  lakes,  in  the  pay  of  the  iMassachu- 
setts  Colony,  four  hundred  effective  men,  with  proper  oflicers,  wliich  are  all 
that  the  distressed  state  of  the  colony,  at  present,  admit  of:  which  regiment, 
from  the  peculiar  embarrassments  wliich  that  colony  is  now  laboring  under, 
must  look  for  present  supplies  of  provisions  to  the  colony  of  New  York. 

While  the  committee  was  at  the  posts  above  mentioned,  there  was  a 
dangerous  mutiny  set  on  foot  b}^  some  persons,  employed  by  Col.  Arnold,  an 
officer  of  our  colony,  who  had  their  own  interest  more  at  heart  than  the 
public  good,  which,  had  it  not  been  for  the  influence  and  well  tirued  exer- 
tions of  Judge  Duer,  a  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Charlotte,  in  your  colo- 
ny, and  the  principal  officers  of  the  Connecticut  forces,  miglit  have  been  at- 
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tended  with  fatal  conseqiieuces.  As  the  committee  suppose  the  colony  to 
be  under  great  obligations  to  that  worthy  gentleman,  they  cannot  but  inform 
his  own  government  of  his  zealous  exertions  for  the  public  good. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  humble  senants, 

WALTER  SPOONER,  Clminnan. 

Hon.  Provincial  Congress  of  JVew  York. 


Provincial  Congress  of  Aejy  York  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

In  Provincial  CoiNgress,  New  York,  June  7,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — The  multiplicity  of  business  brought  before  us  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  a  short  adjournment  of  our  body,  from  Saturday 
till  Tuesday  morning,  have  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  give  a  more  early 
attention  to  your  favor. 

W^e  have  little  to  say  upon  the  principal  subject  of  your  letter,  as  we 
conceive  that  the  Provincial  Congresses  of  Ijoth  colonies  are  concluded 
from  any  discretionary  provision  relative  to  the  ordnance  and  other  stores 
taken  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  of  whicli  you  must  be  fully  con- 
vinced by  the  acts  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  that  subject,  copies 
of  which  are  enclosed. 

We  are  fully  apprised  of  the  dangerous  consequences,  that  would  await 
tliis  capital  of  our  colony,  either  from  supineness,  or  a  confidence  in  the 
honor  of  those,  who  being  the  avowed  instruments  of  ministerial  vengeance, 
w^c  cannot  expect  will  hold  any  faith  with  us.  Whatever  articles  we  arc 
now  possessed  of,  that  may  be  used  to  the  injury  of  this  city  in  particular, 
or  of  the  continent  in  general,  we  shall  be  studious  to  prevent,  if  post^iblf, 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  In  sympathizing  w  ith  you  for 
the  unhappy  town  of  Boston,  we  shall  do  eveiy  thing  in  our  power  to  pre- 
vent this  city  from  being  reduced  to  the  same  deplorable  situation,  and  shall 
watchfully  attend  to  every  means  of  defence  which  our  present  or  future 
circumstances  may  enable  us  to  improve. 

We  are,  Gentlemen  and  Brethren, 

With  great  respect  and  sincere  affection, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

P.  V.  B.  LR'INGSTON,  President. 


To  Joseph  JFarren,  Esq.,  and  tJie 

Committee  of  Safety  for  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay^  Waiertotm. 
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Resolves  of  ike  Continental  Congress. 

May  30,  1775. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Arnold,  dated  Crown  Point,  JMay  23,  1775,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Congress,  informing  that  he  had  certain  intelligence,  that  "on  the 
19th  there  were  then  four  hundred  regulars  at  St.  John's,  making  all  possi- 
ble preparation  to  cross  the  lake,  and  expected  to  be  joined  by  a  number  of 
Indians,  with  a  design  of  retaking  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,"  and 
earnestly  calling  for  a  reenforcement  and  supplies.  This  letter  being  taken 
into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requested  immediately  to 
send  a  strong  reenforcement  to  the  garrisons  of  Crown  Point  and  Ticonde- 
roga, and  that  so  many  of  the  cannon  and  other  stores  be  retained,  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  immediate  defence  of  those  posts,  until  further  order 
from  this  Congress,  and  that  the  provincial  convention  of  New  York  be  in- 
formed of  this  resolve,  and  desired  to  furnish  those  troops  with  provisions 
and  other  necessary  stores,  and  to  take  effectual  care  that  a  sutlicient  num- 
ber of  batteaux  be  immediately  provided  for  the  lakes. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolve  be  immediately  transmitted  in  a  letter  by 
the  president,  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  and  tlie  convention  at  Nesv  York. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  in  his  letter  acquaint  Gov.  Truiiibull,  that  it  is 
the  desire  of  Congress,  that  he  should  appoint  a  person,  in  wiiom  he  can 
confide,  to  command  the  forces  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga. 

June  ],  1775. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of 
Connecticut,  or  the  general  of  the  forces  of  that  colony,  to  appoint  commis- 
saries to  receive  at  Albany  and  forward  the  supplies  of  provisions,  for  the 
forces  on  Lake  Champlain,  from  the  provincial  convention  of  New  York, 
and  that  the  said  convention  use  their  utmost  endeavors  in  facilitating  and 
aiding  the  transportation  thereof,  li'om  thence  to  where  the  said  commissa- 
ries may  direct. 

JuisE  8,  1775. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  a  iMajor  Skene,  with  some  otlicr  olli- 
cers,  who  arrived  last  evening,  in  a  vessel  from  London,  were,  with  their 
papers,  in  the  custody  of  the  troops  of  this  city ;  that  the  said  Skene  had 
lately  been  appointed  governor  of  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga  ajid  Crown 
Point ;  that  one  of  the  officers  with  him  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  regulars,  now 
in  the  province  of  Quebec ;  and  moreover,  that  the  said  Skene  had  declared 
that  he  has  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  in  America;  from  all  this,  appre- 
hending that  the  said  Skene  is  a  dangerous  partizan  of  administration,  and 
that  his  papers  may  contain  intelligence  of  ministerial  designs  against 
America,  very  important  to  be  known, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  papers  of  the 
said  Skene  and  lieutenant,  in  their  presence. 

That  the  committee  consist  of  Islr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Mifllin. 
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That  the  said  committee  be  upon  lionor  to  conceal  whatever,  of  a  private 
nature,  may  come  to  their  know  ledge  by  such  examination  ;  and  that  they 
communicate,  to  this  Congress,  what  they  shall  discover  relative  to  the  pres- 
ent dispute,  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

June  10,  1775. 

The  committee  for  examining  Gov.  Skene's  letters,  &.C.,  having  communi- 
cated to  Congress  what  they  foimd  relative  to  the  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  colonies : 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  Gov.  Philip  Skene,  Lieutenant  MoncriefJ 
and  Mr.  Lundy,  be  released  from  their  present  conhnenient,  and  permitted 
to  go  at  large  any  where  \^^thin  eight  miles  of  the  city,  between  Delaware 
and  Schuylkill,  on  tlieir  parole  of  honor,  not  to  pass  those  limits,  and  that 
they  will  hold  no  correspondence  witli  any  person  whatsoever,  on  any  polit- 
ical subject, 

June  ]9,  1775. 

The  president  laid  before  the  Congress,  sundry  letters  he  had  received 
from  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  York,  which  were  read. 

The  letters  from  Massachusetts  Bay  being  taken  into  consideration,  the 
Congress  came  to  the  following  resolve : 

That  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  direct  all  the  forces 
raised  in  that  colony,  not  employed  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  or  re- 
commended by  this  Congress  to  be  marched  towards  New  York,  to  be  im- 
mediately sent  to  johi  the  combined  army  before  Boston.  And  it  is  earn- 
estly recommended  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  to  the  provincial 
convention  of  New  Hampshire,  to  send  immediately  to  the  army  before  Bos- 
ton, such  of  the  forces  as  are  already  embodied,  towards  their  quotas  of  the 
troops  agreed  to  be  raised  by  the  New  England  colonies. 

June  22,  1775. 

A  letter  frojn  Crown  Point,  dated  June  10,  was  laid  before  the  Congress 
and  read.  Intbrmation  being  given,  that  two  officers  who  brought  the  let- 
ter were  at  the  door,  and  had  some  things  of  importance  to  communicate. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  introduced,  and  they  were  introduced.  After  they 
withdrew,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  officer  commanding  in  the  New 
York  department,  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  list  of  the  men  emplo}  - 
ed  in  taking  and  garrisoning  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  and  keeping 
possession  of  the  lakes,  and  also  of  their  disbursements,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  their  pay  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  officers  and  privates 
in  tlie  American  army ;  the  highest  of  the  officers  not  to  exceed  that  of  a 
captain,  and  that  the  pay  commence  the  third  day  of  May  last,  and  continue 
till  they  are  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New  York,  that 
they,  consulting  with  General  Schuyler,  em])loy  in  the  army  to  be  raised  for 
^he  defence  of  America,  those  called  Green  Mountain  Boys,  under  such  offi- 
cers as  the  said  Green  Mountain  Boys  shall  cnoosc. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM  THE 

JOURNALS  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS 
RELATING  TO  MASSACHUSETTS: 


Sept.  14,  1774. 

The  delegates  from  tlie  province  of  IMassachiisetts  Bay,  agreeable  to  a  re- 
quest from  the  joint  committees  of  every  town  and  district  in  the  county  of 
INIiddlesex,  in  the  said  province,  communicated  to  the  Congress  the  proceed- 
ings of  those  committees  at  Concord,  on  the  30th  and  31st  days  of  August 
last,  wliich  were  read. 

Sept.  17,  1774. 

The  resolutions  entered  into  by  the  delegates  from  the  several  towns  and 
districts  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  province  of  the  JMassachusetts  liay, 
on  Tuesday,  the  (Ith  of  September,  and  their  address  to  his  excellency  gov- 
ernor Gage,  dated  the  9th,  were  laid  before  the  Congress. 
The  Congress  taking  the  resolutions  into  consideration, 
Resolvedy  unanimously^  That  this  assembly  deeply  feels  the  suffering  of 
their  countrymen  in  the  31assachusetts  Bay,  under  the  operation  of  the  late 
unjust,  cruel,  and  oppressive  acts  of  tlie  British  parliament — that  they  most 
thoroughly  approve  tlie  wisdom  and  fortitude,  with  which  opposition  to 
these  wicked  ministerial  measures  has  hitlierto  been  conducted,  and  they 
earnestly  recommend  to  their  brethren,  a  perseverance  in  the  same  firm  and 
temperate  conduct,  as  exj>ressed  in  the  resolutions  deternjined  upon  at  a 
meeting  of  the  delegates  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuesday,  the  (ith  in- 
stant, trusting  that  the  effect  of  the  united  efforts  of  North  America  in  their 
behalf,  will  carry  such  conviction  to  the  British  nation,  of  the  unwise,  un- 
just, and  ruinous  policy  of  the  present  administration,  as  quickly  to  intro- 
duce better  men  and  wiser  measures. 

Note  Several  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  closely  connected  with  the  proceodin^a 

of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  its  committees,  have  been  inserted  in  tlieir  appropriate  places  :  May 
17, 1775,  relating  to  exportations  to  the  British  dominion;',  ante  page  313  :  May  29,  1775,  respeciuig 
exportutions  to  the  island  of  Xautucket,  page  313  ;  June  9,  1775,  for  furnishing  llour ;  and  June  JO, 
1775,  for  encouraging  tiic  manufacture  of  gunpowder,  page  354  ;  June  9,  1775,  for  assuumig  govern- 
ment, page  359  i  May  18,  1775,  relating  to  tlic  stores  ut  Ticonderoga,  page  706  j  and  other  resolves 
relating  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  pages  7:24 — 5 — 6. 
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Resolved,  unanimoushj,  That  contributions  from  all  the  colonies  for  supply- 
ing the  necessities,  and  alleviating  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  at  Boston, 
ought  to  be  continued,  in  such  manner,  and  so  long  as  their  occasions  may 
require. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  Boston  by 
the  president. 

Ordered,  That  these  resolutions,  togetlier  with  the  resolutions  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk,  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

October  G,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  means  proper  to  be  used 
for  a  restoration  of  American  rights.  During  tliis  debate,  an  express  from 
Boston  arrived  with  a  letter  Irom  the  conmjittec  of  correspondence,  dated 
the  21Hh  of  September,  which  was  laid  before  the  Congress. 

In  this  the  committee  of  corrcspojidence  inform  the  Congress,  that  they 
"expected  some  regard  would  have  been  paid  to  the  petitions  i)resented  to 
their  governor,  against  fortifying  their  town  in  such  a  manner  as  can  be  ac- 
counted for  only  upon  the  su])position,  that  the  town  and  coimtry  are  to  be 
treated  by  the  soldiery  as  declared  enemies — that  the  entrenchments  ui)on 
the  Neck  are  nearly  completed — that  cannon  are  mounted  at  the  entrance  of 
the  town — that  it  is  currently  reported,  that  fortifications  are  to  be  erected 
on  Copp's  hill,  Beacon  hill,  Fort  hill.  Sec,  so  that  the  fortifications,  with  the 
ships  in  the  harbor  may  absolutely  command  every  avenue  to  the  town  both 
by  sea  and  land — that  a  number  of  cannon,  the  property  of  a  private  gentle- 
man, were  a  few  days  ago  seized  and  taken  from  his  wharf  by  order  of  the 
general — that  from  several  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  letter,  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend,  that  Boston  is  to  be  made  and  kept  a  garrisoned  town; 
— that  from  all  they  can  hear  from  Britain,  administration  is  resolved  to  do 
all  ui  their  power  to  force  them  to  a  subn^ission — that  when  tiie  town  is  in- 
closed, it  is  apprehended  the  inhabitants  will  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  sub- 
mission of  the  country — they  api)ly  therefore  to  the  Congress  lor  advice  how 
to  act — that,  if  the  Congress  advise  to  quit  the  town,  they  obey — if  it  is 
judged  that  by  maintaining  their  ground  they  can  better  serve  the  public 
cause,  they  will  not  shrink  from  hardship  and  danger — finally,  that  as  the 
late  acts  of  parliament  have  made  it  impossible  that  there  should  be  a  duo 
administration  of  justice,  and  all  law  therefore  must  be  suspended — that  as 
the  governor  has  by  proclamation  prevented  the  meeting  of  the  general 
coui  t,  they  therefore  request  the  advice  of  the  Congress." 

October  7,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  correspondence  in  Boston,  and  after  some  debate — 

Resolved,  That  a  conmfittee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  his  excel- 
lency General  Gage,  representing  "that  tin?  town  of  Boston  and  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  are  considered  by  all  America  as  sutferuig  in  the  com- 
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mon  cause,  for  their  noble  and  spirited  opposition  to  oi>})ressive  acts  of  parlia- 
ment calculated  to  deprive  us  of  our  most  sacred  rights  and  privileges."  2d- 
Expressing  our  concern,  that,  while  the  Congress  are  deliberating  on  the  most 
peaceable  means  for  restoring  American  lihcrty,  and  that  harmony  and  in- 
tercourse, which  subsisted  between  us  and  the  parent  kingdom  so  necessary 
to  both,  his  excellency,  as  they  are  informed,  is  raising  fortifications  round 
the  town  of  Boston,  thereby  excithig  well  grounded  jealousies  in  the  minds 
of  his  majesty's  faithful  subjects  therein,  that  he  means  to  cut  ofi'all  conmiu- 
nication  between  them  and  their  brethren  in  the  country,  and  reduce  them 
to  a  state  of  submission  to  his  will,  and  that  the  soldiers  under  Jiis  excellen- 
cy's comniand,  are  trequently  violating  private  property,  and  oflering  various 
insults  to  the  people,  which  must  irritate  their  minds,  and  if  not  put  a  stop 
to,  mvolve  all  America  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war — To  entreat  his  excellen- 
cy, from  the  assurance  we  have  of  tlie  i)eaceable  disposition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  to\N  n  of  Jioston  and  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  15ay,  to 
discontinue  his  Ibrtificalions,  and  that  a  tree  and  safe  conmmnication  be  re- 
stored and  continued  between  the  town  of  Jioston  and  the  country,  and  ]»re- 
vent  all  injuries  on  the  part  of  the  troops,  until  his  majesty's  jjleasure  shall 
be  known,  after  the  measures  now  adopting  shall  have  been  laid  before  him. 

Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  iMr.  Pendleton,  are  appointed  a  committee 
to  draught  a  letter  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

October  8,  1774. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  Boston,  and 
upon  motion. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  approve  the  opposition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  jMassachusetts  Bay,  to  the  execution  of  the  late  acts  of  parliament ;  and 
if  the  same  shall  be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  such 
case,  all  America  ought  to  support  them  in  their  opposition. 

October  10,  1774. 

The  Congress  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  Boston; 

Resolved  iinaaimousb/,  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  the  removal 
of  the  i>eople  of  Boston  into  the  country,  would  be,  not  only  extremely  diffi- 
cult in  the  execution,  but  so  important  in  its  consequences,  as  to  require  the 
utmost  deliberation  beibre  it  is  adopted;  but  in  case  the  provhicial  meeting 
of  that  colony  should  judge  it  absolutely  necessary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Congress,  that  all  America  ougJit  to  contribute  towards  recompensing  iheni 
for  the  injury  they  may  thereby  sustain  ;  and  it  will  be  recommended  ac- 
cordiugly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
of  Massachusetts  Buy,  to  submit  to  a  suspension  of  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, where  it  cannot  be  procured  in  a  legal  and  peaceable  manner,  under 
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tljc  l  ilies  of  their  present  charter,  and  the  laws  of  tlic  colony  founded  t}iere- 
on. 

Resolved  iinanimousbj^  That  every  person  and  persons  whomsoever,  who 
shall  take,  accept,  or  act  under  any  commission  or  authority,  in  auy-w  ise  de- 
rived from  the  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  changing  the 
form  of  government,  and  violating  the  charter  of  the  province  of  jMassachu- 
sctts  Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in  detestation  and  abhorrence  by  all  good  men, 
and  considered  as  the  wicked  tools  of  that  despotism,  which  is  preparing  to 
destroy  those  rights,  which  God,  nature,  and  compact,  have  given  to  America. 

The  committee  brought  in  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  General  Gage,  and 
the  same  being  read  and  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  copied,  and  to  be 
signed  by  the  president  in  behalf  of  the  Congress. 

October  II,  1774. 
A  copy  of  the  letter  to  General  Gage,  was  brought  into  Congress,  and 
agreeable  to  order,  signed  by  the  president,  and  is  as  follow  s : 

Philadelphia,  October  10,  1774. 

Sir  : — The  inhabitants  of  the  to-wn  of  Boston  have  informed  us,  the  rej)- 
rcsentatives  of  his  majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  all  the  colonies  from  Nova 
Scotia  to  Georgia,  that  the  fortifications  erecting  within  that  town,  the  fre- 
quent invasions  of  private  property,  and  the  repeated  insults  they  receive 
from  the  soldieiy,  have  given  them  great  reason  to  suspect  a  plan  is  formed 
very  destructive  to  them,  and  tending  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  America. 

Your  excellency  cannot  be  a  stranger  to  the  sentiments  of  America,  with 
respect  to  the  acts  of  parliament,  under  the  execution  of  which,  those  un- 
happy jjcople  are  oppressed,  the  approbation  universally  exiiressed  of  their 
conduct,  and  the  determined  resolution  of  the  colonies,  for  the  preservation 
of  their  common  right.s,  to  unite  in  their  oi)position  to  those  acts. — In  conse- 
quence of  these  sentiments,  they  have  appointed  us  the  guardians  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  we  are  under  the  deepest  concern,  that  whilst  we 
are  pursuing  dutit'ul  and  peaceable  measures  to  procure  a  cordial  and  eflectu- 
lil  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  your  excellency 
should  proceed  in  a  manner  that  bears  so  hostile  an  appearance,  and  which 
even  those  oppressive  acts  do  not  warrant. 

We  entreat  your  excellency  to  consider  what  a  tendency  this  conduct 
must  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  free  people,  hitherto  well  disposed  to 
peaceable  measures,  into  hostilities,  which  may  prevent  the  endeavors  of 
this  Congress  to  restore  a  good  understanding  with  our  parent  state,  and 
Diay  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

In  Older  therefore  to  quiet  the  minds  and  remove  the  reasonable  jeal- 
ousies of  the  peo|>le,  tliat  they  may  not  be  driven  to  a  state  of  desperation, 
being  fully  persuaded  of  their  pacific  dis[)osition  towards  the  king's  troops, 
could  they  be  assured  of  their  own  safety,  we  hope,  Sir,  you  will  discontin- 
ue the  fortifications  in  and  about  Boston,  prevent  any  further  invasions  of 
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private  property,  restrain  the  irregularities  of  the  soldiers,  and  give  orders 
that  the  coiuinunicatioii  between  the  town  and  country  may  be  open,  unmo- 
lested and  free. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Congress, 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  PrcsidentA 

As  the  Congress  have  given  General  Gage  an  assurance  of  the  peaceable 
disposition  of  the  people  of  Jioston  and  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay; 

Resolved  tinanimously,  That  they  be  advised  still  to  conduct  themselves 
peaceably  towards  his  excellency  General  Gage,  and  his  majesty's  troops 
now  stationed  in  the  town  of  Boston,  as  far  as  can  possibly  be  consistent 
with  their  immediate  safety,  and  tlie  security  of  the  town ;  avoiding  and 
discountenancing  every  violation  of  his  majesty's  property,  or  any  insult  to 
his  troops,  and  that  they  peaceably  and  firmly  persevere  in  the  line  they  are 
now  conducting  themselves,  on  the  defensive. 

Ordtred,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  and  of  that  passed  on  Sat- 
urday, and  the  three  passed  yesterday,  be  made  out,  and  that  the  ftresident 

(1)  The  (ollovvins  is  tlie  answer  of  General  Gage  to  the  letter  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Boston,  October  20,  1774. 

To  Peyton  Rayidolph,  Esq.  .- 

Sir: — Representations  should  be  made  with  candor,  and  matters  stated  exactly  as  they  stand. 
People  would  be  led  to  believe,  from  your  letter  to  me  of  the  10th  instant,  that  works  were  raided 
against  tlie  town  of  Boston,  private  jtroperty  invaded,  the  soldiers  suffered  to  insult  the  inhahi- 
tants,  and  the  communication  between  the  town  and  country  sliut  uji  and  molested. 

Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  true  situation  of  this  place  tlian  the  above  state.  There  is  not  a 
single  gun  pointed  against  tiic  town,  no  man's  property  has  been  seized  or  hurt,  except  the  king's, 
by  the  people's  destroying  straw,  bricks,  &;c.,  bought  for  his  service.  No  troops  have  given  less 
cause  for  complaint,  and  greater  care  was  never  taken  to  prevent  it ;  and  such  care  and  attention 
were  never  more  necessary  from  the  insults  and  provocations  daily  given  to  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers. The  communication  between  tlic  town  and  country  has  been  always  free  and  unmoh^sfcd, 
and  is  so  still. 

Two  works  of  earth  have  been  rai3e<l,at  some  distance  from  tlie  town,  wi<le  off  the  road,  and 
guns  put  in  them.  The  rcmaindor  of  old  works,  going  out  of  the  town,  have  been  stren::tlienfd,  and 
guns  placed  there  likewise.  People  will  think  differently,  wlietlicr  the  hostile  prejinration  throuirhont 
the  country,  and  tlie  menaces  of  blood  and  slauglitcr,  made  this  necessary  ;  l)Ut  I  am  to  do  my  duty. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  that  you  are  endeavoring  at  a  cordial  reconciliation  with  the  mot hor  country , 
which,  from  what  has  transpired,  I  have  despaired  of.  Nobody  wislics  bi  llor  success  to  such 
measures  than  myself.  I  have  endeavored  to  be  a  mediator,  if  I  could  cstuldish  a  foundation  to 
work  upon,  and  have  strongly  urged  it  to  people  here  to  pay  for  the  tea,  and  send  a  proper  memori- 
al to  the  king,  which  would  be  a  good  beginning  on  their  side,  and  give  their  friends  the  opportuni- 
ty they  seek  to  move  in  their  support. 

I  do  not  believe  that  menaces,  added  to  unfriendly  proceedings,  will  have  the  effect  which  too  many 
conceive.  The  spirit  of  the  British  nation  was  high  when  I  left  England,  and  such  measures  will 
not  abate  it.  But  I  should  hope  that  decency  and  moderation  here  would  create  the  same  dis]>osi- 
tion  at  home  ;  and  I  ardently  wish  that  the  common  enemies  to  both  countries  may  sec,  to  their 
disappointment,  that  these  disputes  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies  have  terniinated 
like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  and  increased  the  affection  which  they  ought  to  hear  to  each  oilier. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  GAGE. 
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inclose  tliciii  in  a  letter  to  tl;e  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of 
liostoij,  being  the  sentiments  of  tlic  Coiigress  oii  tlte  matters  reterred  to 
them  by  the  coimnittee,  in  their  letter  ot"the  2'Jth  of  September  lasL 

Jxcsolved  tnianiinonsli/,  That  a  memorial  be  prepared  to  tlie  people  of  Brit- 
ish America,  stating  to  them  the  necessity  of  a  lirm,  uniteiij  and  invariable 
observation  of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Congress,  as  tlicy  tender 
tlie  invaluable  rights  and  liberties  derived  to  them  from  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution of  their  country. 

October  14,  1774. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resuming  the  consider- 
ation of  the  sjd)ject  under  debate,  made  the  following  declaration  and  re- 
solves : 

Declaration  of  RigMs. 

Whereas,  since  the  close  of  the  last  \yati\  the  Jh'itish  parliament,  clahnlng 
a  power,  of  right,  to  bind  the  people  of  America  by  statutes  in  all  cases 
wliatsocver,  hath  in  some  acts  expressly  imposed  taxes  on  tlicm,  and  in  oth- 
ers, under  various  pretences,  but  in  Ihct  for  the  purpose  of  niising  a  revenue, 
hath  imposed  rates  and  duties  payable  in  these  colonies,  established  a  board 
of  commissioners,  with  unconstitutional  j)Owers,  and  extended  tiie  jurisdic- 
tion of  courts  of  admiralty,  not  only  for  collecting  the  said  duties,  but  for  the 
trial  of  causes  merely  arising  -within  the  body  of  a  county: 

And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  other  statutes,  judges,  who  belbre  held 
only  estates  at  w  ill  in  their  oliices,  ha\  e  been  made  deperidant  on  the  crown 
alone  for  their  salaries,  and  standing  armies  kept  in  times  of  peace:  And 
■whereas,  it  has  lately  been  resolved  in  ])arliament,  that  by  force  of  a  statute, 
made  in  the  thirty-fifth  yeai*  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  colonists 
may  be  transported  to  England,  and  tried  there  upon  accusations  tor  trea- 
sons and  misprisions,  or  concealments  of  treasons  conmiitiod  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  by  a  late  statute,  such  trials  have  been  duected  in  cases  therein 
mentioned : 

And  whereas,  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  three  statutes  were  made ; 
one  entitled,  "an  act  to  discontinue  in  such  manner  and  for  such  time  as  are 
therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and  discharging,  lading,  or  shipping  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  at  the  town,  and  witlnn  the  harborof  ijoston,  in  the 
province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  North  America another  entitled,  "  an 
act  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  New  England;"  and  another  entitled,  "an  act  fgr  ih^  impaitial  . 
administration  of  justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  act  done 
by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppi-ession  of  riots  and  tu- 
mults, in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England :"'  And 
another  statute  was  then  made,  "  for  making  more  etfectual  provision  for 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  &.c.'*  All  which  statutes  arc 
impolitic,  unjust,  and  cruel,  as  well  as  unconstitutional,  and  most  dangerous 
and  destructive  of  American  rights  : 
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And  whereas,  assemblies  have  been  frequently  dissolved,  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  people,  Avhen  they  attempted  to  deliberate  on  grievances ;  and 
their  dutifid,  humble,  loyal,  and  reasonable  petitions  to  the  crown  for  re- 
dress, Jiavc  been  repeatedly  treated  with  contenipt,  by  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters of  state : 

The  good  people  of  the  several  colonics  of  New  Hampshire,  JNTassachu- 
setts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  justly  alarmed  at 
these  arbitrary  })rocccdings  of  parliament  and  administration,  have  severally 
elected,  constituted,  and  appointed  deputies  to  meet  and  sit  in  general  con- 
gress, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  such  establishment,  as 
that  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  may  not  be  subverted:  \Vhereui)on, 
the  deputies  so  a})})ointed  being  now  assembled,  in  a  full  and  free  represen- 
tation of  these  colonies,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consideration,  the  best 
means  of  attaining  the  ends  aforesaid,  do  in  the  first  place,  as  Englishmen, 
their  ancestors,  in  like  cases,  have  usually  done,  for  effecting  and  vindicating 
their  rights  and  liberties,  declare. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  English  colonics  in  North  America,  by  the 
immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and  the 
several  charters  or  compacts,  have  the  following  rights  : 

Resolved,  jV.  C.  D.  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  property : 
and  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  power  whatever,  a  right  to  dis- 
pose of  either  without  their  consent. 

Resolved,  A'.  C.  D.  2.  That  our  ancestors,  who  first  setded  these  colonies, 
were,  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother  country,  entitled  to  all 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  innnuuities  of  free  and  natural  born  subjects,  w  ithin 
tlie  realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  .Y.  C.  D.  3.  That  by  such  emigration  they  by  no  means  forfeit- 
ed, surrendered,  or  lost  any  of  those  rights,  but  that  they  w  ere,  and  their  de- 
scendants now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  all  such  of 
them,  as  their  local  and  other  circumstances  enable  them  to  exercise  and 
enjoy. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  foundation  of  English  hberty  and  of  all  free  gov- 
ernment, is,  a  right  in  the  people  to  particii)ate  in  their  legislative  council : 
and  as  the  English  colonists  are  not  represented,  and  from  their  local  and 
other  circumstances  cannot  properly  be  represented  in  the  JJritish  parlia- 
ment, they  are  entitled  to  a  liee  and  exclusive  ])Ower  of  legislation  in  their 
several  provincial  legislatures,  where  their  right  of  representation  can  alone 
be  preserved,  in  all  cases  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  subject  only  to  the 
negative  of  their  sovereign,  in  such  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  used  and 
accustomed.  But  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  a  regard  to  the  nuitu- 
al  interests  of  both  countries,  we  cheerfully  consent  to  the  operation  of  such 
acts  of  the  British  i)arliament,  as  are  bona  fdc,  restrained  to  the  regulation  of 
our  external  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  couunercial  advan- 
tages of  the  w  hole  empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  bene- 
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fits  of  its  respective  niembers  ;  excluding  eveiy  idea  of  taxation  internal  or 
external,  for  raising  a  revenue  on  the  subjects  in  America  without  their  con- 
sent. 

Jlesohrd,  A".  C.  D.  5.  That  the  respective  colonies  are  entitled  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  and  more  especially  to  the  great  and  inestima- 
ble privilege  of  being  tried 'by  their  peers  oi'  the  vicmage,  according  to  the 
course  of  that  \a\v. 

Resolved,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English 
statutes,  as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  colonization  ;  and  which  they  have, 
by  experience,  resjtectively  found  to  be  applicable  to  their  several  local  and 
other  circumstances. 

Resolvcdy  A''.  C.  D.  7.  That  these,  his  majesty's  colonies,  are  likewise 
entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  confirmed  to  them 
by  royal  charters,  or  secured  by  their  several  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Resolved,  A'  C.  D.  8.  That  they  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble,  con- 
sider of  their  grievances,  and  petition  the  king ;  and  that  all  prosecutions, 
prohibitory  proclamations,  and  commitments  for  the  same,  are  illegal. 

Resolved,  jY.  C.  D.  9.  That  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  these  colonies, 
in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony  in 
which  such  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Resolved,  .V.  C.  D.  JO.  It  is  indispensably  necessary  to  good  government, 
and  rendered  essential  by  the  English  constitution,  that  the  constituent 
branches  of  the  legislature  be  independent  of  each  other ;  that,  therefore, 
the  exercise  of  legislative  power  in  several  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed 
during  pleasure,  by  the  cromi,  is  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  and  destruc- 
tive to  the  freedom  of  American  legislation. 

All  and  each  of  which,  the  aforesaid  deputies,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
their  constituents,  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  on,  as  their  indubitable 
rights  and  liberties ;  which  cannot  be  legally  taken  from  them,  altered,  or 
abridged  by  ajiy  power  whatever,  ^\  ithout  their  own  consent,  by  their  repre- 
sentatives in  their  several  provincial  legislatures. 

In  the  course  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many  infringements  and  violations  of 
the  foregoing  rights,  which,  from  an  ardent  desire  that  harmony  and  mutu- 
al intercourse  of  aliection  and  interest  may  be  restored,  we  pass  over  for  tho 
present,  and  proceed  to  state  such  acts  and  measures  as  have  been  adopted 
since  the  last  war,  which  demonstrate  a  system  formed  to  enslave  America. 

Resolved,  A".  C.  D.  That  the  following  acts  of  parliament  are  hiiriuge- 
ments  and  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists ;  and  that  the  repeal  of 
them  is  essentially  necessary,  in  order  to  restore  harmony  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  viz. : 

The  several  acts  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  ]5.  and  ch  34.-5  Geo.  HI.  ch.  25.— G 
Geo.  III.  ch.  5-2.— 7  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.  and  ch.  4(1—8  Geo.  111.  ch.  2  >.  which 
impose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  extend  the 
power  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the 
American  subject  of  trial  by  jury,  authorize  the  judges,  certificate  to  indem- 
nify the  prosecutor  from  damages,  that  he  might  otherwise  be  liable  to,  re- 
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quiring  oppressive  security  from  a  claimant  of  ships  and  goods  seized,  be- 
fore he  shall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  and  are  subversive  of  Amer- 
ican rights. 

Also,  12  Geo.  111.  ch.  24.  entitled,  "an  act  for  the  better  securing  his  maj- 
esty's dock-yarils,  magazines,  ships,  ammunition,  and  stores,"  Avhich  de- 
clares a  new  offence  in  America,  and  deprives  the  American  subject  of  a 
constitutional  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  by  authorizing  the  trial  of  any 
person  charged  with  the  committing  any  offence  described  in  the  said  act 
out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  same  in  any  shire  or  coun- 
ty within  the  realm. 

Also,  the  three  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  stopping 
the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbor  of  Boston,  for  alterhig  the  charter  and 
government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  which  is  entitled,  "an  act  for 
the  better  administration  of  justice,  &c." 

Also,  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session  for  establishing  tlie  Roman  Cath- 
olic religion  in  tlie  province  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the  equitable  system  of 
English  laws,  and  erecting  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  danger,  from  so  to- 
tal a  dissimilarity  of  religion,  law,  and  government,  of  tlie  neighl)oring  Brit- 
ish colonies,  by  the  assistance  of  whose  blood  and  treasure  the  said  country 
was  conquered  from  France. 

Also,  the  act  passed  in  the  same  session  for  the  better  providing  suitable 
quarters  for  officers  and  soldiers  in  his  majesty's  sei-vice  in  North  America. 

Also,  that  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  several  of  these  colonics,  in 
time  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony  in  which 
such  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

To  these  grievous  acts  and  measures  Americans  cannot  submit :  but  in 
hopes  their  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain  will,  on  a  revision  of  them,  re- 
store us  to  that  state,  in  which  both  countries  found  hai)piness  and  prosperi- 
ty, we  have,  for  the  present,  only  resolved  to  })ursue  the  following  peaceable 
measures :  L  To  enter  into  a  non-importation,  non-consumption,  and  non- 
exportation  agreement  or  association.  2.  To  prepare  an  address  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  and  a  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America: 
And  3.  To  prepare  a  loyal  address  to  his  majesty,  agreeable  to  resolutions 
already  entered  into. 

Oct.  20,  177-1. 

The  association  being  copied,  was  read  and  signed  at  the  table,  and  is  as 
follows : 

J\'bn- Importation  Covenant. 

We,  his  majesty's  most  loyal  subjects,  the  delegates  of  the  several  colo- 
nies of  New  Hanq)shire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of  New 
Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  South  Cui'olina,  deputed  to  represent  them  in  a  Continental  Congress, 
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held  in  the  city  of  Pliiladelpljia,  on  tlie  5th  day  of  September,  1774,  avoAv- 
iiig  our  allegiance  to  liis  mnjesty,  our  aftectioii  and  regard  for  our  fellow- 
suhjects  in  Great  Jiritain  and  elsewhere,  aflected  with  the  dee])est  anxiety, 
and  niost  alarming  apprehensions,  at  tiiose  grievances  and  distresses,  with 
•which  his  majesty  's  American  subjects  are  oppressed ;  and  having  taken 
under  our  niost  serious  deliberation,  tiie  state  of  tlie  whole  continent,  lind, 
that  the  present  unhaj)py  situation  of  our  alliiirs  is  occasioned  by  a  ruinous 
system  of  colony  adniinistration,  adopted  by  the  liritish  ministry  about  the 
year  1763,  evidently  calculated  lor  enslaving  these  colonics,  and,  with  them, 
tlje  British  empire.  In  prosecution  of  wliicii  system,  various  acts  of  i)arlia- 
ment  have  been  passed,  lor  raising  a  revenue  in  Anjcrica,  for  depriving  the 
American  subjects,  in  many  instances,  of  the  constitutional  trial  by  jury,  ex- 
posing their  lives  to  danger,  by  directing  a  new  and  illegal  trial  beyond  the 
seas,  for  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  America :  and  in  prose- 
cution of  the  same  system,  several  late,  cruel  and  oppressive  acts  have  been 
passed,  respecting  the  town  of  liostoji  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  also 
an  act  for  extending  tiic  proA  ince  of  Quebec,  so  as  to  border  on  the  western 
frontiers  of  these  colonies,  establishing  an  arbitrary  government  therein, 
and  discouraging  the  settlement  ol'  ih  itish  subjects  in  that  wide  extended 
country;  thus,  by  the  influence  of  evil  i)rinci])les  and  ancient  prejudices,  to 
dispose  the  iidiabitants  to  act  with  hostility  against  the  free  Protestant  col- 
onies, whenever  a  wicked  ministry  shall  choose  to  direct  them. 

To  obtain  redress  of  these  grievances,  which  threaten  destruction  to  the 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  in  North  America,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  a  nou-imi)ortation,  non -consumption,  and  non-exporta- 
tion agreement,  fiiithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove  the  most  speedy,  effectual, 
and  peaceable  measure :  zmd,  therefore,  w^e  do,  for  ourselves,  and  the  iidiab- 
ilants  of  the  several  colonies,  whom  we  represent,  firmly  agree  and  associ- 
ate, under  the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love  of  our  country,  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  Tiiat  from  and  after  the  first'  day  of  December  next,  we  not  im- 
port, into  ]3ritish  America,  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchandise  whatsoever,  or  from  any  other  place,  any  such  goods,  v,  ai-es 
or  merchandise,  as  shall  have  been  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  L-eland  ; 
nor  will  we,  after  that  day,  import  any  East  India  tea  from  any  part  of  the 
world  ;  nor  any  molasses,  syrups,  paneles,  coffee,  or  })imento,  lioni  the  Brit- 
ish plantations  or  fj  oin  Dominica ;  nor  wines  from  Madeira,  or  the  W^esteru 
Islands  ;  nor  foreign  indigo. 

2.  We  will  neither  im])ort  nor  purchase,  any  slave  imported  after  the  first 
day  of  Deceniber  next;  aCter  which  time,  we  will  wholly  discontinue  the 
slave  trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it  ourselves,  nor  w  'lU  we  hire 
our  vessels,  nor  sell  our  commodities  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  it. 

3.  As  a  non-consumption  agreement,  strictly  adhered  to,  will  be  an  effec- 
tual security  for  the  observation  of  the  non-importation,  we,  as  above,  sol- 
emnly agree  and  associate,  that  from  this  day,  we  will  not  purchase  or  tise 
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any  tea,  imported  on  accouDt  of  the  East  India  company,  or  any  on  which  a 
duty  hath  been  or  shall  be  paid;  and  from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  we  will  not  i)urchase  or  use  any  East  India  tea  whatever ;  nor  will  we, 
nor  shall  any  person  for  or  under  us,  purchase  or  use  any  of  those  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  wc  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  shall  know, 
or  have  cause  to  suspect,  were  imported  after  the  first  day  of  December, 
except  such  as  come  under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  tenth  article 
hereafter  mentioned. 

4.  The  earnest  desire  we  have  not  to  injiu-e  our  fellow  subjects  in  Great 
Britam,  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies,  induces  us  to  suspend  a  non-exporta- 
tion, until  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775;  at  which  time,  if  the  said  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  hereinafter  mentioned,  ai'e  not 
repealed,  we  will  not  directly  or  indirectly,  export  any  mercliandise  or  com- 
modity whatsoever  to  Great  Britain,  Leland,  or  the  West  Indies,  except  rice 
to  Europe. 

5.  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  use  the  British  and  Irish  Q'ade,  will  give 
orders,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  their  factors,  agents,  and  correspondents,  ui 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  ship  any  goods  to  them,  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  in  America;  and  if  any  merchant, 
residing  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  ship  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  for  America,  in  order  to  break  tlie  said  non- 
importation agreement,  or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  same,  on  such  un- 
worthy conduct  being  well  attested,  it  ought  to  be  made  public ;  and,  on  the 
same  being  so  done,  we  will  not,  from  thenceforth,  have  any  ccnmicrcial 
connexion  widi  such  merchant. 

6.  That  such  as  are  ouiiers  of  vessels  will  give  i)ositive  orders  to  their 
captains  or  masters,  not  to  receive  on  board  tlieir  vessels  any  goods  prohil)- 
ited  by  the  said  non-importation  agreement,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismis- 
sion from  their  service. 

7.  VV^e  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  improve  the  breed  of  sheep,  and 
increase  their  number  to  the  greatest  extent;  and  to  that  end,  wc  will  kill 
them  as  seldom  as  may  be,  es[)ccially  those  of  the  most  profitable  kind;  nor 
will  we  export  any  to  the  West  Indies  or  elsewhere  ;  and  those  of  us,  who 
are  or  may  become  overstocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  spai-e  any  sheep, 
will  dispose  of  them  to  our  neighbors,  especially  to  the  poorer  sort,  on  mod- 
erate terms. 

8.  -We  will,  in  our  several  stations,  encourage  tiugaliiy,  economy,  and  ui- 
dustry,  aiid  promote  agriculture,  arts,  and  the  manufactures  of  this  country, 
especially  that  of  wool ;  and  will  discountenance  and  discourage  every  spe- 
cies of  extravagance  and  dissipation,  es}»ecially  all  horse-racing,  and  all 
kinds  of  gaming,  cock-fighting,  exhibitions  of  shows,  plays,  and  other  ex- 
pensive diversions  and  entertainments ;  and  oji  the  death  of  any  relation  or 
friend,  none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  fin-ther  mourning 
dress,  than  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  g(.'ntlemen,  and  u 
black  ribbon  or  necklace  for  ladies,  and  we  will  discontinue  die  giving  oi 
gloves  and  scarves  at  lUnerals. 

93 


I 


JOURNAL  OF  TIJE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 


9.  Such  as  arc  venders  of  goods  or  mcrcliaiidise  w'lW  not  take  advantage 
of  tlic  scarcity  of  goods,  tliat  may  be  occasioned  by  this  association,  but 
will  sell  the  same  at  the  rates  we  have  been  respectively  accustomed  to  do 
for  twelve  months  last  past.  And  if  any  vender  of  goods  or  merchandise 
shall  sell  any  such  goods  on  higher  terms,  or  shall,  in  any  manner,  or  by 
any  device  whatsoever,  violate  or  depart  from  this  agreement,  no  person 
ought,  nor  will  any  of  us  deal  with  any  such  person,  or  his  or  her  factor  or 
agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  lor  any  commodity  whatever. 

10.  In  ca^e  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other  pci  son,  shall  import  any  goods 
or  merchandise,  after  the  first  day  of  Decendjcr,  and  before  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  the  same  ought,  torthwith,  at  the  election  of  the  owner,  to  be 
either  re-sliij)])cd,  or  delivered  up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or  town 
wberein  they  shall  be  imported,  to  be  stored  at  the  risk  of  the  imi>ortcr,  un- 
til the  non-importation  agreement  shall  cease,  or  be  sold  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  aforesaid ;  and  in  the  last  mentioned  case,  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  goods  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  sales,  the  first  cost 
and  charges  ;  the  jirofit,  if  any,  to  be  a])i)lied  towards  relieving  and  employ- 
ing such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  as  are  immediate  sufferers 
by  the  Boston  port-bill;  and  a  particular  account  of  all  goods  so  returned, 
stored,  or  sold,  to  be  inserted  in  the  public  pa})ers;  and  if  any  goods  or 
merchandise  shall  be  imported  alter  the  said  first  day  of  February,  the 
same  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the 
packages  thereof. 

11.  That  a  committee  be  chosen  in  evciT  county,  city,  and  town,  by  those 
who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  legislature,  whose  busi- 
ness it  shall  be,  attentively  to  observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons  touching 
this  association  ;  and  when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
a  majority  of  any  such  connnittec,  that  any  person  within  the  limits  of  tlielr 
appointment,  has  violated  this  association,  that  such  majority  do,  lorthw  ith, 
cause  the  truth  of  the  case  to  be  published  in  the  gazette ;  to  the  end,  liiat 
all  such  foes  to  the  rights  of  British  America  may  be  publicly  known,  and 
universally  contenmed  as  the  ejiemics  of  American  liberty  ;  and  thence- 
forth, we,  respectively,  will  break  off  all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

12.  That  the  comniittees  of  correspondence,  in  the  respective  colonies,  do 
frequently  inspect  the  entries  of  their  custom-houses,  and  inform  each  oth- 
er, fi'otn  time  to  time,  of  the  true  state  thereof,  and  of  every  other  materirJ 
circumstance  that  may  occur  relative  to  this  association. 

13.  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be  sold  at  reasonable  prices,  so 
that  no  undue  advantage  be  taken  of  a  future  scarcity  of  goods. 

14.  And  we  do  further  agree  aud  resolve,  that  we  will  have  no  trade, 
commerce,  dealings,  or  intercourse  w  hatsoever,  w  ith  any  colony  or  iirovince, 
in  North  America,  Avhich  shall  not  accede  to,  or  which  shall  hereafter  vio- 
late tlfis  association,  but  will  hold  them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  tree- 
men,  and  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  t'ouutry. 

And  we  do  solemnly  bind  otuselves  and  our  constituents,  under  the  ties 
aforesai^tfo  adhere  to  ihid  association,  until  such  parts  of  the  several  acts 
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of  parliament  passed  since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  as  impose  or  continue 
duties  on  tea,  Avine,  molasses,  syrups,  panelcs,  coUbe,  sugar,  pimento,  indi- 
go, foreign  paper,  glass,  and  painters'  colors,  imported  into  America,  and 
extend  the  powers  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  tiicir  ancient  limits,  dc- 
•prive  the  American  subject  of  trial  by  jury,  authorize  the  judge's  certificate 
to  indemnify  the  prosecutor  from  damages  that  he  might  otherwise  be  liable 
to,  from  a  trial  by  his  peers,  recpiirc  op])ressive  security  from  a  claimant  of 
ships  or  goods  seized,  before  he  shall  he  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  arc 
repealed — and  until  that  part  of  the  act  of  the  l'3th  G.  3.  ch.  24,  entitled 
"an  act  for  the  better  securing  his  majesty's  dock-yards,  magazines,  ships, 
ammunition  and  stores,"  by  which  any  persons  charged  w  ith  committing  any 
of  the  offences  therein  described,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  shire  or 
county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed — and  until  the  tour  acts,  i)asscd  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  viz. :  that  for  stopping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the 
harbor  of  Boston — that  for  altering  the  charter  and  government  of  the  JMas- 
sachusetts  Cay — and  that  which  is  entitled  "an  act  for  the  better  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  &c." — and  that  "  for  extendmg  the  limits  of  Quebec,  <S^c." 
are  repealed.  And  we  recoimnend  it  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to 
the  committees  iu  their  respective  colonies,  to  establish  such  further  regula- 
tions as  they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  this  association. 

The  foregoing  association  being  determined  upon  by  the  Congress,  was 
ordered  to  be  subscribed  by  the  several  members  thereof;  and  thereupon, 
we  have  hereunto  set  our  respective  names  accordingly. 

In  Congress,  Philadelphia,  October  24, 

Signed,   PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  Presidiut. 

JVew  Hampshire  John  Sullivan, 

Nathaniel  Folsom. 

Massachusetts  Bay ....  Thomas  Gushing, 
Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine. 

Bhjode  Island  Stephen  Hopkins, 

Samuel  Ward. 

Conneclicui  Eliphalet  Dyer, 

Roger  Sherman, 
Silas  Deane. 

<Xew  York  Isaac  Low, 

John  Alsop, 
John  Jay, 
James  Duane, 
William  Floyd, 


i 
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,Yew  York  Henry  Wisnek, 

S.  BOERU-M, 

Philip  Livingston. 

JVew  Jersey  Jajies  Kinsey, 

WiLLiA3i  Livingston, 
Stephen  Crane, 
Richard  Smith, 
John  Ue  Hart. 

Pennsylvania  Joseph  Galloway, 

John  Dickinson, 
Charles  Hdmphreys, 
Thomas  INIifflin, 
Edward  Biddle, 
JohxV  JMorton, 
George  Ross. 


J^cw  Castle,  ifc  Caesar  Rodney,  ' 

Thomas  M'Kean, 
George  Read. 

Maryland  Matthew  Tilghman, 

Thomas  Johnson, 
William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chase. 

Virginia  Richard  Henry  Lee, 

George  Washington, 
P.  Henry,  Jr., 
Richard  Bland, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 
Edmund  Pendleton. 

J^orth  Carolina  William  Hooper, 

Joseph  Hewes, 
R.  Caswell. 

Sovih  Carolina  Henry  Middleton, 


Thomas  Lynch, 
Christopher  Gadsden, 
John  Rutledge, 
Edward  Rutledge. 

Mat  11,  1775. 

Mr.  Hancock  laid  before  the  Cougress  a  letter  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  Massachusetts  Bay,  togetlier  with  certain  resolutions  formed  by 
said  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter,  sent  by  said  Congress  to  their  agent 
in  England,  and  an  address  to  the  inliabitants  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  late 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  CONTINEx\TAL  CONGRESS.  741 


engagement  between  tlie  troops  under  Gen.  Gage,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  also  a  number  of  depositions,  duly  attested,  rela- 
tive to  the  commencement  of  said  hostilities,  all  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  have  the  depositions  and  the  address  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  published. 

Resolved,  JV.  C.  D.  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  Amer- 
ica. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massacluisetts 
Bay,  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

June  2,  1775. 

The  president  laid  before  the  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention of  Massachusetts  Bay,  dated  3Iay  IC,  which  was  read,  setting  tbrth 
tlie  difficulties  they  labor  under  for  want  of  a  regular  lorm  of  government, 
and  as  they  and  the  other  colonics  are  Jiow  compelled  to  raise  an  army  to 
defend  themselves  from  the  butcheries  and  devastations  of  their  imijlacable 
enemies,  which  renders  it  still  more  necessary  to  have  a  regidar  establi.shcd 
government,  requesting  the  Congress  to  favor  them  with  "  ex])licit  advice 
respecting  the  taking  up  and  exercising  tiie  powers  of  civil  govenmient," 
and  declaring  their  readiness  to  submit  to  such  a  general  plan  as  the  Con- 
gress may  direct  ibr  the  colonies,  or  make  it  their  great  study  to  establish 
such  a  form  of  government  there,  as  shall  not  only  promote  their  advan- 
tage, but  the  union  and  interest  of  all  America." 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  tarther  consideration. 

DocL  Benjamin  Church  being  directed  by  the  convention  of  IMassachu- 
setts  Bay,  to  confer  with  the  Congress  respecting  such  matters,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  that  colony,  and  particularly  the  state  of  the 
army  therein, 

Orderedj  That  he  be  introduced. 

Afler  he  withdrew,  an  express  arriving  with  despatches  from  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  the  president  laid  before  the  Congress  letters  from  the  couvcn- 
tions  of  tliat  colony,  and  New  Hampshire,  also  from  Gov.  Trumbull,  which 
were  read. 

June  3,  ]775. 

The  letter  from  the  convention  of  Massachusetts,  dated  the  16th  May,  be- 
ing again  read, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  persons  be  chosen  to  consider  the 
same,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  proper  advice  to  be  given  to 
that  convention. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  by  ballot,  to  compose  that  conmiittee, 
viz. :  JMr.  J.  llutledge,  IMr.  Johnson,  I\Ir.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Lee. 

June  7,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  advice  in  answer  to  the  letter  from 
the  convention  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  brought  in  their  rejwrt,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 
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June  9,  1775. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  on  tlic  letter  from  the  convention  of  IMa^-sa- 
chusetts  Hay,  being  ^igain  read,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Btitolved,  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  act  of  parliament  for  alter- 
ing the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  nor  to  a  governor,  or  a 
lieutenant  governor,  who  will  not  observe  the  directions  of,  but  endeavor  to 
subvei-t  that  charter,  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  of  that  colony 
are  to  be  considered  as  absent,  and  their  offices  vacant ;  and  as  there  is  no 
council  there,  and  the  inconveniences,  arising  from  the  suspension  of  the 
j)0wers  of  government,  are  intolerable,  especially  at  a  time  when  Gen.  Gage 
hatli  actually  levied  war,  and  is  carrying  on  hostilities,  against  his  majesty's 
peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  of  that  colony ;  that,  in  order  to  conform,  as 
near  as  may  be,  to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the  charter,  it  lie  recommend- 
ed to  the  provincial  convention,  to  write  letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  places,  which  are  entitled  to  representation  in  assembly,  recpicsthig 
them  to  choose  such  representatives,  and  that  tlie  assembly,  when  chosen, 
do  elect  councillors  ;  and  that  such  asscndjly,  or  council,  ex<  rcise  the  pow- 
ers of  government,  until  a  governor,  of  his  majesty's  appointment,  will  con- 
sent to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its  cliarler. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  trausnjit  a  copy  of  the  above  to  the  conven- 
tion of  IMassachusctts  Bay. 

June  14,  J  775. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New  York,  dated  10th  instant,  respecting 
a  vessel  which  is  stopped  there,  on  suspicion  of  having  on  board  jjrovisions 
for  the  army  and  navy  at  Boston,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  delegates  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut  and  New  York. 

June  27,  1775. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  ?dassachusetts  Bay,  received  by  e-\i)rcss, 
was  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  read. 
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Gov.  Gage's  Proclamation. 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
By  the  Governor. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  a  Hiimbcr  of  persons  unlawfully  assembled  at  Cambridge,  in 
tlie  month  of  October  last,  calling  tljemselves  a  Provincial  Congress,  did,  in 
the  most  open  and  daring  terms,  assume  to  tliemsclves  the  powers  and  au- 
thority of  government,  independent  of,  and  repugnant  to  his  majesty's  gov- 
ernment legally  and  constitutionally  established  williin  this  province,  and 
tending  utterly  to  subvert  the  same  ;  and  did,  amongst  other  unlawl'ul  pro- 
ceedings, take  upon  themselves  to  resolve  and  direct  a  new  and  unconstitu- 
tional regulation  of  the  militia,  in  high  derogation  of  his  majesty's  royal 
prerogative  ;  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  of  Stow, 
to  be  receiver  general,  in  the  room  of  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  then,  and  still, 
legally  holding  and  executing  that  office;  and  also  to  order  and  direct  the 
moneys  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Ilonry 
Gardner,  and  not  to  the  said  Harrison  Gray,  Esq. ;  and  further  eainestly  to 
recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  provhice  to  oblige  and  compel  the  sev- 
eral constables  and  collectors  to  com])ly  with  and  execute  the  said  direc- 
tions, contrary  to  their  oaths,  and  against  the  ]>lain  and  express  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law ;  all  which  proceedings  have  a  most  dangerous  tend- 
ency to  ensmu-e  his  majesty's  subjects,  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  and 
draw  them  into  perjuries,  riots,  sedition,  treason  and  rebellion: 

For  the  prevention  of  which  evils,  and  the  calamitous  consequences 
thereof,!  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  earnestly 
exhorting,  and  in  his  majesty's  name  strictly  prohibiting  all  Jiis  liege  sub- 
jects within  this  province,  from  comjdying,  in  any  degree,  with  tlie  said  re- 
quisitions, recommendations,  directions,  or  resolves  of  the  aforesaid  uidaw- 
ful  assembly,  as  they  regard  his  majesty's  highest  displeasure,  and  would 
avoid  the  })ains  and  i)enalties  of  the  law.  And  I  do  hereby  charge  and 
connnand  all  justices  of  the  })eace,  sherifls,  constables,  collectors,  and  other 
ofticers,  in  their  several  departments,  to  be  vigilant  and  faithlid  in  the  execu- 
tion and  discharge  of  then-  duty  in  their  respective  olfices,  agreeable  to  the 
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well-known  establisbcd  laws  of  the  land  ;  and  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
by  all  lawful  ways  and  means,  to  discountenance,  discourage  and  prevent  a 
compliance  with  such  dangerous  resolves  of  the  abovementioned,  or  any 
other  unlawful  assembly  whatever. 

Given  at  Boston,  this  10th  day  of  November,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  majesty  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  &:c.,  Anno  Domini, 
1774. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

iiy  bis  Excellency's  command, 

Tho3Ias  FiUCKER,  Secrdainj. 
God  save  the  King. 


The  Committee  of  J^ew  York  to  the  Provincial  Congress, 

New  York,  April  19,  ]775.  , 

Gentlj'.men  : — The  following  very  interesting  accounts  were  tliis  day  re- 
ceived by  the  snow  General  Johnson,  CsL\n.  Dean,  in  tliirty-one  days  from 
England.  The  writer  is  a  person  of  undoubted  veracity,  and  has  the  best 
means  of  intelligence,  who  may  be  depended  on,  having  for  these  rsvelve 
months  past  always  furnished  the  most  certain  advices  of  the  ministry's  de- 
signs, &c.  In  consideration  of  which,  and  the  present  posture  of  atlairs  in 
America  in  general,  but  more  particularly  on  account  of  the  situation  of 
your  province,  and  the  consequences  to  which  it  is  more  immediately  liable, 
it  is  thought  an  indispensable  duty  to  give  you  this  late  advice.  It  is  un- 
feignedly  wished  that  you  may  improve  it  to  your  own  safety,  as  well  as  to 
the  advantage  of  the  whole  continent. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

HENRY  RE31SEN,  Di^pulj  Chairman, 

To  the  Hon.  Provincial  Congress. 


Extract  of  LetlerSy  S^c. 

London,  February  24,  1775. 

Providence  seems  to  have  placed  me  here,  in  order  to  give  you  the  earli- 
est mtelligence  of  the  most  mteresting  atiairs,  relative  to  ti»e  colonies. 

To  njy  great  astonishment,  I  have  now  before  me  an  act  lor  blocking  up 
tlie  other  colonies ;  and  another  called  the  black  act,  to  prevent  the  fishe- 
ries. The  whole  nation  seems  to  be  dce}»ly  alfected  at  sucii  im  eiiormoiirf 
crime,  wliich  is  supposed  to  be  done  at  the  rciiuest  of  the  king  and  his 
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creatures.  God  forbid,  that  you  should  be  intimidated  at  tJjis  iiiiquitous  law, 
which  is  calculated  to  ruin  Avliat  was  a  nuUual  bcnclit  to  you  and  us.  This 
must  coDviuce  you  what  you  are  to  e.xpcct,  if  you  submit  to  the  most 
shocking  set  of  men  that  England  can  produce.  You  now  see  their  hu- 
manity. Rouse  up  then  wifli  a  just  indignation,  and  exercise  your  mili- 
tia. Watch  your  governor  and  council.  The  new  assembly  is  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  creatures  as  will  give  up  the  people's  rights,  and  join  in  the 
most  horrid  plot  against  them.  What  a  melanclioly  rellecticn,  that  the 
riches  and  trade  of  a  great  nation  should  be  abused  and  turned  to  the  de- 
struction of  themselves  and  the  colonies  ! 

In  short,  the  king  is  determined  to  be  as  absolute  as  the  French  king,  and 
with  the  most  obstinate  head  and  bad  heart,  has  set  himself  against  the  peo- 
ple, whom  he  will  not  see,  keeping  himself  retired  Iroia  his  subjects,  in 
pride  and  ignorance.  He  has  discarded  men  of  veracity  tiorn  all  places  of 
profit  and  honor,  and  filled  their  offices  with  a  set  of  the  most  abandoned 
villains  on  earth.  These  are  they  who  advised  hhn  to  break  his  oath  with 
tlie  people,  for  w  hich  they  are  despised  by  the  nation.  If  you  hold  out 
a  few  months,  England  will  rise  and  do  you  juslice,  as  uell  as  relieve 
themselves  from  those  accursed  tyrants,  who  want  to  corrupt  you,  and  deprive 
you  of  both  liberty  and  j)roperty. 

There  are  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  members  of  parliament,  who  are 
all  paid  w  ith  the  people's  money  to  vote  whatever  Lord  North  proposes,  and 
he  has  his  lesson  from  eight  more,  who  compose  a  club,  that  meets  in  the 
most  private  manner,  in  the  night,  at  Mrs.  Keens,  near  the  palace,  where 
they  have  a  box,  which  contains  the  papers  that  pass  between  his  majesty 
and  them.  Tlic  king  overlooks  their  schemes  and  corrects  them,  as  well  as 
gives  orders  how  to  proceed  for  the  future.  Hutchinson  is  consulted,  and 
to  their  shame.  Governor  Golden,  Penn,  and  Martin,  who  have  written  such 
letters  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  that  the  king,  has  appointed  them  to  meet  at  New 
York,  in  order  to  join  with  your  other  lying  spirits  in  betraying  the  colonies. 
To  complete  which  villany.  Lord  North  has  made  a  nwiion  in  parliament,  as 
if  he  intended  to  promote  i)eace  with  the  colonies ;  but  it  is  to  deceive 
them,  and  the  people  of  England  too.  It  is  intended  to  defeat  the  salutary 
advice  of  the  Congress,  which  does  credit  to  British  America ! 

Set  the  press  immediately  to  work,  and  publish  to  the  world  the  wicked 
designs  of  tlie  king  and  his  councillors;  that  you  despise  their  slavish 
schemes,  and  are  determined  to  preserve  your  laws  and  religion. 

Encourage  the  brave  people  of  Massachusetts  Ray  to  act  worthy  of  their 
noble  ancestors  ! 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the  noble  lords  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  all  join  you  in  contempt  of  the  junto  here.  You  arc  desired  to 
let  the  colonies  know  that  there  is  a  deep  plot  formed  to  divide  thorn,  and 
deceive  the  people  into  a  compliance.  Rut  tell  them  that  you  want  not 
their  trade  nor  protection  at  the  expense  of  your  liberty. 

You  will  see,  by  the  papers,  the  treatment  Lord  Chatham's  plan  met  with. 
Those  lords,  who  advised  the  king  to  declare  you  rebels,  and  appointed 
94 
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•Nh-ssrs.  Hancock,  Adams,  »Scc,,  &:c.,  Iiave  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  Chatliam 
hliall  fall  a  suciifice  to  tlicir  designs:,  <^c. 

)  know  there  is  public  virtue  among  you.  I  know  your  fondness  for  En- 
gland will  not  let  }ou  believe  the  wicked  designs  that  are  meditating  against 
you;  but  T  do  now,  in  the  presence  of  God,  warn  you  that  the  king  has  no 
good  intentions  towards  you,  but  ^vhat  you  oblige  hitn,  by  your  own  wisdom 
and  virtue,  to  have.  Take  care  of  yourselves,  and  act  as  the  wise  and 
brave  have  done  in  all  ages  when  opi)ressed  by  tyrants.  Resist  unto  blood, 
all  who  attenj])t  to  betray  you. 

The  parliament  have  registered  Colden's  and  Peun's  letters  ;  look  to  them, 
and  see  fur  yourselves.  JLIulicve  the  court  your  worst  enemies,  lie  much 
on  your  guard. 

Yesterday,  Doct.  Fotliergill  and  3Tr.  liarclay  ^vere  so  pressed  in  spirit, 
that  they  went  to  Lord  North,  and  told  him  diat  the  bill  for  prohibiting  the 
fishery,  -was  so  horrid  and  inhuman  an  act,  that  the  nation  would  rise  and 
oppose  it :  and  that  if  it  did  pass  into  a  law,  it  would  be  a  scandal  to  hu- 
manity, and  perhai>s  occasion  a  revolt.  They  plead  two  hours  with  him, 
but  to  no  purpose. 

The  bill  is  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Tuesday;  so  that  in  five  days  this 
horrid  bill  passes  into  a  law,  without  any  further  consideration.  Oh, 
America!    Oh,  England ! 

The  ministry,  in  order  to  quiet  the  mob,  ordered  an  inflammatory  pam- 
l>hlet  to  be  burnt  at  Guildhall,  which  drew  oti*  the  ])eople,  whilst  the  bill 
passed  in  parliament. 

A  report  is  sent  into  the  city  that  the  transports  arc  stop[)ed.  This  is  to 
<piict  ilie  merchants.  But  the  olHcers  are  gone  down  in  ])rivate  coaches,  of 
other  people,  and  America  is  to  be  divided  and  driven  into  compliance,  be- 
fore Eui^land  is  a])prised  of  it. 

Lord  North  has  just  given  out  that  he  will  resign,  and  at  the  same  time 
£ays  that  he  fears  nothing  from  the  jjeople,  unless  it  be  the  breaking  of  liis 
coach  doors,  or  some  such  trifle,  and  no  resistance  of  importance  from  the 
city,  only  a  clamor,  which  he  has  often  experienced.  He  expects  that  this 
nianceuvre  will  quiet  the  })eople  on  both  sides  of  the  water. 

Goods  arc  shipt)ed  in  the  transports  with  the  oflicers'  baggage,  marked 
liejc,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  king's  troops,  who  are  to  laud  them, 
and  protect  the  trade. 

North  Cai'oliua  is  to  be  a  store  house,  it  is  said.  Support  the  committee, 
and  watch  the  officers  of  the  customs,  Sec.  Your  Irieuds  are  afraid  that 
you  will  be  surprised  into  compliance.  The  oflers  of  peace  were  only  to 
raise  the  stocks,  which  had  fallen.  They  are  now  four  per  cent,  higher  on 
account  of  the  report. 

Tlie  council  sat  up  all  lught,  in  order  to  find  out  ways  and  means  to  con- 
quer Virginia,  and  procure  tobacco.  Great  oflers  will  be  made  to  those 
who  will  raise  it,  &:c. 

Men  of  large  fortunes  are  afraid  to  oppose  government,  least  the  bank 
should  fail,  which  is  said  to  be  in  danger. 
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TJie  interest  of  the  year  1774,  is  not  paid. 

Many  of  the  people  are  your  most  hearty  friends,  but  the  king  is  your 
greatest  enemy,  lie  not  deceived  by  his  low  cunning;  act  wisely,  and  the 
wicked  plot  will  break  on  tlie  heads  of  those  who  want  to  destroy  you. 

The  king  is  his  own  secretary;  he  gets  up  at  six  o'clock  every  morning, 
to  send  oft'  his  box,  with  remarks,  on  a  bit  of  paper  lied  round  each  order: 
four  of  the  ablest  lawyers  are  constantly  with  liirn,  whose  business  it  is  to 
advise  and  search  for  precedents,  to  screen  his  head,  and.  throw  the  blame 
on  the  parliament. 

Two  millions  have  been  squandered  in  bribery  and  corruption.  The 
crown  has  nothing  to  fear  but  the  hunger  of  the  poor. 

A  steady  adherence  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  will  save  England 
and  America. 

Beware  of  Gov.  Penn,  who  has  had  offers  made  him  to  comply  with  the 
designs  of  the  court. 

Send  tliis  to  Boston  immediately.  Mr.  Hancock's  lands  are  already  divi- 
ded among  the  officers. 

Lord  Dartmouth  is  your  bitter  enemy,  and  determined  to  destroy  the  lib- 
erties of  America. 

All  the  wise  v.  ish  that  you  may  attend  to  the  advice  of  the  Congress. 

March  1,  1775. 

Part  of  the  troops  now  ordered  for  embarkation  here  and  Ireland,  ai'e  to 
rendezvous  at  New  York,  to  make  it  a  place  of  arms,  securing  the  defection 
of  that  province,  from  the  general  alliance  in  the  cause  of  Ireedom  and  ev- 
ery thing  that  is  dcur  to  man  ;  and  to  prevent  the  communication  between 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  the  other  southern  colonie^,  with  New  England  ; 
wlien  Gen.  Gage,  with  such  assistance  as  he  may  get  from  New  York,  is  to 
subdue  those  colonies  by  a  garrison  and  place  of  arms,  with  the  assistance 
of  Quebec,  to  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron  all  the  slaves  of  America. 

Without  the  concurrence  of  New  York,  this  scheme  can  never  be  carried 
into  execution,  of  which  every  gentleman  and  man  of  knowledge  in  this 
kingdom  is  fully  convinced  ;  therelore,  on  your  virtue,  in  a  great  measure,  it 
depends,  whether  America  shall  be  free,  or  be  reduced  to  the  most  abject 
and  oppressive  servitude,  worse  than  that  of  Egyptian  bondage,  in  which 
you  must  inevitably  be  involved,  if  you  lend  your  aid  to  enslave  your  breth- 
ren in  the  other  colonies. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  bill  for  preventing  tlie  four  colonies  and 
provinces  of  New  England  from  fishing,  getting  any  provisions  from  the 
other  colonics,  or  carrying  on  any  connnerce  whatever  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  except  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  British  West  Indies,  will 
finally  pass  the  House  of  Commons  to-morrow,  and  is  to  take  place  the  first 
of  next  July.  Yon  may  also  depend,  that  in  a  few  days,  another  bill  will  be 
brought  in  to  prohibit  any  of  the  other  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  trade 
whatever  with  each  other,  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  except  to  Great 
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JJritnin,  Ireland,  or  tbe  I^rili^h  West  Indies,  which  will  probably  take  place 
in  July  also:  tlierelbre,  you  will  act  accordingly,  acd  let  this  be  publicly 
known. 


London,  March  1st,  1775. 

The  measures  of  the  ministry  will,  I  lio[)e,  do  more  towards  uniting  the 
colonies,  than  any  efforts  of  America  itself.  You  will  easily  perceive  their 
wicked  intentions  to  divide,  as  well  as  their  designs  after  that  hoped  for  di- 
vision. They  have  high  ho])es  of  success,  from  the  last  accounts  from  New 
York.  I  trust  the  people  ol'  that  })rovince  will  soon  displace  those  rascally 
and  treacherous  tories  in  your  assembly,  \\  ho  dare  thus  negatively  encour- 
age the  system  of  despotism  now  adopted  for  your  government.  The  wis- 
dom of  the  Congress,  and  the  firmness  of  the  people,  give  the  strongest  as- 
surances of  future  conduct.  Several  names  are  made  use  of  here  as  author- 
ities to  warrant  the  defection  of  America.  Pray  print  this  short  hint  for  the 
observation  of  the  honest  men  among  you.  I  need  not  endeavor  to  expose 
the  baseness  or  folly  of  the  present  men  in  office,  for  they  take  care  to  do  it 
themselves. 


The  foregoing  were  at  first,  intended  only  to  be  communicated  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Massachusetts  Ijay,  but  on  more  considei*ation,  it  was  judged 
best  to  inform  those  of  Connecticut  also,  leaving  them  to  forward  the  ac- 
count to  Concoi*d  with  the  utmost  despatch. 


Joseph  Hawlej  to  Thomas  Gushing. 

Northampton,  Feb.  22,  1775. 

Dear  Sir: — Since  I  left  Cambridge,  I  have  had  many  tlioughts  on  the 
state  of  this  province,  and  the  continent ;  and  sufier  me  to  say.  Sir,  that  the 
time  is  in  fact  arrived,  when  we  are  to  drop  all  chimerical  plans,  and  in  our 
contemplations  thoroughly  to  think  down  and  pervade  every  step  that  is  pro- 
posed for  practice  ;  to  judge  of  its  practicability,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
view  all  its  consequences.  With  this  conviction,  I  have  been  most  seriously 
contemplating  the  connnission  uud  most  important  trust  of  our  co/nmittee  of 
safety,  and  especially  that  branch  of  it  which  relates  to  their  mustering  the 
minute  men  and  others  of  the  militia,  when  they  shall  judge  that  the  late 
acts  of  parliament,  viz.:  the  regulation  act,  and  the  murder  act,  are  attemj)t- 
ed  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  force.  A  most  critical,  most  important, 
most  arduous  trust  this.  Here  let  me  observe,  that  the  soldiers,  when  thus 
mustered  by  the  said  committee,  who  have  this  power  devolved  on  them  by 
the  representative  body  of  the  province,  will  suppose  it  is  their  duty  to  fight; 
they  therefore,  will  only  deliberate  how  to  fight  to  advantage.  They  will  not 
consider  the  question,  whether  or  not  tlie  time  is  tliat  they  ought  to  fight ; 
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they  will  su{)pose  that  the  continent  have  devolved  the  lefcoliilion  of  that 
question  iipcn  this  province,  and  that  this  province  liuve  devolved  it  on  the 
coinniitice  ot  safety,  and  tiiat  the  connnittee,  by  caUing  them,  have  decided  it. 
They  ^v ill  judge,  that  it"  they  should  decline  lightinii:  when  they  are  called 
for  that  intent,  their  honor  awl  courage  will  be  in)}ieach€d.  The  soldier 
tlierefore,  will  probably,  at  all  events,  lull  on.  Tiius,  hostilities  will  be  com- 
menced ;  which  we  must  suppose,  will,  thenceforward,  continue,  and  be 
most  vigorously  pushed,  until  the  fate  of  Anierica  be  decided  :  hostilities  in 
which  we  must  iiave  the  vigorous  and  persevering  assistance  of  the  other  col- 
onies, or  we  must  s'mk  under  them.  Suffer  nie  then  to  ask,  whether  it  will 
not  be  the  height  of  presumption  to  enter  on  such  a  scene  with  no  other 
assurance  or  security  of  such  etiectual  and  continued  aids  as  w  ill  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  tban  what  is  contained  in  a  resolution  of  about  six  lines, 
and  they  consisting  of  terms  and  expressions  not  the  most  definite,  or  of 
certain  and  precise  meaning?  The  words  used  in  the  resolution  to  state  the 
case  wherein  hostilities  are  to  be  commenced,  are,  in  my  opinion,  by  far  too 
loose,  to  wit:  "when  the  acts  shall  be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  force,"  as  well  as  the  words  made  use  to  secure  the  aid  of  the  colo- 
nies, to  wit:  "all  xVmerica  ought  to  support  them  in  such  opposition,"  not 
that  tliey  will  actually  su[)port  them,  but  a  mere  declaration  that  it  would  be 
reasonable  and  just  that  such  support  should  be  atTorded.  Is  this  a  treaty 
offensive  and  defensive  of  sufficient  precision  to  make  us  secure  of  the  ef^ 
fectual  aid  of  the  other  colonies  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain  ?  Uesides,  by 
whom  was  this  declaration  or  engagement,  such  as  it  is,  made  ?  Was  it  by 
delegates  specially  authorized  and  instructed  to  make  an  engagement  of  this 
sort?  Who  knows  whether  the  resj)ective  constituent  bodies  will  avow  this 
declaration?  Moreover,  it  ought  to  be  well  considered,  with  regard  to  all  the 
other  colonies,  excej)ting  Connecticut  and  PJiode  Island,  what  situation  they 
are  in  to  fulfil  an  engagement  of  this  sort,  in  case  they  were  generally  dis- 
posed to  come  into  it.  Do'nt  we  all  say,  tliat  this  province  cuiii:ot  levy,  sub- 
sist, and  pay  an  army  sufhcient  to  afford  us  any  ho})es  of  yiresent  resistance, 
without  a  legislature  which  the  peojjle  will  cheerfully  submit  to?  Js  not 
that  precisely  the  case  with  all  the  other  colonies,  the  two  above  mentioned 
excepted  ?  Have  they  not  as  much  to  do  to  assume  a  new  government, 
every  one  of  them,  in  order  to  levy,  subsist,  and  pay  their  res])ective  quotas 
of  an  army,  as  we  have  ?  Nay,  would  not  the  success  of  an  atiejnpt  of  this 
sort  be  more  precarious  in  every  one  of  them  than  in  this  province,  as  their 
people  cannot  be  supi)osed  so  thoroughly  to  apprehend  the  necessity  of  it 
as  ours  may  be  supposed  to  do  ?  Are  they  oppressed  and  affected  with  the 
Dew  measures  as  we  are  ?  Will  not  their  governors  obstruct  and  labor  to 
embarrass  every  attempt  of  the  kind  as  much  as  ours?  Will  they  not  have 
as  many  friends  to  government  to  assist  them,  as  there  are  here  ?  Can  it, 
therefore,  be  nnicli  short  of  madness  and  infatuation  in  us,  to  enter  on  a 
scene  of  this  soit  in  the  ])resent  state  of  alfairs?  Nay,  is  it  not  obvious, 
tlierefore,  that  actual  hostilities  must  be  suspended,  if  possible,  until  the  con- 
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tinent,  by  tlieir  representatives,  sliall,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  in  fact 
say,  tliat  the  moment  is  actually  arrived  wiien  the  scene  sLall  open  ?  No 
one,  1  presume,  will  £:ay,  that  it  will  be  ?oni:(l  policy  for  us  to  enter  on  hos- 
tilities with  only  i;ome  prosjjects  of  such  donations  from  the  other  coloifics 
to  support  the  war  as  have  been  made  and  are  making  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  of  Boston.  Does  it  not  infinitely  import  ns,  to  adnjit  these  and  many 
more  considerations  into  our  minds  belbre  we  enter  upon  lasting,  most  im- 
portant hostilities  ?  When  once  the  blow  is  struck  it  must  be  followed,  and  we 
must  conquer,  or  all  is  lost  forever.  Jf  we  are  not  supported,  perseveringly 
supported,  by  divers  other  colonies,  can  we  expect  any  thing  else,  than,  in  a 
sliort  time,  to  fall  a  prey  to  our  enemies  ?  jMay  God,  make  us  consider  it. 
Should  large  numbers  of  men  come  voluntary  into  the  province  service,  unless 
they  should  have  been  regularly  raised  and  proper  provision  made  for  their 
subsistence,  and  magazines  of  ammunition  provided  by  the  colony  from 
whence  they  come,  will  they  do  any  more  than  just  look  on  us,  turn  about, 
and  hasten  home  as  fast  as  they  came  ?  In  order,  therefore,  for  the  necessary 
establishment  of  auxiliary  troops,  as  I  said  before,  must  not  the  other  colonies 
assume  new  forms  of  government  as  well  as  we  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
all  this  can  be  done  suddenly  ?  We  know,  that  according  to  the  {)resent 
respective  constitutions,  nothing  of  the  sort  above  mentioned,  to  w  it :  the 
levying,  subsisting,  and  paying  of  troo})s,  can  be  done  in  a  governmental 
way.  When  we  shall  have  once  made  the  hostile  attack,  we  are,  thencefor- 
ward, to  look  for  nothing  but  fire  and  sword,  until  we  have  conquered  or 
are  ourselves  vanqiiished.  Therefore,  if  we,  by  order  of  our  committee  of 
safety,  should  begin  the  attack,  and  so  bring  on  hostilities  beibre  the  general 
express  consent  of  the  colonies  that  hostilities  are  altogether  unavoidable, 
and  that  the  time  to  commence  them  is  absolutely  arrived,  and  that  wc  are 
actually  ready,  I  conceive  that  there  will  be  infinite  hazard  that  the  oiIkt 
governments  will  say,  that  we  have  unnecessarily  and  madly  jilungcd  into 
war,  and  therelbre,  nnist  get  out  of  the  scrape  as  we  can,  and  we  shall  have 
no  other  aid  from  thenj,  only  some  warm  people  who  w  ill  resort  to  us  in  a 
fit  of  zeal,  and  soon  return  home  again  as  fast  as  they  came,  without  alibrd- 
ing  us  any  real  service,  but  will  leave  us  in  a  worse  state  than  we  shouhl 
have  been  if  they  had  never  come.  I  know  your  concern  will  be,  that  if  we 
proceed  in  this  deliberate  way,  the  spirit  of  our  people  will  evaporate  and 
be  lost  But  let  me  assure  you,  that  there  is  no  danger  of  that.  If  I  can 
make  any  judgment,  all  the  danger  is,  on  the  other  hand,  that  our  people  w  ill 
rashly  and  headily  rush  into  hostilities  before  they  can  be  upheld  and  sup- 
ported: they  will  consequently  fail  of  success:  the  tide  will  then  turn:  a 
vei-y  low  ebb  will  succeed  the  high  tide  of  flood:  they  will  then  give  all  up: 
and  the  good  cause  will  be  lost  forever. 

I  beg  of  you,  therelbre,  as  you  love  your  country,  to  use  your  utmost  in- 
fluence with  our  committee  of  safety,  that  our  people  be  not  mustered,  and 
that  hostilities  be  not  connnenced,  until  we  have  the  express,  categorical  de- 
cision of  the  continent,  that  the  time  is  absolutely  come  that  hostilities  ought 
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to  begin,  and  that  they  will  support  us  in  continuing  them.  As  to  the 
courts,  we  must  eniburrass  and  retard  them,  by  preventing  suitors,  jurors, 
witnesses,  &c.,  going  into  them,  by  all  ways  and  means,  that  I  have  not  lime 
now  to  exj)Iuin.  A  sharp  eye  must  be  kept  on  them,  that  we  may  fully 
know  the  success  of  the.  attempts  to  estul;lish  the  regulation  so  tar  as  it  re- 
spects the  courts.  Sir,  1  think  it  of  much  importance  to  do  this  :  as  you  re- 
gard your  own  lile  and  your  uscfuhiess  to  your  country,  you  should  most  at- 
tentively watch  all  the  steps  and  proceedings  of  the  court  now  sitting  at  Bos- 
ton. If  they  get  a  grand  jmy,  then  they  will  probably  obtain  indictments  of 
high  treason,  and  indictments  will  not  be  procured  without  a  view  and  re- 
spect to  arrests  and  commitments,  convictions,  hangings,  drawings,  and 
quarterings.    What  yom*  chance  will  be  I  need  not  tell  you. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  most  sincere  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  hmnble  servant, 

JOSEPH  llAWLEY. 

Hon.  Thomas  Cushln^. 


Inhabitants  of  Montreal  to  the  Conunitlec  of  Sufdy. 

Montreal,  April  :28,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  February,  by 
Mr  Brown,  and  see  clearly  the  great  injustice  that  has  been  done  you.  We 
deeply  feel  the  sorrows  and  afflictions  of  otu*  suffering  brethren  ;  and  sin- 
cerely wish  it  was  in  our  power  to  afford  you  effectual  relief;  but  alas  I  we 
are  more  the  objects  of  pity  and  compassion  than  yourselves,  who  are  now 
suffering  under  the  heavy  hand  of  power;  deprived,  as  we  are,  of  the  com- 
mon right  of  the  miserable,  to  complahi.  You  have  numbers,  strength,  and 
a  common  cause  to  support  you  in  your  opposition  :  we  are  still  more  divi- 
ded here,  by  our  interests,  than  by  our  religion,  language,  and  njanncrs. 
The  apprehension  of  evils  to  come  uj)on  us,  in  a  short  time,  irom  the  unlim- 
ited power  of  the  governor,  strikes  all  opposition  dead :  indeed,  few  in  tliis 
colony  dare  vent  their  griefs ;  but  groan  in  silence,  and  dream  of  Idires  dz 
cac/ic/, confiscations,  and  imprisonments  ;  offering  up  their  fervent  prayers  to 
tlie  throne  of  grace,  to  prosper  your  righteous  cause,  \\  ijich  alone  will  free 
us  fi-om  those  jealous  fears  and  apprehensions  that  rob  us  of  our  peace. 

In  a  word,  were  the  British  inhabitants  of  this  widely  extended  province, 
united  in  their  sentiments,  we  have  neither  numbers  nor  wealth  sufficient  to 
do  you  any  essential  service.  We  must,  therefore,  cast  ourselves  into  the 
arras  of  our  sister  colonics,  relying  upon  the  wisdom,  vigor,  and  tirmness  of 
the  general  Continental  Congress  for  our  protection,  hoping  they  will  enter- 
tain no  animosity  or  resentment  against  us  because  we  cannot  join  them  in 
the  ensuing  general  Congress,  wiiicli,  were  we  to  attempt,  the  Canadians 
would  join  with  the  government  to  frusti'ate. 
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You  will  please  to  bear  in  mind,  that  not  only  those  who  hold  the  helm  of 
government,  but  also,  all  those  who  make  wealth  or  ambition  the  chief  objects 
of  their  pursuit,  are  j)roresscdIy  your  enemies  ;  and  would  be  glad  to  reduce 
you  to  tlie  same  abject  state,  with  themselves:  nevertheless,  the  bulk  of  the 
people,  both  English  and  Canadians,  are  of  quite  contrary  sentiments ;  and 
wish  well  to  your  cause  ;  but  dare  not  stir  a  linger  to  help  you  ;  being  of  no 
more  estimation  in  the  political  machine,  than  the  sailors  are,  in  shaping  the 
course  or  working  the  shij)  in  which  they  sail.  They  may  nmtter  and 
swear,  but  must  ohey:  however,  should  government  handle  them  too  rough- 
ly, and  arbitrarily  attempt  to  force  them  upon  dangerous  and  disagreeable 
service,  to  which  tiicy  have  already  shewn  an  irreconcilable  aversion,  they 
may,  perha]>s,  dearly  repent  it. 

The  case  is  quite  dit^erent  with  their  noblesse,  or  gentry.  TJic  pre-emi- 
nence given  to  their  religion,  together  with  a  particij)ation  of  honors  and  of- 
fices in  common  with  the  English,  not  only  flatters  their  natural  pride  and 
vanity,  but  is  regarded  by  them,  as  a  mark  of  distinction  and  merit,  that  lays 
open  their  way  to  fortune.  Of  liberty,  or  law,  they  have  not  the  least  no- 
tion. 

As  to  the  savages  that  dwell  round  about  us,  doubtless  there  are  some  to 
be  found  among  them,  who,  lor  the  sake  of  plunder,  would  murder,  burn, 
and  destroy ;  but  we  conceive  that  their  chiefs  know  their  own  interests 
better,  than  to  interfere  as  a  nation,  in  this  ILmily  quarrel:  for  let  which 
side  will,  prevail,  they  are  sure,  in  that  case,  to  be  the  victims. 

We  desire  to  know,  whether  English  delegates  would  be  acce[)ted  under 
the  above  named  linfitations ;  namel\',  without  entering  into  the  general  as- 
sociation for  the  non-importation  of  goods  from  Great  Britain,  or  the  non- 
exportation  of  the  produce  of  this  colony,  and  tlie  Indian  countries  above  : 
and  bog  to  be  informed  in  what  manner  we  can  be  serviceable  to  yom*  cause, 
without  bringing  dowji  ruin  \\])on  our  own  heads. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  just  to  iiint,  that  the  idea  the  Canadians  seem  to  have 
of  this  colony,  at  ])resent  is,  that  it  is  to  be  a  Fiench  government,  holding 
under  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  ii  om  which  they  mean  to  exclude  every 
Englishman,  save  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor. 

We  heartily  wish  our  abilities  to  serve  you  were  equal  to  our  wills,  tind 
ju-ay  Heaven  to  prosper  your  generous  ])urpose ;  and  are,  with  the  utmost 
consideration  and  feeling  for  your  distresses. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

And  very  humble  servants,  and  fellow  sufferers, 

THOMAS  WALKER, 
JOHN  WELLi:S, 
JAMES  PRICE, 
WILLIAM  HAYWOOD. 
P.  S.    It  is  our  earnest  request,  that  this  letter  may  not  be  now  published, 
for  fear  of  bad  conseipiences  to  the  subscribers. 
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Mrs.  Bowdoin  to  (fie  Committee  of  Safety. 

Dorchester,  June  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — Mr.  Bowdoin  has  just  received  the  enclosed  deposition, 
and  being  in  a  very  ^veak  state,  desires  ine  to  iiiforni  you,  tliat  lor  some  time 
past,  the  Falkland,  sloop  of  war,  commanded  by  Capt.  Linzey,  has  been 
cruising  about  the  islands  called  Elizabeth  islands,  near  Martha's  Vineyard: 
that  the  said  sloop's  boats  have,  divers  times,  landed  armed  men  on  the  said 
islands,  who  have  abused  the  inhabitants,  stove  their  boats,  and  by  force 
taken  away  a  considerable  part  of  their  property,  as  may  more  fully  appear 
by  the  said  deposition. 

It  is  humbly  ai)})rehendcd,  if  about  one  hundred  armed  men  were  proper- 
ly posted  on  the  said  islands,  they  would  be  a  sufficient  force  to  defend  the 
inhabitants,  and  protect  their  stocks  of  cattle  and  sheep,  which  are  ver}- con- 
siderable, and  which  have,  hitherto,  every  year,  lurnished  divers  parts  of 
this  colony  with  i;it  sheep  and  cattle  for  j»rovisions,  and  particularly  with  a 
large  quantity  of  wool  ibr  our  homo  mauutiictures. 

1  beg  leave  to  make  this  representation,  that  you  may  take  such  measures 
as  your  wisdom  shall  dictate;  and  am,  most  respectfully,  in  Mr.  Bowdoin's 
behalf,  who  is  part  owner  of  one  of  said  islands, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ELIZABETH  BOWDOIN. 

To  tlie  honorable  Committee  of  Safety, 


Deposition  of  ElisJta  JVye. 

Mat  31,  1775. 

Elisha  Nye,  innholdcr,  living  on  one  of  the  Elizabeth  islands,  commonly 
called  Naushan,  and  near  to  Tarpolin  Cove,  testifieth  and  saith,  that  some 
time  about  the  5th  of  May,  the  sloop  of  war  called  the  Falkland,  command- 
ed by  Capt.  Linzey,  came  into  the  cove,  and  as  soon  as  the  vessel  had  come 
to  anchor,  the  captain  came  on  shore  with  his  boat's  crew,  all  armed,  and 
came  to  the  house,  and  said  unto  the  deponent,  "you  need  not  be  scared," 
upon  which,  he  told  him  it  was  enough  to  scare  any  body  to  see  so  many 
men  come  on  shore  arnied  ;  and  the  women  were  all  fled,  and  to  where  he 
knew  not;  upon  which,  Capt.  Linzey  told  him  to  call  them  in,  for  he  did 
not  mean  to  hurt  any  body — upon  M'hich  promise,  I  and  my  family  were  sat- 
isfied. Soon  after  that,  the  ca])tain  asked  me  to  walk  with  him  ;  which  he 
complied  with ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  walk,  he  demanded  to  know  what 
stock  I  had,  and  added,  to  tell  him  right,  for  if  I  did  not,  he  would  take  all 
that  he  met:  upon  which,  I  gave  him  the  account.  TJien  the  captain  told 
me,  the  deponent,  if  1  sold  any  of  them,  he  would  take  tiic  remainder  by 
95 
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force :  upon  which,  1  tokl  him,  if  he  were  here  when  they  were  fit  for  mar- 
ket, he  might  have  tiiem,  paying  the  price  I  used  to  have.  Soon  after,  he 
went  to  Rhode  Island,  and  returned  back  in  a  lew  days;  after  which,  he 
used  to  pass  and  repass  the  island  almost  every  day,  mostly  in  company 
with  the  doctor  of  the  ship,  leaving  down  the  fence  repeatedly,  which  let 
the  cattle  often  mix  together,  which  I  told  the  doctor  was  a  great  damage  : 
the  doctor's  answer  was,  "  then  you  may  put  it  up  yourselves,  for  I  will 
not;"  and  he  often  talked  in  an  abusive,  insulting  manner,  that  he,  the  doc- 
tor, would  soon  take  what  he  wanted,  without  any  pay. 

On  the  2Gth  instant,  a  sloop  came  into  the  cove,  with  about  twenty  pas- 
sengers, men,  Avomen,  and  children,  in  great  distress  for  provisions,  and 
made  application  to  me  for  sui)i)lics.  Capt.  Linzey  knowing  that,  his  boat 
having  boarded  her,  sent  his  boat  on  shore,  and  forbade  my  letting  them 
have  any.  Then  I  advised  them  to  apply  to  Capt.  Linzey,  and  see  if  they 
could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  let  them  have  some  ;  accordingly  they  went ; 
afterwards,  the  captain  of  the  sloop  told  me.  that  he  absolutely  refused  them, 
and  said,  "  damn  the  dog  that  would  let  thom  have  any!  and  if  they  were  not 
gone  immediately,  he  would  shik  them:"  upon  which,  they  set  sail  immedi- 
ately without  any  supplies.  And  further,  the  deponent  dcclareth,  that  the 
doctor  came  on  shore,  and  said,  that  the  captain's  orders  were,  that  1  should 
go  with  him,  the  said  doctor,  and  destroy  all  the  boats  belonging  to  the 
island.  I  told  him  I  could  not  go  upon  such  business  as  that;  he  said  he 
would  send  me  on  board  the  ship  if  1  did  not  go;  upon  which,  I  found  1 
must  comply,  and  accordingly  went  with  him,  and  saw  him,  the  doctor, 
stave  three  boats. 

On  the  29th,  about  eight  o'clock,  in  the  evening,  he,  the  said  doctor,  cair.e 
on  shore,  and  told  me  he  had  come  for  my  sheep,  upon  wliich,  I  told  him  tiiey 
were  out  in  the  pasture,  and  1  could  not  get  them  into  the  pen  it  being  dark, 
but  would  fetch  them  in  as  early  in  the  morning  as  he  pleased;  the  answer 
from  the  doctor  was,  <'danm  you  1  ^\hat  did  you  turn  thenj  out  for?"'  the 
reason,  I  told  him,  was,  tliat  they  had  got  out  their  own  sheep,  and  did  not 
say  any  thing  about  when  they  should  want  mine,  and  1  thought  it  best  the 
sheep  should  be  let  out  to  feed ;  upon  which,  the  said  doctor  said  to  me, 
"damn  you!  go  on  board  the  ship  and  I'll  see  what  they  w^ere  turned  out 
for;"  I  told  him,  I  would  not,  but  would  go  and  try  to  get  the  sheep  up ;  he 
said  "  w  ell,  damn  you !  make  haste  !"  and  swung  his  sword  over  my  head, — 
but  upon  trial  1  found  it  so  dark,  I  could  not  get  them  in ;  and,  on  my  return, 
was  informed  that  he,  the  doctor,  had  sent  on  board  for  more  help  to  carry 
me  and  my  brother  on  board  the  ship ;  upon  which,  with  the  abuses  and 
threats  I  had  received  before,  I  thought  it  time  to  make  my  escape,  which  I 
did,  to  the  main  land,  and  begged  the  assistance  of  the  people,  who  readily 
came  to  my  assistance.  When  I  returned,  which  was  about  three  o'clock, 
in  the  morning,  some  of  my  family  told  me,  they  had  been  on  shore,  armed, 
and  taken  all  my  calves,  being  seven  in  nundicr;  two  of  the  poorest 
and  smallest,  they  sent  on  shore  in  the  morning;  the  others,  with  four 
sheep  they  had  some  days  before,  they  carried  off  without  paying  any 
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thing  for  them.  I  do  further  declare,  tlie  abuses  and  tlireats  I  received, 
from  Capt.  Liiizcy  and  the  doctor,  were  the  occasion  of  niy  moving  oft"  the 
island,  leaving  my  interest.  And  I  declare,  that  I  never  refused  Capt.  Lin- 
zey,  or  any  other  person  belonging  to  any  ship  of  war,  entertainment  in  my 
house,  or  a  su])ply  of  provisions  tliat  I  had  on  my  farm,  and  could  spare. 
And  I  further  declare,  that  on  the  night  of  the  29th  instant,  tiie  aforesaid 
doctor,  as  my  wife  informs  me,  came  on  shore  and  demanded  njy  gun,  with 
his  sword  in  hand,  which  she  delivered  to  him,  and  I  have  not  seen  it  since, 
though  it  was  the  only  weapon  of  defence  that  I  had  on  the  island. 

The  value  of  the  sheep,  calves,  and  gun,  which  tliey  took  tioni  mc,  and 
the  use  of  my  horse  and  well,  are  as  follow,  viz. : 

Four  sheep,        .         .         .         .         .         .         ,      £2  16  0 

Three  calves,  four  months  old,        .  .  ,  .  .300 

Four  quarters  of  veal,  sixty  pounds,  sold,         .         .  .        2    8  0 

One  gun  taken  out  of  my  house  by  the  doctor  of  the  ship,  of  great 

value,    .         .         .         .         .         .         .  .300 

Riding  my  horse  and  use  of  my  well,        .         .         .  .300 

£15   6  0 

ELISHA  NYE. 

Barnstable,  ss.  May  31,  1775. 

Sworn  to,  before 

THOMAS  SMITB,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 


PopxjLATioN  OF  Massachusetts,  1776. 


Counties. 

JfTiites. 

Blacks. 

Total 

Suffolk, 

27,419 

682 

28,101 

Essex, 

50,903 

.  1,049 

51,952 

Middlesex,  . 

40,119 

702 

40,821 

Hampshire,  . 

34,315 

245 

34,5G0 

Plymouth, 

26,906 

487 

27,393 

Barnstable, 

15,344 

171 

15,515 

Bristol, 

26,656 

583 

27,241 

York, 

17,593 

241 

17,834 

Dukes, 

2,822 

59 

2,881 

Nantucket,  . 

4,412 

133 

4,545 

Worcester,  . 

46,331 

432 

46,763 

Cumberland,  . 

13,910 

162 

14,072 

Lincoln, 

18,563 

85 

18,648 

Berkshire, 

18,552 

216 

18,768 

343,845 

5,249 

349,094 
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Warlike  Stores  in  Massachusetts,  1774. 

Keturns  of  ^^ar]ike  stores  were  received  from  almost  all  the  towns  of  the 
several  counties  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  except  Dukes  and  Nautucket, 
April  14,  1775.    The  aggregate  was  as  follows : 

Fire-arms,         .......  21,549 

Pounds  of  powder,   .......  17,444 

Pounds  of  lead  balls,     ......  22,191 

Number  of  flints,      .......  144,699 

Number  of  bayonets,      ......  10,103 

Number  of  pouches,  ......  11,979 

Aggregate  of  the  Town  Stocks. 

Fire-arms,         ........  68 

Barrels  of  powder,    .....        ....      .  357 

Pounds  of  load  balls,      ......  66,781 

I^umber  of  flints,      .......  100,531 


AN  ACT 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  COURT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

TO  CONFIRM  AND  ESTABLISH  TflE 

RESOLVES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESSES  OF  THIS  COLONY, 

JULY  20,  1775. 


Whereas  this  oppressed  colony  has,  for  many  months  past,  been  de- 
prived of  the  free  exercise  of  its  usual  })owers  of  government,  whicli  has 
necessarily  occasioned  the  public  business  tliereof  to  be  conducted  by  Con- 
gresses ;  and  as  many  matters  of  the  greatest  un])ortance  lor  the  recovery 
and  preservation  of  that  liberty,  which  God,  nature,  and  compact  have  given 
to  this  people,  have  been  resolved,  done,  and  transacted,  by  Provincial  Con- 
gresses, some  of  which  have  not  yet  had  their  full  effect :  and  ^^  hereas,  the 
legality  of  such  resolves,  doings,  and  transactions,  ma}"  hcreatlcr  be  called 
in  question,  and  may  occasion  much  litigation,  unless  conlirmed  and  estab- 
lished in  some  known  constitutionaLmanner  : 

Be  it  therefore  ejiacted,  by  the  council  and  house  of  representatives  of 
this  colony,  in  general  court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
all  and  every  [of]  the  resolves,  doingt^,  and  transactioiis  of  the  several  Pro- 
vincial Congresses  of  this  colony,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  to  the  twciitieili  tiay  of  Jidy, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  con- 
firmed and  established,  as  lawful  and  valid,  to  all  intents,  constructions,  and 
purposes  hatsocver,  as  fully  and  effectually,  as  if  the  same  resolves,  doings, 
and  transactions,  had  been  done  by  any  general  court  or  assembly  of  this 
colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  whenever  any 
person  or  persons  shall  be  sued,  or  prosecuted,  betbre  any  superior  court  of 
judicature,  court  of  assize,  and  general  gaol  delivery,  or  belbre  any  inferior 
court  of  common  pleas,  or  any  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or 
before  any  single  magistrate,  for  any  tiling  done  in  obedience  to,  or  in  com- 
pliance with  any  of  the  resolves,  doings,  recommendations,  or  other  proceed- 


75S 


ACT  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 


ings  of  said  Congresses,  such  person  or  persons  shall  and  may  give  this 
act,  and  the  record  of  the  resolves,  doings,  and  transactions  of  tiie  several 
Provincial  Congresses  aforesaid,  in  evidence,  under  the  general  issue,  and 
the  same  thus  given  in  evidence,  shall  avail  to  ail  intents  and  pur]>oses,  as  if 
tlic  same  were  specially  pleaded.:  any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  to  the  contra- 
ry  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  records  of 
the  resolves,  doings,  and  transactions  of  the  several  Provincial  Congresses 
aforesaid,  be  immediately  lodged,  and  forever  hereafter  kei)t  in  the  secreta- 
ry's office  of  this  colony,  and  that  die  secretary  shall  copy  and  authenticate 
all  such  records  of  said  resolves,  doings  and  transactions,  as  shall  be  de- 
manded of  him  to  be  used  in  any  of  the  courts  aforesaid,  which  coi)ies,  so 
authenticated,  shall  be  received  as  full  evidence,  in  said  courts,  of  all  such 
resolves,  doings,  and  transactions. 


INDEX. 


As  the  table  of  contents  indicates  the  principal  subjects  of  this  volume,  the  Index  refers 
to  the  pages  where  the  names  of  persons  and  places  are  mentioned. 
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Abiii^ton,  11,  80,  177,  278  ,  4^14,  445,  447, 
45'6,  6^21. 

Absconding  Soldiers,  253,  410,  411,  414. 

Act  of  the  General  Court,  confirming  do- 
ings of  each  Congress,  757- 

Acton,  9,  79,  177,  ii75,  337,  352,458,  515, 
678. 

Adams,  Amos,  2G4  5  Daniel.  5GG,  5G7 ; 
Hannah,  G77  ;  James,  G75  ;  John.  7, 
49,  55,  57,  58,  Gl,  SG,  95,  9G,  170,  725, 
739;  John.  671,  672;  Jonathan.  8,77. 
273  ;  jMsepli,  573,  G85  ;  ^losv^,  273  ;  Na- 
than, 509  3  Samuel,  7,  41),  51,  55.  57,  59, 
61.77,  84,  8G,  95.  96,  97,  101,  105,  lOG, 
107,  109,  IIG,  13G,  117,  170,  273,  331, 
512,513,  729,  739.  7-lG. 

Adjutant  General.  379,  404,  446. 

Agar,  Aaron,  537. 

Aid  de  Camp,  574. 

Aikiu,  iienjamin,  12,  G2,  81.  81,  141,  163, 

183,  244,  278.  337,  340,  350,  355,  479. 
Airs,  Joseph,  572. 

Albany,  403.  403.  538,  539,  706,  723,  725. 
Alford,  15,  83,  276. 

Allen,  Henjaiuin,  575;  Ethan,  233,  235, 
696,  697,  700,  702,  712,  715,  716,  717; 
Thomas,  713. 

Alsop,  John,  739. 

Ames,  Benjamin,  305. 

Amesbury,  8,  78,  274,  457.  615. 

Amherst,  10,  79,  177,  276,  336,  351,  430, 
458. 

Ammunition,  28,  29,  SO,  93,  99,  157,  158, 
197,  215,  210,  249,  2.50.  2.-)(i,  299,  337, 
348,  354.  .3GG,  372,  -405,  413,  420,  421, 
422,  423,  428,  429,  4^0,  483,  4SG,  487, 
489,  505,  508,  509,  510,  516,  5G6,  570, 
573. 

Andover,  8,  78,  215,  256,  274,  334,  382, 
457,615. 

Andrews,  Joseph,  -535. 

Angel,  Abiathar.313  ;  James,  170. 

Appleton,  Nathaniel.  7. 25.  28,  40,42  ;  Rev. 
Doct.  20,  22.  29.  42.  49.  G7,  81,  106. 

Armorers.  159.  210.  253,  25 1,  284.  291,  317, 
325,  326,  329,  330,  392,  474,  47G,  498, 
540,  51-2,  518,  519.  551,  552,  553,  562, 
665,  574,  5SG,  587,  590,  592,  595. 


Armstrong,  Geor"'e.  53G. 

Army,  22,95.111,114,120-9,135,  14^).  163, 
171,  175, 188,  I9G.  199,201.202,  200,231, 
2.36.  247,  253.  298,  300,  305,  30G.  307, 
308,  309,  310,  315,  317,  318,  3.38,  339, 
310,  318,  357,  3G3,  370,  37.),  37G,  377, 
378,  379,  381,  388.  389,  397,  417,  425, 
427,  431,  433,  435,  4.S'8,  413,  445,  467, 
473,  478,  482,  48G.  489,  490,  491,  492, 
493,  520,  .523j  525,  52G,  540,  541,  552, 
554,  556,  563,  56  k  5G5,  571,  72G, 
749,  750.  See  Adjutant  Generals.  Brig- 
adier Generals.  Comnii.^sicnis.  G''nerul 
OjT'cers.  M'ljor  G(-mruls.  Militia. 
Ojjicers.     Soldiers.     "J 'rain. 

Arnold,  r.encdict.  185,  231,  250.  253,  259, 
2G3,  2G4,  265,  287,  288,  325,  323.  332, 
491,  527,  529,  531,  5;V2,  G'j.j,  G!'7,  G98, 
700,  7()l,  703,  708,  709,  710,  711,  717, 
718,  719,  720,  722.  723,  725 

Artificers,  317,  333,  334,  355,  356  42:3,  498, 
572,  576,  590. 

Artillery.    See  Train. 

Arundel,  12,  81,  190,  215,  216,  279,309, 
315,  411,  458. 

Ashburnham,  14,  82,  177,  336,  351,  429, 
459,013. 

Ashbv,  9,  79,  283.  374,  376,  453. 

Ashfidd,  10,  1 1 ,  80,  337,  351,  458. 

Ashley,  John,  652,  654. 

Aspinwall,  'I'homas,  G05. 

Assay  Masters,  10<.). 

Alheanie,  James,  279,  479. 

Alherlon,  Eiiakim,  432. 

Athol,  14,  82,  177,  277,  336,  351,  429,  459, 
643. 

Atkins,  Benjamin.    See  Aikin. 
Atilehoroui^h,  12,  81,  177,  278,  337,  352, 

458,  575. 
Auchmutv,  Doct.  21. 

Austin,  Benjamin,  36,  ,381;  John,  572; 
Jonathan  Williams,  9,  610;  Joseph,  551, 
569  ;  Thomas,  549,  569;  Timothy,  593. 

Avery,  John,  528  ;  Robert.  396. 

Axes,  450,  471,  474,  489,  506,  507. 

Babcock,  George,  538. 

Babidge.  Courtney,  244. 

Jiacon,  Jacob,  419,  678}  John,  679. 

Backus,  Isaac,  67. 

Badger,  Jolin,  570. 
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ra(?!am,  Ezra,  399,  576. 

liailrv,  Nailinniel,  7,  77,  87,  140,  173,  238, 
'J',.i,  'J.'JO,  2V>G,  200,  3j5,  373,  3S3,  413, 
4(53,  4bG,  47 J. 

Uakt.T,  John,  336  5  Joseph,  G3o  ;  Rpmem- 
bpr,  718  ;  Samuel,  14,  32,  IbO,  !23«, 
210,  277,  "291,  2^)2,  2^3,  300,  320,  4G0, 
4G3,  480,434,  493,  G23,  G29. 

Baldwin,  Jodullian.  13,  50,  G2o.  651  ;  Jon- 
athan, 14,  82,  2773  Loammi,  302,  GU9 ; 
Samuel,  14. 

r?a!l,  Epaphriis.  693. 

Ballard,  Joseph,  9  3  William  Hudson,  567, 
oil. 

Baltimore,  380,  381. 

Bancroft,  David,  27G,  479,  647,  648,  649  ; 
Edmund,  79,273,  434,  610  3  Tliaddeus, 
673. 

Baptist.s,  65,  67. 
Bar,  Aaron,  578. 

Barber,  John,  591  ;  Nathaniel.  304,  381, 
402,  403  ,  430.  460,  476  ,  487,  49G,  573, 
531  5  Nathaniel,  Jr.  .372;  William,  490, 
494,  495,  678    Mr.  138.  527. 

Barclay,  Mr.  716  :  Capt.  281. 

Barker,  David,  6j3  ;  .!o>iali,  141. 

Jiarlow,  Je<-e.  43  t ;  Nailuui,  275. 

Barnard,  Isaac,  6,j8  3  Joiin,  203,  402,  403  5 
Samuel.  ,fr.  10. 

Barnes,  Edward,  9,  19,  20.  67,  610. 

Barns,  Asa,  4 4o  ;  Henrv,  .325. 

Barnstable,  12,  80.  278,"4.58. 

Barnstable  Countv,  12.  23.  62,  72,  80,  141, 
150,  278,  411.  412,  458,  459,  479,  755. 

Barracks,  332,  566,  5G9. 

Borro,  14.    See  Hutchinson. 

Rarrell,  Joseph,  442. 

Barrett,  James.  9.  16,  61 .  78, 109,  146,  148, 
£03,  209,  211,  225,  228,  232,  255,274, 
£83,28(5,  29(!.  299.  33 1,  ,363,  401,  407, 
513,515.517,  518,  517,  549,  673,  671 3 
John,  G72,  (i73  ;  Nathan,  286,  672,  673, 
G79  3  Sanuiel,  55.],  672,  673. 

liarrun,  (>Iiver,  679. 

Baillett,  Jo>iali,  161. 

Bass,  Jonathan,  535. 

Ba>sett,  Eli>ha,  12,  81,  278. 

Balcheliler.  Joseph,  277  :  Josiah,  8,  28,  29, 
62,73,91,  106,  113,  liO,  153,  160,  163, 
168,  183,  192,  196,  210,  212,  232,  237, 
274,281,  292,  299,  303,  368,  326,  342, 
362,361,  375,  383,  405,  410,  411,  413, 
416,  451,  4G3,  4G7,  474,  480,  481,  483. 

Bateman,  John,  G71. 

Bates,  Barnabas,  621  5  Joseph,  587- 

Bavley,  Adam,  421 5  David,  610  3  Luther, 
4243  Lt.  Col.  563. 

Bavlies,  William,  12,  81.  83,  141,  157, 159, 
IGl,  163, 173,  178,  191,  278  290. 

Bayonets,  97,  103,  75G.    See  Fire  Arms. 

Beal,  Benjamin,  370  3  iManwaring-,  433. 

Beamis,  David,  610. 

Beard,  Aaron,  610. 

Beating  Orders,  426. 

Becket,  15.  83,  459. 

Becket,  Mr.  296. 

Bedford,  9,  79,  176,  458,  678. 

Beetle,  Col.  474. 

Belcher,  Samson,  609. 

Belchertowu,  11,  80,  177,  276,  337,  'iSO, 
458. 

Belfast,  15,  377. 


Bell,  Daniel,  432  5  Joseph,  679  j  Thomas, 
80. 

Bollingham,  8.  77,  176,  273,  337,  352,  457. 

Beman,  William.  551. 

Bcmis,  Sanuiel,  691. 
[     licnjamiu's  River,  377. 
I     Bennett,  Joseph,  142. 
!     l^enson,  r.enoni,  G28  ;  Robert,  711. 
I     Bent,  Peter,  9,  78,  183,  190.  231,  261,  274, 
I        327,  374,  447,  479. 
!     Berkley,  12,  81,  177.  279,  458  ,626. 
I     Berkshire  Conniv,  10,  15,  23,  62,72,  83,  96, 
141,  150,  177, "204,  276,  296,  459,  652-5, 
719,  755. 

Bernard,  Mr.  397,  402  ;  Col.  68.3. 

Bernaid^lon,  10,  80,  177,  337,  458. 

r.errv,  Col.  333. 

BervCick,  12,  81,  279.  313,  411,  436,  458. 
Bcthank,  William,  537. 
Beverly,  8,  78,  274,  361,  411,  412,  457,615, 
679. 

Biddoford,  12,  81,  158,  279,  411,  430,  458. 
Biddle,  Eduard,  740. 

Bi-elovv.  Jacob,  9,  52,  275,  355,  393,  404, 
450,  481,  487,  ^89,  610  3  Joshua,  13,  628, 
643,647,651  5  Timothy.  13,  31.,  72,  82, 
I  140,  j.50,  513,  515,  51(5,  .521,  529,628. 
629.  631,  6.35,  638,  610.  641,  647,  648, 
649,650  5  William,  14,  82,  89,  99,  102, 

Hi; 

Billerica,  9,  78,  113, 131,  132, 133, 134, 176, 

274,  352,  4.57,  573.  679. 
Bills  of  Credit,  186,  187,  246,  2.55,  2.56,257, 
282,  297, 2!I9,  300,  ,301 ,  320,  333,  334.  383, 
386,  396, 410,  414, 415,  416,  422, 424, 434, 
437, 441 , 4 13,  460, 462,  464,  467. 471,  473, 
484.  .583,  588. 
Bishop,  Samuel,  239  5  William,  500. 
I     Bissell,  Isaac,  484.590. 
I     Blacksmiths,  463,  i339. 
I     Blaisdel,  Jonathan,  548. 
I     Blanchard,  John,  3993  Samuel,  419  5  Tim- 
!        oUiy,  679. 

Bland,  Richard,  710. 

Blandford.  10,  80,  177,  275,  3.37.  351.  458. 
Blankets,  114,  211,  355,  357,  358,  380,  4-U, 
462. 

Bleeker,  Henrv.  718  5  John  N.  711. 
i  Bliss,  John,  10",  29,  79,  91,  117,  136,  149, 
180,  199,  203,  204.  206,  221,  225,  228, 
231,  23(;,  2-10,  247,  251,  275,  291,  294, 
295',  310,313,  315,  324,  326  ,  312,  349, 
353,  441,  445,  447,  452,  453,  461,  463, 
470,  471,  472,  583. 

Blodi,rct,  Nathan,  691  5  Samuel,  609. 

Boats,  472,  510,  512,  553.    See  Whale 
Boats. 

Bodwell,  Join),  78,  615. 

Boerum,  S.  740. 

BoL^ert,  Henr}'  I.  711. 

Boil  e  and  Clark,  88,  94. 

F.oice,  Jnmes,  7.  519,  GO43  John,  228,  229. 

Jioies,  William,  27.5. 

Bolton,  1 1.  82.  102,  177,  256,  277,  336, 351, 

429.  459,  628,  613. 
Bond,  Elijah,  GIO  5  Henry,  14  3  Joshua, 

690  3  xNaihaniel,  555  5  Col.  239,  581,  585 3 

William,  520. 
Boniiey,  Benjamin,  276,  3.55. 
nooihl)ny,  15,  158,435,459. 
Borden, "William,  (ilO. 
I   Borland,  John,  532,  538,  548, 5^19, 551,  507. 
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Boston,  7,  21,  2G,  42.  7'i>,  73.77.  8G,99. 100, 
m'>,  117,129,  l.>I.'l3t.  13j.  IGti,  ](;7.  170, 
171,  173,  18  I-,  203,  2.3J,  214,  27J.  X)  '>. 
4o0,  45*5,  oOli,  oOl.),  .3IO.r>I2,  .)J:t.  .;.j2,  Oib, 
551,  593, 003,  GOd.  728,  729;  7.>0.  7.3ti. 

  Itrilish  Arinv       31,  43.  85,  8b,  87, 

182,  322,  4 12,5  tf,  731. 

 Army  before,  37(),  482,  7211. 

  Poor  of,  29,  53,  51.  .35.  59,  143,  175, 

17G,  2W,  283,  290,  299,  302,  3i)3,  441. 
443,  444,  415,  452  ,  45 1,  474.  47G,  479, 
485,  490,  499,  (i51.,  728. 

■  Removal  of  Inhahilniils.  37,  48, 

139,  142,  113,  103,  ir.l-,  Itw.  172,  173, 
175,  I7t;,  183,  192,  193,  195.  207.  212, 
213,  245,  251-,  2,59,  519,  521,  524,  525, 
52G,  529,  551,729. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  4,  68,  104  j  Gazette, 

Boston  Port  Bill,  52,  51-.  59,  95,  735,  7.3G. 
Boulineau,  James,  3().  (il ,  113. 
Bowddin,  Eliz:»l>pili,  7j3  :  James,  3G,  49. 
Bowdoinham,  15,  83,  459. 
Bowers,  Jeralhmiel,  12.  3G,  31,  84,  152, 

2.')5,  278,  280,  28G,  290.  299,  305,  313, 

453,  455,  4G3  ;  Josiali,  GIO. 
Bowler,  Mlcliacl.  157. 
Bowman,  Ebeiiezer,  GG3  5  Tlia<Iclcus,  GIO. 
Boxford,  8,  78,  2.jG,  274,  457,  G15. 
Boyd,  William,  GIO. 
Boynton,  James,  57G  ;  Nathaniel,  GIO. 
Brackett,  Thomas.  211,  2ir>. 
Bradford,  8,  78,  25G,  274,  457,  G15. 
Bradford,  Gamaliel,  Jr.  401 ;  Thomas,  49  ; 

William,  49. 
Bradish,  Isaac,  532,  54ij  John,  623;  Mr. 

214. 

Bradley,  Amos,  275. 

Bra<;don,  Daniel,  12,29.81,141,  237,  279. 
294,  297,  3b8,  3(i9,  381.  382,  3SG.  392, 
402,  411,  412.  422.  423,  43G.  441,  447. 

Braintree,  7,  77,  273,  441,  457.  487,  531, 
534,  535,  540,  583. 

Branch,  Joseph.  542. 

Brattle,  Gen.  532.  5G2. 

Breed,  Josiah.  G79. 

Brent,  Mr.  523. 

Brewer,  Clianncev.  10,  79,  275;  David. 

327,  338,  339,  341,  319.  5G3.  570,584; 

Jonathan,  2G0,  2GI,  270.  29 k  295,  301, 

305,  325,  327,  338,  339,  311.  319.  452, 

472,  544,  570,  57G,  584,  53G ;  Samuel, 

404,  44G. 
Brirkett,  James,  248,  533. 
Brid-e,  Kbenezer.  9,  5h,  61.  270,  414,  418, 

553,563.590.610,  611,  GI4;  James,  Jr. 

251;  John,  Jr.  (iGS. 
Bridj^es,  Moodv,  8. 

Brid^ewater.  11,  80,  177,  256,  273,  337, 

352,458,514.621. 
Brisj^s,  Kl>enezt'r,  f)21  ;  Seth,  621. 
Brigade  ftlajor,  186,  1S7. 
Brii^ndier  (Jenerals,  350.  360,  363,  379. 
Brijrhain.  George,  9;  Joel,  536  ;  Levi,  14, 

82,  277. 

Brimfield,  10,  80,  177,  275,  337.351,430, 
45S. 

Bristol,  15,  177,  211.  216,  435,  459. 
Bristol  Countv,  12.  23.  62.  72,  81.  117,  129, 

130,  141,  150.  177.  278,  337,  352-3,  412. 

458-9,  465,  479,  626-7.  755. 
British  Flautations,  57,  732,  736. 

96 


'    British  Goods,  25.  27,  40,  57,  58,  G6,  101, 
102,  6.33.  65K  735,  737. 
British  Troops,  31,  43.  -46,  47,71.  85,86, 
87,  104,  129,  130.  U::,  151.  155.  166, 
218,  251,  2.32.  293,  319,  321,  372,  389, 
451,  469,  510.  .338  ,  511,  633,  634,  661- 
694,  703.  731,  75:3-5. 
I    Broad.  Ilezekiah.  9.  610. 
liroinheld,  John.  615. 

Bn.okfield.  13.32.  177.  2.3G.  276,  298,  299, 
336,  351.  398,  429.  431 .  458,  497.  628. 

BrookliM-,7,71,  77,  108,  116,  146,  147,273, 
293.  294.  4.37,510.679. 

Brooks,  Ebenezer.  Jr.  610;   Eleazer,  10, 

79,  140,  151 .  199.  229.  21-4.  217,  275,  284, 
291,  301.  3!0,  322,  326,  33.5,  341,  349, 
358,  393,  400,  40 1,  417,  463,  4ti6,  471, 
473,  477,  482,  53! .  610  ;  Sanuiel,  140. 

Browi).  Abijali,  86.  55!).  (ilO;  Benjamin, 
690;  ]?enjamiM,9,  610;  Elijah.  83.  276, 
280,  S49  ;  Francis,  679  ;  Jabez.  -432  ; 
James,  6l")8  ;  John.  { I'ltlsliold.)  15.  83, 
94,  6.32,  69;'),  697,  713,  719  ;  John.  (Con- 
cord.) 672,  673;  Jolm.  (Providence,) 
162,  165.  ]!]{],  1G7,  16'J  ;  John.(;79  ;  John, 
326,  338  ;  Jonathan.  (TewkslMirv,)  9,  79  ; 
Jonathan,  ( Watortown.)  8.  19,  59,  67, 
73,  140,  153,  187,  212,  222.  223,  248.  274, 
352,  364,  393,  10 1-,  4n.3.  421,  -127,' 430, 
431,  44/J,  450,  474,  43(;,  487.  489,  490, 
498,  500.  528,  610,  701,  702.  703;  Jo- 
seph, 169,  170;  Joshua,  375.  574;  Mo- 
ses, 169;  Nicholas,  1(19  ;  Noah,  254; 
Capt.  496,  589  ;  Ei.  Col.  261,  2ii2,  52.5; 
Samuel,  718.  719;  Solomon.  662,  663; 
AVilliam,  9.  610.  611  ;  Woodbridge.  11, 

80,  98,  179,  187.  209,  233,  238,  252; 
;        Zachariah.  677,  681. 

Browne.  Sanuiel,  83.  102.  106,  141;  Wil- 
liam. .36,  61,  113,  G17,  618. 
■     Brownfield,  251. 

.    Brunswick,  15.  83.  139,  216,  279,  399,  413, 
!       436,  459,  535,  655. 
I     Bryant.  Joseph,  610. 

Buck,  Jonathan,  377. 
I     Buckland,  10. 
j     Buckman,  Edward,  610. 
j     Buckminister,  Richard,  341  ;  Col.  301. 

I>ugl>y,  Edward.  206. 

Pmltincli,  John,  537. 

Bollard,  Jonathan,  14;  Samuel,  9.  610. 

Bullen,  Moses,  7,  77,  140,  160,  172,  224, 
:  2.36. 

!     Bullock,  Stephen,  575. 

i     Bunker's  Hill.  353,  3(35,  '109,  423,  463,  543, 

I        5^)8,  5t)9.  589,  594,  .396. 

I     Burbeck,  William,  1.33.  373,  569. 

I     Burgovne,  General,  481,  483. 

j     Burr,  Thaddeus,  707. 

I     Burrows,  John,  500. 

i     Burrill,  Ebenezer,  8. 

I     Butler,  John,  43<i ;  Joseph,  672.  673  ;  Capt. 

:  .301,550. 

I     Butterfield,  Joseph,  610. 

'     Buttons,  6  4. 

j     Bnitrick,  Nathan,  672,  673. 

I     Buxion,  12,  45S. 

\\    Bvard,  Robert.  319,  350. 

|i    Catldy,  Robert.  306. 

jl    Ca^-nawauga.  448. 

jj  Caldwell,  John,  277,  321,  399,  403,  420, 
1!  421,425,428,637. 


INDEX. 


CalefT,  John,  417,  419.  [ 
riilU'iMlcr,  Jolii),  397. 

Can.!.rifl-e,  8.  19,  20,  48,  73,  74,  77,73,  | 

lo;;,  lie,  135,  i4(s  in,  i7i,  173,  210,  1 

'JJO.  '■222,  223,  251),  2G0,  27  i,  305,  322,  i 
a-i.'^,  3(57  ,  398,  413,  415,  4ol,  452,  457,  j 
4:t,  490,  r>05,  508,  510,  512,  513,  520,  1 
611,  512,  513,  517,  551,  5G1,  5uG,  G78, 
703. 

Campbell,  Alexander,  13,  435,  G28  ;  Dun- 
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Majabigwaduce.  377. 
Magazines,  Public,  93,  427,  431,  313,  383. 
Makepeace.  Gershom,  14 
Maiden,  9,  78.  1.3.5,  274,  381,  332,  457,  520, 

522,  523.  515. 
Mallows,  Samuel,  206. 
Manchester,  8,  78,  179,  274,  313.  411,  412, 

457,561.615 
Mandamus  Counsellors,  21.  25.  "A],  37,  50, 

52,  55,  61 .  68,  91.  9(5.  Ml ,  1 12,  113.  1 16, 

236,  249.  603,613.623,610 
Mandell.  Paul.  14,  67,  82,  190,  201,  212, 

628.635  638. 
Manmncr.  Rirhard.  77,  91.  113.  615 
Mansfield.  12.  81.  177.  273.  4,58.  626  ;  Dan- 
iel, 615;  John,  8.  62,  78,  102,  270,  30-4, 

558,  5/ ,3.594.  615 
Manufactures,  52.  59,  61,  62,  63,  64.  65, 

100.  103.  604,  6,59. 
Marble,  J<.lm.  610. 

Marblehead.  8.  66.  78,  149  152.  158,  171, 
256,  274,  285.  3(53.  411.  412,  457.  477, 
324.  531 ,  3G2, 573.  594.  615,  618. 

March.  Jonnlhan.  5-W  ;  Sanuiel,  15,62,72, 
83,  554,  .^64.  565 

Marcv,  Jedediah,633  3  Mr.  113;  William, 
678. 

Marlborouirh.  9,78.  1.3.5.  176.  216.  256,274, 

318,  335,  337.  352,  398,  457,  522. 
Marr.  Jarn«*s,  675. 
Marshall,  Ebenezer,  610. 
Marshfield,  11,  80,  93,  103-3,  278,  458, 621. 
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Martin,  Josia'i,  5i5  ;  Governor,  113. 

Marylaiitl,  loli,  7-1-0,  111. 

]\I.i>v.ich!i>etts  r.ay,  17,  2.3,  31,  2G5,  2G8, 

26'J,  111 y  733,  lo3,  Ibb. 
  Address  to  Inhabitants,  G9,  72,  91, 

2j5 

Massachusetts  Spy,  4,  G2.  131,  172.  173. 
Mason,  David,  373,  520,  ouU  5  Joiiu,  13,  82, 

C28,  688  5  Thaddeas,  221,  G76  ;  Thomas, 

3u2. 

Masters,  Andrew.  615. 

Matrosses,  200,  220,  51G,  550. 

Matthews,  Isaac.  703  3  Jabez,  217,  227, 

-125,431,4.3b. 
Ma.xweil,  llui^h,  11. 
Mav,  Ezra,  80. 

Mayhow,  Joseph.  13,  62,  72.  1  tl,  Ul,  150. 
Mayiiard,  Huzekinh,  GIO ;  John,G09  3 

phen,  II,  82,  277,  290,  350,  628. 
iVIcClary,  lM;ijor,  3GG. 
McCobb,  Samuel,  8.3,  192,  197,  20G,  215. 

220,279,324,576. 
McCoy,  Capt.  715,  716. 
McDaiiie),  Timothy,  141,  655,  656. 
Mcr)ougal,  Alexander,  G95. 
Ml-Goc,  Tlionias,  11. 
MiTutosh,  ^\'lll;alll,  273. 
McKinstor,  Capt.  100,  101. 
IVlcKisson,  Joihi,  711. 
MrLane,  Capt.  5150. 
McLean,  Hugh,  22:!,  229. 
JMcLelian,  Joseph,  215. 
Meachain,  Ebciiczer,  IL 
Mead,  Levi,  (jG9  ;  i\lattiicvv,  633. 
Meads,  Abiier.  G(k8. 
Medfield,  7,  77.  256,  273,  352,  457. 
iMedlord,  9,  79,  275,  -157,  493,  525,  528, 

513,  515,  517,  571,  679. 
I^ledical  Commissary,  446,  4-18,  450,  530, 

5^15. 

Medical  Stores,  323,  439,  506,  509,  512, 

517,  5kj. 
-Medicines.  321.  323,  489,  597. 
.Me.luiiicook.  I,i9. 

.Medway.  8,  77.  17(5.  256  ,  273,  337,  3.r2,  457. 
Mellcn,  Daniel,  610;  James,  9:  Thomas, 

9,610. 
Mellicant.  Mr.  551,  .552. 
Melvin,  Ephraim, 672,  673. 
Jlendon.  13,  82.  177,  256,  276,  33^,  351, 

429,  431,  436,  458,516,  517,518,  628,  6-k3. 
!Men<)lomy,  515,  571. 
Menotoniv  River,  542. 
Mcn-^h,  J.' 516. 

Merriam,  Benjamin.  683:  Nathan,  610  5 

Silas,  615.  ' 
Mt  rrd.  .Vbijah.  466,  4G7    Jolin,  83. 
Mi-rriil,  Ivnac,  8,  78  ;  Wiuthrop,  615. 
McicaiC,  Stephen.  77. 
Mclliiu-ii.  8,  78.  271-,  157,  615. 
Middl.-l.orouj,rh.  11,  80,  256,  278,  337  352, 

4,j3.6J1. 

Middh"M\K  Coiiniv,  8.  23,  62,  78,  110,  176, 
25G),  274,  337,'  ."'o.:.  353,  -157,  459,  479, 
519,  609-^;  14.  727.  7."}5. 

Middlet  n,  8,  78,  271.  ^57,615. 

M.ddletoM,  Mei.rv,  740. 

M  frl  n,  Tii()mas'725,  710. 

Mi-hil,  ^a!h.u^le!,  8,  78.  27  '  386,  416,  417 
<-15 

m.y  v.x,  91,  98,  99,  109,  136,  202,  493,  512, 
669,  571. 


f  Militia  Arms  and  Equipments,  3-1,  48,71, 
'       99,  103,  209,  210. 

;    Discipline,  31,  48,  71,  103,  '46. 

i   Calling  out,  90,  112,  202,  2  ,211, 

\\       49J.  510,  572,  748. 

I   ^Organization,  33,  ^31,  47,  152,213. 

41 1  520  5''2 

I   ^OniccTl,'  33,  47,  72,  90,  167,  IGS, 

t  377.411,521,377, 

i  Military  E.xercise,  31,  41,  48,  50,  67.  71, 74. 
i    Miles,  Charles,  679. 

Miller,  Charles,  512  3  Jacob,  5843  Jamc^J, 
678  3  John,  6  21. 
I    Mills,  Amos,  679  ;  Benjamin.  80.  191,  192, 

197,  201  ;  Kli>ha,  679. 
I    Mills      llicks'  Newspaper.  650. 
I    Milton,  7.  77.  91,  135,  273,  322,  445,  457, 
!  510,585,601 

I  JMinisters,  158,  250,  281,  283,  284.  See 
i  Clergyman. 

31  not,  Jonathan,  610  3  Timothv.  Jr.  519, 
674 

!    Minute  Men,  137,  1 10     See  Militia. 
I    Milchel,  David,  279,  655,  656  3  Jonathan, 
655. 

Mitchell,  Edward,  11,  80,  141.  217,  278, 
313,  321,  358,  412,  423,  431,  431,  43G, 
4  U,  415,  4t;3,  ^165,  4b6,  -1G9,  483,  511, 

I       512,  511,  621  ;  Nathan,  621. 

!    Mohawk  Indians,  116,  118,  119. 

I    IMoheakounuck  Indians,  31 1 .  312. 

I    Molasses,  57,  417,  -185,  487,  736. 

I    Molleneiiu.x,  William,  432. 

{    I\loncrier,  Lieut.  72ii. 

i  Monevs,  Public,  19,  33,  39,  45,  46,  65,  66, 
I       1 13'.  1 1 4,  146     See  Bills  of  Crtdit. 

\    Monitors,  81,  150,  165,  233,  282. 

JMonson,  10,  11,  80,  177,  275,  337,  351,  430^ 
458. 

1  Montague,  10,  80,  177,  275,  337,  351,  430, 
I  458. 

I    iMontgomerv,  10. 

!    Montreal,  51,  59,  372,  751. 

'    IMoor,  Mat4iew,  500. 

;    Moore,  John,  61U  ;  Willard,  644,  6  W,  647,. 
^1       G5O3  Major,  3GG. 
jl    More,  Francis,  403,  410. 

3ionis,  Edward,  223. 
ji    Morse,  Moses,  276. 
\\    Mortars,  5<J7.  508.    See  Ordrtance. 

Morion.  Briant,  83,  279  ,  300,  350,  352» 
374,  501,  6553  John,  740  3  Thomas,  441, 
415,419. 

Moselev,  John,  10,79,  141,  172.  199,  201, 
i;       204,  206.  275 ,  488,  495,  499. 

•  Blosman,  James,  9. 

!;    Moth>kin,  Jehockakin,  115. 

i|    Mott,  Edward,  233,  696,  697,  698,  712. 

ii  ]\Ioulioii,  Tliomas,  655. 
'I    MoMriiins'  .Ap  ;v(.'l.  737. 

i  MowMt,Heurv,  217,218.219.  237.  397.402. 
,|    Mullikcii,  Lvdia,  178,  693  3  Nathaniel,  567, 

,! 

",  Miniroe,  Benjamin,  671,  672  ;  E'nnezer,  Jr. 

.;  679;  James,  573.  59  ■ ;  Jedediaii,  GVJ  5 

j  John.  Jr.  (iG8,  (  693  .Mi<ricti,  (.93  ;  R-.U- 

I  ert,  679;  Timodiy,  ()79  3  William,  (?J3, 

'\  694;  William,  3d.  668 

•  Miirr.^v,  !),nii(4,  4ii3,  4^0;  John,  36,  61, 
I  113,  <.3M.  (.40;  Uev  John,  129.  139,14., 
i  147,  149. 150, 158,  160, 162  169. 170,  172, 
il  178,  203,  431  3  Samuel.  166. 
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Murray  field,  10, 11,  80,  177,  337,  4oS, 
Musior  Masters,  I'JO.  VJ\,  11)7,  ll'D.  202, 

204.,  203,  245,  21.0,  2G0,  520,  5ol,  551',. 
Aluzzy,  Amos,  GDi  ;   Isaac,  079;  John, 

6b8;  William,  277. 
Nails  63. 

Nantucket,  13.    See  Sherburne. 
Nantucket  County.  1.3.  81,  141,  150,  279, 

453,  409,  470,  7J7.  755, 75G. 
Nantucket  hland,  31.),  314,  447,  470. 
Narrag-aiigus.  J05,  413.  435. 
Nasli.  Dauiel,  10;  Sleplieu,  312. 
Nason,  liolierl,  2  14. 
Nalick,  9,  79,  170.  252.  453. 
Nau-,haii  Islaiir!,  392,  753. 
Naval  Stores,  511k 
Nazro,  Notlian;el7528. 
Neat,  TliOinas,  430,  431. 
Needliam,  8.  77,  273,  457,  5W,  G79. 
Nelson,  Nathaniel,  b'.'o. 
Nesbit,  Lieut  Co'.  132,  133. 
New  lio^ton,  459. 

New  liraintree,  1  !■,  82,  127,  277,  336,  351, 

429,431.459,04.1 
Newfuirv,  8,  73,  25G,  274,  411,  412,  457, 

573,  G15. 

Newl)iirv|)ori.  8,  78,  1 18,  158, 222,  22.3, 25G, 
271,  281,  377,  337,  411,  412,  457,  520, 
615. 

Newcastle,  15,  83.  216,  459;  Province  of. 

(Delaware,)  733.  7 U). 
Newell,  Andrew,  432,  .552;  Timotliy,  4.32. 
Newfoundland,  313.  470. 
New  Gloucester,  459.  655. 
Newhall,  Capt  (vl9.  650  ;  Mr.  515. 
New  Hampsliire.  135.  l.^;.  137.  138,  148, 

149,  161.  I(i2,22k22';.231,2n0.265,2G8, 

269,  270,  2::i,  233.  239.  306,  307,  303, 

332,  .^7,  399.  419.  444.  417,  460,  4G.3, 

474,521,522,706,739.741. 
New  Jersey,  707,  733,  7 10. 
New  Marlhoroiin-ii,  15,  S3,  177.  459. 
Newport,  169,  170. 
New  Providence,  lU,  142. 
New  Salem,  10,  11,  80,  177,  276,  337,  351, 
"      430, 453. 

Newspapers.  414.  415.  443.  471 ,  496. 650. 
Newton,  9,  78,  1.35.  27t,  457,  510,  576, G79. 
New  York.  City,  726;   Province  of,  161, 

171,  216,  258,  263.  265.  269,  270,  303. 

335,  372,  .373,  460,  525.  537.  5k3,  <;95. 

70,5,  703,  711,  723,  721,  725,  726,  733, 

739.  740,  741,  747. 
Nichols.  Israel.  14.82.231,  277,  291,  303, 

SrA,  374,  420,  421,  423,  463,  471,  479, 

483,  484;  John,  679;  Thomas,  252,  5-14, 

553.. 

Nicholson,  Col  281.  , 
Niniham,  Abraham.  416,  4-15.  ' 
Nilre,  299. 

Ni.xon,  Col.  John,  294,^295,  299,  561,  502, 
5(33, 567.  j 

Noble,  James,  461,  488,  490,  491,  493,  495, 
718. 

Noddle's  Island,  292.  545,  557. 
NoM-Con<uinpiion,  25.  27.  40.  50  51. 5G,  57,  I 

58,  66,  60-1,  648,  6)53,  65^1.  735-9. 
Non-Im|->oriaiion,  50,  58,  66,  604,  648,  G53, 

659,  735-9. 

Norfolk  County.  7  ;  Exercise,  50,  639,  646. 
Norrid^ework,  232,  235. 
Norris,  Edward,  223. 


!  North,  Joseph,  83,  279,  290,  332;  Lord, 
i  715,716. 

'     Norlli  Carolina,  733,  7-10.  746. 

Norih  Yarmouth,  15,  33,279,413,  436,  459, 
655. 

i  Northampton,  10,  79,  177,  275,  336,  351, 
'  453,619. 

Norihliorough.  14,  82,  177,  277,  336,  351, 

429.431,459,5.52,613 
Norihl.ri.l-e.  14.  177,  351,  429,  643 
j     NorthtieM,  10,  11,  80,  129,  177,  248,  275, 
:        337,351,  417,4.30.4.53. 
1     Norton,  12,  31,  177,  278.  453,  626. 
\     Norton,  Beriah,  141,  279,  3o3;  Samuel, 
I  432. 

Norwich,  11. 

Notes,  Colony.    See  Bills  of  Credit. 
Nova  Scotia,  31.3,  405.  416. 
Noyes,  Daniel,  3,  .330,  615. 
j     Numl)er  Four,  405.  435. 
I     Nurse,  William.  .500. 
j     Nutting-,  John,  577. 

Nve.  Lli^ia,  753.  755;  Joseph.  3d.  223, 
273;  N;iihan.  621  ;  Sicphen.  12.  t;2,  141, 
273,  291.  293,  371,  330,  331,  397,  4^»7, 
!        412,  4  23,  4^31. 
I     Oakes.  Svlvanus,  537. 

Oakham.' 14.  ;  2,  177,  277,335,  351,  429, 

4.}  1,  1.53,  6  13. 
Oaths,  12:>,  17i',  193,  201,  202,  2;13,  373. 
Obrian,  Jer(n\iali,  396,  399,  435;  John, 
I  411.415. 

i  Officers, 33, 35. 65,72,  90, 123, 124, 127, 123, 
113,  150,  160.  163.  167.  1(;3.  175.  199, 
20f;,  211,  232.  2.53.  212,  25  ;.  2.55,  2.53, 
327,  3.3.3,  3.53.  339, 375, 37().  377,  379,397, 
41 1,  4 15.  167,  -172,  473. 523,  ,>H ,  581 , 7  26  ; 
Crown  Ollicers,  166,  463,  476,  5-13,  539, 
730. 
Oil,  63,  2.51. 

Oliver,  Andrew.  36  ;  Daniel,  637  ;  Lt.  Gov. 
243;  Peter,  SG,  61.  113,  6.53;  Ko!)ert, 
576;  1'homas,  36,  5.58  ;  W  illiam,  401. 
Orang-e,  10. 

Or.hiance.  28.  29.  30.  91.  95.  110,  171,  210, 
249.  2.50.  2.59  .  265  .  550. 

 -Stores,  29,  30,  171,  259,  356,  507, 

719,  720. 

 Siore  Keepr^rs.  .'304.  ;5.56.  519. 

Or^an,  Tiiomas.  oJ'K  5'.'5.  596.  5:i7. 
Ortie,  .Azor,  8.  h».  20.  23,  23,  29,  31.35,52, 
'        til,  62.  6>6,  67,  78.  34.  39,  119,  152,  1.53, 
I        160,  233,  2  If),  241,  274.  282.  ;305,  306, 
!        311 .  ^193.  505-13.  515.  526,  527,  529,  5^10. 
[       .515,  5,50,  551,  567,  575,  581,  595,  615; 
Joshua,  274,  31:3,  313.  615. 
Osgood,  Samuel,  Jr  73.  103,  111,  113,  117. 

135,  136,  110,  530,  615. 
Oswald,  Capt.  701. 

Olis.J.tmes.  3<;.37,40;  Joseph,  278,  231. 
290,  29'.>,  ;3l10,  :303,  305,  317,  32(5.  3^2, 
i        333,  338,  341,  353,  357,  392,  395  ,  411, 
479. 

Oxford.  13,  82,  177,  256,  276,  336, 351, 429, 
431,453,623.613. 
I     Oxford  Count V,  12. 
Paca.  William,  740. 
Paddock,  31ajor.  511. 
Padleford,  Mr.  (i51. 

Paffe,  William.  277.  300,  331,  352.  452,  4.53, 
461,(518,650;  William.  Jr.  11.  80,532. 
Fame,  Robert  Tieat,  12,  49,  55,  57,  81  84, 
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86.  9j.  96, 97.  10] .  lOo,  109,  170, \V>o,  278,  1' 
7.i9;  Rev  Mr  649 ;  Samuel,  212,  211-, 
6.39,  6-]-l;  Timothy,  36,  Gol,  633  j  VVil-  , 
liaui,  GSl.  ]' 
P^illri-v,  Mr  419.  420  |l 
Palmer,  10,  11,  BO,  177,  276,  .337.  3.)1,  -150,  i 

105.  ; 
Paliner.  George.  711;  Joseph,  7,  19. -20. 

25,  27,21!,  29.. 35.  lO,. 32,  (il.(>2.  77.81,89. 
95,  lOI,  106.  107.  m.  149,  152,  191,  23;;, 
240,  241,  2m,  273,  231.  293,  330.  332, 
362.  433,  431,  46)0.  43(;,  490.  49S,  .305  8, 
512-15.  526.  527,  529.  5  >0,  .333,  510.  515, 
550,  551.  .3.35,  556  .  5()S.  573.  57.3.  583, 
601,604,605;  Jo-eph  Pierce,  3.32,  530,  , 
5.'6,  596  ;  Tlioinas,  36.  il 
Paiieles.  57,  73f).  il 

Paper,  61.  94,  223,  369.  549,  651.  i 

Pardra,  John,  500.       '  Ij 

Park.  vSamiiel,  281,  610.  \: 

Parker,  Andrew.  628;  Asa.  678  ;  Daniel,  i 
449;  El)eii.zer.  667;  John.  6(i4,  6()5, 
667,  668,  670;  J<.hii,  300;  Jonas.  668; 
Jonas,  679  ;  Joiialhan.  67[) ;  Jo>epli.  610  ; 
Joshua,  578;  Dlivcr.  578;  i'linoiliv.  14, 
82,  187.  231 .  277.  292.  300.  303,  3.32,337, 
36)6,  378,  .332,  .3:)3.  401,  405,  417,  4^16, 
451,452,462.484,489 

Parkhurst.  Joel.  275;  Nathaniel.  668. 

Parks,  Eli>ha,  10,79,  275,  .305,  317.  321, 
355,  356,  358,  374 ;  Isaar- ,  671 . 

Parlianu'iil,  Arts  of,  .38,  6(l2,  fi03,  610.  611, 
612,616,  619,  623.  62(;,  630,  652,  729, 
732,  734,  735,  73'i,  739. 

Parry,  Rdwar.l,  203,  214,  386,  397,  402; 
Mr.  332.  375. 

Parsons,  Isaac.  655,  656;  Samuel  H.  2.39  ; 
Solomon,  ()15  ;  Solomon.  Jr.  .5-30;  Tim- 
oihv,  436  ;  Capt.  201).  680,  681. 

Parindge.  Genrg-e,  11,  62,  80,  85.  160.  173, 
178,  185,  J91,  193,  195,  199,  201,  203, 
278.  283,  286.  291,  298,  300.  309,  315, 
325,  326  ,  3.37  .  3-10,  .399,  'H)3,  40-i,  411, 
416,  417,  419,  420,  41o,  4W,  452,  4o3, 
'ioG,  479.  621.  622. 

Partridjrcfield.  15.  83,  459. 

Pass  lo  and  (Voin  Boston,  175.  197.  529. 

F'alch.  Saniucl.  375,  574;  John,  3d.  615. 

Patten,  Nathaniel.  'Zo-\. 

Patterson,  John.  15,  29.  83,  91.  96,  98,  99, 

106,  1!4,  115,  116,  118,  141,  150,  201, 
270,  296,  361,  400,  401,  558,  563,  564, 
582 

Paulet  River.  717. 

Paxion,  13,  82.  177,  277.  313.  314,  336,351, 

429,431,458,628.643. 
Paxtoii,  Charl.'s, 
Peck.  John. 221 : 
Peddlers,  101.  102. 

Pierce.  Benjamin,  679;  Nathan,  672;  Sol- 
omon, 668. 679 

Pelham,  10.  80.  177.  337,'' 351.  4.30,  458. 

Pembroke,  11.80,  103.  lai.  278,  453,  621. 

Pendleton,  L:duard,  729.  740. 

Penn,  Governor,  745,  716,  747. 

Pennsylvania.  7.33,  7  W. 

Penniman,  James.  535. 

Penobscot,  374.  377.  43-5. 

  Indians.  217  .  356  .  360,  362,  369, 

371,392,477,  480, '481.  552. 

Pepperell,  9,  79.  176,  275,  337,  352,  457. 

Pepperell,  William,  36,  61,  113. 


Pepperelborough,  12,  81.  438. 
Perham,  l>emuel,6lO;  Samuel.  9. 
I'erkins.  Ephtaiin,  309;  Kich.ird,  11,  62, 
80,  133,  136,  156,  192,  212,  215,  240,261, 
306. 

Perlev,  Asa,  78,  212  ,  274,  283.  342.  360, 
36.3',  411,  416,  467,  479,  615;  Thomas, 
615. 

Perrv,  Abel.  610;  Abner,  9,  79,  275.  358, 
47"l,  493;  Daniel,  273;  Dpliraim,  335  ; 
Jacob,  575;  Mr.  1.39. 
Percy,  Earl,  178,  6)62,  681. 
Per>omo\vn.  83,  459. 
Peru.  1.3. 

I'eiiTs,  Rev.  Samuel,  21 ,  22. 
Petersham,  14.  82.  177,277,336.  351,  429, 

4.59,  628,  6-1,3. 
Petlins:  !,  Benjamin,  278. 
I'elly  Chapmen.  101.  102. 
Ph.4ps,  Elij.di,  7(t3  ;  El.sha,  281,  290.  293,  ' 

310.  315.  406,  719  ;  Noah,  696,  698. 
Philadelphia.  4(;3 

Phillips.  Bridget.  370,  .387;  Samuel, 36, 37, 
40,  274.  28^;,  296.  297,  332,  3:3-1,  .366,  370, 
381,  382,  399.  401.  418.  420,  427,  441, 
4()7,  4-79.  481.  483,  486,  490,  493.  495, 
498,  500  ;  William.  36 
I  Phini.cy.  Edmund.  .3.35,  3.36,  3.38,  .368,  375, 
378.  379,  383,  386,  390,  413,  554,  564, 
565,  655 

I  Phipps,  Aaron,  610  ;  Col  5-18. 
i  Pickering,  John,  Jr.  8.  19.  20,  25.  52.  56, 
'  65. 66, 67,77. 8 1, 93. 95, 105. 208. 21 1,  274, 
297,  308,  326.  .33.>,  361,  362.  370,  373, 
'  374,  375,  37('),  377,  391.  392,  .397,  404, 
i  411,  437  ,  442  .  445,  446,  476  .  481,  486, 
615,  618;  Capt.  Timothy,  67,  74,  285, 
:\  615. 

li    Pierce,  Abijah,  10,  610;  Benjamin,  610  ; 

I  Isaac,  .572;  Josinh.  10,201. 
'    Pi-eon,  John,  9,  48,  52,  67.  89,  238,240, 

211,  242.  361.  362.  410.  417,  50.3,  506, 
il       507.  509-16.  518,  .320.  576.  577. 
i    PilUt.ury,  Caleb,  274,361,615. 
jl    Pimento,  57,  736. 

il    Pills.  James,  .36,  40  ;  John.  77,  84,  89,  102, 
{i       105,  140,  221,  224.  228,  2.32,  273,  280, 
'i       308.  370,  414.417,  4>36 
'I    Pittsfield.  1.5,  83,  177,459,  491. 
M    Pillsion,  15. 
i     Pitcairn,  Maj.  680,681. 
'    Plimpton,  Thomas,  9,  78,  274.  317.  3-17. 

380,  381,  423,  450,  480.  516.  t:09. 
i    Plvmouth,  II,  80,  103,  104,  223.278,400,,, 
,i      401,  402,  423,  433,  442,  458,  513,  560, 
'i  621. 

ij   County,  7,  23,  62.  72, 141.  1.50.  177, 

II  337,  352,  353,  376,  411,  412,  458,  159, 
1 1      479.  621  5,  *55. 
,i    Plvmplon,  11,  80,  278,  458,  621,  622. 

I  Pollard.  Solomon.  610. 

II  Polly.  William.  679. 
Pon.erov,  Selh.  10,  19,  20.  ;r2.  29,  35.  51, 

ll      52.  59,  67,  72,  79,  90,  9t,  117,  130,  139, 
1  141,144.150. 
!    Pond,  Joseph,  173. 
i    Pool,  Samuel,  573  ;  Mark,  340. 
i    Poor,  Thomas,  309. 
I    Poor.    See  Boston.  Charlestorcn. 
\\    population  of  Massachusetts,  61,  755. 

Port  liill.  52,  5-1,59,  95 
fi   Porter,  Elisha,  141, 191,  275, 292,  299, 300 
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304,  305,  309,  315,  390,  391,  395,  397, 
400,  404,  48^2,  4Rt),  489,  493,  495.  498, 
540,548,564  ;  Tyler.  GJo  ;  Capt.  4U0,  iOl . 

Porlsmoulli,  [S   H'  203,  2(i(),  42:2. 

Postage,  212,223.  471,  472. 

Post  IVlasiors,  223.  i'oG,  474,  592. 

Post  Offices,  208,  209,  212,219,220,222, 
2235  224.  2G0,  548. 

Post  Riders.  208.  209,  219,  220,221,222, 
224,  236,  260,  525,  548. 

Pole,  Capl  219. 

Poller,  William,  157. 

Powell,  Jrrrniiah,  36,  37,  40,  658;  Wil- 
liam, 449,  506. 
Powiml,  Fori,  226. 

Pownalsbnroiii;h,  15,  83,  210,  211,  216, 
279,  399,  435,  459. 

Preble,  Jedeihah,  35,  36,  37,  40,  62,  90, 
217,  218,  219,  237,  355,  356.  360.  390, 
392,  436.  477,  480.  501,  522,  5.>1.,  564, 
565,  658;  John,  226. 

Prescti,  Abel,  Jr.  679;  James,  9,  19,  20, 
26,  36,  37,  48,  49,  62.79.  85,  105,  109, 
139,  140,  150,  255,  270,  275,  283.  291, 
297,  303,  ?.05,  313,  333,  340,  352,  357, 
363,  395  ,  401,  404,  414,  418.  515,  563, 
676,  610,  614;  Jtil.ii,  628;  Oliver,  610, 
611;  William,  9.  375,  558.  581,  585,  587, 
610. 

Presidenls  of  Conirress,  16,  83,  149,  150, 
174,  178,  273,  356.  357,  494. 

Preslon,  Edward,  60  k 

Price,  James,  752  ;  Mr.  707. 

Prince,  (a  nrj^ro,)  679. 

Princeion,  14,  82.  177,277,336.351,429, 
459,  587,628,643. 

Prisoners,  166,  172.  235,  300,301,  303,  306, 
315,  316,  489,  49U,  491.  493,  495,  497, 
499,  500,  5.30,532.595,  596;  American, 
184,189,2.32,404,408. 

Froclamaiioiis  for  Fast,  384.  390,  392. 

 Governor  Gage's,  3,  4,  5,  330,  331. 

•  of  Provincial  Cone^ress,  344. 

Procter,  Mr.  381. 

Prospect  Hill,  433.575. 

Providence,  166,  169,  222. 

Provincelown,  12,  81. 

Province  Moneys,  65,  66. 

Provisions.  410',  411,  418,  469,  505,  510, 
516,  570,  583. 

Prout,  Ebenczer,  321,  325. 

Ptiliiam,  Aaron,  419;  Edward,  13;  Enoch, 
595;  Henrv,  679;  Gen.  Israel,  191,482, 
561,581,683;  James,  639,  640 ;  Nalhau, 
679;  Perley,679. 

Pynchon,  Charles,  10;  George,  10;  Wil- 
liam, Jr  79. 

Quarter  Master  General,  530,  532,  534, 
M8,  566. 

Quebec.  51,  59,  98.  99,  100,  227,  313,  710, 

725,  735,  736. 
Quincy,  Edmund,  132,585;  Col.  220,560; 

Mr.  147  ;  Norton,  35,  36,  88,  89,  535. 
Rags,  64,  89,  94. 

Ramsdell,  Abednego,  679  ;  Jo.seph,  621. 

Rand,  Isaac,  406.  464;  Thomas,  610. 

Randolph,  Pevton,  731,  739. 

Rawson,  Abn'er,  277;  David,  7,  77,  141, 
236  ;  Edward,  13.  82.  140,  149,  168,  179, 
198,  199,  201,  203  .  208,  228,  229,  234, 
247,  628,  635,  637.  638. 

Raymond,  John,  679. 


11    Raynham,  12.  81 .  177,  279,  453,  626. 
I!    Rea,  John,  11. 

I  Read,  George.  678  ;  C(orge.740  ;  John, 9, 
i  79,  610;  "Thomas.  oCO";  William.  174, 
i  178,  221.  663.  r.(i4.  t;G5.  666,  668,  669, 
I  670,671,672  674,675 
i  Reading.  9.  78.274,  457.  591. 
I  Receiv*  r  General.  36,  37,  38,  39.  45,  65, 
98,  101,  11.3.  185,  i;;6,  207.  229,  234, 
.  351,408,422,  437,466.  See  Gardner, 
i  Ihvry. 

!    Records,  Count v,  209.  211. 

Recruiiiiig  Ol]i<Vrs,  493,  592. 

ReddingtoM.  Isaac.  615. 

Reed,  Asahel,  678;  David.  435;  Isaac, 
694;  Jo^rph,  U;  Joseph,  9  79,  218, 
270,  275,  4(il.  463.  4^)3.  553,  554.  5153, 
586,  595  ;  J<)>liiia.  667  ;  Jovhua.  Jr.  667  ; 
Naihaii,  ()(i7  ;  Willianu  Jr.  621. 

Reliigees.  522.  337.  3 1.'".  368,  :>(,9,  448,  4C1, 
470,  475,  486.  5.5-1-,  566. 

Rehoboih,  12.81,  177,  278,  337,  352,  458, 
575,  626. 

Remingion,  John.  8. 

Representation  of  Colony,  40,  193,  208, 
733. 

Represenlatives.  3,  4,  5.  359,  642. 

Relailris  126,591,649. 

Revere.  Paul.  244,  245.  206,  297.  369.  .375, 

390,  399,  404,  421,  437,  441,  465,  4^7, 

472,  473. 
Reynolds.  Nathaniel  621. 
Rhode  Islanri.  I.'k;,  136.  137.  1 19  156.  157, 

308,  352  ,  387  ,  416  ,  419,  523,  530  .  537, 

555,  72-(i,  739,  749. 
Rhodes,  Jan\es, 558. 

Rice,  Stephen,  14.  277,  628  ;  Thomas.  436. 

Richmond.  15,  83  177.  276.  45'J. 

Richmon.l,  Ezra,  278,  286.  2!tO,  291,  294, 
297,  .325,  326,  333.  310,  3-17,  423,  -i;iO, 
432,  4:M,  441,  446,  449,  465  ;  Naihamcl, 
528. 

Richardson,  David,  575;  Edward,  552, 
I       672  ;  Henry,  575  ;  Moses,  678. 
!    Ridge,  Benjamin,  575 
!    Rights,  Declaration  of.  50.  56,  733-5. 
'    Ri(»is,  605.  620,  627,  650,  659. 

Ripley,  William,  622. 

Rivington,  James.  26. 

Rivinglon's  Gazelleer,  24,  25.  650. 
,    Robbins,  John,  665,  666,  679;  Eliphalet, 
609. 

Roberson,  Col.  85. 

Robinson.  Bradburv,  675  ;  James.  273  ; 
i  Lemuel.  7,  17,  29".  50.  273,  2?6,  303, 327, 
i  332,  334,  338.  339,  :^42,  :ij2.  -ki6.  467, 
1       468,  471,  473.  495,  5*17,  503.  511,  515, 

516,563,605;  Timoihv,  1 1 ,  275. 
1  Rochester,  11,  80,  278,  412,  458,  621. 
;    Rodick,  John,  494. 

Rodnev.  ( Vsar.  740. 
'    Rogers',  Daniel,  Jr.  610;  Jacob,  591 ;  Wil- 
i       liam,  24t. 

I  Romans,  Bernard,  264,  696,  700,  701,  702. 
!    Ronvelo,  .Monsieur,  716. 

Ropes,  Jonathan.  Jr.  8,  77. 
\    Rose,  Prince,  222. 

Ross,  George.  740. 

Rosseler.  Col.  5^14. 
;    Round,  Nathan,  575. 
i    Rowe,  10, 
1    Rowe,  John,  434. 
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Rowlov.  8.  78,  8G,  274-,  q.57.  615. 

lloxlHiVv,  7,  7  k  77,  IOC,  IKi,  1.).3.  1  H, 
17:5.  'J.5(').  i.37.  27.^  ;30a.  3.23.  3G;i,  315, 
4o7.510.  ol;3  o37.  oK).  oH,  ('7"J. 

RdViil.  fc'lix.tlieili,  57.} ;  l-aac,  oil. 

Hoviili^ts,  (i8.  (ioG,  03;;,  GH.  612,  G  t7. 

RoV:.li>is,  li,  8i,  177,  277,  33G,  351,  429, 
459.  Gk> 

Riidflock .  John,  572. 

Kii?'.jl<'s,  John,  315  j  Natliniiii-I,  25 1- •,  Tirn- 
othv,  3o,  61,  68,  11.3,  634,  G39,  GW,  647. 
Rum,  511. 

Ruvscll.  Rphraim.  432  ;  Janips,  36,  Gl .  236. 

250.  251.  2G0.  2^(5.  412.  451  ;  Ja^o,i.  G78  ; 

Jeremiah.  5;!7     Peter.  Glo;  I'iiilip,  667; 

Selli  673  ;  Tlionias,  363. 
Ruiherford,  John,  5  16 

Rulledi,-e.  E<lu;u(l.  710:  John.  740.  711. 
Rutland,  13.  82.  177,  276,  336,  ^31,  429, 

431.  4,38  497,  6  13. 
Ruihuid  District,  13.  459,  628 
SdbGaih.320,  333,31:2,  349,  368,  392,  569. 
Sar.»,  12. 

Sadler,  Abiel,  14,  82,  277,  352,  4o2,  453. 
379. 

Safety,  rnmmlttee  of  32.  .33.  35.  12.  48, 
!J8.''C9.  96,  97,  100.  14>3.  117.  14C.  150, 
164,  185,  218,  225,  2.55.  236,  2.58,  210. 
241,  212,  301,  406,  419.  42!,  4J7,  470, 
490,  498,  505,  51  1,  5  ;8.  550,  .351,  555, 
561,  566.  .379,  580,  698,  7  0.  701,  7('3. 
708,  711,  712,  724,  748,  751,  752,  753^ 

Sale,  John,  273 

Salem,  .3,  4,  7.  8  31,  43,  4^;.  52.  77.  152, 
158,  222,  223,  274,  285,  305,  .3(;(i,  411', 
412,  421,  457,  477.  486,  520,  5.35,  615. 
GI8,  679.  .  ' 

SdlUhtirv,  8,  78,  274,  41 1,  412,  457,  615. 

Salt,  G+,'490  495. 

Saltpetre,  63,  93,  100,  291,  351,  417,  418, 
421. 

S.Tmxon.  Elizabeth,  691. 
Sandiord.  12.  158,  4.38. 
Saiulisfield,  15.  83,  177.  276.  439. 
Sandwich.  12,  81,  223,  273,  392,  434,  437, 
458. 

Sanderson.  Elijah.  662  ;  Samiiel,  668. 
Sanger,   David.  58 1,  586,  587,  588,  597, 

610;  Richard,  78,  610:  Samuel,  474, 

587. 

Sargenf,  Nathaniel  Peaslee,  78,  139.152: 

('oi.  ;>n 

Salterlee,  William,  466,  718. 
Savane,  Samuel  P.  9. 
Saunders,  Mr.  206. 

Sawver,  Aaron,  623,647;  Ebonezer.  141, 

228,231  ;  Ephraim,  628;  John,  86,  94; 

Doct.  197,  198,  199,  204,208,221,  225, 

255,  286,  290,  294,  299,  318,  362,  373, 

383,  396,  411.  412. 
Sawteii,  Josiah.  610  ;  Ohediah,  610. 
Saver,  Ebenezer,  12,  62.  65,  81.  85,  91. 

25.5,  280,  291,  310,  314,  318,  321,  325, 

326  ,  3t]3,  3<58. 
Scammons,  Col.  James,  270,  291,  557,  563, 

582,  590. 

Scarborough.  15,  S3,  279,  413.  459,  655. 
Schuvler,  Gen  Philip.  726. 
Scituatc,  11,  80,  93,  98,  103,  104,  278,  4o8, 
621. 

Scollav.  Johrj,  476,  477,  478,  481 . 
Scoll, benjamin,  Jr.  5843  Samuel,  435. 


If  Sea  Coasts,  313,  317.  .355.  402  .  406,  408 
!       411.  1)2,  425,  426,  431.  148,  554. 

Seaport  Towns,  291,  293,  291,  488,  492 

:  521. 

Seaver,  Elijah,  679. 
I    Seeretarv  ot  Colony,  22,  55. 
'  — — -  of  Provincial  Congress,  16.  84.  1  !9, 
i       150,  161,  214,  273,  2U9,  320,  3.37,  461 
I       4(;4-,  4(;7.  468! 
j    Sedi^wick,  Theodore,  652,  6155. 

vSelecinien.  34.  99. 
!    Seri^eant.  J..|in,  615;  Paul  Dudley,  .374. 
522,591;  Winthrop,  3w2  ;  Col.'oio,  5t)5. 

Sessions.  Daims,  13. i,  157.  169. 

Sever,  Joseph,  .365;  feliubdel.  56.3;  W'il- 
I  liam,  56,  37,  40.  51,  278.290.291,295, 
!  305.  308,  309,  317,  324,  330,  332,  3,;8, 
I  350. 

Sevv;dl,  Duinmer.  141,412.436;  Jonathan, 

3  16.  5;J3  ;  Professor,  298.  413. 
Sharon.  7. 

Shaw.  El.jah,  541  ;  Solomon,  544;  Wil- 
liam, 43.3. 
Shnwaniet,  12,  458. 
Sheep.  195.  4!I6.  659,  7.37.  ' 
Sheiiicld.  15.  8.V,  177.  276.  4.39. 
Shell. iirne,  10,  79,  177,  276,  337,  158. 
Slieph,T<l.  David.  2!t5. 

Slieppar.l    Ale.vander,  432,  443.  448,453, 

517.  712. 
Slierl)uriie,  9.  73.  176,  275.  457. 
.SherbLirnr,  ( .\anturk<4.)  13.  81.  279,  4oo. 
Sherman.  John,  82  ;  Poller.  739. 
ShrwNlMirv,  11,  82.  177.  2.3(;.  277,  336,  .351, 

429.  131,  459.  497,  (528.  613. 
ShiHal.er.  liobert.  413.  421;  William,  274, 

406,  4fi5.  461,  466,  487,  6 15. 
S!iirlev.9.  79.  337.  352.  457. 
Shirr.'tr.  William.  309.  .320. 
SImvels.  393.  471.  474.  489,  506.  .574. 
Shuiesbury,  10,  11,  80,  177,  :276,  337,  430, 

458. 

Sibley,  John,  399. 

Sick  and  Wounded, 436,  437,  415,  455,  .327. 
Simmins,  J  5  16 

Simmon-;,  Jona.s,  578  ;  Joshua,  621 . 

Simond-.  Joseph,  6(37. 

Simpson.  Jonaihan,36. 

Sincl.iir.  Malhauiel,  4.35. 

Sin^letarv,  Amos.  82,  276,  292.  326.  407, 

4U.  41i;,  420,  421,428.  628. 
Skeenl)orou^l),  529,  695,  696,  700,701, 7ai, 

717. 

Skene,  Majoi  Philip,  696,  700,  717,  725,, 

726.  ^ 
Skinner.  Thomas,  500. 
Slave  Trade.  736. 
Slave's.  29.  302,  .3.33,  7.36. 
Slead,  Philip,  278.  280,  233,  3,32. 
Sm.-dl'  Po.v,  293,  294.  406,  423,  499,  570, 

582,  51 6. 

Sm.ih.  Braddvl,  9,  72.78,  206,  275,  299, 
333,  349.  393.  405,  450.  47  1- ;  Calvin,  248  ; 
Capt  315.  316  ;  Col.  (  Priiisii  armv.)  154, 
[       155,  661,  662,  679.  680,  681,  682;  Eb- 
[       enezer,  20<j,291  ;  Hezekiah.  276  ;  Isaac, 
292;  John,  528,  628  ;  John.  (.67;  Jona- 
i       than.  111;  Jonathan.  Jr.  692  ;  Joseph, 
I       .558,  587  ;  Josiah,  9.  610;  Phi.ieas,  10, 
j       173,  275.  667  ;  Parsons,  5K7 ;  llanlbrd, 
!       13,  23,  62,  141  ;  Richard.  740;  Samuel, 
i       8,  78,  G15 ;  Capt.  Samuel,  8,  78,  173, 
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615;  Samuel,  417;  Thomas,  755;  Tim- 

oihy,  Gb'J. 
Snake  J^I.ukI,  545. 
Snow,  Simeon.  bGl. 

Soldiers,  0.3,  IB?.  189,  190.  199.  207,  228, 
231,  245,  2(i0,  280,  317,  31 H,'  331,  335, 
355,  357  ,  35a,  40G,  107,  410,  411,  413, 
414,  4I(J,  417,  4\o,  '1.53,  43(i,  414,  45G, 
471,  472,  485,  495,  497,  519,  568,  579, 
693.  748. 

Soper,  Edmund,  441.  487,  .535. 

Souiliamjdoii,  10,  79,  177,  33b,  351,  453. 

SoiiUibav,  723. 

Souihi.oroii-ili,  14.  82.  177,  277,335,351, 

429,  43!,'459,  G28,  G13. 

South  Brimlleid,  10,  80,  177,  275,  337,  351, 

430,  458. 

Souih  Carolina,  733.  740. 
South  Hadley,  10,79,  177,  275,  336,  351, 
429,  458. 

SoutliwK-k,  10,  177,  337,  351,  453,  619. 
SouihwicK.  Gcori^e,  G79 
Spad.-s,  393,  439",  50G,  .-374. 
Spairord.  Daniel,  Gl5  ;  Isaac,  149. 
Sparhawk,  Natiiati,  623,  648:  Nathaniel, 
G09. 

Spauldin^.  Simeon.  9,  78,  140,  274,  283, 
291.  353,  446,  452,  4G2,  463,  582,  591, 
610. 

Spear,  David,  II,  276,  431. 

Spears,  355,  357,  :ijV>,  337,  391,392,397, 

418,  43G.4<Jii.4ti9. 
Spencer,  13.  82,  177,  277,  336,351,  429, 

431.458,628.  643. 
Spirituous  L.quors,  310,  461,475,486,  591, 

649. 

Spooner.  Walter,  36.  37,  40,  43,  278.  281, 
SJ90,  291,  291,  297,  305.  313,  317,'  3.8, 
320,  321,  324,  327,  333,  350,  412,  462, 
4^5,  490,  719,  720,  721,  723,  721. 

Sprao;ue,  J..hn.  638;  Samuel,  9,79,  275, 
381,  401,  479,  5.'}7,  610. 

Sf)riiijf,  Sitniuel.  675  ;  Doet.  357.  361. 

Spiingtield,  10,  79,  177.  222,  223,  275,  336, 
351,  398,400,  429,  4.)8. 

Sproat,  Ebeneier,  11,  621. 

Stanley,  .4nios,  575  ;  George,  575. 

Stanvvoitd,  Sanun-I,  136,  535,  655. 

Stark,  Col.  541.  517. 

Starkweather.  Ephraim,  278.  414,  41G. 

Stearns,  Al)ijah.  It.  4U  ;  John,  278,  3.33; 
Josiah,  43i  ;  iMarv,  627  ;  I'hineas,  667. 

Slef)bins,  Joseph,  319,  562. 

Siedman,  Ebcaezer,  105,  505,  503,  510, 
512,  513. 

Steel,  Manufacture.  63. 

Steel,  John,  590  ;  Thomas,  G37,  638. 

Stev  ens,  Joiui,  43.3  ;  Jo^iall,  444  ;  Samuel, 
Jr.  610;  Wil  iam,  578. 

St.  George'.s,  433,  459. 

Stifknev,  Joiiailian.  565;  William.  9.  67, 
78,97",  109,  Kil,  19.;,  221.  271-,  283.  421, 
45i.  663.  665,  6(i6,  66;;.  669,  670,  675. 

Slill.nan,  (ieorjie,  392.  396,  435. 

Si  Joim's,  267.    Sec  Crown  Point. 

  I>lni.d  <.r.  313. 

St  Luke  La  Conie,  707,  715.  716. 

Slork!>ri<lne,  15,  83,  177,  276,  311,  459, 
652     See  I'ldiaus. 

Stockings,  64. 

Stone,  Benjamin,  4oG.  535  ;  Ebenezpf,  610  ; 
Gfegoiy,671;  Isaac,  82,  179,  192,  199, 


214,  217,  229,  236,  277.  284,  297,  299, 
300,  3(5,  310.  313,  321',  325,  327,  332, 
358,  364,  368,  384,  397,  403,  416.  430, 
462,  483,  484.  486,  499,  579  ;  James, 
537;  Juli»,7C3;  Jonas.  9,78,  160,  lol, 
274,  'Z[)8,  393.  450,  489,  610  ;  Jonas,  . 
610  667  ;  Joi'iailiaii.  647,  649  ;  Josiah,  9, 
78,  139,  l48,  149,  153.  156,  1(;9,  179.189, 
190,  197,  2(.l,  209,  218,  243,  274,296, 
299,  317,  318,  333,  353,  392,  410.  419, 
420,  423,  445,  450,  4.5-1.  4(;3,  465,  470, 
474,  485,  488,  489,  493,'  494,  495.  498, 
575,  590,  610,  611  ;  Samuel,  9;  Seth, 
592 

Stoneham,  9,  79,  275,  458. 

ore  I  louses,  421,  427,  467,  473. 
Store  Keepers,  402,  405. 
Sioujjhion,  7,  77,  133,  256,  273.  457,  516. 
SinugiiioiihRm,  7,  77,  176,  457,  516,  517. 
Story,  John,  432. 
Siorer,  John,  65.3,  656. 
Stow,  9,  79, 176,  25(>,  275.  337,  352,  437, 

511,513,516,517,518,679. 
Stow,  Jonathan,  9,  (ilO. 
Straw,  27,  87,  206,  211. 
Stringer,  ?^amnel,  403. 
Siioui,  Georg^e,  655. 

Sui(i.ri<l-ie,  14,  82,  177,277,336,  351,  429, 

459,  643. 
Styles,  Elv,  500,  596. 

Su'd!.urv."9,  78,  176,  216,  256,  274,  437, 
516,  517,  518,  538,  678. 

SuMblk  County,  7,  23,  41,  62,72.  77,  140, 
150,  176.  2^;6,  273,  337,  352,  353,  457, 
459,  479,  601-9,727,728,735 

Sullivan,  James,  12,51,53,56,  62,  65,  67, 
72,  81,  85,  86,  93,  91,  96.  97,98,  141,  148, 
149,  153,  217,  218,  22li,  229  ,  2.33  ,  235, 
236,  237,  240,  279,  297,  298,  300.  303, 
3(J5,  309,  321,  32^,  324,  327,  331.  'Ill, 
461,  462,  465,  467,470,720;  John,  739. 

Sulphur,  354 

Sumner,  James,  628;  John,  141;  Nathan- 
iel, 605. 

Sunderland,  10,  79.  177,  275.  3.37.  351,  458. 

Supervisors  of  the  Camp,  574,  577. 

Supplies,  Committee  ot,  33,  35,  38,  S3,  91, 
96,  97,  150,  165,  185,  207,  218.  224,  228, 
403,  401,  403,  415,  4-16,  452,  456,  470, 
501,  505,  5.57 

Supplies  (or  the  Army,  505,  506. 

Surgeons.  203,  290,  321,  323,  341,  361, 
3-4,  377,  383,  384,  415,  424,  437,  449, 
464',  470,  472,  476,  488,  3(J6,  321,  538, 
34-1,  719. 

Suspected  I'er.soiis,  202. 

Su tilers,  126,  207. 

Sutton,' 13,  82,  177,  256  .  276,  336,  351, 

429,431  458,497,628,613. 
Swanzey,  12,  81,  278,  458,  626. 
Swart,  Dirk,  711 

Swill,  Job,  7,  77  ;  Moses,  12,  141,  223,  273. 
Sylvesier,  William,  194. 
Symonds,  Joshua,  610. 
S\  rups  37,  736. 
Tar,  5-15 

Tariinir  and  Feathering'.  131. 
Tauinou,  12,  81,  129,  177,  278,  458,  626, 
627. 

Taxes,  19,  38,  39.  43,  46,  66,  £3,  98,  101, 

306,  507,  658,  743. 
Taylor,  Dauiel,  9,  472,  3-10,  610  j  Ezra, 
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535,  637;  Gillam,  4'32  ;  Doct.  Jolin,  3% 
80,93,  139,  lid.  149,  lo3,  157,  IGO.  1(;3. 
J<i  »,  170,  172,  173.  nc,  179,  101.185, 
m,  189,  191,  192,  195,  197,  I9;i,  2U3, 
205,  2(J<N  211,  212,  220,  229,  2.V2,  233, 
236,  238,  251,277,  280,  281,  2o2,  28G. 
299,  305,  30ii,  313,  318  .  321,  325,  327, 
330,  333,  340,  3(50,  3<;i,  3(')2,  3G3,- 3C3, 
375,  380,  383,  399,  40 1,  114.  417,  419, 
420,  427,  43b,  412,  Uu,  4i3,  449.  452, 
456,  460,  461,  AC,:,  4i]3,  471,  477.479, 
482,  483,  4;-!8,  489,  490,  501.  628  ;  John, 
10;  Joiialliaii,14  ;  Mr.  326;  31r.  513, 
514,  515,  I'liint'lias,  610;  Jiauiuei,  80; 
Wiilinm,  531,  605. 

Teas,  lud.a,  25.  26,  101.  102,  7,37. 

Temple,  John,  9.  73,  274,  452 ;  Joseph, 
500  ;  liobei  t,  559,  560. 

Te.i.plcion,  14,  82,  177,  277,  3.36,  351,  429, 
459,  643, 

Tender,  41,  416. 

Ten  Eyck,5Biirent,  533. 

Teins,  509,  510.  566. 

Tewksbury,  9,  79,  177,  275,  ?.52,  458. 

'J'hanksgiviii^.  l)av  ol,  24,  27,  28. 

Thaii  her's  Island,' 394,  3J6,  442. 

Tiiatclier,  Tcicr,  594;  Samuel,  274,  283, 
292,  293,  331,  364,  397,  399,  403,  445, 

^55J,4al,  609. 

Tha\er,  Ale.vaiider,  277,315;  Ebenezer, 

7,  19,  20,  3^1,  67,  531,605. 
Tl.'axier,  .Mr.  367. 

Thi'inas,  Aiuliouv,  621  ;  Ebenezer,  621  ; 
Edward,  278  ;  Isaiah,  201,  223.  249,  527, 
542,  6J8,  661  ;  C<.l.  Jolm,  11,  22,  23,  51, 
62,  65,  67,  80,  85,  87  .  90,  93,  96,  1.33, 
225,  2:59.  25.;,  270,  280,  282,  367,  376, 
404,  403,  436,  4.37,  455,  469,  482,  .526, 
527,  531,  532,  536,  5U,  553,  563.  567, 
574,  587,  621,  622;  iNatlianiel  liay,  36, 
61.  113;  Nehemiah,  11;  Waierinaii, 
432;  \Vdliam,621. 

Thompson.  Barnabas,  621  ;  Benjamin,  247 ; 
Capl.  373  ;  Charles.  314,  351.  3.39,70(5; 
Ebenezer,  278.  479  ;  Samuel,  15.  19,  20, 
25,  62,72.  83,  111,  139,  141.  211,  279, 
2;{o,  286.  290,  297,  300,  301,  318.  326, 
327,  332,  337,  355,  370,  380,  392,  402, 
412,  415.  421.  655.  GXy  ,  Thomas.  244; 
William,' 7,  19,  20,  601,  605;  WilHam, 
610;  Col.  217,  213.  219,  237,397. 

Tiiomson,  Daniel,  678. 

'i'horjuon,  Matthew,  308. 

Thur>ton,  Daniel.  8,  78.  193,  199,  201,  244, 
25(3,274,  355,479.  615. 

Ticotiderojja,  233.  231,  3.'i5,  236,  2-39.  250, 
258,  263-70.  281,  287.  288,  290,  293,  321, 
S-J2,  324,  215.  327,  332,  372,  406,  4(50, 
4(31,  4J32,  465,  490,  495,  529,  534.  695, 
726,  727. 

Tidd,  Benjamin.  6(56  ;  John,  679  ;  Samuel, 

667  ;  \Vdliam.667. 
Tilghman,  iMaithew,  740. 
Tiekham,  Joseph,  210,  211,  2IG. 
Tin  Plate,  63. 
Tisbury,  13,  81.  279.  4.58. 
TilcoDib,  Jonrtihau,  343. 
Tobev,  Samuel,  Jr.  279,  291. 
Tobv,  John,  407.  410. 
Tolland,  10. 

Tolmaa,  Doct.  679;  Joseph,  621;  William, 


(1    Tomson,  Ebenezer,  80. 
!    Topsfield,  8,  78,  274.  457,  615. 
!j    Topsiiam.  15  .  83.  220.  222  ,  279,  459. 
I     'I'orrev,  John,  51 1,  621 ,  (522. 
i     Towns  and  Districts,  38;  39,  45,  46.  58,  67, 
I        71,73,  98,  99,  109,  114,  116,  139,176, 
i       184,  209,  210,  215,  256,  257,.  33/5,  358, 
359,  3(54,  397.  420,  457,  462,  478,  479, 
518,  52(5,  570,  593,  756. 
Townshend,  9,  79,  176,256,275,  337,  352, 

374,  376,  457. 
Townsheml.  Daniel,  679. 
'J'racy,  Elisha,  80. 
,    Tram,  141,  142,  198,  200,  212,  213,  218, 
'       220,  232,  292,  33-4,  341,  373.  378,  381, 

383,  395,  397,  399,  515,  562. 
,    Treadwell.  iMr.  578. 

Treason,  125,  126. 
i    Treachery  in  the  Armv,  363,  397. 
'    Treasury,  113,  151,  160,  168,  169,  185. 

Treasuries,  51. 
,    Trescott,  Lemuel,  577. 
j    Trevet,  Samuel  Russell,  581. 
I    'J'rickey.  Zebulon,  216. 
'    'i'roli,  Thomas,  655. 

Trumbull,  Col.  207;  Gov.  Jonathan,  181 , 
i        18.5,  196,  270.  287,  298,  325,  372,  .387, 
i       395,  404,  406,  445,  446  .  447  ,  487  .  671'- 
701,  70(5,  709.  722,  725,  741  ;  Joseph, 
149.  240,  288.  ' 
Tru  0,12.  81,273,  297,  458. 
Tucker.  Benjamin.  62l  ;  John,  548  ;  Jona- 
than. 13,  82,  628 
Tuckerman,  Anraham.  432  ;  Lieut.  301. 
Tufts.  Simon,  221,  676. 
Turner.  John,  11,  278,  621  ;  Seth,  441; 

William,  621. 
Twining.  Thomas,  .368  " — — 
Tvler,  :Nathai.,628.  637,640. 
Tvng,  James,  9  ,  79  .  275,  305,  460,  461  ; 
John,  9,79,  97,275;  William,  219,  655, 
656. 

Tyringham,  15,  83,  177.  276,  459. 
I     Upham.  Joshua,  637,  638;  I'hmehas,  13, 
19,  20,  26.  628  ;  Thomas.  610. 
Upion,  14,  82,  177,  277,  336,  351,  429,  459, 
643. 

Uran,  Thoinas,  572. 

U.Nbridge,  14,  82,  177,  277,  336,  351,  429, 

431,  439,  643. 
Vance,  William,  573. 

Vassal,  John,  549,  557,  558,  576.  587,  593  ; 

Madam,  5U,  587  ;  William,  36. 
Vassalborough,  15,  83.  459. 
Ves.sels,  Small  Armed,  308,  310,  317,  318, 

321,  327.  340,  357  ,  353  ,  361,  469. 
Vice  I'resident  of  Provincial  Congress, 

301. 

I     Viart,  Monsieur,  594. 
Viles.  Joel,  667. 

Viiial.  Gideon,  11 ;  Israel,  Jr.  621  ;  Wil- 
liam, 4^19. 

Vincent,  George.  375,  377. 

Vinton.  Capt. '441. 

Virginia,  740.  716,  747. 

Vomhavi.  Henries,  446  ,  586. 

Vose.  Daniel,  273,  306,  326,  404,  415,  446, 
479,  484. 601. 

Voting.  651. 
;    Wadsvvord).  Jonathan,  15;    Peleg,  621; 
I       Wade.  621. 
i    Wagon  Master,  512,  5-19. 
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Waite,  John,  43G,  655,  GoG. 
WalHo.  Joseph,  Ul. 
Waldoborougli,  15,  353. 
Wnles,  10.  , 

Wales,  Nathaniel,  Jr.  105,  149,  707. 

Walker,  Benjamin,  filO;  Col  558,  5605 
EInalhan,  12,  81  5  John.  517.  51^);  i\lr. 
717j  Silas,  672;  Tliomns.  752;  'J'imo- 
thv,  9,  79,  '275,  471,  479,  610  ;  Col.  Tim- 
othy, 12,  23.  81,  136,  206,  270,  471; 
Zacliariah,  375,  574 

Wallis,  Dennis,  679;  Joseph.  435. 

Waipoie,  8,  77,  176,  256,  273,  337,  352, 
457  ;  N.  H.  484. 

Wahham,  9.  79,  86,  275,  4o7,  507, 522, 510, 
550,  5,52,  559. 

Wnnton,  Joseph  J.  157. 

Ward,  Artcmas.  14.  16.  19,  20.  23.  .35.  36, 
40,  61,  82,  84,  90.  93.  97.  K-.',,  ]  ir,,  19.5, 
203,  205,  206,  220,  2;)3,  2;)5.  2J!),  2}(), 
242,  243,  245,  21-7,  248,  219,  257,  270, 
299,  302,  303,  305,'  309,  318,  355,  357. 
366,  367,  368,  375,  37(1,  378,  .379,  383, 
387,  390,  397.  398,  400,  401,  402,  403. 
404,  407,  419.  433,  437,  414',  1.33,  455, 
467,  482,  511,  512,  5J1.  527,  5:51,  .351, 
"  652  .5,37,  558,  5(',0,  ouA,  .3iil,  579,  580, 
597,  G28,  6.37,  648,  619,  6.30;  Ilezeki- 
ah,  647,  651  ;  Jonailian,  14,  257.  537, 
558,  563,  564;  Joseph,  3.35;  Samuel, 
739;  Capt.  Samuel.  ii2M!  631,  ('.33, 

Ware,  11,  80.  177,  276.  337,  458. 

Warcham,  11,  412,  458,  621. 

Warlike  Implements,  97,  506,  .307.  508. 

Warlike  Stores,  35.37.  41,  93.  98.  99,  165, 
210,  356,  506-513,  521,  527,  5-45,  701, 
756. 

Warner,  Jonathan,  277,  G2S,  G9G. 
Warren,  14. 

Warren,  Ebenezer.  432  ;  Elijah,  276  ; 
James,  11,  17.  23,'  29,  34,  35,  Zu,  37,  50, 
72,80,84,116,  117,  137,  141,  173,  179, 
183,  185,  190.  191,  192,  193.  197,  193, 
201,  202,  208.  212,  21(i.  217,  218,  220, 
221,  225,  228,  236).  239,  210.  278.  .305. 
308,  309.  318,  .".21.  322.  330'.  332,  .338', 
340,  3.32, 353.  357  ;  ( I'rosideiit;)  370,  389, 
390,  391,  411,  418,  4J5.  4  17.  481,  486. 
489,  494,  .301,  511.  512,  (.21,622;  John 
I).  578;  Joseph,  7.  16,  35,  41.  .30.  59, 
62,77,  87,  88,  89.  93.  97.  98,  105,106, 
107,  117,  132,  147,  149.  159,  172.  178, 
183,  187,  191,  192,  197;  203,  208;  219, 
220,  225,  232,  233,  2.3(i,  238,  210.  211, 
2i6,  217,  251,  273,  281.  283,  298,  .308. 
S30,  333,  319,  356.  360,  3(;6,  423.  .305, 
50t;,  507,  509;  510i  511,  512,  519.  525, 
526  ,  529,  530,  541,  542,  .355.  579  .  590, 
605,  606.  695,  708,  721;  William,  3-n. 

Warwick,  10,  11,  SO,  177,  276,  337,  351, 
430,  -458. 

Washburn,  Ebenezer.  278,  451. 

Washir.g:ton,  Gen.  Geor<j-e.  391,  395,  398, 
399,  400,  418  ,  436  ,  4;^S,  439.  410.  441, 
445,  447,  419.  451,  4.32,  455^  460,  461, 
4^3,  4^'.5,  466,  4f;7,  468.  471,  477,  481, 
482,  486,  492,  493,  4!>5.  500,  589,  591, 
693,  591,  .595,  596.  740. 

Watertown,  8,  78.  ir>5.  147,  171,  273,  271-, 
280,  317,  359,  414,  419,  413,  45-1.  4.57. 
4S4,  489,  500,  540,  550,  551.  561,  566, 
678. 
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Watson,  Abraham.  8,  20,  25,  35,  41.  51,72, 
78,  84.  89,  93, '94,  108,  114,  130,  147, 
148,  238.  210.  241,  274,  279.  419.  498, 
505,  .306',  507,  508,  509,  510,  511,  5 1 2, 
513,  5U.  515,516.,  518,  5:6,  528.  512, 
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